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8t, Anns,
Chepstow,

4th August, 1945,
To the Chairmen and Members of the Chepstow
Urban & Rural District Councils.
¥r.Chaimmen, Ladies % Gentlemen,

I respectfully swbmit my Annual Report on the Health and Sanitary
Conditions of your Districts for the year ending December 1944,

Towards the end of this long war there is no real looal evidence that
the public health has deteriorated. Fatigues and hardship have been the
lot of many even in this comparatively fortunate area but there were many
compensating factors; thus if food lacked variety and palatability what
there was of it was allocated on expert advice and there was much less
malnubrition then befora. Hation wide surveys of height and weight of
ohildren in the various age groups lllustrate this strikingly. Then
amployment and a sense of being wanted within the commmity probebly has
high health wvalue.

The diphtheria epidemio continued inte the early months of the year,
but as it waa very fully reporbed im the previous Esport and im speocial
Reporte there is no need to deal with it now, except to emphasize once
again that it afforded us confirmation of the bemefit of immmization, as
the deaths and sevors oases were confined to non-immmized persons and
the incidence of the digease fell especially on adults. Whereas,
pmiﬁﬂy, one found many child cases to one adult case in our epidemic
there were several adult cases for every child case. Something was
proteoting the children and that something undoubtedly was immunization,

Housing conditions continued to deteriorate while all the time the
people's ideas of what is attainable and desirable continue to advance.
By current standards much of the old Chepstew housing is unfit for human
habitation and Rural conditions are considerably worse. If as seams to
be the position now, more and more new houses at St., Tecla and similar
sites - chesp whatever the price and sterectyped - if a multiplication
of such houses is the only remedy the final picture can hardly be one to
satisfy the town planner. Whether the gquestion of reconditioning solid






old obsolete houses in the old town or building new cottages with
individuality on its empty spaces has ever been considered I do not lmow,
but it is safe to surmige from the similarity of council estates crembed
in pre-war years that local Authorities have not beon encouraged to
stamp their individuslity on new additions to their tovms and villages.
The dippersal of old slum dwellers would have made for a more
balanced community; meny of them would have taken their place with
eradit in any community and at the other and of the goale it is doubtful
wisdom to put the sooially inadequate within such easy reach of kindred

spirits.
_Social Conditions & Vital Statistics
THRBAN RURAL
Aroa PP 1,550 42 459 Acres
Population waw 4,731 9,673 a

Deatha
Urban:- 157 personsa died in Chepshtow. Of these the majority were not
Chepstow Residents and their deaths occurred chiefly in Hospitals as

follows ;-
Regent Houaa sen 64
Chepstow & District Hospital 18
Hﬂltn.l‘y Hﬂﬂpi‘bﬂl T | W
Ministry of Penmaions Hospital &

Some persons normally resident in Chepstow died elsewhere, and including
them and excluding non-residents we find the Urban deaths total 63,

This glves a death rate of 13.F por 1,000,

Rural:= 3imilarly correctod Rurml deaths mumber E1 with a death rate

of 8.46 per 1,000.

Deaths ¢f Infents under one year

Total Urban Rural
| 14 1 13
Illegitimate 3 - 3
Stillbirths 8 2 6 all legitimate
Births
Total live births B4 211
Illegitimate 5 15
Infant Mortality rate 11,9 6l.,6 per 1,000
Matemal Deaths Nil Hil

Diarrhoea mder two years caused one Rural death.

Infectious disemse cnused six deaths; four from Diphtheria, two in each
Distriot including a German prisoner, and two from Whooping Cough in the
Rural - meither of which were notified before death. No Diphtheria
death ogourred in an immunized persen,
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Proviaslon for Maternlity Cases.

Generally speaking the expectant mothers conmstitute the most important
group in the commmity and their difficulties are very rightly regarded
as congtituting a very serious community problem., That however does not
mean that in these Districts a woman expecting a beby has her way made
oasy, Far from it. The homes are unsuitable in most cmses, overcrowding
is partioularly embarrassing, and fortunate indeed ia she who finds a
competent woman to manage the household for the month of incapacity. In
these respects conditions have been steadily worsening, end more and more
.expectant mothers are seeking institutional refuge. The limited
acoommodation available and the grim quality of that provided led to
spontanecus popular discontent culminuting in the oreation of a Joink
Committee of both Councils to explore the whole position,

The following were the mambers of the Committee.

