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BLAENAVON URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL,

Statistical Summary,1957.

Area of district. 4 613 acres.
Rateable value (1.4.57) £48,959,
Net product of 1ld. rate (1956-57). £191.1,10.56
Number of inhabited houses (1957). 2,852
Number of Council-owned houses (31.12,'57) b3k
Number of housez built during 1957. 6
Populaticn (estimated mid 1957) 9,230
Average number of persons per house. 3.2
Census population 1951 - (4,976 males and 4,803 females) 9,779
Census population 1931 - (5,847 males and 5,229 females) 11,076
Number of live births, 120
Eirth rate per 1,000 population. ' 13.0
Humber of illegitimate births. >
Humber of stillbirths. 5
Stillbirth rate per 1,000 population. «5b
Number of deaths. 122
Crude death rate (i.e, deaths per 1,000 population) 13.2
Number of infant deaths (i.e. deaths under 1 year of age) 4

Infant mortality rate. 33.3
Number of maternal deaths. 1

Deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis. 1

Death rate per 1,000 population from pulmonary tubercullosis, sil
Deaths from cancer of the lungs and bronchi. 3

Death rate per 1,000 population from cancer of lungs and bronchi. « 33
Death rate per 1,000 population from cancer (all forms) 1.5

Percentage of total deatlsfor 1957 due to cancer of lungs and bronchi 2.5%
Percontage of total deaths for 1957 dus to pulmonary tuberculosis « 52%

Year. Births. Deaths.
1946 169 122
1947 202 156
1948 173 116
1949 155 1357
1950 150 144
1951 123 125
1952 129 137
1953 137 129
1954 105 112
1955 104 159
1956 119 128
1957 120 122









ANMUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL CFFICER OF HEALTH

T0 THE

URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF BLAENAVON.

FCR THE YEAR ENDING 3lst DECEMEER, 1957.

To the Chairman and Members of the
Blasnavon Urban District Council,

Mr. Chairman, Miss Lewis and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit for your information the Annual Public
Health Report for the year 1957.

The report has been prepared as required by the Sanitary
Officers (Outside London) Regulations, 1935 and 1951, and as
directed in Circular 1/1958 (Wales) dated 13th January, 1958,
of the Welsh Board of Health.

General Comment.

The year 1957 may be considered as a satisfactory one for
your district from the public health aspect. The notifications
of infectious disease related to nothing more serious than
n&aslﬂsiapart from a small number of notifications of tuberculosis.
Poliomyelitis was absent during the year in any manifest form
and in thig regard it is hoped that perents will fully accept the
opportunity for vaccination against this disease which is now
gffered to children up to the age of fifteen yoars.

It is gratifying to note the comtinuing fall in tuberculosis
notifications for the district and also the diminishing death
rate from this cause. These figures continue to fall for the
sountry as a whole but it would be unwise to assume that the
problem of tubereculosis has been fully conquered. It simply
means that if incidence figures are to be further appreciably
reduced an all out effort must continue te be exercised to stamp
out the remaining reservoirs of infection by the ascertainment
and treatment of those unsuspected cmses of open tuberculosis
&till remaining in the community who now constitute the main
infector pool.
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During the month of April a general population mass
radiography survey was carried ocut in the district and 1674
persons (942 males and 732 females) attended. The pericd
allocated by the Welsh Regional Hospital Board for the survey
was felt to he too short and this proved to be se as many
people who wished to be xrayed did not succe .d in having this
done. The details of this =urvey appear elsewhere in this
report. There is now a static mass radiography unit operating
at Newport and details of location and times of opehing are
given later in this report.

