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. To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Denbigh

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting to vou the Annual Report on
the health of the Borough during the year 1955.

The Sanitary Inspector and I would like to thank the
Members of the Council] and the various Committees for their
co-operation and assistance during the year and we would thank
the other Officials and members of the Staff for the assistance
they have given us at all times.

Yours faithfully,
M. JONES ROBERTS.

The Mayor of the Couneil and Chairmen of the Committees
during the year were as follows:

Mavor of the Borough:
Alderman Mrs. EUNICE EVANS.

Chairman of the Public Healtl: Committee :

January to May, 1955: Alderman ROBERT HUGHES.
June to Deumhpr 1955 : Couneillor T. J. DAVIES.

Chairman of the Housing Committee :

January to May, 1955: Coun. R. FREEMAN EVANS.
June to December, 1955 : Councillor 1. L., WATKINS.

GENERAL STATISTICS OF THE BOROUGH

Area of Borough . coevmenans 9073 (acres)
Registrar General’s estlmﬂted pnpulﬂtmn (mid

R e T s 7,910 (acres)
Number of inhabited houses .....c....cooveeemennnann., 2,130
L D FIRT | - IS Syt e R T . £39.625
Produet of a penny rate .....x.civiiiiins i 8158
Population

The estimated population of the Borough in 1955 was 7,910,
compared with 7,930 in 1954, a decrease of 20.

The number of inhabited houses was 2,130, compared with
2,100 in 1954, an increase of 30.
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The deaths oceurred in the following age aroups:
= (=] B

Under 1 vear .......... 1 (Male)
1-10 years .........c..... 1 (Female)
1020 years .....sisoeemnes
20-30 years ............... 1 { Female)
30-40 vears ............... 3 (1 Male and 2 Females)
40-50 years ....... S i 9 ( 5 Males and 4 Females)
50-60 years ............... 23 ( 8 Males and 15 Females)
60-70 vears ............... 29 (20 Males and 9 Females)
T0-80 years ............... 67 (31 Males and 36 Females)
S-B0 yeors .....cocminines 46 (17 Males and 29 Females)
90 years and over ...... 3 (Females)

Total .........183 (83 Males and 100 Females)

Of these 183 deaths, 144 occurred in people aged 60 years
and over. 101 deaths occurred in patients resident at the North
Wales Counties Hospital for Mental and Nervous Disorders,
Denbigh.

Thke death rate has been reduced to 18.73, compared with
20.21 in 1954, and 11.7 for England and Wales.

There were 3 deaths due to pulmonary tuberculosis and 1 due
to non-pulmonary tuberculosis. There were two other cases of
pulmonary tuberculosis removed from the register having died
from heart disease and cancer respectively. One of the cases of
pulmonary tuberculosis and the case of non- pulmonaw tuber-
culosis were notified on the death returns.

Four deaths were due to pneumonia compared with 19 in
1954. There were no other deaths from any of the other 1]Dflﬁﬂh1L
infectious diseases.

There were 27 deaths due to cancer compared with 16 the
previous year, one of these being due to cancer of the lung.

Deaths from lesions of the heart and vascular system amoun-
ted to 108 compared with 109 in 1954,

Four deaths were due to aceidents. One was a motor vehicle
accident, one (in a person aged 76 years) was due to a fractured
femur following a fall and two (in persons aged 63 years and 76
years) were due to falls causing subdural h®&morrhage following
head injuries,
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES

The following table shows the number of cases of infectious
discases notified during 1955 arranged in the various age groups.
The number of cases notified during 1954 is given in the first
column for comparison.