Er.Comeillor A W.Andrews, Mr.Counciller D JH.Davies,
Hr.Goumcillor B.0'Neill, Mr.Councillor &.J.Proctor
Mr.P.W.0.Linnell, County Counsciller.

The history of these efforts is best set out in the following

R0 rENGS t=

From the Medioal Off'icer to The Joint Committee appointed to pgo
into the mabter of Maternity facilities in the Chepstow Districta.

This was an aoute problem a little time ago when there were many evacuees
from the london area unsble to make any private or institutional
arrangements for confinement, end great distress was averted only by the
fall of the flying bomb sites. As far as I know whatever mateornity
provision we had in the County was orowded to capacity and no serious
attenpt was made to augment it. Your committes really originated in
these abnormel circumstances. There persists a feeling, howsver, which I
share, that the meternity provision made by the County is wmsetisfactory
{apart altcgether from this ghbnorrel demand) both as regards the mmber of
beds provided and the general sftbtractiveness of the provision mads,

This lest point needa stressing, for representations made by you if
prassol,might lead to the County Council allotting for instence a ward in
Regent Houss to midwifery and so meet the demand for a greater nmumber of

beds, As you !mow such provision would not appesl to a mwber of women
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not completely desperate or destitute, and the poor "bookings" might be
uged later to prove how unsound your claims were.

To ba guite fair to the County Council it is as well to look at this
proposal from their point of view. They might ressonably tnke_ the view
that if satisfactory provision could be made (as regards steffing
equipment and so on) in such a place as Regent House that would be a lot
cheaper than the sams provision in a new bullding, and it might be
regarded as unreasonable if you turmed down their arrangements simply
because it was Begent House., 8o I put you the gquestion would any
provision made at Regont House be acceptedi My omm view is that it would
not, In thia the County Couwneil arve unforbunate. They are helra te the
old Guardians, who administered certain orude hsalth services - their
hospitals were the workhouses where, under hard discipline, a wretched
assortment of mental defectives, children, old bed-ridden people and
acute and chronic diseases of all kinds wore huddled together - nuraing
and everything else was of a primitive kind -~ they were in ghort in last
refuge of the wnfortwate. Naturally they omme to stand for all that was
worst in the British way of life and they were hated and dreaded in
congequence, There have been wast changes but the old asscciations
linger., The buildings are the same and I still hear many refer to Regont
House as the "grubber" or the "spike". Perhaps enough time has not
passed or perhaps the changes have not been sufficiently radical. Anyway
there it is, these bulldings would to my mind prejudice any scheme
comected with them,

There may be more in it then buildings. It may be that with the work-
bougses the County Council inmherited some of the workhouse tradition. They
have had to provide for the poorest and most hopeless of the community -
the mentally defective of all grades and very poor standards meet their
requirements, but I think what your Committee have in mind is a maternity
home where any reasonsble woman in the Commmity could find conditions in
keoping with her general standards - where Mrs X, for instance could pay
more and have a room of her own and where a good standard could be
assured to everyone - something in other words like the standard
represented by the Chepstow General Hospital. Is there much hope that
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the County Council would make such provision?

I think thelr one place solely devoted to mebternity cases is
Llanfrecha Grange (which incidently sesms te be in m ohronic siate of
being booked up) = I do not lmow whether this was purchased and equippsd
by the Council; it would bs irtoresting to know, as if it were, it would
argue progreasive tendenciss - their other maternity at the Coldra is for
ebnormal oases only (and it seems to be in the same condition of bed
shortage) - this house was & gift and I seem to remember there was delay
running inte years before the Council got it going although Dr. Hoeeyn
Jonea frequently urged the need for it,

What other maternity provision there is I am not sure, It consists
of odd beds in institubions - two in Hegent House, and as far as this
part of the Cownty is concermed an application to the County Hall on
behalf of a case bring almost inevitably the suggestion to get into touch
with Regent Houas.

In the mogt advanced Counties a very high perventage of births are
hospital births; in backward areas a very low perventage are, If decert
facilities are provided they are appreciated - we aaw that before the
Shirenewton had been long In existence, T would say that every ocaase
would be better in a home than in a priwate house.

