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Brecon Boro Counci

Report of the Medical Officer of Health

1966

Mr Mayor and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit my annual report on the sanitary
conditions and the state of the public health In the Borough of Brecon
during the yesr 1968,

In this report I have endeavoured to desl briefly
with all matters within my responsgibility regarding public health and
preventive medicine and I have lncluded comments on the subjects
Ep&giﬁically requested in Circular 1/67("ales) by the Welsh Foard of

ealth.

Section 1. General and Vital Statistics,

Eraa.ili.-.i'-'llil-l'-lli!--liil.EESE E-‘:r"es-

PGEElatim- Gensua lgsli.iiiiI..""..‘-. ........ ‘.&332‘
Census lgﬁljiiiililiiiiiiIil!!iiil!ltlﬁq'ﬁﬁi
Census 1951--+--a--t-itiiitilttiti!iilETgT!
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The Reglstrar General's estimates for the last ten years are shown below:

1957, 1958, 1959, 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964, 1965, 1966,

€370, €080, 6460. 5680, 5780, 5830. 5800, 5880, 5907. 5980,

Inhabited Houses. The number of inhablted houses was 1933 glving an
average per house of 3.0 persons.

Live Births. Males, Fenmales . Totel. Crude Haete per 1000 Fop.

Legitimate Sl. 34 o Bb.
Illegitimate 5, Sa 8,
55- 3?- 95' 1E_:I -5

The corrected rate was 17.9

The corresponding rate for the whole of Englend and Wsles was 17.7
The district rate was thereforc a 1little higher then the national
average and mich highay than the district desthrate,which 1s a
gsatisfactory feature,.

Deaths. lisles. Females., Total., Crude Rate per 1000 Pop.
42, 4z, 84, 14,0

The corrected rate was 13.7

The corresponding rate for the whole of England and Wales was 11,7,
The district rate was therefore higher than the national average but
lower than the district btirthrate.

26111 Births., Hales. Femalcs. Total, Rate per 1000 live & still births.

1. 0. 1. 10,86

The corresponding rate for the whole of England and Wales was 15.4
The district rate was therefore lower than the nationsl average.

Infant Deaths. There were two deaths registered during the year in
children of undor onc year of age. One child died when
under one year of age,whilst the other died when under 1 weeck.

Tuﬁal Hﬂrtﬂlity rata-.l...-I-..I-l--'lII-.'l-.-‘l.'.'..[i-‘r.“.....'*gliﬁ
The rate for England and ales wes 19,0 which was lower than the
Borough rate,






2. BErecon Borough Council

Maternal Desths. There were no desths which could be attributed to
childbirth, which wos an extremely satisfactory festure.
Keternal Mﬂrtﬂlity rutﬂ.-illitl-rft'itlgi

Dgaths from Special Causes.

Infi_:ﬂtiﬁus Disﬂﬂse...‘.'llilllll&yl;illlHil.
RﬁspirﬂtGTH TuberculosiGeeasessennsrssalilla
COEher Tormes Tubsroulosigesssessansnssaalill,

cnmarlliillllii!li!iiiiilIill-i-ii-!il-lIIIIIOTII

Analysia of Couses of Deathsa,. MalofgsusensdBs FoenmBleSsssssssdl

Malos, Females,
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The table below shows the number of desths from tuberculosis and cancer
in recent yoars.

Cancer Tuberculosis
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Section 2, General Provisions of Health Services.

Public Health Officers. There was no change in the public health
afficers of the Council durling the yesar.

¥r.3.Jinks remained as your Public Hcalth Inspector.

