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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.
TC THE
URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF BLAENAVON.
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 1963,

To the'dhairman and “Members of the
Blaenavon Urban District Council,

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting for your information my annual public
health report for the district for the year 1963,

This report is compiled to comply with Regulations 5 (3) and 15 (5) of
the Public Health Officers Regulations, 1959, and with instructions contained

in Circular 1/64 (Wales) dated 13th January, 196%, from the Welsh Board of
Health,

General Comment,

The year 1963 was a quiet one from the aspect of serious notifiable
diseases in the district and nothing of any consequence occurred. A few
measles cases were being notified towards the close of the year which was
considered to be the beginning of an epidemic outbreak. This outbreak was
anticipated as it is some two years since the last cases were notified in
the district, and this year has been an epidemic one for surrounding districts
as well as for the country at large.

It is pleasing to note that the incidence of tuberculosis in the district
remains at a very satisfactory low level and it is interesting to compare the
figures with those for some ten or fifteen years ago.

The question of slum clearance remains a matter of the greatest
importance in this town where there are still scores of unfit houses awaiting
clearance. The rate at which these unfit properties can be represented for
clearance must depend on the programme of ncw building envisaged for the
immediate future, as no progress can be made by merely condemning properties
unless replacements are in the offing,

Early in the year the Council gave consideration to Circular 28/62
Wales in which ministerial approval was given to the principle of fluoridation
of drinking water supplies in areas where the naturally occurring fluoride is
present only in minute guantities or entirely absent, The Council, after
being informed on all aspects and being provided with relevent literature
{including the view of those antagonistic to the idea), agreed to the
principle of fluoridation of the districtls drinking water supplies. The
practical application of fluoridation in this district is another matter and
presents insurmountable difficulties at present due to multiplicity of sources
of supply and probable future changes in the structure of water undertakings
'in the county.

During the year work began on the relaying of certain ncw water main§
to replace some very old systems which caused lack of sufficient pressure in
many parts of the town. It is disappointing to note that the year closed
with the town still receiving a mains water supply which, in a number of _
instances,is inadequately treated to ensure the safety expected by cumm?nltles
in these days from public water supplies. In an effort to deal with this
Problem from a public health aspect permanent "boiling notices" have had t?
be issued to certain parts of the town as a precautionary measure. Attention
has had to be drawn to this matter over many years in my annual reports as
well =as at the tinmes of receipt of the adverse laboratory reports.
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GENERAL STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

The population estimate for the district at mid 1963 as furnished by the
Regist?ar Genera} was 8,320, which -once again continues the yearly downward
trend in population for the town as shown over the last forty years,

1921 census populat%on - 12,469 (6,594 males and 5,875 females)
1931 census populat+on - 11,076 (5,847 males and 5,229 females)
1951 census population - 9,779 (4,976 males and 4,803 females)
1961 census population - 8,451 (4,257 males and 4,194 females)
_Es??maﬁeﬂ mid-year population since 1952,
. 1952 9,628
s - 19—53 91589 = 39 fall
1954 9,580 - 9 fall
955 9,490 = 90 fall
1956 9,320 = 170 fall
1958 9,140 = 90 fall
1959 9,060 = 80 fall
1960 9,010 =50 £r1d
1961 8,410 = . 600 fall
1962 8,390 = 20 fall
1963 8,320 = 70 fall
Total drop in the mid-year population estimates since
1952 = 1,308.
Elevations above sea level.
St. Peter's Church 1,035 feet
No. 4 Reservoir 1,319 feet
Penfforddgoch 1,573 feet
Estimated populations - mid 1963 - adjacent Urban Districts.
Abergavenny M.B, 9,710 sabercarn U.,D. 19,400 A4bertillery U,D, 24,910
Bedwellty U.D. 27,410 Cwmbran U.D. 24,290 Ebbw Vale U,D, 28,040
Monmouth M.B. 5,800 Tredegar U.D. 19,740 Pontypool U.D. 39,280

The Blaenavon Urban District is located at the head of the Eastern
Valley of Monmouthshire and is moderately well served for read transport.

The district's rainfall was recorded at No. 2 Reservoir and supplied by
the Council's Surveyor, G.C.E. Thomas, Esqg., J.P.

January 2.719 July 3.09
February L.68 August k.06
March 9.97 September S5
April 5.15 October 2.06
May 2,97 November 1351
June 4,06 December 2.77

Total 58.54 ins.