I do not knmow how the financial argument would go. I would not like
to say that a maternity home would be self supporting, it might be and
cortainly it need involye mo great loas. In this commection private
enterprise has been discouraged until it ia no longer to be reclkoned
with. The Local Authorities do not like private nursing homes. There is
only ocne I think in all Monmouthshire including Newport end that is small,

The County Council administers the law relating to such Homes and is
likely to be edministered in such a way as to lead to closure, For
ingtance all admissions could be suspended by the County Medicel Officer
if a patient chanced to rm a temperature = a less serious view would be
likely to be taken of suoch a temperature in their own institutions., I
am not oriticizing this particular aspect - so many of these homes had
nothing to recommend them that on balance their dying out was a good
thing.
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But: neverthealess this fact lays the greater responsibility on the
Couneoil to make adequate provision.

Bo maternity cases are admitted to the logel Hospitel. I think
other hospitals take a certain number. Bubt that is out of the question
here because of accommodation.

It is never a good arrangement to have midwifery omses in amall
hospitals unleas a separate staff and block can be provided - the danger
wad illustrated hare when a patient died of smeptic infection some years
ago and Dr Hooyn Jones forbade further admlssiona. I might say in passing
that odd beds in Regent Eouse are open to just the mame risks but that
illustrates what I said previously on the administration of the law.

The position at Iydney is interesting. There the Gloucestershire
County Council have added a block to the local hospital and I presume
are financially responsible. The good fortune of the people living on
the other side of the Wye in this respect should be stressed.

In conolusion = I doubt if the proposed representation to the County
Counoil will prove wery helpful...cvveveencss

From the Joint Committee to the County Council to The

Mommouthshire County Counoil.

Dated 6th February 1945

Provision of Maternity Home. Public Health Act, 1936,

The Councils of the Chepstow Urban & Fural Districta desire to bring
to the notice of the Mommouthshire County Council the congiderable
hardship which is being cocmsioned in this part of the County owing to
the lack of suitable accommodation for expectant mothers, and urge them
to teke sppropriste action under the Public Health Act, 1936, by
providing a Maternity Home in this part of the County.

It 1s appreciated that a ward at Regent House has besn allotted to
midwifery, but spart from the fact that the acoommodation is totally
inadequate it is felt that a majority of expectant mothers would not
avall themselves of this service for the obvious reason that they feel
that there is some stigma attached to children born in what was
previously known as "The Work House". The members appreciste that
considerable facts have been taken to eliminate the feeling of






resentment towards these ingtitutions, but, nevertheless, the old
association lingers and expectant mothers feel that an entirely separste
building should be devoted to maternity cases.

The membors feel that if a suitable maternity home is provided in
this area more and more axpectant mothera will awail themselves of the
facilities, smd there is no doubt that the cases would do much better in
such plaocea than if confined in their own homes.

At the present time such cases from these distrlots have to rely on
hogpitel accommodation at Lydney and Llanfrecha Grange and invariably no
beds are available, -

In September 1941 a private Maternity Home was opened at "Caspwoalla"
Ghirenewton, and remained open wmtil December 1243. During ths time it
was avallable 16T cages were dealt with, and it is understood that many
had to be refused adnission owing to the limited mmber of bads.

The follewing table ghowa the overwhelming percentage of capss of
oconfinements at home, owing to lack of proper facilities.

Year At Home Cagpweells Regent House Lydney

Nursing Home Furaing Home
1941 206 [ 21 1
lo42 218 71 ! 23 1
1943 174 86 T E
1944 227 1l 21 15

lmth-r importent aspect of this epplication is the fact that most of
the dwellings ococupied by membere of the working classes are wumsuitable
to confinements at home. There is mo need to enlarge on this mspect.

It is felt that there are several large houses in this part of the
County which would be available for this purpose, and the District
Counoils will be only too pleased to assist the Cowmby Council by
furnishing details.

County Cowncilts Reply dated 2Tth March 1945,

Maternity Hospital Accommodation.

A special meeting of the County Council!y Maternity & Child Welfare
Committes was held last week to comsider the joint letter submitted by
the Chepstow U.D.C. and the Chepstow R.D.C. in regard to the provision of
Maternity Hospital accommodation in the Chepstow Area.
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Your respective Counoils will appreciate that the demand for
Hospital accommodation for midwifery purposes is common to all districts
of the County, and to meet somewhat the demand in the Chepstow area the
County Council are endeavouring to incremse the maternity bed accommoda-
tion at Regent House.