Laboratory Facilitiss. During the year laboratory facilities were
avallable at Ceprdiff,Carmarthen,Swanasea,

Aberystwyth and Brecon.The examination of water and milk samples can

be carricd out at these loboratories whilst any necessary investigation

required in the control of infectious disease is done in the Cardiff

Laboratory.
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Nursing cnd Other Faclllitles. The County Councll is responsible for the
provision of the embulancc and home

nursing services.The County alsc administer the maternity and child
welfare clinics where treatment 1s avallable for minor ailments,dental,
eye and orthopoedic defects. Ipmunisation agalnst diphtheris and whooping
cough 1s also carricd out ot these clinics,

Hospitals., The hospital needs of the residents of the Borough,for 211

diseases apart from infectious diseose, are provided by the
Brecon War kemorial Hospltal. There 1s also the St.David's Hospltal which
deals with cases of chronie illneas.

The arrangements for the treatment of infectiocus disease
remains the same es in previous yesrs,. Merthyr Borough Councll treat the
patients from the diastrict suffering from infectious disesase and these
are conveyed to Merthyr in ambulances mointained by Merthyr.

¥or the treatment of cases of smellpox; arrangemcnts have
been mede by the Welsh Board of Health for beds to be available at the
Penrhys Hospital, Rhonddz.

Seetion 3, Sanitary Circumstances.

Mater Supply. Untll the 3lst,March 1859, the Borough Council were

responsible for the supply of water in thelr dlstrict.
After thias date the Councll became a constituent member of the new
South East Breconshire Water Poard which i1z now resnonsible for the
supply of water in the Borough.

Piped Supply. #£11 the houses in the Borough, with the excecption of 1€
of those on the extremc borders hove & tapped supply to
the housc., The 16 others havc their own private supply.

Dralnage and Sewerage. The sewcge in the Borough is trosted by downward
Infiltration and the effluent finally passes Ilnto
the River Usk. The effluent is unsatisfactory and the sewage works 1is
unsuitable for the treatment of the sewape.

The investigetion inte the surface infiltration
has been carried out by the Council's Consulting inginecrs and final
details of the new sowerage scheme and disposal works are now under
preparation for submission to the Ministry.It 1s important that this
work be proceeded with as quickly as possible as permission for future
housing depends on the installation of the new scheme,

Humber of visits made by Public Health Inspector in
nﬂnnuntinn with drﬂinagﬂ “‘ﬂrl{"jllliilll'lll‘lf..'.lill..gcl

Refuse Collection. There was no change in the methods adopted for the

weekly collectlon and dilsposal of house refusc,this
work being done by the Council under the supervision of your Surveyor.
The refuse is disposed of by tipping.

Sanltary Insvection of the Ares. The sanitary inspection of the arca

was undertaken by the Public Health
Inspector,Mr.S.Jinks. At this juncture I must state thet I am indebted
toc the Public Health Inspector for the figures and detalls of his work
contained in this report.This information has proved most useful in the
preparatlion of this report.

Fuisances.

Number of complaints recelved.ccssssesssnssssrssssenessssBa
Hmﬂbﬁl‘ of Dﬂmplﬂintﬂ 1n?53tigutudq.-..4...........,.....EE;
Hmher of p!lﬂmiaes 1napautad‘.*'""‘l.'i!!!-liiilliiilliUEEI
Number of premlses revieslbedscccsscsssssesnsesssnsssensssbe
Humber nf prﬂlimnuﬂ- nﬂticﬂa aew-f:dIllI.'i'i..lillb.iill&.
for {ﬂ} Structural I 0 e e e e ey e

tb} Sanit‘uﬂ dﬁfactﬂ."'!iiili.illlll!lill'll-l!j..‘#-l-E'-
Number of Statutory Notices served.cessscsssnsscsnncssnnsla
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Result of Notices scrved.

L9 kel .|||'1"'p;;.;;qp-itttttitit;ittti-t--n;------pnaa

Humhﬁr iﬂ hand of huilderfti.-lililiiillitliiiliiiiilitiiiilt---Gi

Offenaive Trades. Thero are no offunslive trades In the dlstrict.
Cormon Lodging Houscs. There are no common lodging houses in the district

Licenscd Promises.