£ disturbing feature of recent years is the wvery definite
increase in the number of deaths related to cancer of the lungs
gnd bronchi, especially in males. The statistical evidence
collected beth =2t home and abroad shows a2 definite asscciation
between the ccourrence of this condition and heavy tobacco
smoking (especially cigarettes) over a pericd of years. There
iz little doubt that cther factors are also involved in the
causation of lung cancer and the most obvicus one is heawvy
atmospheric pollution from smcke, etc., emitted from coal fires
in factory furnaces and domestic grates in urban areas, Cancer
‘of the lung is more common in the urban dweller than in the
rurel dweller. Heavy atmospheric peollution from cocal smoke is
a wery dangerous lung irritant and leads toc chest complzints in
time. The commonest of these troubles is c¢hronic bronchitis
with its trail of limited capacity for physical effort and
inevitable shortening of human life. Vigorous action by local
authorities under the Clean Air Act, 1956, should improve
conditions as far as atmospheric polluticn is concerned. With
regard to the guestion of tcbaccc smoking the best advice to
young people is pever to begin smoking in the first place and
thereby avoid the danger of developing a habit which is very
g@ifficult to discard, To those who have smoked for a long period
and in whom the habit is firmly established the sdvice is that
4t 18 never too late to stop completely and gain benefit to
health. Many will find it difficult to cease completely and
the advice here is to cut down consumption to a minimum and
smoke a pipe in preference to cigarettes. It is difficult to
dignore the fact that the long term results for treatment for
cancer of the lung, even when the conditicn is discovered early,
are wery di=couraging.

The influenza epidemic visited this district in common with
the rest of the country during the year and the peak period
‘appeared to be the week ending lst October., The incidence among
schoolchildren wasunuweusily high and led up to the outbreak in
the adult population. In general recovery was usually rapid and
uneventful after a sharp initial illness but a small proportion
were less fortunate and developed serious complications which in
a few cases resulted in death.

Phe pressing necds of this district are still increased
house building to replace many properties which are more than
ripe for clearance and the provision of a public water supply
which can be considered adequate from the aspect of both quantity
and gquality. The present position with regard to public water
supplies is very disguieting and has been so for very many years.
However, at the end of the year s scheme was about to begin which
would rectify the position as regards bactericlogical quality and
ease the position as regards quantity during the uwsual period of
shortage.
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for 1957.

. Table VI Showing the deaths from all causes, infant deaths,
births and stillbirths allocated to this district

Causes of death

Male

Female

Eher infeetive
alignant neoplasm,
gnant neoplasm,
ignant neoplasm,
gnant neoplasm,
malignant and

and paresitic discases

stomach.

lungs and bronchus.
breast.

uterus,

lymphatic necplasms,

aemia and aleukaemia.

cular lesions of the nervous systen.
nary diseases, angina.

rtension with heart disease.

heart disease.

her ﬂiae&s&s ef the respiratory systenm,
Leer of stomach and duodenunm.
itritis, enteritis and diarrhoea.
hwritis and nephrosis.
yperplasia of the prostate.
gnancy,childbirth, abortion.
enital malformations.
gr defined mnd ill~defined diseanses.
or vehicle acecidents
other accidents,

LI RS |

i |

TR I R i R |

' HEI Pl EFI EFEEL L &M s O

75

5

ths in infants under 1 year of age:-
Legitimate
Illegitimate

(AL IR

M2 Ma

Total births:-

Legitinate
Illegitimate

60
60

N Eri11births:-

Legitimate
Illegitimate

e w8

[

Conparability factors:-

I Births Deaths
1 1.05 1,14

11,

Estimated population mid 1957 =9,230













INFINT MORTALITY.

Pable VIIT Showing the number of infant deaths, live births,
etc,, since 1948,

1957|1956 1955 | 1954|1953{1952 1951|1950 | 1945 [1948

Neo.of deaths in

infantsunder 1 yrd &4 2 6 7 5 3 6 2 8 8
Wo.of live births.| 120|119 |10% J1lo5 (137 (129 (123 |1s0 |155 (173

Infant mortality
rate 33,3 |16.8|57.

L
(o4

£6.6]36.3|23.3| 4 1%,.3%|51.6 |46,2

e |
e |

Of the above % infanf deaths one ocecurred in hospital and 3 at
homa. Two of the deaths were due to severe congenital defects, one
dne to accidental asphyxia due to regurgitstion of food and one was
due to premature birth.