' In this connection the County Council are anxious to destroy the
antipathy of some people against entering a 'local authority?! hospital,
a3 in these days such views are entirely misplaced, The Councll feel
that the attitude of the public in this respect is changing rapidly.

Your respective Councils may rest assured that the County Council
are doing all that they can be reasonebly expected to do to provide
additional hospital accommodation for maternity cases.

Resolution of Joint Committee passed May Jrd and sent to
Counby Couneil,

IT ViAS BESOLVED:-= That the Comty Council be urged to take

appropriate steps forthwith to acquire premises, in this area or
immediate vicinity suiteble for adeptation (when labour and materials
are available) as a maternity home for the following reasons :=

(L) That the need for maternity accommodation in this area is most
pressing.

(BE) That a separate building smidet pleasant surroundings and fitted
with modern equipment should be provided,

(C) That Regent House is mot a suitsble building for maternity cases
and it is wnderstood thet acoommodation there is insufficient
for the number of cases of the type for which it was originally
intended,

(D) That in the opinion of this Committee, additional maternity
accommodation at Regent House will not appeal to the general
public as it is felt that expectant mothers desire to be

segregated from the type of patient normally admitted to Regent
House.

(E) That it is appreciated that expectant mothers will not be
reluctant to enter a 'Local Authority Hospital! provided it is a
building set aside for maternity cases only.

(F) That premises suitsble for the purpose are available or likely to
become availsble in the near future and that there would be no
difficulty if effecting an immediate purchase or at least
securing an option tc purchase immediately such premises are
relinquizhed by the Military or other Government Departments.

That the Committee wmderstand that the under-mentioned premises are

aveilable and urge that they be inspected as to their suitability:
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Mount Ballan, Portskewett

5t .Lawrence House, Chepatow

The Mount Welsh Street, Chepstow
5t .aur, Welsh Street, Chepatow
Hardwick Court, Chepstow,

County Council's Reply dated 30th May 1945,
I duly received the further joint letter dated May Tth 1945 signed

by yourself end the Clerk to the Rural District Council, which was
placed before the recent meeting of the Maternity & Child Welfare
Committee.

Their renewed consideration of the oase put forward by your
respective district ecouneils hawe led them to reiterate the vieows
expressed in the County Cowmcil's letter of March 2Tth last.

Whilst the County Council are prepared to exsmine any proposals put
before them and to inspect any premises which may be reported awvailable
and suitable, the list of properties submitted by you are either not

availsble or could not economicably be adopted for the purposs.

At this stage there was published a survey of the Hospitals of
South Wales and Monmouthshire by eminent medicel authorities at the
beheat of the Welsh Board of Health, from which the following extracts
have been taken:

"Widely di.ﬂnruuh uﬁmﬂnrﬂn nf u.ncnmnd.u:!:inn and aquipmant are
to be found in hospitals administered by public assistance and
sooinl welfare committees and in the maternity wards attached to
thamn, In some a reastnably high standard obtains whilst in others
little progress beyond the old workhouse standard has been made. In
the least progressive institutiona, which cover about 48 maternity
bada, the facilities and equipment in the mestarnity departments are
of the barest and, as might be expected there is little pressure on
the beds because they are rarely used except for wmmarried mothers
and for confinements of women of the mentally difficient type. As
already mentioned, publio assistance and social welfare committees
are under a statutory obligation to admit such cases and the
charaoter of the acocommodation provided is probably conditioned more
by the type of patient treated than by any desire to attain a
higher and therefore a more expensive standard, cnn'.uqunntly,
ordinary patients will not willingly enter suoh institutions,”

"The acoommodation for the chronic sick at the Regent House
P.A.I. Chepstow, is such as may be found in the worst type of old
fashioned Poor Law Imstitution”.

"The following institutions for the treatment of the sick
should be discentinued:- The Regent House, P,A,I. Chepstow,"

and so the position remains., The Hospital Survey encourages hope of
better things. It embodies the plans of aclmowledged experts and it is
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CHEPSTOW UGBAN DISTRICT COUHCIL.
SURVEYOR and SANITARY INSPECTOR'S REPORT for the YEAR 1944,

Water Supply, Thres samples for bacteriological and one assmple for
chemical analysis were taken during the year. All Analyst's reports
wore satisfactory., Ths town is supplied by a private company and there
is practioally 100% piped supply.