Humber of llcenascd Prﬂmiﬂﬂﬂltiatl-liqtallizao
Fumber of wvisits to auch Prﬂmiﬂﬂﬂq---m--a|33-

Particular attention was given to the provision of sufficient and
sultable sanltary accommodatlion ocnd proper washing facilitles,

Detalls, Provision of sonitary convenicnces and washine facilitics.,

Nunber of premiscs with seporate sanitary sccommodation..ssssesecds
Numbér of premlses without sepsrate sanitery accommodotione.sess O.
Humhﬂr of prﬂmisﬁs with prﬂpﬂr w&ﬂhinﬂ S e LTy e e VR SR S R SR 1
Fumber of premises without proper washing facilitleS..eeecsssesnsla

Offices, Shops and Rellway Premlses Act, 1963.

The above Act came into operstion during 1965,

No. reglstered Total No. Fumber of
durdng yeap on Reglster dnsapectlons
Officos 1 47 47
Retall Shops 2 80 a0
Wholesale shops,warchouscs - 2 2
Catering Establishmcnts - 186 lﬁ
- 2 2

Fuel storage depots

Factories.
er of Tactorics on the regiﬂtﬁrltilirlit-tt-iitiltitliitlltﬁﬂi
Humhar ﬂf 1nEPE¢tiﬂnS m&dﬂqullllifril.qllllr.l||llllqi|llllirl3g&

Caravan Licences,

Under the provision of the Caravan 8ites and Control of Devclopment Act
the position is as follows.

Tumber of sites licenaed P&rmﬂnﬂntlyilililiilliiiilliitiibiitiei
Humhﬁr of aites with limited parindlilillllliilllllflilillilllal
Tatal numbﬂr Df GGP&VEHE authoriﬂ@d'iliil.!gil..|¢jillllll§|-?1'

Eradication of Bed Bugs ond Steps token to combat infestation,

A}l premises found as a result of inspection or complaint to be
infosted with bed bugs or other vermin are trested with D.D.T.
preperations which have been found to be very satisfactory,

Hm"‘-'lbﬁr uf _nramisﬁs 1nspuetﬂl-'l.q.qp'-l-q"lq.jqp"'l-q.-l.l;l.-.--i---jl].l-
Hlmarufpmmses diainfeatl-l‘i...ll-l.---II-il--l-li-l-lll-l..iil.l...lll

Rodent Control. One part-time Rodent Operator is employed who works
undcr the gupervision of the FPublic Health Inspector.

Details of Inspections & Treatments
Promlses

Businesc Dwclling Iunicipal Agricultural
HmﬂhE’P Uf inﬂpactin‘nsliii-iiibiii.ﬁﬁl‘-...q.lgagii|l-|-.:£‘:|.-ll#ll!l'iE“"
numbﬁr 1n-fﬂatad..'-..'.."'"-"'l'ii!l"iilﬂlzllliililldglillillﬁ‘iiiiiiitiiBI
H}Eﬂjﬂr 1nruﬂtat1°na""¥.'!"l?i'liilﬂ'l—llliiilil-ﬂilliiiilﬂilﬂlli#iliiﬂ-
b]'{inﬂr infeatatiﬂna-."-..-l!'!!"ilzil'E'iillégiiillllﬁitiillIlll iBi
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Sewer Treatment. Puring the year two maintenance treatments were carrled
out « Detalls are glven below.

lst, Trecetment 2nd,Trcatment

Fumber of manhnlas--liiil!!lililiil!liilllgﬁlll!l'il'lliilsﬁ!
Humber of manholeos bﬂiteﬂllllllllil*'!'!l!lsii!"i-iill"ilsl
Number of pTEbﬂit tﬂkﬁﬂ|-|+irrlittttr--aillﬂtiliririﬂiii--iT-

Pet Animels Act,1051.
umoer llcenasce Pet Ehﬂpﬂt-litt!-----iire-

Sectlon 4 Housing.

