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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH,
TO THE
URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF BLAENAVON.
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 196{.

To the Chairman and Members of the
Blaenavon Urban District Council,

Mr., Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I hawe the honour to submit for your
information my Annual Public Health Report for your Urban District for
the year 1967,

As previously the report is compiled to
comply with Regulation 15 (5) of the Public Health Officers Regulations, 1959,
and with instructions contained in Circular 1/68 (Wales) dated 2nd January,
1968, from the Welsh Board of Health,

General Comment.

Thie was a most successful year for this
Urban District from the aspect of environmental health and was especially
noteworthy in a few mespects.

The year 1967 was the first year in the
district's history when no notifications of pulmonary tuberculosis - "rn
received and therc was only one case of the non-pulmonary form of this disease
notified, This satisfactory position was also coupled with the fact that no
death was assigned to any form of tuberculosis for the year. The position is
better appreciated when compared with the facts of twenty years ago when there
were 17 notifications recéived (15 pulmonary-and 2 non-pulmonary) coupled with
14 deaths assigned to all forms of tuberculosis, The year 1967 was also the
first year in the district's history when no deaths assigned to children under
the age of one year were recorded, This is also a most satisfactory sign as
the infant mortality rate for a district is a very sensitive index of progress
in general public health. There were also no deaths allocated to suicide or
road accidents.

During the year unfit properties continued
to be represented, but progress in this direction rests on the rate at which
replacement houses are built and this process should be speeded up in an old
district such as this with gn excess of unfit houses.

The district lLost its Public Health
Inspector towards the end of 1968% and the person appointed to the vacancy
only remained a matter of some months before leaving again towards the end

of 1967. After a period the post has been filled again, but work has obviously

gone into arrears and time lost which cannot be recovered, The housing site at
Ty Fry was completed during the year and contains 180 dwellings while the site
of the prefabricated bungalows at Heol-y-parc was cleared and prepared for
further development., There were over 70 condemned houses in the district at
the close of the year whose occupants were awaiting re-housing.

The results of water sampling during the
year showed a marked improvement which was mainly due to cutting out some of
the older untreated sources of supply. However, there should be no further
delay to the necessary works needed to give a water supply adequate in quantity
and quality to the district as any up-to-date town should have in this day and
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GENERAL STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS,

The population estimate for the district at mid 1967 as furnished by
the Registrar General was 7,970 which once again continues the yearly
downward trend in population for the town as shown over the last forty
S1iX years.

ﬁﬁpﬁlatiun 12,469 (6,594

1921 census - males and 5,875 females)
1931 census population - 11,076 (5,847 males and 5,229 females)
1951 census population - 9,779 (4,976 males and 4,803 females)
1961 census population - 8,451 (4,257 males and 4,194 females)

Estimated mid-year population since 1952,

1952 9,628

1953 9,589 = 39 fall

1954 9,580 = S

1955 9,490 = 90, M

1956 9,320 = 170 "

a5 9,230 = Lo

1958 9,140 - 90 "

1959 9,060 = 8o "

1960 9,010 = 50 + 1

1961 8,410 = 600 "

1962 8,390 = 20324

1963 8,320 = o Ll

1964 8,210 R b o L

1965 8,130 = do M

1966 8,070 = bR W

1967 74970 L5 Lo i,

Elevations above sea level,

5t, Peter's Church 1,035 Feet

No. 4 Reservoir 1,319 0

Penfforddgoch 1§ oRSew!

The Blaenavon Urban District ke locatcd =% the head of the
Eastern Valley of Monmouthshire and is moderately well served for road
transport.

Rainfall,

The district's rainfall was recorded at No, 2 Reservoir and supplied
by the Council's Surveyor, M.D. Williams, Esg.

January 4,07 July 2.48
February 8.19 August %.55
March 354 September a2y
April 1.59 October 11.90
May 772 November 3.64
June 193 December 3.02

Tetal 57.90 ins.