Sewsrs and Sewnge Disposal. Tho system was exbended during the year
from Welsh Street to Crossway Creen and it is hoped that after the War
advantage will be taken of the fact by the adjoining Cwnera to comnect
up to the sewer,

Gloset Accommodation, No conversion work was offected during the year.

Refuse Collection, The Refuse Lorry should be provided with a cover.
Salvage sales were ns follows :=

Wastea Paper, 57 tons 4 mrts. 3 qru. 2k a £351,11, 7
Rage & Secks 3 " 14 1l s 36« B4 O
Iron - s T 3 Lok cos s Ta 2
I!m s » 9 n E n LR N ] zl EI E
Bonesa 1 * [ L 2, 9, 4
Erass ] “ 5 aa Q. (4]
Cartona returned to Industrial uss P 10.15. O

Tﬂ!ﬁl EE Mlzp El.. 6

Schools. Satisfectory conditions generally throughout the year,
Inspections made during the year.

To thm' or dﬂfﬁﬂt‘ e 30
Revisits re complaints or defectas saa 29
h Iﬂlﬂ‘hiﬁ'ﬂl Dhu“ﬂ- ar Mliﬂﬂtiﬂﬂl Tr 30
To Shops and food-stores P 37T
To Refuse m ; saw 18
Re Rodent Control ane B
Re water sampling ses 3
leﬂ'l.ﬂ'ﬂ- with Ownars or w‘ Ew ]
Io Cattle Markat see 4
To verminous or dirty promises tes 12
Io Houses let In Lodgings "s 1
s
Work Done,
mm dafects rwm e ]
c“‘?i‘hﬂ 'wt’.-ﬂll and Hpﬂir'ﬂ “aw 1

loticea Sarved.

Informal under Publio Health Acts Y 13
Htatutory under Public Health Acts P 4
Fower of Entry notices under Housing Acts ses 2

Shops, lio addition to sanitary and washing fecilities were effected
during the year,

Eradication of Bed bugs. No great difficulties were met with during

the year. Two Counoil houses were dealt with by liguid wermicide
spraying.






Rodent Control. The Council's Refuse Dumps were dealt with by perscnnel
from Usk Agricultural College under Contract. The part time appointment
of a fodent Operative waas effected in the last quarter of the year.
Comment on the results belongs to next year's report, PFree issue cf
bait was tried also. The effectlive epproach to this problem ia
handicapped by the shortage of labour,.

Housing,
Dwelling houses inspected umder PJH.Acts or Housing Acts mil
Humher of inspections made for the purpose we Hil
Humber of dwslling houses recorded under Housing

Wuﬁlﬁad Eﬁgullﬂmn T - ww Hil
HNumber of inspections for the purpose Hil
fhmber of dwelling houses Injurious or dangercus 4o hau.lth 1
Hmber of dwelling housesa not in all respects fit for

human habitation Kouih - Bil
Humher of houses rendered fit by informal actipn e Hil
Humber of dwalling houses rendored fit by atatutory action Nil

Overorowding. MNo action taken during the year.
Lodging Houses, There are now no Common Lodging Housea in ths area
Houses let in lodgings. Remarks as for last year.

Building Bye-laws, Two plans for alterations and additions to existing
properties were submitted during the year.

Milk,
Number of Retail Purveyors on Register ses 8
Hmber of Wholesale Producers on Register e 4

Meat and Other Foods.

Condemned during the year and destroyed or used for animal food:-

Neatles Milk y o o 8 H.n:
Evaporated Milk s P T

hﬁt. L] 'TE ] E'i ]-h'i-
Split peas ses ses o "
Luncheon Meat oue . 9 tins
*- saw e - iR
Pram ey e e
Pilehards o ten 25 "
m Ma LN | [N N ] 11 .
Tﬂ'ﬂguﬂ aw tan 1
Baked BEeans en PEE o
m wew e & 7
Salmon sun s il
hdﬁr Meal e aw -
ﬂtﬂlk LN ] (NN ] 2 n
Mackerel “ee sae 100 stone
Megrims N ses 40 "
&F& ‘lhiting con “aw B
Dried Egg ik wiain 5 packets
melstte mixbure can . 124 packets
Confect. & Sponge oake mixture e 25 "
Imported Lamb & Sheep returned to Depot as 121 carocases
Im@ﬂﬂ 'h.'aP liver T T 149 1lbs.
hﬂl‘hﬂd H!_ Li-flt' e & 532 11}'-
Seedless Raisins Iy e 25 1bs.
looga hﬂ‘mni T - J.EB 1h.l
Rusks saw T 20 packets
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CHEPSTOW FURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

SURVEYOR and SANITARY INSFECTOR!'S
ANNUAL. REPORT for the YEAR 1944,

Water Supplies.

