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Brecknoclt Rural District Council
Report of the Medical Officer of Health
1565

Mr.Chairmpan,Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit my report on the
sanitary conditions and the state of the public health in the Brecknock
Rural Distriect during the year 1963,

In this report I have sndeavoured to
deal briefly with all matters within my responsibllity wilth regard to
public health and preventive medicine and I have ‘'ncluded comments on
all matters specifically requested in Cireular 1/64(Wales) by the
Welsh Board of Health., -

Section 1., Goneral and Vital Statistics,

ATrofiesssssns lhlBg,'s‘sz AcCIogS.

PEEﬂﬂtiﬂn- EHHEHE 1951“-|--1lll|.|---f-‘|-l[EEGEI-
ﬂanﬂus 1951'lliilll..ll..l.'....?’lﬁn.
csnﬂus 1961....illiliilliliili.lﬂﬁgﬁl
Estimated Mld-summer 19654 a4eeea5950,

The Reglstrar General's estimated population for each of the last ten
years are shown below,

1964, 1955, 1956, 1957. 1958, 1959, 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963,

7480, 7490, 7440, 7430, T410, T410, 7380, 7920, 6960, 6950,

Inhabited Houses, The number of inhabited houses was 2293 giving an
average number of persons per house of 3,0

Live BEirths, Males, Females. Total. Crude Rate per 1000 Pop.

%ggitimi;:t 67 59, 126,
legit a 1, 2 Oa
5. 51, 120, 5.5

The corrected birthrate was 25.5

The corresponding rate for the whole of England and Wales was 18,2
The district rate was therelfore hlgher than the national average and
very much higher than the district deathrate,which was a very
gatisfactory feature,

Doaths. Males. Fenales., Total. Crude Rate per 1000 Fop.
57, 55, 112, 16,1

The corrected deathrate wasz 16,4

The corresponding rate for the whole of England and Wales was 12,2
The district rate was therefore higher than the national avarage but
lower than the distriect birthrate,

St111 Births, Males, Females, Total, Rate per 1000 Live & St3111 Births
1. Ou le 746

The corresponding rate for the whole of England and Wales was 17,3
The dlastrict rate was therefore lowar than the national average,

Infant Deaths.There were no deaths ragistered during the year in
children of under one year of ago.

Tﬂtﬂl Maﬂﬂlitﬁ" Ratﬁil-ll--inii-liiil-++ll-itt--ilil--i-l-lilllllll!l-i-l'iliilﬂ-
The infantile mortality rate for the whole of England and Wales

was 20,9 :

The district infantile mortaliby rate was therofore lower bhan the
national averago.
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Uaternal Mortalitwy,No deaths could be attributed to childbirth during
the year which was extremely satisfactory.

I‘Iﬂt‘ﬂrnﬂl 1!1131'13’&11'}? Rﬂtﬂ LR ] .0.

Degaths from Special Causes.

I”rEEtiQUB disﬁaagti!t—-ltiliruri.l.i...ili..ﬂilg
RﬂspirﬂtﬂrH t“barculnsisiliii---—icrt-tiiiliiﬂilt
Other forms buberculoglssssssssssscsssssnssnnlille

E:"]lcﬂr-“‘ll".“lllilllliiliiliilliiil'.iil‘bt.‘lﬁi

hAnalvasis of Couses of Deatha. MalessseneoTa FemaleSess s s90,

llales. Fomales.

Hﬂliﬂﬂﬁnt nﬂDplaﬂm,Stﬂmﬂﬂh.................l........ﬁ.
Kalignant neoplasm,breastsssseccsssccsesnselonsesssale
Melignant neoplasm,uberiSccsssesssssssnsesslosnscensls
Dther mﬂliﬁﬂﬂnﬂ nﬂgplaamsﬂi!ﬁiIiﬁl-;'I'i"IE-III'IIIEI
Vasculap lﬁﬂiﬂnﬂ,nﬂrvﬂuﬂ BystemlﬁiiiﬁiliillallliiIilal
GGFDHEPF disﬂasajlilliIliili.-'.ll'.l‘.‘i'.gi"..jpiq.
Hypertension with heart dlzZeBsteesscsssssnstossssssailsn
ﬂthﬁf hﬂart digenae-IiiiiIil'I'ilIlillliijlgfjﬁqﬁﬁ-léi
ﬂthﬂr EifﬁulRtDPY diaaﬂaell--#i--|--lorlll-&r-'--t--11
Influenzaiiiil-llitrlilIn--I!r-itt#t'-ttlilﬂltilo-lill

