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10 THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS
OF THE BOROUGH OF DENBIGH

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my last annual report on the
health and sanitary administration of the Borough during the
year 1950.

There is no appreciable change in the Health statistics for
the vear. The Birth rate is raised, and there is also a rise in
the Death rate. The last winter took a heavy toll of the elderly
folk. Heart disease was again the main cause of death, and it
is significant that of the total deaths from this cause, there were
nearly twice as many women as men.

The Infantile Mortality rate 1s lower than the previous year.
One case of Anterior Poliomyelitis and one case of Iincephalitis
were notified, otherwise there were no serious epidemics, No case
of Diphtheria was notified.

The Sewerage Scheme for Henllan has been completed during
the wyear, and I would like to congratulate the Council, the
Contractors, and all concerned, on the excellence of the works
and the completion of a major Public Health project.

The new National Health Service has been in force for nearly
three years, and, gencrally, can be said to be functioning fairly
satisfactorily in this arca. The problem of the care of the infirm,
and chronic sick, is becoming increasingly prominent, and it is
very difficult to find accommodation for these cases in Hospitals,
especially as the scarcity of nurses is so acute. The Denbigh
Infirmary is working to capacity and doing excellent work, Cases
are now admitted from all parts of the Clwyd and Deeside area
to this Hospital. I have great pleasure in recording the fact that
there have been over 1,200 births at our local Hospital during
the last six years, and there has not been a single maternal death.
This is an excellent record and bears comparison with any Hos-
pital in the country. It shows a high standard of efficiency and
care on the part of the staff.

I am not happy about the Ambulance Service in the Borough,
since the County Council took over the responsibility for this
important work. One ambulance for Denbigh is not enough, and
there should be a full-time driver, also better coverage for the
area, I have had personal experience in several instances where
there was delay due to the ambulance not being available and a
driver not being able to respond immediately to an urgent call.
Remote centralised control of this essential service, from Cardiff,
is, in my opinion, not conducive to efficiency.

I take this opportunity of thanking Mr. M. E. Morris for his
assistance during the vears, and as it is his last full year in office
I wish him well and trust he will enjoy his well-earned retirement,

Yours faithfully,
J. TREVOR LEWIS.
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GENERAL STATISTICS

Area of Borough' =i diasnin st 9,072 Acres
Population Census 1931 +.covconniiiiiiannns 71240
Population, Estimated, 1950 -:-cceveneuen. 8,202
Number of Inhabited Houses 1921 ...... 1,300
Number of Inhabited Houses 1950 ......... 1,916
Rateable Value (Net Annual Value) ...... £37,046
sum represented (Net Annual Value) ...  £142

The Town serves as an important market centre for a well-
populated agricultural district, and has consequently changed
little in the past few years. We are glad to observe the cessation
of unemployment and the present relative prosperity which has
resulted from usefulness of such an agricultural community, The
chief occupations of the inhabitants are those conneected with
Agriculture and Limestone Quarrying. The Railway Company,
North Wales Counties Mental Hospital, and Crosville Bus
Company give employment to many in the Town. On the
whole, social conditions compare well with those found in some
industrial areas, and there is better continuity of employment.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
IN THE AREA

The PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE includes the Mayor
(Ald. J. Hywel Owen) and all the members of the Town Coun-
cil; Chairman, Ald. H. M. Lewis.

(1) 'The Public Health Staff consists of : —
The Medical Officer of Health (part-time): J. Trevor
Tewis;, B.Sc., M.B., B.Ch., M.R.C.S,; L.B:C.F.

Sanitary Inspector: M. FEvan Morris, Cert.R.S.1.,
F.S.I.A.

The Sanitary Inspector is also Market Superintendent,
Salvage Officer, Inspector under the Petroleum Acts,
Inspector under Shops Acts, ete.