Owing to the increased conaumption in the Severn Tunnel area, the
supply at Enollbury and Vinegar Hill, which ere high points at the end of
the main become intermittent. To furnish a constant supply to these
points, two storage tanks with automatic control wvalwves hawve been fixed
during the Year., As a result a constant supply of water has been
restored.

Salvage.

During the Year the smount of salvage material available for
collection has shown a steady decline. Appeals to the public have been
made at various times through the press, but the shortage of waste paper
and textiles in particular is sbill acute. The position is not confined
to this distriot, but appears to be general. It is realised howsver,
that as these materials are in such short supply in the first instance
the falling off cannot be attributed to apathy on the part of the publioc.

Salvage sales were as follows :-

tht'md Tins Ty 23.17. 4
Bottles & Flagons “es 6. 3, &
Waste papsr e 165.14,11
Jam Jars aw 16, 0
Boneas BEE s 34 4
Rubbar s 16.12, &
Metals . 2. 0,0
Cast Iron aw T.19. 0
Sacks & Rags 46, 9, 9
Liﬂht Iron eto. T 4. 2. 8

£277.19. 0

Closet Acoommodabion.

———

& comections to the water carriage system were effected during the
yoar,
Rafuse Collection,

This is carried out by the Council employing direct labour and is
confined to the parishes of Portskewett, Roglet and Caldicot, Other
parishes are desirous of obtaining this zervice, but while the actute

shortege of lebour persists this is not practicable,
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Schools,
Senitary conditions have been improved al one school during the year.

Ingpection during the year.

Dairieas and Cowshads Baw T8
Ae drainage work ss 108
Draina tesbted Paw 23
Re water supply raeun B2
Vieits re ]:i:mning e 150
Ra vemmin e 15
Bnts and Mios destruction s 135
fis infectious digemsa and disinfection 54
Schoola PR a3
Shops B i2
e Air Raid Shelters Biwa 277
Milk Bnmplﬂu e 20
Water Samplea s 20
Bakehouaes viaited ] 11
Viaits re Petrol Licences i 13
Vigits re Slaughter Licences A 3
Re Sewarage e 36
Building Byelaws "o 38
Ea Muisances S 30
Fost War Hﬂuﬂiﬂg Y ﬁﬁ
Uigeellanasous visits e 850
Work done,

By Owners after Informal Notices.

Houaing Repairs "o 34
Drainage repairs s T
Muisances abated s 20

By Owners after Statutory Notices.

Bousing repairs sas 1
Drainage repairs see 1
Nuisances abated e 1
Hotices sarved.

Informal under P.H.Acts s 28
Statubtory under P.H.Acts e 5
Shops

Io progress in improved sanitary facilities during the year,
Eradication of Bugs.

Disinfestations have been successfully carried out at 4 premises during
the year.

Bats and Mice,

In August 1944, a Bodent Operative was employed by the Council to deal
with infestations brought to light by a survey earlier in the year, Much

valuable work was done,
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Housing,

Dwellinghouses inspected wder P.H.Acts or Housing Acts 88
Mmber of inspections made for the purpose 150
lumber of dwellinghouses recorded under Housing

Congolideted Repulations Hil
lmber of inspections for the purpose Bil
Fumber of dwellinghouses injurious or dangerous to health Hil
Mumber of dwellinghouses nmot in all respects fit for

human habitation " 40
Mumber of houses rendered fit by Informal action 34

Frocsedings wnder Sections 9, 10 & 16 of Housing Aot 1036.

