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CARMARTHENSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SCHOOL MEDICAL OFFICER FOR
THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1951

The priority specialist treatment services lost by school children
when the National Health Service was established, is most acutely
felt in respect of ear, nose and throat defects. Waiting lists are
getting longer each year and even urgent cases are not guaranteed
early inpatient attention.

In school dentistry, the deterioration in service continued apace
but in 1952, one of the vacancies for Assistant Dental Officers was
filled, and the prospects now appear brighter.

A reflection on a milk producing County like Carmarthenshire
was removed during the year, by the termination of the arrangements
for the provision of dried milk at a number of Schools. At the end
of the year, children at all Schools in the County were able to have a
supply of liquid milk.

An aspect of school life causing much concern is brought out in
 Teports received from Medical Officers; there are too many com-
plaints of dusty classrooms and insufficient attention to the
cleanliness of urinals and closets. The administrative difficulties
are realised but the matter is extremely important and no effort
should be spared to avoid insanitary conditions. For health
Teasons and because of its influence on the child, cleanliness should
be the first consideration at all schools.

A serious gap in the School Health Service of the County is the
absence of arrangements for the proper ascertainment of partially
deaf children. Partially deaf children can be properly ascertained
only by audiometric surveys with a group speech audiometer, a
gramophone type instrument. With a view to such surveys being
%dertaken in the County, the Education Committee arranged for
Nurse D. Evans Murray, a School Nurse, to undergo at a London
Hospital a six weeks course of training as audiometric test operator.
Unfortunately, difficulty in obtaining the necessary audiometric
€quipment has prevented surveys being started.

In the early part of the year, the Health Committee drew the

ittention of the Education Committee to recommendations made
%y the Joint Tuberculosis Council as to the protection of organised
groups of children against the risk of infection by adults sufiering
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from tuberculosis. The School Medical Officer, in 1946, drew the
attention of the Education Committee to the necessity for ensuring
that school teachers are not tuberculous risks to the children, and
the Education Committee agreed upon the desirability of entrants
to teaching appointments in the County undergoing chest X-ray
examination, and for the ammual X-ray of all teachers. Strong
opposition to the proposals was offered, but the Committee made it a
condition that all teachers on appointment should undergo medical
examination by the School Medical Officer, who had full power to
arrange any examination considered necessary by him to decide
medical fitness. Since 1946, therefore, all newly appointed teachers
in the County have had an X-ray of the chest as part of their medical
examination.

Although the routine annual X-ray examination of all school
teachers was resisted by teachers organisations, I am glad to say
that no difficulty has been experienced in obtaining the attendance
of teachers at Mass Radiography Units, or in receiving their full
co-operation. This record of the co-operation of individual teachers
in the County is necessary in view of the issue, at the time of the
preparation of this report, of a memorandum by the Ministry of
Education making it compulsory as from the 1st April, 1953, for
all entrants to the teaching profession to have a chest X-ray, and
also so far as possible, at annual intervals.

School canteen workers are also required to undergo chest X-ray
examination on appointment, and a similar condition of appoint-
ment applies to the staff of the Children’s Homes in the County.

Arrangements were made with effect from the 24th July, 1951, for
the services of Assistant Medical Officers of the Education Com-
mittee to be utilised for the medical supervision of the Homes
administered by the Children’s Committee. A Medical Officer was
allotted to each Home to keep in touch with the Superintendent or
Matron ; to undertake medical supervision generally ; and to give
advice on matters affecting the health and dietary of the children, or
the hygienic condition of the premises.

I am grateful to the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Members of
the Education Committee and the Director of Education, for their
help and the kind consideration they have shown to me, and to the
Teachers for their continued interest and valuable assistance. I
would also record my appreciation of the loyal co-operation of all
members of the professional, nursing, administrative and clerical
staff.

R. EVANS,

School Medical Officer.
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STAFF

County Medical Officer of Health and School Medical Officer :
R. Evans, M.D., B.Sc., D.P.H.

Deputy County Medical Officer of Health, Deputy School Medical
Officer and Divisional School Medical Officer :

D. G. G. Jones, M.B., B.5;, D.P.H.

Assistant Medical Officers :

E. H. Beynon-Hopkins, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.

E. T. Davies-Humphreys, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.

D. O. Davies, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.

M. G. Danaher, M.B., B.Ch., B.A.O., L M., D.P.H.

M. J. A. Davies, B.Sc., M.B., B.Ch. (commenced 9th January,
1951).

Elfyn T. Jones, B.Sc., M.R.C.5., L.R.C.P., D.P.H. (part-time).