Alan Hughes, part-time Pupil Assistant, appointed
August 1948.
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(2) A very efficient committee organises the General Nursing
of the Town. Miss Davies, S.R.N., &.C.M., Queen’s
Nurse. The County Council provides a Health Visitor
for the area.

(3) Laberatory Facilities. — Bacteriological examinations,
Swabs and Widal reactions are carried out at the
Public Health ILaboratory, Conway, free of charge.
Examinations of Tubercule are done by the King
Edward National Memorial Association Laboratory at
Cardiff.

BY-LAWS

New Streets and Buildings 1930.
Common Lodging Houses 1876.
Nuisances, Slaughter Houses, 1876,

Handling, Wrapping and Delivery of Food
and Sale of Food in the Open Air, 1950.

(6) Hospitals.—The Denbighshire Infirmary (55 beds) serves
the area as a General Hospital.

From July 4, 1948, it has been taken over by the Welsh
Regional Hospital Board, and is under the manage-
ment of the Dee and Clwydside Management
Committee, and a House Committee.

Ophthalmic and Ear, Nose and Throat Clinics are held
at regular intervals; also there is a Physio-Therapeutic
Department, with Clinies held twice weckly, on
Mondays and Thursdays from 2—4 p.m,

() Nursing Homes.—There are no Nursing Homes in the
area, and the Council is not a local supervising
authority.

(§) The County Health Authority undertakes the investiga-
tion of maternal deaths and also the care of Mental
Defectives.

(o) Tuberculosis. — Clinics are held at the Denbighshire
Infirmary on the second and fourth Wednesdavs in
each month under the supervision of the Tuberculosis
Physician.

Special allowances are available for patients and their
families in certain cascs and on the recommendation
of the Tuberculosis Physician.












All the houses in the town have one or more water closets,
with the exception of about seven, which are out of reach of
the main sewer.
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The Hamlet of the Green has its own sewerage syvstem and
continues to give satisfaction.

SWIMMING BATHS OR POOLS

No Public Baths or Swimming Pools are available within the
Borough; such amenities would prove a boon to a town of the
size of Denbigh.

CAMPING

There are no sites licensed for Camping.

SMOKE ABATEMENT

There is practically no smoke nuisance in the Town. There
are two or three isolated cases where i1t is expected that black
smoke can be reduced to a minimum. Complaints have been
received that Railway Engines cause a nuisance with black smoik:
in the vicinity of the Station and Engine Sheds. Every effort is
being made to get an improvement where necessary,

ERADICATION OF 'BED BUGS

(1} Council houses disinfested ............ Nil

(2) Other houses disinfested ............... I
The method emploved to disinfest is destruction of bedding
by burning, washing of other clothing in disinfectants,

fumigation with ‘“Cescones, Zaldecide” and other tested
solutions of D.D.T,

This work is carried out by the Public Health Department.

MEDICAI, INSPECTION OF SCHOOLS

The Medical Inspection of the children attending Elementary
Schools is carried out by the County Health Department,






TABLE I

Vital Statistics of Whole Districts during 1950 and previous Years

DENBIGH URBAN SANITARY AUTHORITY

L Births, Nett Deaths belong-
. ing to the District.
= Nett. =
= @ =
B , = @ Under 1
el | @, |24 | Yearof All
T2 28 |'gd age. Ages.
- o E e
Year. | 2 £ . ‘ ) e F'Eé &. I
=) £ 5 ! -
el R el !l 58 -
Lo ] e |82 |ES |23 Rk 8| ¢
= ] = =
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1041 | 116 | 12.9 | 261 | 216| 3| 258 | 95| 105
1942 | 181 | 193 | 217 84 9.5
. .
|
1943 | 12.9 | 159 | 205 38.3 | 10.2
|

194t [gs35 (112 [ 131 | 79| m2| 2/ 178 | 79| 104

19456 | 9384 | 88 | 104 99 88 4! 454 | 99 | 11.8

l

1946 | 8396 | 128 | 15.02 84| 131 93.4 | 84 |10.00

1
1947 | 8218 | 161 | 19.50 91| 164 55.9 | 91 |11.07

1948 | 8201 | 148 | 18.04] 78| 152 40.5| 78 | 9.51

|
71.43 | 93 | 11.81

1949 | 7877 | 126 16.00f 93] 132

L w© o o o

1
1950 | 8202 | 147 | 17.92] 110 | 135 54.m'1m!13.41




10

TABLE II.
Cases of Infectious Diseases notified during 1950.