At Ages
i a5 e W T W e
- a|2|2|18|8 |58, E2E
Notifiable Diseass [& |[E [T | 2| &%= =|=|25/82|E%
lB|2|w|2 & o B[4 E[E
T e e e N [T ) P I T A 1
Whooping Cough ...... | 57 |17 | 3|13 | 11 =] =1 =] =| ={ =
Poliomyelitis | | |
(Paralytic} .....oceoeeee] L) =1 =1 =] =1 =% = =] =1 = -
Measles rnniarnsnnase B AL RN B = S === ==
Pneumonis .................| 8] 6] -] ] 8] -] 1| -t =] -} 1
EBEDETY .ol -| 4] -] -] 2| =-| -] 1| 8] -] =
Enteritis .......cccomeeeees| = | 4 - = = = = - = 4q 1
Erysipelag .................| 21 1| =| =| =] = 1| =] =] =] -
Food Poisoning ........ -| 2| -| - 1} = 1| -1 -] =-| -
Pulmonary
Tuberculosis ... gj22| -] 1| 1| 4| 6| 6] 4] -] -
Non-Pulmonary
Tuberculosis ...........] 4 1] - = = = * £ = =
Totals .. .o 424 | 68 | B8|22| 6| 4|10 7| 7| 4| 3

The total number of cases of infectious diseases (including
tuberculosis) notified during the year was 68 compared with 424
cases notified in 1954. The decrease was due to the fact that there
was a measles epidemic in the Borough in 1954, Also, the num-
ber of cases of whooping cough notified was only 17 during 1955
compared with 57 cases in 1954.

There were 5 cases of pneumonia compared with 3 the pre-
vious year. Four of these cases occeurred in children under 15
years of age.

Four caseg of dysentry were notified during the year. Three
of these cases occurred at the North Wales Counties Hospital for
Mental and Nervous Disorders and the fourth ease was notified
after the patient had been admitted to hospital. This case was
investigated, but the source of infection was not traced and no
further cases were notified.

The four cases of enteritis were investigated, but no causa-
tive organism was found.
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The case of puerperal pyrexia occurred in a patient who had
been admitted from another area to the Infirmary.

One case of erysipelas was notified during the year compared
with 2 cases during the previous year.

Two cases of food poisoning were notified together with 2
further cases which were not confirmed. These patients were on
a coach trip with approximately 120 others, 14 of whom were
taken ill at Dolgelley and notified there as suffering from food
poisoning. The 14 patients admitted to hospital at Dolgelley were
investigated but no reports were received following these investi-
gations. Food left over after the journey and food found at the
canteen concerned were sent for bacteriological examination and
the report showed that the food was eontaminated by staphylo-
cocecus pyogenes Group III. Swabs were taken from the hands
and nose of the canteen staff and sent for examination. Reports
showed that the same germ was isolated from one of the assist-
ants. The case was followed up and further swabs were taken by
her doctor and these proved negative.

Twenty-two cases of pulmonary tuberculosis were notified
compared with 28 the previous year and 1 case of non-pulmonary
tuberculosis compared with 4 cases during 1954. Of these, 5
cases of pulmonary tuberculosis and the case of non-pulmonary
tuberculosis occurred at the North Wales Counties Hospital for
Mental and Nervous Disorders, two of which were notified on
the death returns.

Ten other cases of pulmonary tuberculosis were transferred
to the register during the year in respect of patients admitted to
the North Wales Counties Hospital for Mental and Nervous Dis-
orders. Two cases were restored to the register having been re-
moved during a previous quarter. One other case of pulmonary
tuberculosis wag transferred to the register the patient having
come to reside in the Borough from another area.

Twenty-eight cases of tuberculosis were removed from the
register during the year. Seventeen of the patients went to reside
in other areas, five died and six recovered.

The following table shows the number of cases on the tuber-
culosis register at the beginning and at the end of 1955.

Pulmonary Non-Puolmonary
Males Females Males Females

Number on register on 1st January, 1956 ... 69 .. 39 .. 10 .. 13
Number on register on 31st December, 1955 .. *77 ... *40 ... 10 .. 12
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*These figures include 56 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis (50 Males and
6 Females) at the North Wales Counties Hospital for Mental and Nervous

Disorders who are tounted as residents of the Borough as they are long-term
patients here.

Twelve patients were admitted to hospitals or sanatoria dur-
ing the year and ten cases were discharged during the same period.