Chief Dental Officer :
G. Ungoed Griffiths, L.D.S., R.C.S.

Assistant Dental Officers :

F. G. Day (temporary).
Gwilym Evans, L.D.S., R.C.S. (part-time).

Dental Attendants :

Mrs. V. M. Arundell (part-time).

Miss E. B. Evans.

Mrs. E. G. Badger-Davies.

Miss C. Lloyd-Morgan (resigned 31st August, 1951).

Senior Orthopaedic Sister :
Miss E. R. Buckley, C.5.P.

Assistant Orthopaedic Sister :

Miss L. M. Davies, C.S.P. (resigned 30th June, 1951).
Miss O. Jones, C.S.P. (commenced 25th June, 1951).

Chief Nursing Officer :
Miss M. Evans, S.R.N., S.C.M., H.V.Cert.

Deputy Superintendent Health Visitor :
Miss F. Hughes, S.R.N., S.C.M., H.V.Cert.

Consultants available for School Health Service :

ﬁgrthupaedic Surgeon :
G, D. Rowley, M.Ch.
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NURSING
District. Nurse. Qualifications.
Whole-time Nurses.
Amman Valley ... .. R. A. Roberts ... S.R.N. and S.C.M.
Ammanford A. Howells e S3.R.N., S.C.M. and Health
Visitors” Certificate.
Bumy Pope. = Gl el H.E. James .. S5.R.N.and S.CM.
Trimsaran ' i G. M. Williams ..... S.E.N., S.C.M. and Health
Visitors’ Certificate.
Llangennech ... @ .. M. Jones S.C.M., Health Visitors’
Certificate and Diploma
in School Nursing and
Hygiene.
Carmarthen Borough G. I. Evans S.R.N., S.C.M. and Health

St Clears ..

Llanelly Borough

| Felinfoel
Tumble
Llandebie
tPencader ...
| Bancyfelin ...
Llandilo ..
Nantgaredig
Llangendeirne . .

‘Llandovery ..

Part-time Nurses.

Llansawel ...
Cilycwm

M. E. E. Davies
C. Jones

M. C. Jones

G. Greene

G. M. Roberts
D. C. Insley
E. M. Jenkins

E. J.M. Jones ...
A.E. Jones  _.

J. Kerswell ...

E. N. E. Thomas
C. M. Bailey
H. Sefton Jones

M. E. Thomas ...

M. . Evans

N. . E. Baker

B.5. Owen ..
D. Murray ...

M. L. Angel
E. G. Cox

S. Jenkinsg ...

Visitors' Certificate.
S.R.N., S.C.M. and Health
Visitors' Certificate.
S.R.N., S.C.M. and Health
Visitors' Certificate.
S.R.N. and S.C.M.
S.R.N., 5.C.M. and Health
Visitors' Certificate.
S.R.N., S.C.M. and Health
Visitors' Certificate.
S.R.N., S.C.M. and Health
Visitors' Certificate.
S.R.N., S.C.M. and Health
Visitors' Certificate.
S.R.N., S.C.M. and Health
Visitors' Certificate.
S.R.N., S.CM. and Health
Visitors' Certificate.
S.R.N. S.CM. and Health
Visitors' Certificate.
S.R.N. and Health Visitors’
Certificate.
S.R.N., S.C.M. and Health
Visitors' Certificate.
S.R.N., S.C.M. and Health
Visitors' Certificate.
S.R.N., S.C.M. and Health
Visitors' Certificate.
S.R.N., 5.C.M. and Health
Visitors' Certificate.
S.R.N., 5.C.M. and Health
Visitors' Certificate.
S5.R.N., 5.C.M. and Health
Visitors’ Certificate.
S.R.N., S.C.M. and Health
Visitors" Certificate.

S.R.N. and S5.C.M.
S.C.M.
S.C.M., S.E.AN.
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COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

During the year, the following schools were, on the advice of the
School Medical Officer, closed by the Education Committee on
account of communicable diseases :—

School. l Disease. Closure.
Llanddeusant C.P. .| Influenza 17th-19th January.
Parkylan C.P. Inflosnzs, ez 0 1st-2nd February.
Llangendeirne C.P. .| Measles 23rd May-Ist June.
Penybont C.P. Measles and Chickenpox | 18th-29th June.

