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TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS
OF THE BOROUGH OF DENBIGH

Mr. Mayor, Madam and Gentlemen,

[ have pleasure in presenting the Annual Report for 1951.
During the year the Denbigh Borough joined with the Ruthin
Borough, Llanrwst Urban District, the Rural District of
Hiraethog and the Rural District of Ruthin to form the
Western No. 2 Health Area. This area now has a joint Medical
Officer who 1s also Assistant County Medical Officer with duties
associated with the Examination of School Children, Examina-
tion of Mentally and Physically Handicapped Children,
attendance at Infant Welfare and Ante-Natal Clinics and the
immunisation of Infants and School Children against diph-
theria, whooping-cough and small-pox. I was appointed to this
post, and commenced duties on the 1st June 1951. I am, there-
fore, responsible for the health of the Borough for the second
half of the year, the first half having been the responsibility of
Dr. Trevor Lewis, who has served you for many years. I would
like to record my appreciation of the very kind way in which
Dr. Lewis handed over the various registers and explained to
me the form in which they had been kept and also how he
administered his duties. I would also like to thank the officials,
and in particular the Sanitary Inspector. They have all given
me very welcome assistance in a new post.

During the six months, I have been greatly handicapped by
lack of proper office accommodation and no clerical assistance.
Having to do all the clerical work myself, I have found it very
difficult to find time to get down to the practical side of the
work. This is to be remedied early in the new year.

The PuBLic HEALTH COMMITTEE includes the Mayor, and all
members of the Town Council. Chairman: Alderman Robert
Hughes.

Medical Officer of Health : —
Dr. M. Jones Roberts, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H. (Appointed
1st June 1951). :
Dr. J. Trevor Lewis, B.Sc., M.B., B.Ch., M.R.C.5,,
L.R.C.P. (Retired 31st May 1951).

Sanitary Inspector : —
Trevor H. Aldrich, A.R.San.I., M.S.I.A. (Appointed
1st August 1951).
M. Evan Morris, M.R.S.1., F.S.1.A. (Retired 31st July
1951).

Part-time Pupil Assistant : — Alun Hughes.
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Cancer claimed 13 victims, a decrease of 2 on the 1950 total.
Cancer deaths could be avoided to a great extent. Early
diagnosis and treatment could lead to cure. Anyone suspicious
of the fact that they suffer from Cancer should not remain
silent, but should seek the advice of their doctors. Mass Radio-
graphy will often show an early cancer lesion in the chest.

Diseases of the Heart and Vascular system claimed by far
the greater number of victims, and there is a big increase over
the number for the previous year. One must consider that
deterioration of the heart and blood vessels take place when
one grows older, and several deaths recorded in the Borough
were of people in the older age group. Old age alone does not
explain the increased death rate from heart diseases.

It 1s pleasing to note that there were no deaths from accidents
on the road or in the home during 1951.

There were no deaths from Puerperal Causes.

The following table shows the number of cases of Infectious
Diseases notified during 1951 : —

In age Groups.
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Cases of Chicken Pox and Mumps were notified from
Schools, but as these diseases are not notifiable, correct figures
are not available.

Diphtheria still remains an unknown disease in the Borough.
This is due to the fact that Immunisation is carried out by the
General Practitioners and also at the Clinic. Immunisation is
offered at 8 months and again at 5 years and 10 years of age,
when booster doses are given.

Whooping cough—=22 cases were notified. During the latter
part of the year, immunisation against whooping cough has
been undertaken at the Clinic. Infants are immunised from an

early age, and booster doses are given at ages of about 3 years
and 5 years. It 1s too soon to tell yet what the results of this
will be. It is hoped that the dreaded whooping cough, with its
many complications, will become unknown as is the case with
diphtheria.

Vaccination against small-pox has also been undertaken at
the Clinic during the last quarter of the year. This is more
essential than ever now that rapid travel arrangements are made
from foreign countries where small-pox is epidemic.