PREVENTION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES
Diphtheria and Whooping Cough

Again there were no cases of diphtheria notified during the
vear which shows that immunisation against this disease is most,
effective. The fact that there are so few cases of whooping cough
also shows that immunisation against it is satisfactory. It is hoped
that whooping cough will eventually disappear from the com-
munity, but this will depend on the immunisation state of the
child population,

The diphtheria and whooping eough inoculations are given
together in one injection and three of these injections are given
at monthly intervals. In the past, the first injection was given
at the age of six months, but in future the injections will be given
at the ages of three, four and five months. The reason for this
is that babies are liable to get whooping cough when they are
very young and the damage done to their lungs may be serious at
this stage. A booster injection is given as soon as possible after
the child begins school. From January, 1956, this first booster
injection is to be a combined one against both diseases. The
booster injection given when the child is aged ten yvears will, from
January, 1956, be given at eight years of age.

It is most important that parents should make certain that
their children do not miss these injections. They can be given
by the child’s own doctor, at the Clinic or at the school.

The number of children immunised during 1955 was as:

follows :
Combined Whooping
Whooping Diphtheria Cough

Cough Only and Diphtheria  Tooster
Under & years ............. - 25 48 "
Over b years ............... ik 5 14 - 307

Smallpox

I have time and again stressed the importance of vaceination
ngainst smallpox as this is most essential. Vaecination has been
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DETAILS OF ABNORMALITIES FOUND
General Population and Schoolchildren, Denbigh, May, 1955

General P'ulation Schoolchildren Only
(inclading schoolchildren)
Total Males Females Total Males Fales
Requiring further observation for

tubercnlosis .............oee eieees 4 2| 3 - - -
Bony Abnormality—congenital ..... 11 3 8 & - 5
Bony Abnormality—acquired ....... 4 1 3 1 1 :
Bronchiectasis . il o ey 1 - 1 - - e =
Emphysema ..........c..occemenmnrmsmennse 2 1 1 - - -
Benign Tumours of lungs and

medigshinmn oo a e e e B Sl S e
Pleural Thickening (non-tubercu-

Vo1 T L T, e 11 1 [y 1 TP - - -
Abnormality of diaphragm and

oesophagus .............. i e L - - - ... o=
Abnormality of heart—acquired ... 5 ... 2 ... 3 2 1i i
Healed post primary P.T. ............ a2 - . 18 3 - ... 3
Misoallaneons ........c.ooveivnceinennnnns 1 P SR | - - = e

WObRLE csi e b3 24 9

&
| &
e

The above figures include children from the surrounding rural area
attending schools in the Borough and also a few aduits from the rural dis-
trict who attended for X-ray examination.

The number of visits made by the Sanitary Inspector regard-
ing infectious diseases was as follows:

Number of visits to investigate cases of Infectious Diseases ... 30
Number of premises disinfected ............coocovviiiiiiiiiiiiiinniinnnns 10

GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES
IN THE DISTRICT

Laboratory Service

The Public Health Laboratory at Conway is under the
direction of Dr. Kingsley Smith, Samples of water, milk and ice-
cream are regularly sent there for bacteriological examination.
Various other types of bacteriological examinations are carried
out to aid in the diagnosis of illness, e.g. food poisoning, scarlet
fever, meningitis, ete.

Ambulance Service

This service is controlled by the County Mediecal Officer of
Health.
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There are four ambulance stations in the Western No. 2
Health Area situated at Denbigh, Ruthin, Llanrwst and Cerrig-
y-drudion with one ambulance at each station. The ambulance
station at Llangernyw ceased on 81/3/55.

Each station is manned by voluntary personnel. To supple-
ment the ambulances, use is made of voluntary drivers of the
W.V.S. Hospital Car Service and local taxi proprietors for the
conveyance of sitting cases. Ambulances for the conveyance of
infectious cases are sent from the hospitals eoncerned at Wrex-
ham and Colwyn Bay.