Influenza Epidemic.—Although only two Schools were closed on
account of Influenza during the year, an epidemic of influenza
seriously affected school attendance in January and February. The
outbreak first became evident in two widely separated areas in the
second week of January (the week the schools re-opened after the
Christmas holidays) i.e., in the Kidwelly area where seven schools
were affected, and in the north-east corner of the County where three
schools were affected. In addition the attendance at three other
widely separated schools began to fall.

The full force of the outbreak was felt in the following week,
when 118 schools returned attendances under 70%.

A further 26 schools reported attendances under 709% in the last
week of January, 9 being under 509,. In another 14 schools, the
epidemic was not experienced until the week ended 3rd February,
but the disease was not then as widespread. A further 8 schools
were not seriously affected until the week ended 10th February.

The following Table summarises the effect of the epidemic on
school attendance in the County :—

Low Attendance
Commenced Week Ended
Attendance under | No. of ' 9
709, for Schools. | 13 Jan. | 20 Jan. | 27 Jan. | 3 Feb. | 10 Feb.
One week 40 3 10 12 10 5
Two weeks 73 4 54 9 3 3
Three weeks 53 3 44 5 1
Owver three weeks .. 13 3 T 1| |t g |
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During this period, seventeen children under 15 years of age (9
of whom were under 5 years of age) contracted Influenzal Pneumonia
and there was one death. Twelve children under 15 years of age (10
of whom were under 5 years of age) contracted other forms of
Pneumonia and there were two deaths.

Dysenigy:—There was a slight outbreak of dysentamy at Priory
Street Voluntary Primary School, Carmarthen, in February, and one
teacher and pupils from six homes were found to be affected. The
source of the infection was a child carrier at the school.

Acute Poliomeyelitis.—Thirty-seven cases of acute poliomyelitis
were confirmed in the County during the year, the majority of the
cases occurring in the second half of the year. Thirty-one of the
cases were under 15 years of age and paresis developed in seven of
them. The outbreak was on the whole very mild in comparison
with previous outbreaks. The following table summarises the
position generally :—

Over 5 and
Under 5 under 15 Over 15
years years of years
of age. age. of age. Total.
Paralytic HIni 3 MRIRRMS 8
Non-Paralytic . e, ety 13 4 24
Polio-encephalitis 4 .= 1 o
Eatal ) 1 ) B 37

MEDICAL INSPECTION AND FINDINGS

All the Primary, Secondary and Grammar Schools in the County
were visited during the year for medical inspection in accordance
with the requirements of the Ministry of Education. In addition
103 Schools were visited for the Tre-examination of children
previously referred for treatment or observation. 8,151 children
- Were examined in the routine age groups and 5,567 special inspections
and re-inspections were made. A summary of the findings of
medical inspection is given in Table IT at the end of this report. The
following are notes on some of the defects found :—

Skin Diseases.—70 cases required treatment and 82 cases were
referred for observation,

Eye Defects.—Treatment was advised for 670 children with
defective vision and 67 children with squint, while 438 cases of
 defective vision and 38 cases of squint were referred for observation.
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Ear Conditions.—28 cases of defective hearing were referred
for treatment and 23 for observation. Treatment was required
for 16 cases of Otitis Media (ear discharge) and a further 37 cases
were teferred for observation. 21 cases of other ear conditions
were also referred for treatment and 33 for observation.

Nose and Throat Conditions.—There were 689 cases of nose and
throat defects (including enlarged tonsils and adenoids, sinusitis,
antral conditions, etc.) requiring treatment, and a further 995 were
referred for observation. :

Speech.—Treatment was advised for 13 cases of defective speech
and 20 cases were referred for observation.

Nutrition.—Of the 8,151 children seen at routine medical inspec-
tion, only 47 (0.58%,) were of poor general condition. 4,960
(60.859,) were of fair and 3,144 (38.579%,) of good general condition.
The figures indicate that the general physical condition of the
children in the County has been well maintained.

FOLLOWING-UP

Much of the success of the School Health Service depends on
the “ field work ”” undertaken by the School Nurses. They follow
up in the homes, those cases found to be defective at medical
inspection, and also visit the homes of children suffering from
communicable disease, uncleanliness, etc. 1,413 surprise visits to
Schools were made by the School Nurses during the year to make
cleanliness surveys. Table ITI at the end of this report summarises
this work. In addition, the Nurses made 4,590 home wvisits.