The following figures show the number of children immunised
in the Borough during 1951, and were supplied by the County
Health Office at Wrexham : —

Diphtheria: —
Number immunised under 5 years .................. 109
Number immunised over 5 years ................... 8
Number given booster doses ........ TR ST 66
This gives the following percentages : —
Between 1—5 YEATrs .....ciciviiicini. dodionsmss s 83.4%
Between 5—15 years ..........ccecrarsirsnnsrenes. 92.3%

Whooping Cough : —
Number immunised under 5 years .................. 1
Number immunised over 5 years ................... Nil
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AMBUILANCE FACILITIES.

The Ambulance Service 1s controlled by the County Medical
Officer and details of the Service will be found in his Annual
Report.

Western No. 2 Area has an ambulance station at Denbigh,
Ruthin, Cerrig, Llanrwst and Llangernyw, with one ambulance
at each Station, making a total of 5 for the area. The ambulan-
ces deal with general and accident cases. Each Station 1s
manned by voluntary personnel. To supplement the ambulances
use 1s made of voluntary drivers of the W.V.S. Hospital Car
Service, and local taxi proprietors for the conveyance of sitting
cases, Ambulances to transport infectious cases are sent from
the hospitals concerned at Wrexham and Colwyn Bay.

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES.

A full report of this service WiHIbE given in the County
Medical Ofhicer’s Annual Report.

CLINHCS.

Clinics are held at the County Clinic, Middle Lane, as
follows : —

[nfant Welfare.—Alternate Wednesdays, the Medical Officer
attending in the afternocons.

[iminunisation.—Alternate Wednesday afternoons. Special
Clinics have also been held by appointment.

Ante-Natal —Alternate Wednesday mornings. Abnormal cases
are referred when necessary to the Specialist Obstetric
Clinic which is held on alternate Fridays. 112 expectant
mothers attended the Clinics for the first visit, and there
were 206 re-visits.

Orthopedic.—Clinics held alternate Wednesday mornings, the
Surgeon attending once every three months.

Physiotherapy.—This Clinic is held twice a week and patients
attend by appointment.

Dental.—Dental Clinics are held periodically when School
Children are examined and treated. Dental Clinics for
expectant mothers are held by appointment, and the follow-
ing table gives the attendances and treatments given :—
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VENEREAL DISEASES.

Clinics are held at Llandudno, Chester and Bangor for
diagnosis and treatment.

NURSING SERVICES.

This area is served by a Health Visitor who attends at the
Clinic and carries out domicilliary visits.

There 1s one midwife in the area, who also does Home
Nursing, and she is a Queen’s Nurse.

DOMESTIC HELP SERVICES.

The number of Home Helps in this area is one. She attended
one confinement case, It i1s extremely difficult to find suitable
women to enter this service.

HOSPITALS.

Infectious Diseases.—Cases requiring hospitalisation are
taken to Colwyn Bay, Wrexham and Hawarden.

General Medical and Surgical cases are treated at the Denbigh
Infirmary, which also has Maternity Beds.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT 1948.

No action was found necessary under Section 47 of this Act.
One aged person was visited and found to need hospital care.
She eventually entered hospital voluntarily and, therefore, legal
action was not necessary.

WATER SUPPLIES.

Water is supplied to the Town by a Statutory Undertaking,
viz., the Denbigh Water Coy., the Village of Henllan being
supplied from the Hafod Water Works controlled by the
Borough Council. Both supplies proved satisfactory during the
year. :

No samples of water were taken for bacteriological or chemi-
cal examination. No complaints were received regarding the
water supplied.

Number of dwelling houses supplied from public water
mains : —

(a) Ditect €0 HOUSES .\ s iuiinanas s s s s es 1,845
(b) By stand-pipes or well .........ocmnmvnpdnvnas 0
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SANITARY INSPECTOR'S REPORT

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Denbigh Borough Council.

Mr. Mayor, Madam and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit my report for the year ending
the 31st December 1951.

Inspections Made.

Fublic- Health- Mot 1936 .0 .2 nin ki i 670
Factories" At A8Vt 0. ana o c et e 86
Himean s Ak 306 L i 46
Bood. & Drups Act 1988 . .x. oo . B siEn nd. ot 220
Prevention of Damage by Pests At 1040 o2d 98
Shnpsoket IDB0 L s B 0 e A, SR T, 66
Rag Flock and Other Fillmg Materials Act 1951 2
National Assistance Act 1948 .......ciiiiiniiniin, 4

NOTICES AND LEGAL PROCEEDINGS -

Public Health Act 1936. Preliminary Notices—27 served, 18
complied with, § in progress.