The following is given for the information of the Council
and the numbers refer to cases conveyed by the various ambu-
lances and the mileage for the year:

Name of Ambulance Area served No. of cases Total
conveyed Mileage
Cerrigydrudion ............ Upper Hiraethog ............... 85 3407
Denbigh ..................... Denbigh Borough, Parts of
Aled R.D. and Rauthin
v R e i B 459 9070
Llangernyw ................ Llangernyw, Gwytherin,
Pandy Tudur and part of
Eglwyshach _........0........ 4 164
Llanrwst. .................... Llanrwst and District ......... 165 5245
Ruthin ...................... Ruthin Borough and Ruthin
U O R R e 413 11899

Cases conveyed by sitting case cars

No. of journeys No. of cases Mileage
1955
JANVALY .covncecasinnenn.. 165 443 7,157
FeDTUBLY .-..oecenrrare-as 132 s 375 e 6,386
LU L e o e ] 544 8,565
e T 446 8,199
1T, SR e 202 2 541 e 8,919
5] kel - e LSRR | . 614 8,997
T A 1 1) 587 8,804
Aupnst ....ooooicisiin.. 216 658 9,973
September ............... 184 498 9,198
October ...........c....... 186 507 7,586
November ................ 198 629 8,386
December ................ 194 562 7,313

TOTALS ............2,255 6,404 09,483
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Mental Health Service

This service is under the supervision of the County Medical
Officer of Health.

Orthopaedic Clinics

Patients from the Borough attend the Orthopaedic Clinics
held weekly at the Royal Alexandra Hospital at Rhyl and at the
Denbigh Clinic on the first and third Wednesday morning each
month (Burgeons from Oswestry Orthopaedic Hospital attend
once every three months).

Venereal Diseases

These clinies are held at hospitals in Llandudno, Wrexham,
Chester and Bangor.

Tuberculosis Clinics

Patients from the Borough attend the Chest Clinie held
every Wednesday morning at the Denbigh Infirmary. Clinics are
also held at Wrexham and Rhyl each week.

Ante-Natal Clinics

This clinie is held on alternate Wednesday mornings and the
Consultant Clinie is held on alternate Friday mornings at which
session the Consultant sees cases referred from the routine elinie
or by the patient’s own doctor.

Patients from Ruthin Borough, Ruthin Rural District, Aled
Rural District as well as from Denbigh attend these elinies.

The number of attendances at these clinies during the year
was as follows:

TaaE R RR o s S e S o1
L T T E g sy, R s 147
L s T ] L e 14
b T M I D e o e 41

Total® ool ca i e 293

Patients who are admitted to St. Asaph Hospital for confine-
ment attend the clinic attached to that hospital.
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Infant Welfare Clinics

This clinic is held every Wednesday afternoon and full use
is being made of this service. The following figures show tle
number of attendances at these clinies during the year:

| e T S e Ny B |
.52y ol R M L S L e e oL
1t T I N T MO, | [

—_——

Mothers from Ruthin Rural Distriet and Aled Rural Distriet
also bring their babies to this clinic and they are included in the

above attendance figure.

Welfare Foods and Cow and Gate Dried Milk are distributed
during the clinic sessiong on Wednesday afternoons and Welfare
Foods are also available on Friday afternoons. Welfare Foods
are also available at a depot in Henllan which is open every day.

Dental Clinic

This clinie is held at the Denbigh Clinic as and when neces-
sary. Cases are referred from the Ante-Natal and Infant Welfare
Clinics. Expeectant and nursing mothers and toddlers attend for
examination and treatment. As most children seem to attend the
Dental Surgeons in the Borough, a regular elinie is not held, but
clinies are held regularly for schoolchildren.