Pnﬂumgniai'litiiil+i|iliiiiilililliinlljii.liliiqitiai
Erqnﬂhitiﬂ!it#tiitriti!lr'tllItitllitiiiill4.|a.-ilqﬂg
Othﬂf diﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ,rﬁﬁpirﬂtﬂry EFEtGm..#.iitl..ll‘f|"§.a.
Gﬁstritigiiili!iiliiliift-ioilliiiii..aililﬂt!ivliilgl
ﬂnxhritiaiiiii‘iiIIIiiiiiﬁ.ff......--.....'G'.--.iggzg

Hyperpl&si& of pragtatelllliil!lllililllll‘l..llll--ﬂl
Congenital ﬂlﬂ‘-lfﬂmﬁtiﬂns‘----it-v-----vnvunﬂnnnnotliln
Gt;har dafimd c&usﬂs""...-'..-.'.“"'-...2.."".'2-
Mﬁtﬂr vﬂhiﬂla accidentsliiibliiii-lriil.ivillr..lllng
Ofher accldentSessessssssssssssssesscsssasslessssssnie

Section 2, General Provisions of Health Services.

Public Health Officers.There was no change in your Publiec Health

Officers during the ysar, lir.W.J.Reas roemsalnad
as your Chief Public Health Inspector and Mr,R.Taylor az your
Additional Public Health Inapector,

Laboratory Facilities.During the year laboratory facllitles were

available at Cardiff,Newport,Carmarthen,Swansea,
Aberystwyth and Brecon.Water samples wore sent to the Publie ﬁaalbh
Laboratory at Carmarthen whilst any investigation required in the
control of infectious dlsease was performed by the Public Health
Laboratory at Cardiff.All the milk sampling including the milk
oxamined for the presence of tubsrculosis was done by the Public Health
Laboratory at Cardiff,

Nursing Facllities.The County Counecil are responsible for the provision

of ambulance Tacilities,home nursing,maternity and
child welfare,imunisation,and the treatment of minor aillments,dental
and orthopaedic defects,

Hospiltals.The hospital needs of the residents of the district,for all

diseases apart from infectious dilsease,are provided by the
Brecon War Memordial Hospital.,A certain mmber of patients are also
treoated in the large hosplitals situated in Cardiff and Swansefls

The arrangements for the treatment of infectlous dilsease
remains the same as in previous years.lerthyr Borough Council treat the
patlents from the district suffering from infectlous discase and these
are conveyed to Merthyr in ambulances maintained by Merthyr Borough
Council.Thesa arrangements are proving extremely satlisfactory.

For the treatment of cases of smallpox arrangements have beei
made by the Welsh Board of Health for beds to be avallable at the
Penrhys Hospital,Rhondda,
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Section 3, S&n;tﬂgx Eifggmstannaa.
ater Supplies. o elevation approximately 80. of the properties

in the Rural Area are supplied with treated water by
means of gravitatlion from the mains of the South-East Breconshire
Water Board,

Owing to the higher elevations of the majority of the
remainder of the properties it would be necessary to provide small
booster pumps to pump the water.However,many of the owners of such
propertles are constructing thelr own supnlles = grant aided by the
Minlstry of Agrlculture,Fisherles and Food = and are drawling water
direct from the "eye" of the springs.

Before this water can be wused a satisfactory standard
must be obtalned and to this end samples of the water are taken by the
Public Health Inspectors and forwarded to the laboratory for
bacteriological examination,

Advice 1s glven on the precautions to be taken and the
maintehance mecessary to ensure a wholesome supply of water for
domestic purposes at all times.,Unfortunately such supplies are untreate
and once installed maintenance is forgotten in most cases untll tho
water supply 1la suspected as being the cause of 1llness in the famlly.