1.Housing Need. Applicants for Council Houses,There 1s still o deflnite
demend for housing accommodation in the Borough.It must
be remembered that apart from the normal residents the demand 1ls increased
due to the fact that the town is a military end edmlnistrative centre for
Government and other depertments. The Councll have received requests from
the “'ar Dopertment and from the cccuplers of a factory recently completed,
T'or houses for key workers belng trensferred to Brecon.
Bearing in mind the standard laid down by the Central
Housing Advisory Committee of the Ministry of Health on the question of
"Housing Need" in their report "Selection of Tenants" and with particular
reference to thelr atandard for overcrowdlng based of bedroom deficiency
the Council's waltling list showed the followlng detalls.

Type Total Reslding From
of in outslde
Applicant Borough Borough
Without separate accommodation and
badroon deficiency i 5 2
Without secparatc accommodation 7 5 2
T.E.ipplicants b 4 il o
From Slunm List 22 ee 0
Substandard houses with bedroom 3
deficiency 12 g 3
Other applicants without amenitics in
2 15 g
DOther applicants 30 o) 28
Carevans 1 1 0
Totals 103 86 a7

Apolications for Bungalows

Without scparate accommodation 17 12 =
In houses without emenities 26 22 4
AIn large houses 25 13 12

Totals _€8 47 a1

Housing Consolidated Recgulations,Article 31.

1. The number of houses which on inspection were considered to be
unf'it for human habitatioNeeessse e T

2. The number of houses the defects in which were remedicd in
consequence on informal actlion taken by the local suthority
ﬂr th&ir Drricera"."."'.-"."..‘l...‘l‘".'-.“"I..“"IiIl-l-..l...-'.'?.
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3.The number o reprosontations made to the local suthority with a
view Lo!
a, the serving of notices requiring the executlon of works or
b: the mﬂkinﬂ of demolition or ElDSinE ﬂrdﬁra..-...;;-.-........U.
4 ,The nunber of nobtlces served reguiring the execution or works...0.

5,The number of houses which were rendered flt after service
of formal nﬂtiaaaitotlitiliiiotltiiil!--I¢1----1i----'tii------iE'

E-Hhmbﬁr of demolition or Glﬂsing EN L BN TN h e n o R ol DA
7T«The number of houses in respect of which an undertaking

under sub=gection 3 of section 11 of the Housing Act 1938

waa Bccapt&dlliililiilillIiliiilliiilliiIiilriillliliillti!lliliﬂi

B.The mumber of houses demolished sscassssssssssnsasssvsnsnsnnnssnnla

Allocation of Houses.

During the year the following relettings took place:-

Ffynnon Dewi

Bungalows
Coryton Close
Uplands
Brynawelon

2 PO 00 0O

Post War Housing.

lnﬂ Bﬂrﬂugh Council

a) Houses completed
Ho, of 4 bedroom houses 10
Nos of 3 bedroom houses 260
No., of 2 bedroom houses &
No. of 2 bedroom bungalows
Ko, of 1 bedroom bungalows

3
Total 1l
Future Housing
l.Uplands. 22 houses are under constructlon on this slte.
2.Llanfaes. 18 bungalows sre under construction on this site.
S‘EE%5§QE-=-E§EEEE%EE' The Council's Architects are preparing a layout
onge plans ror a further 22 houses,

4 .Promenade. The Council's Architects are preparing a layout and )

welling plans for 6 flats and 16 bungalows on redundant reilway land.

DeWatton. The Councll's Architects are preparing a layout and dwelling
plans for 2O bungelows on this site.

By Private Enterprise.

Totael nurber of houses erected in the ?eariniiiliiiiiltilillliiilliEll

House Purchase and Housing Aet, 1959.

Number of houses approved for Discretlonary GrontSeessessessrsesssssade

Number of applicetions approved for Standard Grontscssccsccssssesiaads
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Housing Inspections by Public Health Inspector.