Table IX Showing the infant deaths assigned to this district for
1957 by cause and in age groups.

i T 0 0 @ | vt

he|lvwalmolt oladue Stoas|locog |He [HE &a
] o g M= Q0 4 -t at 42 1@+ G2
o 1 a | @ P o E 2 1 B2 R - I8 & 2, Ty
= 2 b o o = o o o it ) R HRE
S OE] ey B S B lmealw e |ovB BT 2

Promaturity. 1 - = - 1 - - = - 1

Gungﬂnitalaktresia

of bile ducts. 1= = i = = & = = 1 1

Asphyxia duc to

food regurgitation| - - - 1 1 - | - - -

Spina bifids = - - = - 1 - - -

#All ecauses 1 = - 1 2 gl = = 1 (It

Table X BShowing the infant mortality rate for England and Wales,etc.,
for 1957, 1956, 1955, 155% and 1953.

England Administrative
Year and County of Blasnavon
Walea Monmeuthshire
1953 26.8 32.6 36.5
1954 25. b 39.7 66.6
1955 24,9 33.9 SEa
1956 23.7 29.0 16.8
1957 230 31,0 333

135,
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deaths 2ue teo tuberculesis dupring 1957 analysed in age
and sex groups and by type of disease.

| New Cases '_ i Deaths
Pulmonary Hon-pulmonary | Pulmcnary Non-pulmonar

Mele | Female| Male |Fe ale |Male .|Fenale Male| Female

L

ere was one inward transfer of a female case af pulmonary
ogis in addition to the =bove notifications.

~ The classifications of the above cases notified during the
WErE)-

y H&las:--Hﬂl and RBl Females:- EEE and ﬁE Abdeominal.

@ﬁq death allocated te pulmonary tuberculcsis was that of a

aged 54 years which was revealed on post-mortem diagnosis

pulmonary tuberculosis aggravated by pneumoconiosis. The
‘had not been previously formally notified.

'H@ha death. rates for tuberculosis for this district for 1957
g ag follows:-
(Rates for 1956 in parenthesis)

}ﬂﬁ& Tuberculosis (all forms) - 0.11 per 1,000 population (Nil)
(b) Pulmonary tuberculosis - 0.11 per 1,000 population (Nil)
1*,_.&3 Non-pulmonary tuberculosis - Nil per 1,000 populatiocn (Nil)

able XIV Showing the number of cases of tuberculosis remaining on
4 the regpister of this district at 31.12."57.

1 1 Malcs Females Total
| Pulmonary Nou-pulmonary | Pulmonary ! Non-pulmonary

2y 3 45 3 78

18.
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Table XVIITI Showing the monthly notifications of tuberculosis
(all forms) for the year 1957.(corrected for
diagnosis).

Month Pulmonary Non-pulmonary

]
o
ot
i
'_b

Males Females Males Females

January - = = - -
February - - - = =
March - - = e -
April - - - - -
May 1 & = =
June = - - = =
July - - = = &
August - = & % 1
Septomber 1 - - - 1
October - = = 2 i
HNovember - 1 - - i §
December - - - - -

Totals 2 1 = 1 o

Table XTX Showing the admissions to and discharges from
ingtitutions for the treatment of tuberculcosis
during 1957.

Admissions [ Discharges |
e lnsdon Males Females Males Females
Cefn Mably 1 - 2 =
Chepstow 2 1 2 -
Glan Ely 2 - - -
Totals 5 1 [ =

21,






Teble XX Showing the notification rates and death rates per
1,000 population for tuberculosis for the district
since 1938,

Notification rates Daath rates per
Year per 1,000 populstion 1,000 population.

Pulmonary [Non-pulmonary Pulmonary | Non-pulmonary
1938 2.93 0.30 .51 .00
1939 3.02 .68 59 » 00
1340 5,11 L8 .67 .10
1041 2.62 .09 T . 00
1942 1.00 40 .79 .10
1943 2.14 Ll .71 .10
1944 2,54 Sl .61 .21
1345 1.55 .21 .50 .50
1946 1,7k .51 .51 .20
19k7 1,54 .20 .92 .51
1943 1,51 .10 .81 .10
1949 1,61 .10 .30 . 00
1950 .50 .20 ) .00
1951 .82 .00 .00 .00
1952 1,14 10 « 31 - 00
1353 .83 .21 .10 .00
1954 1 8 - - -
1955 52 - = i~
1956 35 I . 3
1357 .33 i 11 -