The number of inspections of water supplies WaSssesssssssssssnslly

Thirty three samples of water were examined during the year,All Council
samples were sabtlsfactory, 16 of the private supplies were not.

The water supplied from the South-East Breconshire Vater Board
regional mains 1s derived from:

a,The Trinant Stream above Cwmwysg in the West.This supply 1s plumbo
;glvérnt: and 1lime and chlorine are added at the Treatment Works at
rtiz.

bsThe Newport Corporation's Waterworks at the iAber,Talybont,from
where it 1s purchased in bulk,This supply is not plumbo solvent,

When unntgmimtinns are found:=

“*WM*TM boiling of water is advised until
remedial measures are carried out to obtein a wholeasome supply.

buWith the Rﬂﬁiﬂ!ﬂl Meins.The attention of the Engineer/Clerk of the
ou gt conshire Water Board 1s drawn to the Cact,

Drainape sand Sewsrapge.The arrangements for sewerapge disposal in the
Rural Area are reasonably adequate,

The work on tho sewage disposal schemes for the Villages of Bwlch and
the Aber were completed and already a mumber of properties have been
connected to the public sewers,

Froperties connected to main drainage.

The response of owners to arrange for their properties to be
connected to the Council?s new sewers 1s fairly satisfactory.During
the year the following mmber of properties were provided with main
drainage.

Bwlech .... 11
Aber 2

Llangorse 2
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These additional figures brought the total at the end of the year to:-

Bwlch 11
Aber 2
Llanfihangel Hantbran 10
Cray 19
Llanddew 27
Llanfrynach 51
Llangorae 65
Llan=-Talyllyn 10
Pencelll 13
Pennorth & Scthrog 21
Sennybridge 275
Talybont on Usk 92
Trecastle T4
Llanfilo 8
Cradoc 14

Total 680

H‘I..'D""I_hﬂl"‘ Dﬁf ?1511:-3 mﬂdﬁ' b:ir M‘Dliﬂ Hﬁalth Iﬂﬂpﬁﬂﬁﬂl‘&;.----- l'l-iiitillﬁﬂ'i
Iumber of visits made by Public Health Inspoctors to sewage workss.40.
Mmber of effluent samplos taloNesssssnsssssnansnasansan s snnsnnslils

Public Cleansing.The refuse service is £111 being carried out by

direct labour under the supervision of ths Chiaf
Public Health Inspector,

During the yoear further applications were received
for the removal of house refuse from other propertles,

The refuse vehlcle covered 18,177 mlles and
approximately 2,152 tonas of refuse were collected.

Following a demonstration by Hessrs Shelvoke & Drewry
Ltd of one of their 35 cublec yard Pakamatic dustlesa loading refuse
vohlcles,the Councll placed an order for delivery mid 1964,

Sanltary Inspection of the Area.The sanitary inspection of the area
was undertaken by the Chief Public
Health Inspector,Mr.W.J.Roes, and the Additional Publie Health
Inspoctor,lr.R.Taylor. -

Nuisances,
Bumber E EDmplELintE I‘Eﬂ'ﬂiVEdliiiniinQJ.--ibl-lplilQllEE-
Bumber of Emplaintﬂ in\rﬂstiﬂﬂtud‘.iillljiillilllil.ﬁal
Hmbﬂr of Pr‘:mliﬂﬁﬂ inﬂ!ﬁﬁtﬂdiliiiliiiiillliiiilqlliiﬁsi
Number of premises revisltedecscsssssseassssssssssnselds
Humboer of mlmimw notices Eﬁl‘vﬂﬂ.---..-..-----4--5-
for (a) Structural defoctSessessssessasssssssnsscnsde
(b) Sanltary defectScsesesssseassssssssnsssssnssls
Thber of stﬂtutﬂry Notices Bgrvﬂdt-..I‘iillillillli.ﬂl

Offensive Trades.There are no offensive trades 1n the district,

Cormon Lodging Houses.There are no common lodging houses in the area.

Licansed Premises.
Inmber of visits made by Public Health InspectorSisssssssssssssZfe

Mumber of defects found and remedlodesssssssssssssssssssssssssnale
Muamber of notlces Eﬂrvﬂdillliliiililll-ll-l-i#l1-llii-l-llllill"!li"""'0l

Shops .