~ Cases Notified in W hole

l :
E District.
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Opthalmia Heunntumm ins S I R R W S B e A R i
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Poliomyelitis o Pl | S | e SRR O I R O KR ARl 1D B R "
Pneumonia ... T : 1 4 | 4 |..|--|.-)...] 1] 2] & .. -
Measles ik ..| 28 42 | 313|16)..]..]...|--
Whooping Cough 1 I | 1 i |
..!._ . [ ] e ! e ] i e e
Totals R 38 | 13 |55 | B|18i121] 1| 4! 5| 3] . o
New Cases of Tuberculosis and of Deaths during 1950.
New Caces d Deaths.
Age Periods. Respiratory.| Non-Respir. | Respiratory. | Non-Respir.
M. F. M F. M. F. M. F.
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Ratio of non-notified tuberculosis deathes to total tubsreulosis deaths ..









Birth-rates, Death-rates, Analysis of Mortality, Maternal
. Death-rates, and Case-rates for certain Infectious Diseases
in the year 1950
England and Wales, London, 126 Great Towns and
148 Smaller Towns.
(Provisional Figures based on Weekly and Quarterly Relurns)
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Rates per 1,000 Civilian Population’

Births :—
Live aca .+ 15.8 17.6 16.7 17.8
Still - g .. 0.37 0.45 0.38 0.36
Deaths : —
All Caunses .. 5 e 11,6 12.3 11.6 11.8
Whaooping Cough bk 00l 0.01 0l 0.01
Tuberen'o:is .. 0.36 042 0.33 0,39
Influenza .. .10 0.09 0.10 0,07
Acute Poliomyelitis and
FPolioencephalitia .. S n.02 002 0.01
Pnenmonia .. S ... 0,48 0 49 0.45 0,48
Notifications (. orrected) :—
Typhoid Fever o ... 0,00 0 00 0.00 0.01
Paratyhoid Fever . 0.01 0.01 0.01 1,01
Cerebro Spinal Fever... «ws 0.3 003 0.02 0.03
Searlet Fever £ o 1551 1 56 1.61 1,23
Whonping Cough .a 3.60 3.97 3.15 3.21
Diphtheria .. o - 002 0.03 0.02 0.03
Erysipelas .. i T B 019 0.16 0.7
Mensles .. 839 B.76 8.36 6 57
Pnenmonia ... e .. 070 0.77 0.61 0.5)
Acate Poliomyelitis .. zal (0E1S 01: 011 0.08
Acute polioencephalitis «w D05 005 0.06 0.05
Food poisoning - e LT 0.18 014 0,25
Rates per 1,000| Liva Bi|ths
DEATHS : —
All causes under 1 year of age.. 20.8@a | 33.8 294 26 3
Enteritis and Diarrho a undes
2 yeare of age o O 22 16 1.0
Rates per 1,000 Total | (Live anld Still) Bir|ths
NOTIFICATIONS (corrected) : —
Puoerperal Fever and Pyrexia . 581 7 48 4 33 6 03
~ Kates per 1,000 Total Rates per million
(Live & Still) Births women aged 15-44
651 Abortion with Sepsis 0.09 T
50,652 Other Aboition 0.05 4
640 649, 670.678. Complication
of pregnaney and deiivery (.54
%1 Hepeis of childbirth and
the puerperium 0.03
680, 682 689 Other complica-
tions of the puerperium 0.15

There was no Typhoid & Paratyphoid, Diptheria, Smallpox,










































