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ANNUAL REFORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HELLTH.

TG THE
URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF BLAENAVON

FOR THE YEiR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 1958,

To the Chairman & Members of the
Blaenavon Urtan District Council.

Mr. Chairman, Miss Lewis and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting for your information my Annual
Public Health Report for the year 1958 relating to matters of
public health in your district.

This report has been compiled as required by the Sanitary
Officers (Outside London) Regulations, 1935 and 1951, and as laid
down in Circular 22/58 (Wales) dated 9th December, 1958, from the
Welsh Board of Health.

General Comment.

From the aspect of notifisble infectious disemse this district
‘had & very uneventful year and escaped all the more serious conditions
such as poliomyelitis and the enteric group of infections. Tuberculosis
too showed heartening signs by maintaining the low incidence figure
with which we have become accustomed to for this district in recent
years. It is unusual to have any deaths assigned to this cause now
“but, unfortunately, cancer of the lung appears to have taken its place
of late years.

It is plessing to note that the scheme for bringing into the
district an extra supply of treated mains water was nearly completed
and this should scon be helping to alleviate the seriocus position
existing for so long in this area with regard to quality and quantity
of the public water supplies.

It is alao of note that the Council are giving very serious
consideration to the matter of refuse disposal by proper controlled
tipping. This item will obviously involve the Authority in some
extra expenditure,but it will mean that refuse will then be dealt
with in a hygienic manner which is in the interests of the public health
of the district.

The Council alsc have in view a further house building scheme for
the near future and this is most welcome as it will give an opportunity
to get rid of some of the very sub-standard houses existing in the
town, It is most essential that building should continue for years to
come, as this present intended lot of 72 new houses will on.y be
touching the surface of our problem of unfit ppoperties in Blaenavon.
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GENERAL STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

The Registrar General's estimate of the population at mid
1958 was 9,140 which continues the persistent downward trend in
the population during recent years.

1921 Census population - 12,469 (6,5%% males and 5,875 females)
1931 Census population - 11,076 (5,847 males and 5,229 femnles)
1951 Census population - 9,779 (4,976 males and 4,803 females)

Estimeated mid-year population since 1952,

1952 9,628

1953 9,589 = 39 fall
1954 5,580 = 19 fall
1955 9,490 = 90 fall
1956 9,320 = 172 fall
1957 9,230 = 90 fall
1958 9,1% = 90 fall

Estimated fall in population of 488 since 1952.

Elevations above sea level,

8t. Peter's Church 1,055 feet,
Ho.l4 Remervoir 1,319 feet.
Penffordgech 1,573 feet.

Estimated populations - mid 1958 - adjacent Urban Districts.

dbergavenny M.E. 9,020 Abercarn U.D. 18,620 AbertilleryU.D, EE,BHQ
Badwellty U.D. 28,080 Cwmbran U.D., 19,740 Ebbw Vale U.D. 28,320
Monmouth M.B. 5,690 Tredegar U.D. 20,180 Pontypool U,D. 40,290

The Blasnaven Urban Distriet is located at the head of the Eastern
Valley of Monmouthshire and is moderately well served by road and rail
traneport,

Rainfall,

The district's rainfall was recorded at No.Z2 Reservoir and
Buppliad by the Council's Surveyor, Mr. G.C,E, Thomas, J.P,

January 5.3% ins. July 5.00 ins.
February 7,71 " August .61 M
March 2.92 v September 10.01 "
ipril 1.2 v October 7.34 P
May B.00 ™ Novembher 2.76 "
June L.ogy December 6.13

Total 65.00 ins.

The district's rainfall during the past 10 years was as
Tollows:-

1948 61.72 ins. 1955 47.21 inms.
1949 s0.90 " 1954 85,18 »
1950 56.89 n 1955 52.99 "
1951 67.28 n la56 47.81 ¢
1952 54.69 " 1957 5h.01 "
1958 6&5.00 ™






VITAL STATISTICS.

Tabla I. Showing the yeerly number of live births, estimated
mid-year population and the birth rate per 1,000
population since 1950.