Humber of inspections mﬂd91l'|lllllll--|itl-iiilllilillillll"‘lgi

Tenkts,;Vans and Shedss

ﬁumb&r of visits mﬂﬂﬁqnuiu-------o-qicitt------a---lil-iiiiil'llg'

Yumber of notices EET?Bﬂa-----annuinttiiiitt-+iiitii--|i¢ltilliiﬂi
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Eradication of Ped Bugs and Steps taken to combat Infestation.

Any premises found as a result of inapection or complaint to be
Infested with bed bugs or cother vermlin 1s treated with D.D.T.
preparations which have heen found to be wery successful,.

No premises were found infested during the year,

Rodent Control, Mr.D.I.G.Griffiths was employed by the Council durine
the year.However,he is not wholly employed on the

work of rodent destruction.,Detalls of the work carried out during

the year 1s as follows:=-

Hmbﬁr 'Dr prﬂmisﬂs 1n5pﬁcted-....lil'I..I..I‘..I...I..'.I.Eﬁl
Funber of premises found Infestodeecsscssscssccsssesssneneeeld,
Number of agricultural premlses Inspectodssesscsecscsssesne’s
Kumber of agricultural misﬂﬂ found InfestodesssssssnsanaTs
Number of premises treated by rodent Opﬁl‘ﬂtﬂr.-.----------ﬁzn
Number of premises treated by occupieTrescssscsscsnsescssssssle

Sewors were treated during the year in the neighbourhood of infested
houses.The work of rodent destruction on farms in the rural dilstrict
1s now the responsibility cof the Council.

Those are classified as business premlses and a charge 1s made for
thelr treatment.Either a contract for 12 months can be made costing £5,
or otherwise a charge 1s made for labour,travelling and materials used.

Section 4,Housing.The following detalls show the position as 1t was
at the end of the year,

Number of houses buillt by the Council during the VoArsessssssss«l3e
Number of houses built by private enterprise during the year.....8.
Hl-lmbﬂl' of iﬂﬂpeﬂtiﬂhﬂ under the HJ-'}'IJ.EIiTIg ﬂ-ct..lilililIii'll".--lﬁgl
Hlmbﬂ-:‘ Df Mtiﬁﬂa sﬂwadlllIliiif-tl.—ll.iiliiliill"lli'*l.".'nili
Number of houses 1In course of erection by the Conncllecessscsnseste

[} nts(Digerations = Heous Ackt,1949,

Twenty applications for discretionary improvement grants were

made a all were approved and grants made./imownt paid was £8177.
\M—‘.h‘r_,l-.‘_ ol i _.I'-.n.--— Lo ili l-vl‘: I i [
0 nt Grants(Standard) - House Purchase & Housing fet,1958.

This 1s a now Act under which owners can obtain half the costup
to o maximum of £155, of installing five basic Improvements in a house
ie, a bath, a wash-hand basin, a water closct, a hot water system an
a food store.

19 applications for Standard Grants have been regeived and
approved during the year,The amount paid was £3385, ;JE;, 29

s

Housing Consolidatoed Regulations 1925 & 1932,

The district 1s beling inspected regularly and,as and when the
maasiﬂg necossitates,ropresentation 1s made to the Council with
a view to:-

(a) Serving of mnotices requiring the execution of works, or
(b) The making of demolition or closing orders,

Dﬂmﬁlitiﬂn Orders mﬂﬂﬂ.qjjtliltfiijjllfijﬂi
Undertakings accopbedessssssssssssssssssea
Px'ﬂpﬂrtiﬁs demolishedessssssnssssssnsssnns
Glﬁsim Ol‘dﬂrﬂ Bew'adiillll'illllliil!'ll!.'{:"
Prﬂmr‘ti&ﬂ clﬂsﬂd|l+tt-ii--li-i-i-iij‘tl.ﬂl
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L comprehensive Survey was conducted during the year in connsction
with Housing and other Services.