Number of cases referred for treatment .......... g
Number of cases completed treatment ............. 5

Nursing Services

Number of Home Helps ............... 9
Number of Health Vissors .....cciiceiniiise i 1
Numbey of Tuberculosis Health Visitors ......... 1
MNumber of District Nurges .. _..coooiiviiiiiiinennns 4

Care of the Aged

Several cases of aged people living alone and in need of care
and attention were brought to my notice during the year. These
were followed up and with the willing co-operation of the Health
Visitor, home helps were directed to assist in cleaning the homes,
do the shopping, prepare the meals, ete., for them, and it was
thus possible for these aged people to remain at home instea | of
entering a Home for the Aged.
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Although such Homes are useful, old people do not like fo
leave their homes where they have lived for years, especially to
enter somewhere situated away from their family, place of wor-
ship and shops. Small bungalows in the community are much
more satisfactory than palatial homes for the aged.

It was not necessary to take action under Section 47 of the
National Assistance Act, 1948, during the year.

One buria] under Section 50 of the National Assistance Aect,
1948, took place during the year.

Sewerage Disposal

The built-up area in the Borougl: is serviced by the Council's
sewers. Work is at present being carried out at the Council's
new sewerage works and it is hoped that this scheme will be
completed and in use during the summer of 1956.

The sewage works at the Green is old and defective and its
modernisation has been considered by the Couneil.

The Henllan area is served by new sewers and a new sewage
disposal works.

There are a few outlying cottages and farms in the area
that rely on septic tanks and earth closets.

Schools

A number of much needed improvements were carried out to
schools within the Borough within the year particularly with
regard to the decoration, lighting and heating arrangements of
certain schools. It is still to be regretted, however, that the
sanitary accommodation at some of the schools is out-of-date,
being easily subject to frost damage and without artificial light.
Hand washbasins are generally inadequate at schools and lack
hot water.

It is difficult to see how hygiene can be taught at schools
where the elementary requirements for hand-washing are not
available.

Factories Act, 1937—1948

The Factories in the Borough have been inspected. Minor
contraventions of the Factories Act, where noted, were dealt with
at the time of inspection in an informal manner. It was found
necessary to serve written notices on only three occasions.

No outworkers are registered under Section 110—111 of the
above Act.
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Clean Food

The outbreak of food poisoning which oceurred in the
Borough in July was due to staphylococeus pyogenes Group 111
Tkis organism is carried in the nose of normal persons and can
quite easily contaminate the hands by nose blowing, sneezing and
coughing, thereby getting on the food. It appears that this may
have happened in this instance. Had the food been eaten im-
mediately after being prepared, probably no harm would have
been done, but it was prepared the previous day and kept until
the next day at room temperature. The w eather was extremely
warm at the time and therefore the conditions at the canteen
were very suitable for the growth of the organisms in large num-
bers. The conditions existing at the canteen can be blamed for
the outbreak although the canteen is very well organized and is
comparable with most food premises in the town. There are,
however, no facilities for storing food in a cold store or refrigera-
tor, but the staff are careful and make the best of the facilities
available.

About a vear ago, we suggested to the Counecil that a Clean
Food Campaign would serve a useful purpose and we suggested
that an Exhibition should be arranged in the town. The sug-
gestion merits further consideration. We would, therefore, repeat
some of the remarks made regarding the careful handling of food
which appeared in the Report of the Catering Trade Working
Party H.M.S.0. 1951. The remarks apply to all establishments
selling food whether they be shops, canteens, hotels or the home.

The following risks should be guarded against:

1. Use of foods already infected when delivered to the establish-
ments—staff can help by reporting to the management any
abnormality in the food delivered, including damaged food
cans.

2. Keeping food in such a way that organisms already present
multiply rapidly. Food should be eaten the day it is cooked.
If this is not possible, then it should be kept in a refrigerator,
or, if this is not possible, in a cool ventilated cupboard. It
should receive the minimum of handling. Tongs should be
used for serving eream cakes, cooked meats, sweets, ete.

3. Contamination of food by animals, including rodents, flies,
ete. Animals, e.g. cats and dogs, should not be allowed in
shops and eating places.

4. Infection of the food by a member of the staff or a customer.
Any persons handling food and who are suffering from colds,
diarrhoea, ete., should scrub their hands after blowing the
nose, using the toilet, ete.