The district's rainfall during the past 8 years was as follows:-

1959
1960
1961
1962

62.39 ins,
82,75 "
R R
L5, 05 ™

1963
1964
1965
1966

-

58.54
L2, 46
53448
63.60

ins,
"
"
if


















TABLE V1

‘Showing the deaths from all causes, infant deaths,
births and stillbirths allocated to this district

‘Tl-"lg l—-lﬂu—

105

for 1967,
j CAUSE OF DEATE | MALE | FEMALE
e Tuberculosis, respiratory - _ - ‘
2 Tuberculosis, other - i - :
i}. Syphilitic disease : - ¢ - '
[,  Diphtheria L S, | -
5 Whooping cough : - ' -
64 Meningococcal infections ; - | -
‘7«  Acute poliomyelitis [ sk =
8, Measles ] b ! -
19, Other infective and parasitic diseases i - ' -
110. Malignant neoplasm, stomach ' 5
11, Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus i e - ,
12, Malignant neoplasm, breast | 1 : - '
113, Malignant neoplasm, uterus = Z 1
114, Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasus | B L 5
115. Leukaemia, aleukaemia - -
iTE. Diabetes = | -
17, Vascular lesions of nervous system 7 I 6
118, Coronary disease, angina 21 i 6
'19, Hypertension with heart discase 1 | - :
20, Other heart disease 5 ! 10 i
21, Other circulatory disease Bl ey 3
22+ Influenza ; - : = ‘
2%. Pneumonia i 1 i 1
24, Bronchitis | 6 i 2
25, Other diseases of respiratory system | - - E
26, Ulcer of stomach and duodenum | - ! - ;
27, Gastri.i:, enteritis and diarrhoea | - i 1 |
28, Nephritis and nephrosis | i 1 |
129, Hyperplasia of prostate x | =
30. Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion = . =
31« Congenital malformations I - | - l
52« Other defined and ill-defined diseases 7 ! L F
33, Motor vehicle accidents - - i
34, All other accidents L E 1 ’
135, Suicide | sl - ;
!56. Homicide and operations of war - o g
f TOTAL ALL CAUSES 71 Ls ?
; Deaths in infants under 1 year of age:- [ . |
J Legitimate i Nil | Nil
E Illegitimate ! Nil Nil
| TOTAL 1 Nil Nil
r Total births 56 k5
i Legitimate - SR MO
' Illegitimate 1 f 1
Still births - Total 1 B 2
Legitimate” 1 | 2
Illegitimate | - | - |
Lstimated population - mid 1967 = 7,970,
(for calculation of birth and death rates).
Comparability factors:- BIRTHS DEATHS









NOTIFIABLE DIEASES.

The notificatioms of notifiable disease¢s received from general
practitioners, hospitals, medical officers and chest physicians during
1967 are shown in age and sex groups in tables X11 and X1V,

This is the eighteenth consecutive year for whichno notification
of diphtheria has been received for the district, but this dces not mean
that there should be any relaxation in the meintenance of a high level
of immunisation in the child population.

TAELEiE Showing completed primary courses of immunisation and
reinforeiny doses for those under 16 years for 1967,

i | YEAR OF BIRTH OTHERS |
TYPE OF VACCINE OR DOSE. | 1967, 1966 | 1965 | 1964 [1960-63 | UNDER AGE|TOTAL|
; 16 YEARS. f
1o Priple DLLP, i 11 ! 45 S 2 5 - 93 E
2. Diphtheria/PBrtussisi = f = - - - - - |
3. Diphtheria/Tetanus | - i - - - - - - |
4, Diphtheria ! R x = & - =
5. Pertussis | - i = = ¥ 1 - = L
6. Tetanus 1 = % = = E " & == " -
Eei : |
1+2+3+4 (Diphtheria) i li I 45 52 | 3 % 93
1+2+5 (Whooping Gough}1 11 é Ls 32 | 3 - 93
14+3+6  (Tetanus) sl : 45 32 ! % - 93
{
} RE-INFORCING DOSES. |
1, Triple D.T.P. é - 6 ; 30 i 15 ? 18 } 2 71
2, Diphtheria/Pertussis | A0 el Al ek 4 s - ] = S i
3, Diphtheria/Tetanus - g 8 l 1 21 E 38w
4, Diphtheria i - E - | - ; - - é - - {
5. Pertussis 1 - - i - i - - | - o 2
6. Tetanus T - - - E - i - - = |
1+2+3+4 (Diphtheria) : - 6 38 | 16 i 39 2 101
| 14245  (Whooping Cough) | - | 6 | 30 1 15, ot 48 2 7
1+3+6  (Tetanus) t - 6 IL}S . 16 *, 39 ; 2 J}*H:ﬂ |

] ]
3 : A 1

These figures show a reasonable response to immunisation for the
year for both primary courses of immunisation completed and reinforcing
doses,.

b 5 .






