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T. T. BIRBECK, s T -
CLERE OF THE COUMCIL %‘ ek,
TELEPHOGMNE MO, : 2214/2218 %ﬂé«h MOM,

30th November, 1964,
The Chairman and lembers,
Rural District Council of Chepstow.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit my Annual Repcrt on the Health and Sanitery
Conditions of your District for the year ended 31lst Deeember, 1963,

The health of jcur district continues to be satisféctnry.

I would 1like to take this cpportunity of thanking Mr.
Thittingham and Mr, Powell for their help and co-operation.

I remain,

Your obedient servant,
E.ll. Dowell

Medical Officer of Health
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otatistics

The estimated mid-year population for 1963 was 12,590. In 1950
it was 10,090,

- The natural increase, l.e. the figure that the number of births
exceeds the number of deaths, was 101. The natural inerease in 1962
e ‘59.

Birthg
Births Males Females Total
Legitimate 112 LY 229
Illegitimate 4 8 12

The highest number of births recordsd since 1950 was 21/ in 1962.
The lowest was 158 in 1953.

lhe live birth rate per 1000 of population for Monmouthshire was
15,94 ¢

St111 Births Males Females Total
Legitimate 2 2
I1legit imate L it

The Registrar General arranged to supply Medical Officers of
Health with details of transferable stillbirths (inwerd and outvard)
registered on and after lst January, 1963. Two inward

transferable deaths were received and the cause of dzath was as
follows:-

(1) Hydrocephalus with Spina Bifida
(2nd baby of twins)
(11) 1Ia. Eclampsia.
b. Prematurity.

In 1962 there were 9 stillbirths.



Infant Mortality

Dgaths of Infants under

one year of ape Males cemales Total
legitimate 4 2 6

The following gives a list of the deaths of infants under one year of
age, giving age at, and cause of deathi:=

(i) lale 3 days Pulmonary atelectasis
(ii) Male 2 weeks Ia. Meningitis
b. Meningo-myelocoele and
: hydrocephalus
(iii) Female 1 day Prematur ity
(iv) Male 2 months Lumbar meningo--myelocoels
(v) HMale 20 hours Ia, Hydroecephalus and cleft palate

and hare lip.

In 1959 and 1960 six infants under one year of age died.

m

The infant mortality rate per 1000 live births for Monmouthshire
g 08B,

Deaths
Derths Males Females Total
76 b4, 140

ere were 145 deaths in 1962 and 115 deaths in 1960,
Ihare were 7 deaths attributed to neoplasm of lung in 1956.
The death rate per 1000 of population for Monmouthshire wes 13.67.

The following table gives a classification of the cause of death
and the number attributed to each cause. '




DEATHS -~ 1963

Tuberculosis, other

Malignant neolasm, stomach
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus
Malignant neplasm, brsast

Other malignant and lymphatic
nsoplasms

Diabetes

Vascular lesions of nervous system
Coronary disease, angina
Hypertension with heart disease
Other heart disease

Other circulatory disease

Infiuenza

Pneumonia

Eronchitis

Other disease of respiratory system
Gastritis, enteritis, and diarrhoea
Nephritis and nephrosis

Congenital malformations

Other defined and ill-defined diseases

A1l other accidents

Suicide

Total all causes

5
5

e

76

7

32
14

4

LIS

i1

Pm e e—

64,



General Tpidemiology
Diphtheria.
For the eleventh consecutive year, no case was nobtified.
Diphtheria Tmmunisation.

During the year 188 children were immunised against diphtheria. Of the
number imrunised, 66 were children born in 1963 and 101 were born in 1962, y

There were no confirmed cases of poliomyelitis during the year, so it
was not necessary to suspend immunisations.

Poliomyelitis.
On the 13th Hay, 2 case of paralytic poliomyelitis was notified., The
patient was a girl age 7 years and the paralysis which was slight occured
in the left leg. -
As this was a paralytic case, oral poliomyelitis vaccine was offered
to children at the same school and also children living in the same street.
The vaccination state was not considered.
Unfortunately the patient died and the cause of death was neuroblastoma.
Lysentery,
Yor the fourth consecutive year, no cases were notified. -
Food Pecisoning.
Ls for dysentery, the return was nil.
Tuberculosis.

The following were the notif'ications of new cases of tuberculosis
receilved ouring the year :-—

(1 liale 63 Years Lungs.
(2) liale 51 Years Carvical Gland. ;
(3) Male 10 Years Meninges.