The following foods are most dangerous as far as contamina-
tion is concerned :
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(1) Baked meat and made-up dishes that are not eaten fresh
—including meat pies, brawns, stews, sausages, pressed
beef, ete.

(2) Gravies, sauces and soups if kept for long periods after
mixing.

(3) Milk and milk products, including custards, trifles, syn-
thetie ereams, jellies and cake fillings.

(4) Skellfish and salads. Salads need careful washing and
should not be allowed to stand in water for any length of
time, especially in a warm room,

(3) Duck eggs and egg powders—the former to be well washed
and boiled for at least ten minutes, the latter to be mixed
and used fresh.

No seraps of food should be left about to encourage vermin
angd flies.

Washing-up

It is most important that all utensils used in the cooking
and serving food should be thoroughly washed and sterilised.
After this, they should be stored in such a way that further con-
tamination is not possible. Tea towels and tea cloths should be
scrupulously clean and boiled daily.

There should be a washbasin with hot and cold water, nail
brush, soap and towel for the use of the staff so that it is not
necessary for them to wash their kands in the sink used for wash-
ing dishes, preparing vegetables, ete. Contamianted hands leave
germs on door knobs, taps, ete., and this can eause further con-
tamination.

Anyv coughs, sneezes, diarrhoea, throat and skin troubles,
should be reported to the management immediately. All cuts,
scratches, boils, ete., should be covered with a clean, waterproof
dressing. Dirty bandages and dressings are a danger.

One should never lick fingers before handling food or food
wrappers. Paper bags should not be blown into. Clean overalls
(and lead coverings in the case of females) should be worn at
all times.

There should be no smoking at any time in the kitchens or
in the rooms where food is prepared,

At the end of the vear, copies of the Food Hygiene Regula-
tions, 1956, were received. These regulations come into force on
1st January, 1956, and certain improvements will have to be
carried out by 1st July, 1956. The regulations will strengthen
the hands of the T.ocal Authorities considerably in taking aection
where food premises are not up to standard. They provide for a
constant supply of hot water to a separate washing-up sink and
a wash handbasin, readily available first-aid materials, restric-
tion of the use of tobaceco where food is handled, lockers or a
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separate room for storing out-door clothing belonging to the staff,
certain types of wrapping paper and the temperature at which
food is stored, ete.

Certificates of exemption may be granted by the Council, but
a high standard should be aimed at from the beginning and should
be applicable to publie and private traders and to Local Authority
canteens.

Every assistance will be given to anyone asking the Medical
Officer or the Sanitary Inspector regarding the improvements to
be carried out under these regulations.

The general publiec can play a major part in this campaign
for clean food. They should frequent only those places which
maintain a good standard of hygiene. They should refuse articles
of food improperly served by handlers with dirty hands or dirty
clothing, food exposed to flies, dust, ete. Any complaints to the
Medical Officer or Sanitary Inspector will be investigated.

HOUSING

There are approximately 2,130 houses in the Borough of
which 78 will be scheduled as unfit individually. It is unlikely
that there will be any new clearance areas. Some of these unfit
houses are in an old clearance area already scheduled. A large
number of the remaining houses in the Borough require repair
and improvement and progress in this direction is already being
made,

The Council have built 190 new houses since the war and
desire to build more. A scheme exists to build 24 further houses
in Henllan but after this, due to extreme difficulty in aequiring
sites, it is geing to be almost impossible to proceed.

A recent compulsory purchase order was not confirmed by
the Minister for the purchase of a derelict old clearance area site
on which the Council wish to build flats. Further progress in
easing the acute housing shortage in the town is likely to be
held up.

Private development in the town is also prevented by the
same lack of suitable sites.

The housing survey of the Borough was completed during
the year. The necessary slum clearance report was considered
by the Council and sent to the Ministry.