TABLE X11 Showing the notifiable diseases notified in this district during 1967, analysed in
ago and sex groups and giving the admissions to hospital, (Corrected for diagnosis),
Tuberculosis excluded. .

[Gedoz|1-2 |2-3 13-k | &5 | 5-10 [10-15| 15-25| 25-35 135-45] 45-65| 65+ |ALL = AemS.| Cases |
L1 wu.mwum. YT Ee wwm._wwm.mwﬂm._ wum.w qum.m yTSs | YIrS.| YIrS.| yrs. | admitted
_ : - —_—s : — to
! M, m.@th. EMW. z.w.“zuw.“z._wL M,F. M, w.mz._m.wz.wu. M. ! AMIFL M| Fo 1P, | hospital
t et _ S R N i _ S s e
Diphtheria. O R 0SS BT B s PO T T 1 B S N R W %
Measles, = N R S R S R R R O D R R = t=0=]=01=-1-1=1=-1=1 -
Scarlet Fever. = = j=f= == |=1= [ =f= |- A ) e e B o - - | -
| Whooping Coveh. ;_,|.| e i e = j= | = = l__qu.ml_l m: - (= = 1=]=]=]-1=]- L= = - | il I_
[Fuerperal Dyrexige | = - |=l=b=l= J2l=[i=f=il=t=j= -1~ |= E e N IS S O O RN E =
m A:, primary and DA |_r i . ¥ R B 1 — * foel i _
ook om Bl SR eatie T B R R Rl - bbb s (e IRl -F-le [ [ -1t [eiir ]
rermonia, | _ | | ! [ e e e ety | ! |
Erycipelas. S S S 5 o i e o W i e W SR g T I N TR AN O [ o T 4
TR TR b R S e S e R e ER Y e e LR R RN D R L A - j
! Meningococcal . T | Bt (5] F i g m _ ﬁ #
WmnhmﬁﬁHan. T o e e ) |‘| S il el J_I P=i] = Vn = | - *u -l =1=-1=1= ol 9 | " w
| Typhoid. - R R R S D S R T e m v e S R I TS W0 VS - £ ST B =
| Para:yhoid, e 7 RN 1R B L S P S R T D P R S | S
| Dysertery. e lEEEE TR TR S £ R R e e P s _ E _
Ophtlalmia R b | | == o B _ | __
. : i _ Sk m _ i _ _ _I — o | =
Neonzborum. SR S R T R RE R AR |- |- L
Acute I P o & b eol il |
Encemalitis, B o M et M P loj=fol=t =] =i N I R i i Mt e e s e i = |
| Policmyelitis: T _ _ BiEAE _ m | i | |
| Paralytic | = - 1 o ot Pl 1 |m1_ s Y R B R e R 2T S SR S ol £ | S [ = _
f Noa-paralytic r e I I i 15 0 R R O S R T T el Bl (2 i B B = = -
| Smallfox. T S I 1 S T N B A B B e o i = =
Anthrex, A e A O R R TR NS R T LN =S l-d=l-dF -t =] -t l= b= 4= s
TOTALS TR BB | R N o e N I 0 I e e s







TUBERCULOSIS.

A The Chest Clinic for .the district is located at the Park
Buildings, Pontypool, which is within easy reach., The clinic is
open all day on Tuesdays and Thursdays of each week and there are
also facilities for X ray at Blaenavon Hospital which the Chest
Physician visits if required.

This has been a record year for the district in-so-far as
there were no notifications of pulmonary tuberculosis and only one
of non-pulmonary tuberculosis., This is the first occasion on which
no cases of pulmonary tuberculosis have been notified in Blaenavon
over a period of a year, and it is coupled with the equally
satisfactory state of having no deaths assigned to any form of
tuberculosis for the same periocd. The contrast with the position
twenty years ago is extraordinary.