“ Following-up ' is also carried out by the School Medical Officers
by periodic re-inspections, and many special visits are made to
Schools to examine special cases. During the year 103 Schools were
re-inspected by the Medical Officers and 3,468 children were re-
inspected.

MEDICAL TREATMENT

Minor Ailments.—Ailments such as skin diseases, minor eye and
ear disease, injuries, cuts, etc., were treated at the Minor Ailiments
Clinics at Llanelly, Carmarthen and Ammanford. Many cases
were also treated privately by medical practitioners, and at the
homes of children under the supervision of School Nurses. 1,253
children were known to have been treated during the year. The
total attendances at the Clinics were 3,515, i.e., 2,269 at Llanelly,
683 at Carmarthen, and 563 at Ammanford.

Vision.—The specialist ophthalmic examination of children was
undertaken by the Regional Hospital Board through the Hospital
Management Committees. Mr. A. Philipp, Llanelly, held sessions
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at the Ophthalmic Centre at the West Wales General Hospital,
Carmarthen, and Mr. G. S. Forrester, Llanelly, held sessions at
Llanelly and at the Amman Valley Hospital. Sessions at Llanelly
were held at the Brynmair School Clinic, but cases were also seen
at the Outpatient Department of the Hospital.

1,012 children were examined by the Eye Specialists during the
year, viz :—

West Wales General Hospital ... w1278
Brynmair Clinic, Llanelly . sy 482
Llanelly Hospital Out-patient Dept. 19
Amman Valley Hospital =~ .. i 233

Glasses were prescribed for 667 children (65.9%,) and records
held by the School Medical Officer showed that 573 had been pro-
vided with glasses at the end of the year.

273 children were on the waiting lists for specialist ophthalmic
examination on the 31st December, 1951, viz :—

Carmarthen .. . pae Sl
Llanelly ... 55 114D
Amman Valley e LB s 19

| (1T ke I RN W 273

Ear, Nose and Throat Defeets.—The arrangements for the treat-
ment of ear, nose and throat defects at the Llandovery Hospital
continued during the year under Mr. T. I. Williams in the same way
as prior to the commencement of the National Health Service.

Under the arrangements with the West Wales and Llanelly
Hospitals, the School Medical Officer directed parents to attend with
their children for specialist examination, attendances being made
at the Out-patient Departments. Arrangements for specialist ex-
‘amination at the Amman Valley Hospital were madeby that Hospital.

_ Children found to require inpatient treatment were placed by
the specialists on the Hospital waiting lists, and the arrangements
for admission were made by the Hospitals. Children have no
priority of admission and have to take their chance with adults on
the waiting lists. The following Table gives information as to the
number of children who received inpatient treatment during the

Year :—






Although 73 more
Hospitals than during
made to reduce the co
been recommended hos

treatment.

—_—

13

children received operative treatment at the

1950, no special efforts appear to have been
nsiderable waiting lists of children who have
pital admission by the specialists for operative

Comparison of the w

aiting lists at the end of 1950 and at the end
of 1951 is as follows :—

h Waiting for Waiting for

' Specialist admission

I Examination | to Hospital Total

Hospital

' 7 (T At At At At

r 31 Dec. i 31 Dec. | 31 Dec. | 31 Dec. | 31 Dec. | 31 Dec.

| 1950 | 1951 1950 | 1951 1950 | 1951

! West Wales 170 | 55 195 271 365 326
|

g Llanelly . |V 457 453 471 453

:

. Amman Valley 251 | 20 113 105 364 306

~ Llandovery = aze 11 5 11 5

| I

t Total 435 256 776 834 |1211 | 1080

i@

:

i

inpatient facilities,

e

It will be seen that the waitin
have been brought within
Hospital. The Llandovery
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~ Plastic Treatment.— Arran
children under Professor

Four cases were tr
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past.
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tge care of Dr. Jones, Deputy
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cases from this County is greatly appreciated.

rtificial Light Therapy.—67 School childr
Nght treatment ; 52 at the Llanelly Clinic and

reasonable
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eated by him at
iz., three for Cleft Palate,
arrangements have been

g lists for specialist examination

limits, except at the Amman
Hospital is able to cope with
0 them, but the net increase of
g for admission for operative
reveals generally inadequate