Housing Act 1936. Preliminary Notices—5 served, 3 complied
with, 2 in progress.

Food and Drugs Act 1938. Preliminary Notices—6 served, 5
complied with, 1 in progress.

Factories Act 1937, Preliminary Notices—5 served, 4 complied
with,

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act 1949. Preliminary Notices
—2 served, 2 complied with.

Authority for the service of Statutory Notices was granted
by the Council on all occasions when application was made, but
no such netices were served. It 1s found that informal action
invariably proved successful and many matters have been
remedied by direct personal approach to the persons concerned,
without the necessity for an informal notice. - -

_No legal proceedings have been instituted under the above
Acts during the year.
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REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

A considerable improvement in the efficiency of the refuse
collection service is noted following the use of the new refuse
lorry which was brought into commission during July. It has
now been found possible to collect household refuse weekly in
all parts of the Borough. Trade refuse is removed from business
premises every week, Butcher’s Shops, Fish Shops and Cafes
being served twice a week if necessary.

Thirteen pail closets are now emptied by the Council in the
Town and Village of Henllan, this is carried out by the refuse
collectors and the services of a Contractor have been dispensed
with,

All refuse is disposed of by Controlled Tipping at Meifod
Quarry. This system i1s both satisfactory and economical. Five
men are now employed in the Refuse Collection Service, one of
the men being constantly at the Tip.

A very large number of dustbins in the Borough are defective
and require replacement, many houses are entirely without any
form of refuse receptacle. This state of affairs not only adds
considerably to the cost of the refuse collection service, but also
constitutes a danger to the health and comfort of the popula-
tion. It is hoped that the position will improve during the forth-
coming year, but efforts to deal with this matter are severely
handicapped by the unsatisfactory nature of the provisions of
the Public Health Act 1936 relating to the supply of dustbins
to premises by Owners or Occupiers.

SALVAGE.

The salvaging of paper, rags, ferrous and non-ferrous metals
has continued as in previous years. During the year over 46 tons
of paper was despatched to the mills, and four tons of rags,
scrap metal, etc., were collected and sold.

RODENT CONTROL.

A full-time Rodent Operator was appointed for the Borough
and commenced duties on the 1st April 1951. Seven hundred
and sixty-one properties were inspected as a result of which
77 infestations were discovered and action taken to secure their
destruction. Domestic premises were treated free of charge by
the Council, a charge being made for the treatment of all other
premises to cover the cost of labour and matenals.

The town sewers were examined and treated twice during the
year and all Council property was kept under constant super-
vision.
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HOUSING.

The construction of 19 new houses was undertaken by the
Council during the year and a further scheme for the building

of 84 new houses and two bungalows is to be undertaken during
the coming year.

The need for new houses remains acute, the position is
aggravated by the number of sub-standard houses occupied by
large families in the Borough and the continued occupation of
houses 1n clearance areas.

Whilst the need for re-housing tenants of sub-standard and
unfit houses is still a problem, it must be remembered that there
are many families living in seriously overcrowded conditions
for whom houses have still to be provided. It is apparent that

lousing remains the outstanding problem to be faced during the
coming and following years.

Concerning the maintenance of property, it is obvious that
house owners are having great difficulty in meeting the high
and still rising cost of building repairs. The low controlled rent
coupled with the high cost of maintenance is certainly the cause
of the serious decline in the standard of maintenance of houses
generally, and 1f many houses now rapidly falling into decay
are to be saved, some revision of the present method of rent
control 1s essential.

FOOD & DRUGS ACT 1938.

Twenty-two premises are registered for the sale of Ice-Cream
and two premises are registered for the manufacture and sale of
Ice-Cream. Nine premises are registered for the manufacture of
sausage and preserved foods, etc.

All the premises in the Borough used in connection with the
manufacture, preparation or sale of food were regularly visited
and the general standard of cleanliness was found to be con-
sistently good.

Twenty-seven samples of ice-cream were taken, of which one
was found to be unsatisfactory.


