Humber of houses in respect of which notices were served 3
Humber of houses rendered fit by Statutory action (by
CWIETS ) iy e

£

Proceedings wnder P.H.Acts,

Number of houses in respect of whlch notlces were served 1
Number of houses rendered fit by Statutory action 1
Proceedings under Sec,ll % 13 of Housing Act 1936.
Fumber of houses in respect of which Demclition Orders

were made ceu wew Nil
Humber of houses demolished ces nil

Overcrowding.
Two cases of overcrowding have been investigated during the year.,

Building Byelaws.

During the year 13 plans for buildings and alterations were approved.
Certifiocates of Essentiality were granted in 13 cases whers work was
required to buildings, the cost of which was in excess of £100.

Milk % Dairies.

Puring the year milk samples were taken and exnminations carried oub
regarding the keeping qualities, In the case of failures, these were
followed up and advice given regarding the methods 4o adopt to obtain
olean milk,

Meat & Other Food.
Condemned during the year snd destroyed :=

Butchera Meat e 250 lbs.
Tinnad Moat ann 15' -
Tinned Goods (meat, soups eto.) oes 47 tins
Tinned Fish asw 24 tins
Cheaga aan 14 1bs.
Baoon e = "
B'l.'[t-t&l' - n
Jm- L ] ? “
WATER SUPPLY

The parishes of Poriskeweit, Caldicot, Roggiett, and Undy are
supplied with water purchased in bulk from the Chepstow Water Company,

distributed through a system of mains owned by the Council, The qumlity
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and quantity have been satisfactory during the year.

Parts of the parishes of Mathern and S%t. Arvans are supplied by
Chepatow Water Co., through their own mains. The village of St, Arvans
is supplied by a small schame installed by the Council., The quality and
quantity have been satisfactory.

The parish of Casrwent and parts of the parish of Mathern are
supplied with water obtained from the Chepstow Water Co., and distributed
through mains owned by the Monmouthshire County Council. Quality and
quantity have besn satiafactory.

The parish of Devauden is supplied by a scheme installed by the
Council, in which hydraulic rams are employed. The gquality has been
satisfactory, but during the severe drought of late sumer great care had
o be exercised to maintain the supply.

The remainder of the district is dependant for water supply on small
private schemes and public and private wells and springs. The quality
of water obtained from some of these sources haa beon gquestionsble,.

The provision of piped supplies would appear to be the only
satisfactory means of ensuring water of a good quality and sufficient in
quantity. Consulting i%nginanrn have been appointed o deal with the
question of water supplies throughout the district,

Baoteriologioal and Chemical samples of pipes supplies have been
taken during the year and the results were as follows :=

Bactericlogical - Ta All satisfactory
Chemical - B All satiafactory

The waters are not liable to have plumbo-solvent action.

In one ingtance where an unsatisfactory sample was obtained the well
was cleansed and measures taken to prevent surface pollution,

Proportion of dwelling houses supplied from public water main:- 57%

Proportion of population nmpii&d from public water mains:- 49

Proportion of dwellinghouses supplied by means of standepipes:- 3,27

Proportion of population supplied by means of stand-pipes:= 2.8%
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PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS DISEASES

The following cases hawe been notified during the year :-

Scarlet Fever ven
niﬂthﬂm LN
Puerpural Pyrexia sese
Dysentery sua
TUBERCULOSIS

Cases on the Tuberculosis Register:

Urban: Males 9 Femalas
Rural: e 33 L]

lHew Cases and Mortality during 1944,

Urben 6 Bural 11 Mortality

Hrban Sural
6 18
37 17
2 1
1
10 Tokal 19
23 = hg

Orban 1 Bural 3

_____ :
New Casos Daatha
Age Periods i Fon Non
Respiratory | Respiratory| Respiratory| Respiratory
M F M F M Bl | M e P
0 - :
l - 1
B =
15 =
25 = 1 3 ot
35 =
4F = 1
BE - 1
EE -
D -
l =
6 = 1 p |
15 = 1 1l
25 = 2 2 1l
35 = 1
45 = il 1 1
b6 = 1
ﬁ -
Diphtheris Immunization
Immmized during 1944 l-65 6§ - 1B
Urban 56 49
Bural aT 37
Percentage of Children
Immyunizad TUrban TE.5 82.5
Bural B4 .5 BT .3

These figures are considerably above the County ATOTRES

In conclusion I take the opportunity of thanking your Clsrks and

Sanitary Inspectors for their assistancs, always cheerfully and promptly
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