During the year 136 children who are pupils at Caldicot Secondary
Fodern School were vaccinated againet tuberculosis,



Burveyor and Publie Health Inspector's Annual
Report for the Year 1963.
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Food Preparing Premises .
Bakehouses e
Food Inspections .e
Drainapge .
Drain Testing i
Sewerage ‘e
Water Supply ..
Housing ‘e
Inflectious Diszease & Disinfection =
Huisances aa
Disinfestation Sk
Shops Acts o
Refuse Collection and Disposal e
Factories .
Building Byelaws i
Petrol Licences i
Hiscellansous s
Work Done By Owners
Housing Repairs ve
Drainage Repairs -
Wuizances Abated e

By Owners

O
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VATER SUPPLY

The supply to the district waz maintained throughout the yvear by the
Newport and South Monmouthshire Vater Doard,; and several improvements were
effected, There are still a few areas requiring & piped water supply,
notably Llangmm, Llanfair Discoed and Common 3 coed although it is understood
that the Board is making every effort to improve conditions in these parisches.
An unusual sitvation exists at Ition where a2 private water scheme serves the
village and where a portion of main was renewed many years ago by this Council
who built 4 houses at that time, This main was taken over by the Doard who
prohibited any new connections until they were able to acouire the whole of
the scheme including the source, 2and thus they would ensure a pure supply.
They are apparently unable to acouire the supply without the agreement of all
the existing consumers ond this seemed unlikely to be forthcoming. In the
meantime, development is prohibited in this area and the guality of the mater
to the existing users fluctuates.

The following table shows the samples taken and submitted for bacterioclogical
analyses by the Public Health Laboratory at Newport.

RESULTS
Parish Samples Rawr Treated Satisfactory Unsatisfactory
Severn Tunnel 1 - I 1k 1% i
Area 3
Devauden 9 - 9 9 =
Tintern L - Iy L - :
Shirenewton 6 - 6 5 1
Hathern 2 - 2 2 -
5t. Arvans 2 - 2 e -
37 = 37 35 2
e = ——— =t e e et




HOUSTIG

The Council continued to build houses for steclworkers einloyed at
Llanwern and extendsd the housing site at Caldicot by erectins a total
of 197 such houses during the year. In addition a further 211 houses
were under construction on this and one other site at the end of the
year., ©GCaldicot was also a centre for considerabls private house
building and a total of 95 were completed., A significant feature of
the year from the private davelopment point of wview wms the sudien
emergence of Shireneswton incorporating lynyddbach as a small prowth
centre for speculative building. This was achieved principally by
the owners of small cottaces with large gardens severing the lanc and
in filling with dwell-uﬁs. This prbv*ded approx. 110 sites and many
more to come,in fubture the population of this village which hed
declined from 924 in 1321 to 705 in 1961, gave the impression that it
would inersase to approximately 1063.

Apart from the housing at Caldicot the Council decided in
nrincinle to crect Aged Persons Bungalows at Rogiet, Tintern, Devauden
Caevwent and Portslewett and plans were put in hand.

There were five dwellinss dealt with as unfit for human habitation
and scheduled for demolition. Contrary to their usual pﬁlicv of
allowing the owners to piv: an undertzking to use the building for a
purpcse other than houslnu, the Couneil insisted upon demolition
ordecss in an affort to clear these unsightly buiidings.

The position at the end of 1963 was that thers were still 41 dwsllings
which neaded to be demolished but in many cases there were difTicult
circumstances preventing any immediate setion. In soms ingstances, the
avgllings were farmhouses or in areas vhere no Council house building
was envisaged. It was hoped to encourare owners to rescue several of
these houses bubt the cost is considerabls and the inducement of a grant
is not available in these circumstances.

A further /4 licences ere issued to station carawvans for
temporary living accommodation making the total in the district to 49.
With the excention of 2 sites these were all located on individual
fites,.



The following tablzs shows the number of Iuprovemsent Grants
made and the total to date.

Mumber Arount
£
Standerd Grants 1963 36 4635
Total to December, 1963 93 12175
Discretionary Grants, 1963 18 6013
Total to December, 1963 157 45264

The Council gave applieante every encouragement with grants and the
procedure for obtaining them is made as simple as possible. Unfortunately
in one instance, a grant already agreed had to bs withdrawn at a later
stage because the applicant had virtually demolished the building he
was supposed to be improving and this contravened the ralevant conditiosns
of the grant scheme. This was subsequently supported by the Ministry
of Housing.

- 10 -
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FACTORTES ACT

The reponsibility for the inspection of factories is divided between
the Local Authority and the Factory Inspectorate with the Former being
responsible for sanitary conveniences in all Factories and cleanliness,
overcrowding, temperature, ventilation and drainage of floors in those
factories not employing mechanical power, The foll wing tables show the
number of inspections made during the year and the action taken,

s Eer EL S EE R R

Premises

Fa——

&umber of

Hegister

Eailid e e

Viritten
Inspections Hotices

Factories in which
oections 1, 2, 3, L
and 6 are 4o be
enforced by Loeal
Authority

Factoriezs not ineluded
in (1) in which
dection 7 is enforced
by Leoeal Authority.