: | : g
1958 | 1957 | 1956 [1955 |1954 [1953 |1952 [1951 1950

Number of live birthsl 122| 120} 119 | lo4 | 105 | 137 | 129 | 123 :15ﬂ
Estimated mid-year

population. 9,140} 9,230| 9,320 9,490|9,580{9,589] 9,628| 9, ?1; 9,951

Birth rate per 1,000
population. 13.4 | 13.0| 12.8} 10.9] 10.9| 10.9] 14.3| 13.4

[

15.0

&

|

E
I
|
|

; There were 122 live births (62 males and €0 females) assigned to
this district for 1958 which showed an increase of 2 over the previous
year. These 122 live birthe include 5 illegitimate births {3 males
and 2 females),

The natural increase for the district (i.e. excess of births
over deaths) for the year was 3. This is the first time since 1953
that the yearly births have exceeded the yearly deaths for this district.

The birth rate per 1,000 population for the year was 13.4 as
compared with the County of Monmouthshire rate of 17.0 and a rate of
16.% for England and Wales.

The gtillbirths for the year numbered 5 (4 males and 1 female)
and gave a stillbirth rate per 1,000 total live and stillbirths of
39.4, The five stillbirths were legitimate.

There wae no maternal death assipgned to this distriet for the
year associated with pregnancy, childbirth or abortion. The maternal
- mertality rate for the County of Meonmouthshire for the year was 0.35
per 1,000 total births (live and still).

A comparisen can be made betws=en the local birth-rate of 13.4
and that of 16.4 for England and Wales if the loecal rate is
multiplied by 1.05, which iz the comparability factor supplied by
the Registrar General.












DEATEHS.

8 III Showing the yearly number of deaths, estimated mid-year
populaticns =2nd the death rate per 1,000 population
since 1950.

195811957 {1956 119555 1954 | 1953 i 1952 '+ 1951 '[ 1950 |
9, 122 ? 128 | i 159| 112 1agi 137 | ; 125 | ' 144 |
'9 3209 450/9,580. 9.539&9 6zs|9 ?19 9, 931|
: SN AN

i 4 | ! |
e 15l° 15[2 il_ﬁl? ilﬁ'.a 1 11!? : 13-&5 | l""‘-E i lztg B
‘population. | | | | E . ! i

e were 119 dezaths (75 males and 44 females) allocated to the

9,140 9,23C

I
14,4

i
L

‘a death rate of 13.0 per },000 population.
@ VI show=s these deaths distributed by sex to the various causes.

 were no deaths assigned to maternal causes or to any form ef
.o8is during the year.

} various forms of cancer claimed 18 deaths (1l meles znd 7
during the ye=r or 15.,1% of the total deaths, Cancer of the
bronchus accounted for 4 deaths (all males) and represcnted
‘the total deaths,
he diseases of the heart and blood vessels accounted for 52

29 meles and 23 females) znd represented 43.7% of the total

'_rnspirntorx diseases (pneumoniz, bronchitis, etc.) caused 25
tl males and 7 females), which is 21¥% of the total desnths.

%ﬁ#ti-ius one male death sssirmed to suicide.
or ¥ehicle accidents claimed one male death and other accidents
two male deaths.

local death rate can be compared with the national rate of
1,000 population if first multiplied by the comparability
for this district which is 1.1%4.
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for 1958,

Table VI Showing the deaths from all causes, infant deaths,
births and stillbirths allocated to this dietrict

Causes of death

Male

i Female

Respiratory tuberculosis.
Tuberculosis, other.
Syphilitic diseass.
4. Diphtheria.
- Wheooping Cough
Meningococcal infection.
Acute poliomyelitis.
'H&"Bl&ﬂ‘
 Other infective and parasitic digeasas,
. Malignant necplasm, stomach,
. Malignant neoplesm, lungs 2nd bronchus.
ﬂalign&nt neoplasm, breast,
Malignant neoplasm, uterus.
. Other maligoent =nd lymphntic neoplasms,
Leuknemiea and aleakaemia,
Diabetes,
ascular lesions of the nervous system.
- Coronary diseases, angina.
Hypertension with heart discase.
Other heart disease.
. Other circulatory diseases.
ﬂmiluunaa.