21 miscellaneous cases received non-

operative treatment under
general medical practitioners, and 1,1

39 cases at Hospital Out-

gements for the plastic treatment of
T. Pomfret Kilner continued as in the

the Lord Mayor Treloar

and one for Cleft Lip.
in operation since 1937, and the

by Professor Pomfret Kilner in

en received artificial

15 at the Carmarthen

¢s at Llanelly and Carmarthen under
School Medical Officer, and Dr. Beynon
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Hopkins, respectively, continue to function successfully. A third
Clinic was opened at Ammanford on the 24th May, 1951, to serve
that area and fourteen cases who had been attending the Carmar-
then Clinic were transferred to the new Clinic which is in the charge
of Dr. Beynon Hopkins. 1,238 attendances were made at the
Clinics during the year. There were 65 mnew cases. Further
information is given in the following table :—

Ammanford. Llanelly. Carmarthen. Total.

No. of cases on 1st]January, 1951 . — aE s CEgis . 140
No. of new cases 11 o Wi - A ;117 S 65
No. withdrawn e g i — o ) g B T 6
No. of cases on 31stiDecember . . 29 a8 -~ N e
Total attendances ... o o ARt ... 538 .. 1238

Treatment was on the same lines as for past years and there are
no special observations to make.

Orthopaedic Treatment.—The Education Committee continued
to administer the Clinics for the orthopaedic supervision and after-
care of children. The charge of 25/- per case per annum for the
supervision of the cases of other Authorities remained unchanged,
but the Health Committee paid a fixed lump sum in respect of
children under school age.

On the 3l1st December, 1951, 2,313 cases were being attended
to for all Authorities, viz. :—

County Education Committee ... w1506
County Health Committee ek A8
West Wales Hospital Management Committee ... 12
Glantawe Hospital Management Committee 14
An analysis of these cases according to diagnosis is as follows :—
County

\ Education Other
Committee. Authorities. Total.

Paralysis :

Infantile ... ... Ty (g T 41 28 69

Spastic Lo e 51 14 o 65

Obstetrical @ ... Gt e — 1

Other . E. 2 4
Congenital Deformities G | et 183 ke - SO0
Infective Conditions of Bones and Joints P 1 3
Non-Infective Conditions of DBones and

Joints :

Rickets . =~ & o, 13 2 15

Other .. VCERIETA [0, Rl EOR 31 7 38
Static and Postural Defects ... ... 1156 559 1715
Traumatic Deformities ... .. : 21 2 23
Multiple Defects — .. —_ —
Miscellaneous SO EREY s 14 9 23

Totals ... e 1508 Lar et Y Y- 2313
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Mr. Gordon Rowley, Swansea, the Orthopaedic Surgeon, treated
seventeen of the Authority’s cases as inpatients: 15 at Morriston
Hospital, one at Gorseinon Hospital, and one at Swansea Hospital.
Cases for special or X-ray examination were referred to Mr. Rowley
at the Out-patient Department of Morriston Hospital.

On the 31st December, eighteen children referred from the Ortho-
paedic Clinics were on the waiting list for hospital inpatient treat-
ment, as compared with fourteen on the 31st December, 1950).

The West Wales General Hospital admitted during the year under
their own arrangements, eighteen children with miscellaneous
fractures and eight cases of other crippling defects, and two
fracture cases received inpatient treatment at Llandovery Hospital.
In addition, 112 fracture cases and 38 cases of other defects were
seen at the Out-patient Department of the West Wales General
Hospital. These patients were not under the Authority’s Ortho-
paedic Clinics. The Glantawe Hospital Management Committee
were not able to submit similar information in respect of children

admitted to their hospitals or seen at their Out-patient Depart-
ments.

During the year, there were 15,568 attendances at the Clinics
in the County, and the following table shows the case-loads of the
various Clinics at the end of the year :—

Llanelly Y Tmmlle S0 L 1,
Gamant 72 Blenile . S AT 137
Pontyberem ... 48 Carmarthen St 2
Llandovery ... 86 Burry Port w146
St. Clears 41 Poncader .. t5n 32
Trimsaran ... 45 Brynamman 47
Ammanford ... 289 Llandebie ... 85
Whitland 44 Pontyates ... 47
Kidwelly 63

A summary of the work undertaken under the orthopaedic

arrangements during 1951 is given in the following table :—
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Dr. .
Dr. J. T.| Kenyon
Jones. | Davies. | Others. | Total.