The survey revealed that there are T8 houses in the area
which must be dealt with under the Slum Clearance Scheme
comprising :

(a) Houses in existing clearance areas ......... 28

(b) Houses already subject to orders ............ 15

(¢) Houses to be dealt with under Seetion II,
Phia. Hlousing Mot VO8B. .....p0imsabiimn s | S

It was also noted that in addition to these houses unfit for-
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habitation and considered beyond repair, a further 250 to 300
houses are in need of extensive repairs.

During the last three years the Council has anticipated the
present slum clearance scheme by elosing, and demolishing where
possible, unfit houses as the opportunity arose to rehouse the
tenants. In this manner, in addition to the 19 temporary dwell-
ings closed at Alavowlia Camp, a further 30 houses have been
dealt with under the amended provisions of the Housing Act,
1936.

It is essential to safeguard the health of these people living
in houses which require repair and which lack modern conven-
iences as well as people living in slum dwellings. The Couneil
will continue to require this substandard property to be put in
order, but no power exists for requiring such commonplace neces-
sities as hot water, baths and adequate conveniences in the
modern sense. The Council has during the year agreed to a
number of improvement grant proposals which will assist land-
lords to modernise property. However, it would appear very un-
likely that the improvement grant scheme will lead to the
modernising of more than a small fraction of the 800 houses in
question,

Twelve occupied houses in existing Clearance Areas have
been licensed for temporary occupation under the provisions of
Section 6, The Housing Repairs and Rents Acts, 1954, during
the year.

The number of applications for Certificates of Disrepair under
the provisions of the above Rent Acts was two during the year.
Both applications were granted and certificates issued.

The completion of the Housing SBurvey, and the preparation
of necessary reports in conneection with the Slum Clearance
Bcheme together with other new pressing duties such as these
involved in meat inspection, and work in conneetion with im-
provement grant applications, subjected the Health Department
to considerable pressure in 1955. Matters were not improved by
difficulties in obtaining clerical assistance, and it is to be regretted
that many other matters requiring attenfion have had to be
neglected.

MILK SAMPLES

The attention was given to the milk supplied by the three
milk retailers in the Borough and to the supply of milk to the
schools.

Samples of milk were taken and tested at the Public Health
Laboratory, Conway, with the following results:

Satisfactory Unsatisfactory
Tuberculin Tested ..................... 2 None
L.T. . (Pasteurised) ....c-ciecisiesonie B None
b TR (e e U S | None
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ICE-CREAM SAMPLES

Samples of ice-eream were taken and tested at the Public
Health Laboratory ag follows:

No. of Samples Satisfactory Unsatisfactory ~
12 11 1

WATER SUPPLIES

The village of Henllan is supplied from the Hafod Reservoir
by the Borough Council. This supply was regularly sampled—
all samples proving satisfactory.

The supply to the town by the Denbigh Water Company
was alse regularly sampled and was found to be highly satis-
factory.

Water provided by botl: the above supplies is chlorinated.

A number of outlyving properties are supplied {rom the North
Wales Counties Hospital for Mental and Nervous Disorders’
private supply. This supply is highly satistactory.

HOTELS AND PUBLIC HOUSES

There are 17 licensed premises in the area. All are provided
with sinks with hot and cold water for glass washing. In many
of these premises the sink is badly positioned behind the bar, no
doubt to economise in space and to hide the sink from customers.
This arrangement generally means that light at the sink is poor
an the working position of persons using the sink is cramped.

Such arrangements are not conducive to the proper and
efficient washing of glasses.

COMMON LODGING HOUSE

The one registered Common Lodging House in the Borough
provides accommodation for 14 males. It has been well managed
and maintained during the year.

RODENT CONTROL

The Couneil employs a full-time Rodent Operator to ensure
proper control of pests within the Borough. The operator is re-
sponsible for routine examination of all premises and farms and
for carrying out treatments required.

Domestic premises are treated free of charge by the Council;
all other premises pay for treatments on a time and materials
basis.