Humbe of house to house 1napecti¢ns---------¢--- ---------------- 158,

Humbﬁr ﬂf Viﬂita to cﬂuﬂﬂil hﬂusas.-....-.--.-.t.-----------..a--llgn

Section 5, Inspection and Supervision of Food.

Number of rEEistBrEd dairies in the BUFﬂuEh--------t-itttl+r#tt|l||3i
Number of distributors licensed by Borough Councllecesscssssas S
Humbﬁr ﬂf prcducerfﬂistrihutnrs in Eﬂrﬂugh.----------.--- -------- fiﬂi
Humber of prﬂduﬁ&rﬁdistfibutﬂrﬂ from Fural IEastrleticeississnnsnssssnla

Total number diﬂtrihuting in Bﬂrﬂughqlnfill'nrlirlriiitllil!!iil!tiqt

Record of Ingpections.

Number of wvisits to dﬂiriﬂﬂﬁipnayt---sb--itiiil-iiliiillllllli+irllg-

Meat. There is a slaughterhouse in the Borough which 1s sufficient to

meet the demands of the district and neighbourhood .The slaughter-
house has been leased to the Fatstock Marketing Corporation,but all its
facilities are available to local bubtchers.

The lMeat Regulations 1963. The above regulations came into operation

on the 1st.0ctober 1963. The regulations
require all meat to be inspected and marked fit for human consumptlion.
Complete 1nspection had been carried out prior to thesze regulations
but the meat marking 1ls a new innovation. The Councll have made the
following charges for meat inspection:-

2s0d. per cattle
6d. per calf
6d. per pig
4d. per sheep or lamb

Feat Inﬂ%ﬂﬂtlﬂnﬂ-
Eumbﬂr (9} inspeutiﬂns.,..., --------------- i'iit-itl-iitllitirt!tGDEIG'

Carcases and Offal Inspected & Condemned in Whole and Part

Cattle Cowa Calvea Sheep Plga Horses

excluding Lambs

COoWs
Number killed 1712 14 19 20,626 677 -
Number inspected 1712 14 19 20,626 677 -
All Diseases cxcept
Tuberculosls & Cysticerci
Whole carcases condemned 2 2 - 24 - -

Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned 440 5 K 2692 53 -

Percentage of the number

inspected affected with

disease other than

tuberculosis or cysticerci 25.6 26,3 6.2 14.0 7.8 =
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= Cattle Cowa ©Calves 3Sheep Pigs Horee
excluding Lambs
cows

Tuberculosis only

Yhole carcases condemmed - - - - = =

Carcases of which some part or
organ was condepned - - - - 11 -

Percentage of the number
inspected affected with
tuberculozis = - = - 1.6 -

It is interesting to note that this is the seventh year that no
tubereulosis has been found in Cattle, The incidence has been decreasing
rapidly in the post was years and it 1s pleasing to report this evidence
of the success of the Hiniatry's campaign in the eradicatlon of
Bovine T.B.

Cysticercl
Carcases of which some part or

organ was condemned 2 - - - - -

Carcases submitted to treatment

by refrigeration 2 - - - - S

Generalised and totally condemned - - - - - -

Total Weight Condemned of Home Killed in Lbs, welght for T.B.

Whole carcases - - - - = z

Part carcases - - - - 240 =

Organs - - - - = o

- - - = 340 =t

For Ot Dlseases

Whole carceses B61 752 - 720 - -

Part carcases 1178 479 & 253 391 -

Organs 4499 150 26 7671 245 -
6536 1381 32 Be4d 836 -

Other Foods.

Type of Food Premlses Humber Inspections Notices No.reglstered
under Sec.ld
Fo&D,Act 1938

Cafe/Restaurant 18 24

Grocers 24 19 - -
Butchers 8 T - B
Wet Fish 2 4 - =
Fried Fish 3 12 - -
Greengrocers 5 a8 - -
Sweets 11 <] - -
Balcehouseas 3 14 - -
Icecrenm prﬂdunerf

retallers - - = -
Icecream retellers 46 29 - 46
School canteens 7 S - -