A mass radiography survey for the general public of the
district was arranged during the year but the attendance of 635 was
less than whick was expected., This may be accounted for by the
fact that so many industrial concerns now make arrangements for
surveys to be carried out at their factorics periodically. The
results of this survey are shown on Tables XV111 and X1X but there
is little of significance other than the number of cases of
pneumoconiosis which make up the greater part of the other
abnormalities of the chest not requiring further observation.

There is a static mass radiography unit still operating at
the Chest Clinic, 129, Stow Hill, Newport, for anyone requiring a
chest X ray and it is open daily from Monday to Friday (9.0 a.m.
to 1.0 p,u, and 2.0 p.m, te 5,0 p.n,) with an evening session on
Thursdays from 5.0 p.nm., to 7.0 p.n.
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FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 to 1961.

The following tables show the number and type of factories in the
district and the inspections carried out during 1967 in connection with

the above Acts.

TABLE XX1 Showing the number of factories and
the inspections thereof for 1967,
; Number of
Premises ' No. on Inspections 'Written|0ccupier5
| Register | | Notices |Prosecuted
i ' i 1
(1) Factories in which sections | |
' 1,2,3,4 and 6 are enforced - - { - | -
by Local Authority. !
(2) Factories not included in !
(1) in which Section 7 is 26 ! 12 o 10 ) -
enforced by the L,A. - |
T
(3) Other premises in which ! :
i Section 7 is enforced by
1 the Local Authority - = = -
| (exzluding out-workers' r
] prenises). ]
i i
] TOTAL 26 12 = ¥
=
TABLE XX17 Showing the defects found in factories and the
action taken to remedy them during the year,
Number of defects.
Particulars Found| Remedied| Referred to [Referred by Number of
'H.M, Insp. |H.M. Insp. !Prosecutions

Want of cleanliness (S.1.) »

-

Overcrowding (8.2.) =

Unreasonable temperature

(8.3.)

Inadequate ventilation
(S.4.) 4

_neffective drainage of
floors (8.6.)

e

i a——

Sanitary conveniences
.s‘..?-. )

(a) Insufficient ¥

(b) Unsuitable or |

defective -

(c) Not separate for

5exes s

- m——

e T

' cut-work).

Other offences against
the Act (not including
offences relating to -

TOTAL

_:al;,{l-




TABLE XX111 Showing details of cut.weowkers for 1967(Sections 133 and 134).

-

: | SECTICH 133 SECTION 134
| No, of INo. of {No, of | No. of ¥
| \ out 'cases |prosec-! in-
| workers | of yutions | stances
in default, for |of work
Nature of work { August in | failureiin un- Notices|Prosec-
! list \sending| to |whole- |Served |utions ,
‘ required | lists |supply | some
by Sec. |to the |lists |premises
133(1) Gﬂuncili
(c)
(1) (2) (3) G R E ) (6) (7)
Wearing apparel making etc, "
cleaning and washing. - e = - - 4
Household linen, lace, lace | 1
curtains and nets, - - - i = a o
' Curtains and furniture i
hangings. - - - - = o
Furniture and upholstery. - - - - - =
Electro-plate. - = = A s =
i File making., - - - - = -
Brass and brass articles. - - - = i v
Fur pulling. - 5 = = 3 =
Iron and steel cables
and chains. ~ - - - = =
| Iron and steel anchors
| and grapnels. - - ~ - - e
{ Cart gear. - - - - < =
| Locks, latches and keys, - i o 2 Z =
Umbrellas etc, - - - E = =
Artificial flowers. - - - = - -
Nets other than wire nets. - - - - = 5
Tents. - - = - = =t
Sacks, - = - 3 = -
Racquet and tennis balls. - - - = = =
| Paper bags. - - - -~ = =
The meking of boxes or
other receptacles or parts
thereof made wholly or - - - - - .-
partially of paper.
Brush making, - - - - - -
Pea picking. - - = = = =
Feather sorting. - - - S = | z
Carding etc. of buttons
etc. - - = A = = =
| Stuffed toys. = = = i = = =
Basket making. - I = - = = “
Chocolates and sweetmests, - - - i - s =
Cosgques, christmas |
stockings etc. - - - . = i o
Textile weaving, A i z i - o =
! Lampshades, 3 - L - i Lo 3
| TOTAL B RE SN R A
