Total number of children examined

during 1951 . . el - R13 59 14 886
Number of these children who were :
{a) Cedtacts .. - T : A 1 9 3 169
(b) Under school age ... 67 8 2 77
(c) Found to be suffering from :
(i) Respiratory Tuberculosis| 11 - — 11
(ii) Non-Respiratory
Tuberculosis 10 — — 10
(d) Still under observation but not
diagnosed at 31/12/51 . | 156 6 ; 169
(¢) Found with no evidence of
active tuberculosis ... 636 53 7 696

inalysis of Non-Respiratory cases :
(a) Spine

(b) Hip 1 — — 1
o)~ Regs- - i 0 Sap 1 — — 1
(d) Abdomen .. — - — -
(e} Glands ... 1 — — 1
TR T 1 R o — — —_ —
(g) Other sites . 7 — — 7
eatment :
(2) Number treated in'Sanatoria.... 2 —_
(b) Number treated in Hospital ... 8 - 2 10
(c) Number treated in Surgical
Hospital sl i8h 1 — 36
{d) Number treated in Open-Air
{ EEHGE]) RS ST 39 — — 39

~ An important part in the detection of early respiratory tuber-
€ulosis and other chest diseases is played by the surveys undertaken
by the Mass Radiography Unit of the Welsh Regional Hospital
Board. The Unit visited Drefach, Carmarthen, and Ammanford,
M October and November to examine Secondary and Grammar
School pupils in the area over 14 years of age, and special sessions
ere allocated to pupils in the Llanelly area when the Unit under-
took a survey of the general population of Llanelly in December,
A1, The following summary of the findings for all surveys of
children during the year, includes for the Llanelly schools, only
those children over 14 and under 15 years of age ; information in
Connection with Llanelly children over 15 years of age cannot be
Blven as their records were included in the general population age
toup 15-25 years :—
_ 2,433 children were examined, 114 (4.68%,) of whom were recalled
10r further X-ray. 2 (0.089,) were diaghosed as suffering from
‘€Spiratory tuberculosis and 14 (0.57%,) referred to the Chest
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Physician for further observation. The remaining 98 were a

miscellaneous group of non-tuberculous conditions and ab-
normalities.

REPORT OF CHIEF DENTAL OFFICER

During the year, the School Dental Staff comprised only two-
full-time Dentists and one part-time Dentist, and their services were
allocated as follows :—

Llanelly Divisional Area .. G sessions weekly.
Carmarthen Borough .. w3 sessions weekly.
Remainder of County ... ... 16 sessions weekly.

Approximately one-half of the time allotted to the Llanelly Division
was devoted to the Brynmair Clinic, Llanelly, and the remainder of
the time to the schools in the area outside Llanelly Borough.

The dental staff was totally inadequate to meet the needs of the
25,000 children in the County, and in order that the time of the
dentists could be devoted so far as possible to the preservation of
teeth, the School Dental Service was restricted to the children
attending the Primary Schools in the County. Secondary School
and Grammar School pupils had to obtain treatment from dentists
under the National Health Service. '

During the year 1951, 137 Schools were visited for dental 111-E
spection and 10,542 children were examined, 8,064 of whom (76.5%,) |

were found to require treatment. Consents to treatment were‘,é
received in respect of 6,738, a percentage of 83.5. |

444 treatment sessions were held at the three fixed clinics in the
County, and 229 sessions at Schools. A summary of the wor%.
undertaken is as follows :— §

Number of individual children treated ... 4159 H

Number of attendances for treatment St e T 5024

Number of teeth extracted o TEAL

Number of teeth saved by filling ..... SR R e 702

Number of teeth received minor treatment . 908 ;!1

Number of administrations of general anaesthetic ... 2203 =
More detailed figures will be found in Table V of the Statiﬁtic%‘
Tables.

The general condition of the children’s teeth was considerably
worse than in previous years. Owing to the shortage of staff, it
was not possible to deal effectively with incipient caries and copé
with the heavy demand for the extraction of unsaveable teeth. 4
increasing deterioration in the condition of the teeth of the children
in the County is readily seen from the following figures giving thé
number of teeth extracted for each tooth filled in the last fouf
years :— F
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1948—1.74 teeth extracted for each tooth filled.
1949—3.19 teeth extracted for each tooth filled.
1950—5.05 teeth extracted for each tooth filled.
1951—10.30 teeth extracted for each tooth filled.