Pneus
: ]h:nr.:hitis.
« Other diseases of the respiratory system.
ﬂ&;pr of stomach & duodenum.
- tritis, enteritis and diarrhoea.
; hritis and nephrosis,
Ey‘parplauia of the prostate,
. Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion.
ﬁhﬂgﬂnital malformations.
Other defined and ili-defined diseases,
Motor wehicle accidents,
.1l other accidents.
,&uiﬁid!¢
Homicide and operations of war.

[
R I o R T T S S T TR T T S -

=

I HMEE=-31 1 41

ol FMl I A& A&l =21 1 r

L ol 1 1 =0 K AP

';'ﬁbtll all causes

ﬁﬁntha in infants under 1 year of age:-
Legitimate
Illegitimate

e

P Ra

]

1 Wb g

: ﬂqtgl births:-

Legitimate
Illegitimate

Stil births:-

Legitimate
Illegitimate

e ugﬁ

e

Births
1.05

10.

Estimated population mil 1958 =

Comparability factors:-
Deaths
1,14

9,1%0






Table VII Showing the number of inquests on perscns belonging te
this district during 195¢ and the causes of death.

-EEHEE of death

Msles

Females

Tgtall

Chronie bronchitis agegravated
by pneumoconicsis.

Moter wvehicle accidents - passenger.

Misadventure - after operation for
hydrocephalus.

Chreonic bronchitis & emphysema.
Factory accident.

Colliery accident.

Suicide.

Cancer of lung.

Acute heart failure,

Specific aortitis,

Generalised peritonitis,
Coronary thrombosis.

= un

e e S N

-

e i T T S T e

Total

b=
WA

=
=3

The 5 deaths allocated to chronic bronchitis aggravated by
pneunoconiosis ocecurred in males aged 47,62,66,67 and 7% years.

The death assigned to a motor vehicle accident was that of

8 male passenger aged 19 years.

The factory accident invelved a male aged 27 years and the
colliery accident involved a male aged 62 years.

The one death allocated to suicide was that of a male aged

33 years.

11,






INFANT MORTALITY.

Table VIIT Showing the number of infant deaths,

since 1948,

live births, etc.,

| 95811957

1956 |

1955119541953 | 1952

| T '
1951 1950 1949} 1948 |

Ho.af deaths in r

infants under Lyr,| 5

Infant mortality
rate bl,0135.

Ho.of live births.| 122] 120

i

3|16.8

2
119

6 7 5

10&| 105| 1374

3

129

|

€l

a.

!

123 151’: 155i 17
L

g |
I
_} §

| 51.6]46.2 |

Of the 5 infant deathe (2 males and 3 females) during the year 3
wera due to prematurity and eecurred in the first week of life.
these deaths occcurred in premature twins.

in hospitals,

Table IX Showing the infant deaths assigned to this district for 1958

by cause and in age groups.

] L) Total Total

E T | ] ol unﬂermgmg m%ﬁg under

| Cause el sliB e lth = ! | O~ 1

¥ }ggﬂgmgﬂgmﬁn Hgﬂg\ﬂﬂﬂ'\ﬂ e

{ Meningeal

~ haemorrhage - | - 1] = 1 Sl [ = e 1
Broncho-pneumeonia |- | - -1 - - - | 1 - | = L

' Prematurity. 31-1-1- 3 -1 =-1-1- 3

i H-

i All causes b L ol b (g N — ol R it e s 5

Table X Showing the infant mortality rate for England and Wales, ete.,

for 1958, 1957, 1956, 1955 and 195k,

Two of
Four of the deaths occurred

i England Administrative i |
and County of Blaenavon
kg Wales Monmouthshire !
i195# 25.4 39.7 66.6 !
1955 24.9 33.9 277 ‘
15956 23.7 29.0 16.8
1957 23.1 31.0 33.3
1958 22.5 | 25.8 41,0

12.












The number of diphtheris immunisations carried cut in the
Council's district during 1958 were as follows:-

Age at date of final dose (as |
| regards A) or of reinforcing dose |
| {as regards B)

: Under
{1 yr.

1%
yrs

5 = 1%
_yrs

Total

A.

Nunber of children whoe complete
a full course of primary immup-
isation in this Authority's
district (including temporary
residents) during the year ende
31.12.'58.

B.