The district's rainfall during the past 6 years was as follows:-

1952 54,07 insg.
1958 65,00 "
1959 62,39 "

1960 82.75
1961 53.79
1962 45,05
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TABLE V1

Showing the deaths from all causes, infant deaths,
births and stillbirths allocated to this district

for 1963,

Causes of death | Male Female f

1. Tuberculosis, respiratory 1 - I
2. Tuberculosis, other & =

5« Syphilitic disease F i = ’
4. Diphtheria = -
S5« Whooping cough - £
6. Meningococcal infections = =
7« dcute poliomyelitis - .
8. Measles |2 g
9« Other infective and parasitic discases f - =
10. Malignant neoplasm, stomach | 2 2
11. Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus ! & 5.
12. Malignant neoplasm, breast ! - 2
15 Malignant neoplasm, uterus i - =
14, Other malignant and lyaphatic neoplasas | 6 2
15. Leukaemia, aleukacnia e =
16, Diabetes - 2
17« Vascular lesions of nervous system 12 12
18. Corcnary disease, angina 16 9
19. Hypertension with heart discase 1 1
20. Other heart disease 6 7
21. Other circulatory discase 6 2
22. Influenzs - 1
23. Pneumonia 1 3
| 24, Bronchitis 13 2
.23. DOther diseases of respiratory system 1 -
26. Ulcer of stomach and ducdenun g o 1
27+ Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea - 1
28, Nephritis and nephrosis - 1
29. Hyperplasia of prostate = -
30. Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion - -
31. Congenital malformations - 1
32. Other defined and ill-d:zfined diseases 3 6
5%« Motor wehicle accidents - -
34, Aill other accidents 2 -
35. Suicide - ¥
36, Homicide and operations of war - -
TOTAL ALL CAUSES 77 23

Deaths in infants under 1 year of age:-

Legitimate - =
Illegitimate - =
Total - 2
Total births 75 59
Legitimate = 58
Illegitimate jENS 1
Stillbirths - Total | 2 1
Legitimate Lo e 1
Illegitimate = -

Estimated population - mid 1963 = 8,320
(for calculation of birth and death rates).

BIRTHS DE.THS
Comparability factors: 1.16 105
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INFANT MORTALITY.

TABLE V111 Showing the yearly nunber of infant deaths,
live births; etc. ;- for this district since
1955,
i3 4 ] !
Year 1963 | 1962 | 1961 | 1960 | 1959 | 1958 | 1957 | 1956 | 1955
Number of deaths '
in infants under 2 25 2 L 10 5 | L 2 6
"1 year.
Number of live
births, e o B 0 < 0 O S 0 == = A 3 [ 0
Infant mortality |
rate. L9 38,5 | 15.6:] 33.0.| 84,0 41,0 55,3| 16.8} 57.7

There were two
One of these deaths

infant deaths recorded during the year - both females,
occurred at home and the second in hospital,

This is considered a very satisfactory figure as compared with the

experience of previous years and corresponds with the lowest figure

recorded for the district.

§ -

TaBLE 11X Showing the infant deaths assigned to this
district for 1963 by cause and in age groups.
Cause of Death. Under|1-2 [E—j 3.4 | Total 1-3 3-6 6-9 |9-12 | Total
1 wieo |wks. |wks, |wks,|under |mths,| mths,|mths.| nmths.| under
1 mth. ALl
Congenital heart
disease, 1 - - 1 - < = = 1
Broncho pneunonia - - - - 1 - - - 1
All causes 1 = [ - 1 1 | - - = 2
‘TABLE :E Showing the infant mortality rate for England
and Wales, etc., from 1955 to 1963,
: * :
Year England and Wales i Monmouthshire Blaenavon Urban
District.
1955 24,9 33.9 Sl
1956 23,7 29.0 16.8
1957 23,1 i )] 353
1958 22.6 25.8 &?.o
1959 2242 27 .2 ?#.G
1960 21.9 250 5349
1961 21.6 28.0 15.6
1962 21.6 25.0 38.5
1963 20.9 25.6 dite 3
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- M i - B o M e % T R
to hospital, (

Corrected for diagnosis).