Orthodontic (corrective) treatment was of necessity restricted
to cases of cleft palate for which such treatment had been specially
recommended by the Hon. Plastic Surgeon. Two cases were dealt
with during the year, in both of which satisfactory results have been
obtained.

Although the outlook for the School Dental Service in the early
part of the year was unsatisfactory, the Education Committee did
not lose sight of the future. A new dental block was erected at
the Brynmair Clinic, Llanelly, and was opened on the 12th October,
1951. The block contains two dental surgeries (one with entirely
new equipment), a recovery room, waiting room and a laboratory.
The Pond Street Clinic, Carmarthen, was also fitted with new, '
up-to-date equipment during the year.

In conclusion, I have once again to thank the School Medical
Officer, Medical and Dental Staff, Health Visitors, and Nurses for
their valued co-operation and assistance.

G. UNGOED GRIFFITHS,
Chief Dental Officer.

SCHOOL MILK AND MEALS

The latest information available at the end of the year showed
that out of a total attendance of 22,291 on a particular day, milk
and meals were being supplied as follows :—

Mille. ... . 18,054 children (81.09,)
Meals w 15,061 children (67.0579%,)

As compared with twelve months before, the ficure for meals
represents a small reduction (1%), and that for milk represents an
increase of over 79,.

Every effort is made to ensure that milk supplied to Schools is of a
satisfactory standard, and whenever possible Pasteurised or Tuber-
culin Tested milk is provided. Where only other grades of milk
are available, satisfactory samples are obtained before supplies are
approved. Samples of all school milk are regularly taken for
analysis by the staff of the Chief Inspector of Weights and Measures.

The following table gives the number of School Departments
receiving the different grades of milk at the end of the year :—

Pasteurised ... TR (i 160
Tuberculin Tested 36
Accredited e T aspa— 14
Non-designated ... G A 16

National Dried Milk -
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The number of Departments receiving pasteurised milk is
eighteen less than for 1950 as one of the Creameries in the County
discontinued pasteurisation during the year and terminated their
contract with the Education Committee. It was not possible to
secure an alternative pasteurised supply, but all the schools in-
volved were supplied with tuberculin tested milk.

A special effort was made by the staff of the Organiser of School
Meals during the year to obtain liquid milk for the 19 Departments
receiving dried milk at the end of 1950. With the co-operation
and assistance of the Area Milk Officer of the Ministry of Food, this
effort was successful, except in the case of a small school in the
heart of the country with only nine pupils on the register. These
pupils disliked dried milk, and it was arranged that they should
bring to School, fresh milk from their homes.

The arrangements for regular bacteriological investigations in
respect of all school canteen staffs continued during the year. One
case of Dysentery was discovered in this way and she was suspended
from duty. The infection responded to treatment at the West
Wales Isolation Hospital and she was subsequently allowed to
resume duties.

All appointments to school kitchen and canteen staffs were
subject to satisfactory Chest X-ray examinations, and to satis-
factory faecal and urine bacteriological examinations.

CO-OPERATION OF PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND
VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS

Generally, parents display an active interest in the medical
inspection and treatment of their children, and are eager to follow
the advice given by Medical Officers. 2,676 parents were present at
the medical inspections during the year, equivalent to a percentage
of 26.1. ;

Appreciation of the keen interest and active co-operation of
Headteachers and their staffs must again be recorded. The import-
ance of their influence in matters relating to the children and also
to the parents cannot be over-estimated, and the activities of the
School Health Service would be seriously handicapped without
that help and co-operation.

The School Health Service continues to receive the assistance
of the N.S.P.C.C. which is the only voluntary organisation in the
County with which active co-operation is maintained. The
valuable experience of the local Inspectors and their tact in dealing
with difficult cases, make them important agents in school health
work, and thanks for their co-operation must once more be recorded.
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HANDICAPPED PUPILS

The Education Act, 1944, requires that each child shall have an
education designed to suit his age, ability, and aptitude. Un-
fortunately, soine children are handicapped owing to mental or
physical incapacity, but in their case also the Education Com-
mittee have a duty to provide an education suited to their needs.
The ascertainment and classification of these handicapped children
is one of the main functions of the School Health Service and the
work in the County has been undertaken satisfactorily over the
years except that in conmection with the educationally subnormal
and the partially deaf.

Eight pupils were reported to the Local Health Authority during
the year; seven as being incapable of receiving benefit from
education at school, and one as requiring supervision after leaving
school on account of disability of mind.