L x

Tuberculocsis death rates for England and Wales - 1957,

The death rate from respiratory tuberculosis again fell
for England and Wales for 1957. Deaths numbered 4,250,
giving a death rate of 95 per million population, 12% lower
than the previous year. Since 1947 the rate has fallen by 73%.
For comperison the naticnal death rate from pulmonary
tuberculosis works out at about .10 per 1,000 populaticn as
against our local rate of .11

22,
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Table XXII

Analysais of other abnormalities of the chest

discovered during the mass radiography survey
carriad out amongst the general population
(including school leavers) at Blaenavon.

No. Classification of abnormality fiale (female | total i
1
1. Congenital abnormalities of the
beny thorax and soft tissues. i - 1 ‘
2. MAcguired abnormalities of the
bony thorax and soft tissues. d; 3 %
5. Tumours of the bony thorax-primary
and secondary. - - -
k., Congenital malfcrmations of the
lungs. - - -
5. Bacterial and virues infection of
the lungs. - -
6., Other infections of the lungs. - - -
?. DBronchiectasis. 1 1 2
8. Homeycomb lung. - - -
9, Emphysema. i 1 5
0. Primary fibrosis (non-tuberculous) b L 8
1l. Pneumoconiosis, g0 - a0
12. Spontaneous pneumothorax. - - -
13. Tepipgn tumour of lung and medisstinum
1 - 1
14. Cancer of lung and mclizstinum = = =
15, Metastases of lung and mediastinum.
16. Enlarged mediastinal and bronchial |
glands (non-tuberculous). - - -
17. Barcoidosis and collagenous
diseases. - - -
18, Pleural thickening or calecific-
ation (non-tuberculous). 1 1 2
19, Abnormality of the diaphragm and
oesophapgus. - 2 2
20, Congenital abnormality of heart
and blood wvessels. - - -
2l, Aecquired abnormality of heart and
bleod vessels. i 9 12
22, Miscellaneous:- healed primary 2 2 b
healed post primary il 3 b
Total all abnormalities 109 26 1135

2k,












MISCELLANEOUS .

Food and Drugs Ackt, 1§55.

The Food and Drugs Authority for this district is the
Monmouthshire County Council who are responsible for enforcing
those sections of the Act applicable to such an authority.

The County Chief Inspector of the Weights and Measures
Depertment, Mr. A.W. Prosser, indicates that 42 samples
were obtained in your district during the year and were
certified by the Public inalyst as conforming to required
standards. These samples included 38 milks, 2 ice-cream
and 2 other foods.

Dieposal of house and trade refuse.

|
i
i
I
|

The method of rofuse disposal employed by thie town for
mahy years has hesn the very uvnsatisfactory one of
uncontrolled tipping vhich has been advised against on
public health grounds in all my annual reports for years
past. This very unsatisfactory method of refuse disposal
has been abandoned by progressive local authorities for
many years as a travesty of community hygiene.

The uncontrolled tips in use in this district are
Bituated at the Dragon Site and at Forgeside adjmcent to the
Rubber Factory. The Tragon Site tip is an enormous one
which is cut of hand and on fire,while the one at Forgaside
is on a very much smsller scale and not on fire. These
open tips are fairly adjacent to the town and provide ideal
breeding grounds for flies, crickets and rats which can
invade the town. Owing to the vast area of the open faces
of these tips, especially the one at the Dragon Site, it is
impossible to control fly breeding by insecticides in
ligquid or powder form. The rat situation on these tips
requires constant attention to prevent an infestation of
serious propertions. alsoc, these open tips attract animals
such es sheep ané horses off the mountainside as they come
foraging amcongst the refuse for scraps of food. This may
also be an encouragement for these animals to come into the
streets in search of refuse receptacles. The fact that the
tip on the Dragon Site is continuously on fire means that
under certain wind direction. conditions scoaoke,duct
and unpleasant smells are reaching the town.