Eroups an ving the admissions
(Tuberculosis excluded),

]
Unuayp| 1-2 | 2-3 _um _ r:m‘ miacddolam qmlmmﬁmmtum 35-45145-65 65 + | ALL 4GES|cases
1 _yro.l yrs.] yrs. yrs. yrs.| yrs.|yrs. lyrs. | yrs. rs. |yrs. | yrs. admitted t¢
M| F.IMF.] MJF.| MJF.] MJF.] M]F. _i.“ Mad M, F. M. F M FMJF, | M. IF. | T. hospital,
| r ]
Dightheria, - |- %l L8 Lo ot ot 3 S O 0 O S | I (PO s (S P SE SN 06 158 e -
Measles, HE R R TR p R e ) R I, e T R e e = L2 |148] 90 =
' Searlet fever. T | R e R T - wa - = == |=]=]=]= . [ = =
T 1 A g e o v e [ e S R e e e R | e (T e e | o o R P R i B 156 5
Pucrperal i T | |4 _ !
pyrexia.- = t=lefe == == == =f= )=ix T et (e |y B O P G et I % e ! 2
AC. primary sy ARt q | ﬁ m i
and influenzal i T (8 S R m:_I - == == e (e | I e [ S [ ol gl o= =
pneumenia., B i % w ! =ited |
Erysipelas, e O B S e oy | R e T e O O I =
Food poisoring, |- j- /-J- J-j-[=I-JT |- ' -] [_]- == B Sl S I B W B O O T S .
| Meningococcal Y _ | | | m | * m
infection, S o o N O ) o (e i o () [y ey ot ] Ml ) ] i) [t S R T Lo [y g g -
Typhoil, =R Y s i = e R R T T T e -
Paratyshoid, T T e e s Lh”_ == -1- |-1- =t =l === = -] -
Dysentery. == e e S e e e e T T e e i S [ N T T e = R =
Y Ophthalmia | [ ! R
neonatorum, e e S T e S L S D1 IR B . Shoat i) o Sl Y R e N (O S o i
acute \ i i _ — | _ ! ._ { i [ . _
encephalitis. N R A T e o e oo S - |- o Hu “J o e = |- |- -
Poliomyelitis: R : i T _
Paralytic S S T S RS S T 0 O S AN 1N N R P A =
Non-paralytic, SR TN N e R St ol ol sl = =] = ffm F =t -
Smallpox. = j=f=t=-J-1=-1=0=]=]=-]=1-i-]- 2 i el BT | S T e I [ S -
-nthrax, HEESE T T D e T R S B R -
| | ] 1 i ]
_HE..,E. :mq__m“_rhmu_mm ummamr_m‘m gy .._-_.LlT- _rm_.pm_mc_ &
. 2 i 1 h i

- Jm.l



TABLE XV

Showing the number of cases of notifiable diseases notified yearly

since 1949 (corrected for diagnosis).

Tuberculosis excluded,

| DISEASE

1963

1962

| 1961 | 1960, 1959

1958 | 1957

1956

1955

1954

1953

1952

1950

1949

Diphtheria

|
)
|
LI

Measles

90

95 = 1

290

58

297

Secarlet Fewver

o
(o T PR

30

Whooping cough

[k
P

Puerperal
pyrexia

1

hAce. primary
and influcnzal
pneumonia

(i)

5

Erysipelas

-

Food poiscaing

A

Meningococcea
infections

=

Typhoid

Paratyphoid

Dysentery

Ophthalmia
Heonatorum

e e e i .

scute
Encephalitis

S| B

Poliomyelitis:
Paralytic

Non-paralytic

Smallpox

wnthrax

PR, TR WUt SO

mm— e cm———
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forms of tuberculosis since 1943 ﬁnnwﬂwnﬁmn. for .nwﬁm:mmw.w..u.;
Yearly ﬂcwwuwnmfwoﬁ of ﬂnn.m.pu..wmﬂu._“_.m Yearly deaths from Total of yearly
nﬁ.vm:._..nzu_.ﬂmpm notifications tubercvlosis deaths from all
YEAR Pulmonary Non-pulmonary of pulmonary & Pulmonary l lion-pulmonary . forms of
Males Females | kales Pemales | non-pulmonary {Males | Females ! Males | Females | tuberculosis
1943 ] 8 13 3 1 25 1 5= B 583 8
1944 8 5 17 1 5 29 3 3 1 1 8
1945 | 7 6 TEs 1 17 - f . 3 8
{4966 § o i .7 5 = 22 1 4 1 ] ”
1947 6 - A - 17 3 P = an
| 1948 9 b - 1 16 3 ) 1 - 9
1949 8 8 1 | s 17 1 H i A S = 3
1950 2 2 2 - 7 4 = L r L
19544 5 5 - - 8 - = : E =
19521 3 8 1 2 e ! £ z = 2
9531 = i 6 1 1 10 1 - & = 1
agss | 1 Pt - 3 -~ - - : =
19554 o 5 - - 2 = = = E -
| 1956 . 2 1 & & 3 . = £ s A
{157 a | 1 . 1 4 J . £ - 1
.ammm o - : : 3 0y 4 ] . :
1859 ¢ 2 - - - 2 - - = > 5] .
19601 3 fepbes - : = - = - £
| 1961 5 = = . o 2 L = 5 =~ :
| 1962} 1 = - _ - 1 - - = = E
_,..dmmm 1 1 - = 2 LI E =d — :
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