193 handicapped children in the County have been ascertained
to require special educational treatment. Forty of these were on
the 31st December, 1951, pupils at Residential Special Schools
while eleven were receiving home tuition. A classification of the
‘handicapped pupils is as follows :—

Requiring
At Receiving | places at
Handicap. Special Home Special Total.

Schools. | Tuition. | Schools,
Blind o - -— — —
BFartially Blind .. = . 8 = 4 12
eaf kg, 15 — 3 18
artially Deaf .., 5l 1 — — 1
ek S A e L s 8 — 19 27

Fhysically Handicapped :

(a) Heart R 3 2 27 32
(b) Spastics 1 5 22 28
¥ (c) Others : — 3* 28 31
' Educationally Subnormal — 1 35%# 36
| Maladjusted o SR 21 — 4 6
PEpileptics 2 — - 2
Total . |l 40 11 142 193

* 1 is also deaf.
** Includes 20 children recommended for admission to special classes at
ordinary schools.

t 1 at Independent School.
The number of educationally subnormal children shown represents
only a small proportion of the estimated number of such children in
ithe County. ~ Records are held of a further 261 children who are
mbly educationally subnormal but who require further detailed
€Xamination.

Ik B .
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Classes for backward children are held at five schools in the -
County, and there were 71 children on the registers of these classes
at the beginning of 1952.

During the course of the year, the Authority had under active
consideration the problem of providing suitable residential accomm-
modation for educationally subnormal pupils. It is proposed, in
conjunction with the Education Authorities of Cardiganshire and
Pembrokeshire, to acquire and adapt a country mansion as a Joint
Residential Special School for such children. The establishment
of the school would be a step forward in the arrangements of the
Authority.

TABLE 1.

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF PUPILS ATTENDING
MAINTAINED PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS

A—PERIODIC MEDICAL INSPECTIONS
Number of Inspections in the prescribed Groups :—

Enttants.. o e A g | 20
Second Age Group e e S |25 )
Third Age Group .... e 1366
Total ... o - D086

Number of other Periodic Inspections ... e 2569
Grand Total ... i BN

B.—OTHER INSPECTIONS

Number of Special Inspections ... e 2099
Number of Re-Inspections w3468

Toral o o s e 0067
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TABLE III.

INFESTATION WITH VERMIN
(i) Total number of examinations in the schools by the

school nurses or other authorized persons .. 106006
(ii) Total number of individual pupil-s found to be
infested ¥ 1093

(iti) Number of mdlmr]ual pupils in respect of whom
cleansing notices were issued (Se-:tmn 54 (2),
Education Act, 1944) 57

(iv) Number of individual pupils in resp:—:-ct uf whom
cleansing orders were issued (Section 54 (3), Educa-
tioph AGE 184) w0 7 L e s 1

TABLE IV.

TREATMENT OF PUPILS ATTENDING MAINTAINED PRIMARY
AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS

GROUP 1—DISEASES OF THE SKIN (excluding uncleanliness,
for which see Table III.)

Number of cases treated
or under treatment
during the year.

By the
Authority. | Otherwise.
Ringworm : (i) Scalp ... 17 —
[@i) Bogsy ) == 17 2
oo - R R S U SR i e | 3 2
Impetigo ... S 22 2
Other skin diseases 40 18

Totalss = & .3 99 24
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TABLE V.

DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT CARRIED OUT BY
THE AUTHORITY

(1) Number of pupils inspected by the Authority’s Dental

Officers :—
(a) Periodic age groups ... e 9893
() Speeials sS4 | . e | 4B
Total (1) . 10542
(2) Number found to require treatment e 8064
(3) Number referred for treatment BESE ;A
(4) Number actually treated .. S5 4159
(5) Attendances made by pupils for treatment ... e D024
(6) Half-days devoted to: Inspection ... PR i
Treatment ... R 1
Total B F s 846
(7) Fillings: Permanent Teeth ... p > g 1D
Temporary Teeth 89
Total s s e
(8) Number of Teeth filled : Permanent Teeth ...
Temporary Teeth ..
Total (8)

(9) Extractions: Permanent Teeth ...
Temporary Teeth ... O
Tatal (8 V5

(10) Administration of general anaesthetics for extraction ...

(11) Other operations: Permanent Teeth 2
Temporary Teeth ..

Total (11)