Each househclder was cireulated with a Questionnaire relating to
sinks,wash=hand basins,food astores,water closets,properties connected
to sewers,earth closets,chemical closets,septic tanks,main water,
privete water supplies,water laild on to houses,main electricity.

Approximately B0, of the gquestlonnaires were returned,the remainder
were completed from the offlce.

Much valuable iInformation was collscbted as a rasult of the Burvey
which cost approximately £80 to carry out,

The Survey indicated the progress that the Council has made in
its many endeavours.However,much remains to be done,

The Survey Rapnﬂ' was carefully considered and it was concluded
that while rmuch remains to be dome,the Council's Progress has been
& considerable one.

Concentrated attention should be glven to the Improvement of
those houses,which if not improved and repaired in the near future,
willl become the slum propertlies of our time.

Section 5, Inspection and Supervision of Food.

The nmumber of food premises in the area was as feollowsi=

ClubByessnssnnsssnsnsssssssnnssnssnle
Hﬂtailﬁrsilni-liitillii-ilt-irltiqlﬁl

Ice Cream HetallerSesessssssssssssalin
Garﬂs.."lll.fll..".ll.‘.I..'..l.".&.
Hotels where meals are served.ssssdZ.
Fish and. Chip Ehupslllllillllliilliil'll.

On the whole i1t can be said that the general standard of cleanliness
observed was satisfactory.On no occasion hag 1t been found necessary
to serve a notice on any person engaged In the food trade,

There was no educational aectivity In connection with food in the
district during the year but In the normal courase of their dutiles
the Public Health Inspectors,in thelr diseussions with persons
angaged in the food trade,emphaslsed the Importance of the need for
the highest standard of hygienic principle in the preparation and
sale of foodstuffs to the publiec,

School Canteens.Visits were made to and inspections made of school

] canteens and dining rooms.The attentlion of the Brecon-
shire Education Commlttee was drawn to those premises which did not
come up to the required standard by the Food Hygiene Regulations,]1955,
with a reguest that such improvements as were necessary be carried out,

lieat Inspection.The owner of the slaughterhouse had carried out the
necessary alterations to bring the standard of the
building up to the requirements of the regulations.

Imber of warious animals inspected,
Cattle ' Sheep Calves Pigs
306 _ 2980 & 427

Mamber of registered slaughterhouses in the Arefsssssssssssssssssls
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Carcases and Offal inspected and condemned in whole or in part

Cattle Cows Calwves Sheop Plgs Horses
exclud=- and
inz Cowg Lambs
Yumber killed B3 233 4 2980 427 -
Hmmber Inspected 83 2E5 4 2980 427 -
£11 diseases excerpt
Tubsrculosis & Cysticerci
Vhole carcases condemned - - - = 2 -

Carcases of which some part
organ was condemned - 19 1 89 17 -

Percentage of the nmmber
inspected affected with

dilsenae - B.5 25.0 2.8 4,4 -

Tubsrculosis only

Micls cArcasss condermed - - - - - -

Careaseas of which some part

or organ was condemned - - - - 2 -

Fercentage of the number

inspacted affected with - - - - Ogd -
sease

Cysticercl. No cases were ﬂiacovargd.
Number of wvisita to slauvghterhonseeessssessssesldba

As there are no facllities at the slaughterhouse at Llangorse for
the sterllisatlon of condemned meat in accordance with the above
Regulations all such meat 1s removed by the Inspectors and buried in
one of the refuse disposal sites.

Meat condemned smounted to €665 1lbs. No tinned food was condemned.

Milk.

'Hl;i%er of cowsheds and dalries inspectedessssasssscsinsTa
Number of samples taken during the yeArsessssssssesesslle
Emb&r O'r EMPIE'S EatiﬂactuwillI'-lllii‘ll-ll-ill.llilllgi
Mamber of semples MNsatlsfactorTesesscesssccsssnsisssenle

All of the above were examined for the preasnce of tuberculosis and
- ‘brucelle abortus,one only giving a posltlve Bruecelle test.

The result of these samples were sent to the M1lk Sub-Committoo o2
the Ministry at Erecon.

Food Preparetion Rooms(ineluding bakehouses).