Other premises in
which Section 7 is
enforeced by Local
Authoritys (excluding
outworkers premises),

17

25

Oocupierd
Prosecuted

El, -

T e g S
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L

Wiant of cleanliness
Overcrowding
e

Unreasonable
temperature

Inadequate
ventilation

Ineffective drainage
off floors

Zanitary Conveniences

%a) Insufficient

b) Unsuitable or
defective

{c) Wot separate

for sexes

Other offences
against the Act (not
including of'f'ences
relating to Outwork)

e

SEP—

N

Found

Number of cases

e i M W B S

Remedied

in

e e A
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RODENT. CONTROL

The rat problem does not really exdct in the distriet at the present time
and a2 major infestation has not been seen for some years, even at such places
as RNefuse Tips. Thiz is due partly to systematic inspections and control and
also to improved poisons and methods of baiting. In some areas, it has been
found that rats have developed immwnity against Warfarin - the most widely used
poison bait, but this has not been the case in this area where the resulta have
been good. The following table shows the inspections made and the number of
infestations found:-

T T R T R R S e S

i
Local Iwelling A1l other :
R o - : Apricultural
Authority Houses Premises

el T I el T T e T I . B s

Ho. of Properties

Inspected as a

result of

(a) Nohification : 321 5

(b) Suwrvey 3 38 22 163
e i A s L T G N, B S e B — —

In addition to the above surface treatments, the sewers at Caldicot, Hogiet
and Sudbrook were baited and whilst no major infestations were discovered ‘the
following .table shows the worl involved.

Wo. of Manholes Baited 216
No. of Hanholes showing partizl toke of poison 29
Ko, of ilenholes showing no take 187

The reiuse tips arc inspected each week and the banks and streams in the
district are alsc investigoted. As, will be scen from the table above, farms
and other agricultural huildings are inspected but the farmers generally wish
to carry out their own treatment if any infestation is found, The usual rick
control was exercised during the threshing season,

 A30=




Work commenced on Stage 11 of ithe Caldicot Sewage Disposal Scheme wvhich meant
that various sewers, pumping station and disposal worlis with outfall sewer would
be completed by mid 1964, This would ensure that 211 sewage from Rogiet and
Caldicot vwhich had hitherto been discharged crude into the River Severn would be
partially treated and the effuent thus inproved. The remainder of the comprehensive
scheme embracing the three parishes of Rogiet, Caldicot and Portskewett would then
be commenced upon complotion of Stage 11,

5t. Arvans sewerage scheme was completed ond it wes inbended to connect all
dwellings in the willage to the new sewer in the beginning of 1964, This scheme
served 58 dwellings at a cost of £23,9350 excluding culﬁ.u:,l:: tions whiech were estimated
t £3,800,

The Council instructed their Engineers to prepare a scheme for Mathern which
would serve 107 dwellings and provide for development up to o further 91l dwellings

-

at an estimated cost of £95,000,

The remaining cutstanding schemes et Tintern and Undy showed no progress during
the year but it was hoped to commence Tintern in 196).

Complaints were received at Caldicot of a nuisance from smell caused by a
pumping station which had been built in close proximity to drellings and it was
decided to install Ultra Violet Deodorising Units o abate this nuisance at an
gatimated cost of S24)..

Sanples of effluent were teken from dispousal ¢|alhu to ensure that they were
of the prescribed standard and remedial work was carried out where there showed
deterioration.

The cesspool emptying service operated at a cost of £2,879 providing a free
gervice for all domestic promises for as often az is requ1ruﬁ. In praciice ﬁhis-
is not abused and generally speaking three or four empbyings is more than
adequate. It was hoped to augment the existing two wehicles with a third during

196/,
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The following table shows the number and type of food premises in the 1'“
distriect.

VR
Premises Tumber s
Dakehouses 2 g
Butchers L
Fizh and Fruit Premises 6
Food Vehicles L
Ice Cream Premisez 3
Provision Shops 41

Restourants and Kitchiens 20

The following foodstuffs were examinot and found to be
consumption. It wos voluntarily surrendercd hy the owners an h L
the refuse tip at Portskewctt.

Description Reason for Condemnation
Tins of Cooked Meat Deconposition
Porage Oats 1t

Regular visits are made to all food establishments as ﬂuf;]:ﬂaﬁaﬁ
the standard was meintained throughout the year. Informal action
several instances to secure cleansing of walls and ‘flaﬁ:ra,
redecorated as a result of visits, Ttincrant vendors
to conply with the Food Hygiene Regulations. There are no laugh
within the district or manufacturers of icecsream. Transport of meat
was satisfactory.