Humber of children who received
a secondary (reinforcing)
injection (i.e. subsequently te
primary immunisation at an
earlier age) during the year
ended 31,12,'SH, :

!

e e i el

32

67 |

Vaccinetion against smallpox.

The following vaccinations against smallpox were carried out in
this district during the year ended 31.12.°'58.

I 1 |
Age at date of Under 1 2 = k% 5 =14 | 15 « T I
vaccination l yr | year years years years e

T ==
Humber vaccinated 53 .f A% g 5 - 87
Number revaccinated - i - - - . - -

. = !
Total B ot 35 9 S tman ] | 87 |

Immunisation against whooping cough,.

The following immunisations against whooping cough were carried
out in this district during the year ended 31,12,'58,

Age at date of final
injection.
0= 4% 4yra!5 14 yrz| Tatal |
Number of children who have completed
& primary course (normally 3 injections)
of whooping cough vaccine (single or in
combination) in the Authority's é
district during the year ended 31,12.58 51 3 5

14,
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Table XVI Showing the occupztions of new cases of tuberculosis

in males notified during 1958,

Decupation Pulmonary ,I Non-pulmonary | Total 1'
Labourer 1 - I
Tinberman 1 - 1 !
|
Clerk 1 = |
|
= ;
. Total : 3 - | E |
Table XVII Showing the monthly notifications of tuberculosis
(all forms) for the year 1958, (corrected for
diagnosis)
| o TR 1 :
| Month Pulmonary Non-pulmonary 1 Total !
Hales | Femalos iflales | Females | i
[
January 1 = 1
Februsry - - - -
March - = - = - |
April = = % u |
Moy - - = - =
June - - x = -
July 1 - - - | |
August = 2 = = | = |
September = = = = i -
Cectober 1 - = - | 1 f
Mevenber - - - - ! - l
December - - - = | = l
!
1 ]
Totals 3 - - - I 3 !
Table XVIII Showing the aduissions to and discherces from
institutions for the treatment of tuberculosis
during 1958.
i x : 3] i
! Admissions Discharges
Institution |
Males Fennles Males | Females ,
|
Cefn Mably 2 - ‘; -
Glon Ely - = I =
1 |
| Totals 2 - 2 -

20,
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PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949,

Roport for the year ending 3lst March, 1959.

! §] k) R ]
: Local IchlllnEIRll other; Total| .gric-
;uthnrityiﬂousLs including| Cols |ultural
Business |1,2,3
Fremises
1. Number of properties
in Local iuthority's
e S ki 2s606. ] 241 ___|2,962] 20
11.No.of properties
inspected as a rosult off i
‘{a} nntificati‘ﬂn II-+:'|'!-'|F‘l-!!:%"l"'-l'l‘-' ‘T?% { !-'--'
(b) survey under the
l‘ict’ 'l??"l‘il%:???'llIl'}?él‘l'l:?%? "l%%I"
i{e) otherwise | - { - £ e L s
111, Total inaphctinna |
carried out including ks | 2,536 264 2,845 14
esnapectdens, bl | e e ERT. (s
JIF,Hu.cf properties T !
inspected (in Sece.11) | '
found to be infested i |
ib?: Rﬂt&-[‘[ﬂ.jﬂlr Ili:ii- * - i-:-- .-----:.-- ..::....:...E
1
! Hinqr '-%?.‘l' l‘-‘%§-- l-llll'?Il" -"J'-*ll "l"':""i
] .Hi.ce . - E'iajﬂr II'T‘I'I. iilll:ll lilli:l‘tiilﬁllllllil:‘llﬂ
i |
Minor - = = -I -

I?.Nuﬂber of infested
properties (in 3cc,IV)
treated by L.4.

R - - l!l----n-L

¥I. No.of notices aerveﬁ

under Sec.h of the Act.

{a) Treatment

(b) 3tructural works
i,e. proofins

VI1I, Wo.of cuses in
which default zction

as taken following the
isgue of a notice under
Sec.4 of the ict.

T

---------------------------- O A R | |
r”IIE:EEEEE-EEEEE“LLDEE =3 0 R = - M
------ o e o ey g —— --—--—-----—i
| |
! IX. No.of block control ! 1
; schemes carried out, - ! - - =1 - |
27.
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