H'l-'l'l'l'bET ﬂf inﬂpﬂ'ﬂtiﬂnﬂ mﬂdei--‘llll-ll|l|||-|--||toiliiiﬂill
Ice Cream Premises.

fumber of inspections mad@eesssssssssssssssssnssssnsencls
Nlmbal‘ :]'f Eﬂm‘plﬁﬂ takﬁnrqnirat]--i11.--'44.1:;.-1--&-'--.3{]&
A1l these samples were reported as satisfactory.

Proserved Food Premises.

Hmher nf 1nswct1°n$ m&da.-.I.I.‘IlIII'II-"I-I'.-I‘I-II'.H11.‘
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Fish apd Fried Fish Shops.One premises 1s reglstered in the area for
the sale of fried fish. Flsh scld retail
from motor vans 1s frequently Inspected.

Section 6. Prevalence and Control of Infectious Disease.

The district experienced quite a severe outbreak of measles during
the year with a tobal of 144 cases notified.This epidemic started in
July and continued throughout the year with the pealk perlod In October.
o cagses of measles were admitted to hospital and no deaths occcurred
agz a pesult of these cases,

One case of paratyphodid was also notified,the cause of which was
not ascertained,

Venereal Disease,The County Council has an agreement with the General

and Eye Hospital,Swansea,for the treatment of these
casos.The tracing of contacts and the following up of defaulters 1s
the responsibility of the County Council,

Tubereulosis.The following details show the position as regards
tubereulosis in recent years,

Mumber of cases on reglster at comencement of YeaTsessrsessssedd,
Number of fresh cases notified during the yeaArssesssescssssssssele
Humber of cases removed from register,

{ﬂ.} D’aﬂths.'f-'--ll-ll-lll-llllllll"'lllllll'l“--'.‘l"lll“'l‘.“.""-"..“-"‘-"u'

{‘IL'F} Laft district---tliitt'ir'---v--iil‘l-il--l'liiililllliliiﬁii!lg.

[E} H‘E‘UOV@I‘Edltliil.tli-'-'ii#iiiﬁilllll-'liiiiiillllll“‘""l“gi
Number of cases remaining on reglster at end of E'ﬁa:ﬂ"--ititl---lsﬂi
The number of eases notifled in recent years lis shown below:=
1954, 1955, 1956 957, 1958, 1959, 19604, 195 962, 1963,

5! 131 51 rr-l 5. g' E. E. '?' ﬂi

APPENDIX
Factories Acts 1937 to 1959

PART 1 OF THE ACT

1.~ INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health(including
inspections made by Public Health Inspectors).

fhumbear Hhmber of
Premises on Insﬁaiiﬁﬁmtan_ﬁheupiers
Rerdister| 1ons |Hotices|Prosecuted
?E (3) (&) {5)

5 B MR
.dactorios in wnich Section 1,2,9,
d,and € are to be enforced by ] 2 - -
%ﬁc&; futhorities
ii.Factories not included in{i)in

which Section 7 is enforced by 15 2 - -
the Local Authority

Iii.0ther premises in which Sec.'7
1s enforced by the Local Authorityl - - - -

(exeludine Oub-workers premises
Totel 18 & - -
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2.~ Cages in which DEFECTS were found
(If defects are discovered at the premises on two,three or more
separate occasions they should be reckoned as two,three or more

coses),

Particulears
(1)

| Tunber of cases in which dolocts

ware Iound

Number of
pazses in which

| Hemedled | To HeM. | By Hl.ll.
' Inspector|Inspector
(2) (3) {4) (5)
B

progecutions
were institubed
(6)

Want of cleanliness(S.1)
Overecrowding (S.2)

Unreasonable
Temperature (S.35)

Inandequate
Ventilation(S.4)

Ineffective drainaspe of
floors(S.6)

S8anitary Conveniences
(8.7)
{n}Inau?fieiant

{b)Unsuitable or
defeckive

(e )Hot separate
for sexes

Other offences agalnst
the Act(not including
offences relating to
out-work )

- - - -

Total

There was no out=work done

in the district during the year,

Yours falthfully,
TeCsRa G&Dl"ge,

lledlcal Officer of Health