During the vear, the town was found to be little troubled by
rats. The sewers were test-baited and found to require very little
attention. There appears to be a definite connection between the
number of surface infestations found and the state of infestation
of the sewers. Infestations when found appeared to be related
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to some of the old brook culverts, access to which for treatment
purposes is extremely difficult to obtain,

The total number of inspections made was 1,337. Thirty
infestations were discovered, mostly of a minor nature, and 44
treatments (ineluding retreatments) were carried out,

REFUSE COLLECTIONS AND DISPOSAL

Housliold refuse is collected weekly in all parts of the
Borough other than a number of outlying farms and cottages
where refuse is removed monthly or upon request.

Trade refuse is colleeted from business premises as part of
the normal service and no charge is made. Every effort is made
to collect the refuse from Food Premises at least twice weekly.
It should be noted that special bins are provided by a contractor
for the collection of waste food, in all parts of the Borough. The
contractor collects twice a week from the street bins and daily
from the larger food premises. Prompt attention by the con-
tractor to any complaints and regular cleansing of the bins hLas
rendered the scheme a success.

Refuse is disposed of by controlled tipping at Meifod Quarry,
Henllan. The system is satisfactory and economical. Precautions
are constantly taken at the tip to destroy insects, vermin, and
weeds.

Bix men are employed on the refuse collection and disposal
service. A relief driver iz also available for the lorries. Two
refuse collection vehicles are required, one full-time and the
second vehicle for three days per week.

Waste paper, scrap metals and rags are salvaged and sold.
The Council have a contract with Messrs. Thames Board Mills
Ltd. for the sale of paper. Ninety-five tons of paper.were baled
and sold in the course of the year.

SLAUGHTERING OF ANIMALS

Four private slaughterhouses are operated in different parts
of the Borough. Three of the slaughterhouses are reasonably
close together, the fourth is nearly three miles away in the village€
of Henllan. This dispersal does not facilitate the supervision of
the premises and the inspection of meat therein.

Complaints have been received from time to time concerning
two of the slaughterhouses which are near to dwellings and in
a built-up area,
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A postmortem examination of the above carcases was earried
out and appropriate action was taken where diseased conditions
were found. Diseased meat was disposed of by the butcher under
the supervision of this department, the bulk of such meat being
sold for processing for fertiliser and industrial fat.

Generally speaking, the animals brought to the slaughter-
houses for slaughter are of prime quality. The number of casualty

animals is low.

SALE OF FOOD IN SHOPS

Food retail shops were inspected and the following food was

condemned and surrendered :

Margarine ............
Bubler .o

13T R e lbs:
Fish ....c.cccoovuevrnnn.. 122 1bs.

Luncheon Meat ...
Tongnes ......iciiivai
Corned Beef .........
(LT T 1T

We are grateful to Mr,

information :

2 2 1bs.
ek R 42 1bs.
Pront .........o... 1100bs.
Cream ........... 8 ozs.
Evaporated Milk 86 pts.
o T e 7)1
Beans ............ 4%lbs.
Tomatoes ....... 39} 1bs

T. H. Evans for the following

COUNTY OF DENBIGH

Particulars of samples taken under the Food and Drugs Act,
in the Borough of Denbigh, during the year ended 81st December,

1955

No. Not Genuine, or

Anticle Taken Genuine Sub-standard
[\ ey S o e Ay s i AR 13 13 -
BUBLeE <., a0 s pee o X 1l 1 -
RIS e e 1 1 -
Custard Powder ..........cc.coeeenenn. 1 1 =
Double Cream ..........ccoeeeieennns 1 1 -
A B SRR S S T W R 1 1 -
E LT e S e R e 2 2 -
Collen: i s e Rl 1 -
Brandy: oo to oo Bt by 1 1 -
Carbonate of Magnesia ................ 1 1 -
R T o S R e e e 23 23 -

All the samples were certified by the Public Analyst to be

free from all prohibited preservatives and colouring matter.

THOS. H. EVANS,

17 Viearage Hill,
WREXHAM,
13th June, 1956.

Chief Inspector,

County of Denbigh.