The only anawer to this unsatisfactory position with
regard to refuse dispoeal in the distriet is the introduction
of controlled tipping where the refuse is laid down in layers
up to 6 feet and securely covered over with earth to form a
seal. This method is utilised in many zreas for the making
of playing fields and has proved very successful.

The present sites would have to be abandoned and the
present tips tidied up and sesled off where possible. The
new tipping site would have to be asdjacent to sufficient
material for covering purposes and would require an
attendant on the tip with earth movine egquipment who would
ensure that refuse was being laid down properly by the refuse
lorries during the day and seal up the top of the tip during
the evehings so as to leave only the minimum of face exposed.
The presence of unauthorised scavengers who hang around the
refuse tips removing materials should be forbidien as an
undesirable practice,

=
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The ostablishment of controlled tipping with the
necossary attendant and eguipment on the site must entail
an. expense,but it is a very necessary expenditure in the
interest of public health, & contribution might be made by
having a twice-weekly domestic refuse ccllection, which is
entirely adeguate where households have a standard type
refuse bin, instead of a thrice weekly one. also, a local
autherity shall make a reasonable chargs for the collection
of trade refuse as indicated in section 735 of the Public
Health fAet, 1936, The guestion of frequency of refuse
collection required in a district cannot be divorced from
the type and suitability of the refuse bins used by house
eccupants. In this respect section 75 of the Public Health
Aet, 1936 gives powers to a local authority to require a
house owner or occupier to provide a repulation dustbin for
the reception of house refuse or in lieu of this requirement
the local authority may provide and maintain repgulation
dustbing themselves for which an annual charge not exceeding
five shillinge may be made.

Public Swimming Baths.

The district is provided with an open air swimming bath
with sdequate purification plant but is not owned by the
local authority.

National Assistance fict, 1948,

There was no need to have reccurse to section 47 of the
dct during the year as the fow persone in need of care and
attention entered Pert IITI =zccommodation of their own
volition after persuasion.

Logal problem families Committes,

No case was brought to notice in the district during the
¥year which necessitated the convening of any meeting of this
Committee.

National Health Service Act, 1946

The local health services under Part III of this act

are carried out in this district by the Local Health Authority
which is the Monmouthshire County Council.

Water Supplies.

By the end of the year work was sbeut to begin on the
laying of a pipe line from Cwmavon Reservoir to No. 2 Bervice
Reservoir to bring in 70,000 gallons cof treated water per day
from the supplies of the Pontypool and District Water Company.
The scheme also includes a treatment plant at Bunker's Tank
and the results should mean that the district's water supply
should now be bactericlogiecally satisfactory at any rate. In
dugs course furtler augmentation of the Pontypool and District
Water Company's supplies will mean that an increased quantity
of weter will be available to this district.

Previous apnual reports have all referred to the most
unsatisfactory situation of the public water supplies to this
district with regard to both adequacy of guantity in dry
periods and alarming fluctuations in bacterioclogical purity.

27
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Table XXVII Showing the number of demolition and closing orders
made and the number of notices served under the
Public Health and Housing Acts during the year

Demoliticn and Closing Orders. !

| Number of

{
Houses

|

Fersons
Displaced

(1) Housing Act, 1936,
{a) Houses demolished as a result of
formal or informal procedure under 1

(2)

(3)

Section 1l.

(b) Houses closed in persuance of an
undertaking given by the owners under |
Section 11, and still in force, H -

(2) Parts of

Housing Act,

buildings closed. =

1949,

{(a) Closing Orders made under Sec.2(l) . A

(b) Demelition Orders determined and
Closing Orderssubstituted under Sec,3(2)

Local Government (Miscellaneous

Provisions) Act, 1953,

Closing Orders made under Sec.l0(1)

Repairs.

{4) Mumber of unfit or defective house= rendered fit

(5)

(6)

e e e e

s I

Number
of
Houses

Informal Action.

during the pe
by the local
or Housing Ac

A

riod as a result of informal action
authority under the Public Heslth
ts.

cticn under Statutory Powers.

FPublic Health

Acts,

fumber of houses in which defects were remedied

after service
{(a) by owners
(b) by loeal

Humber of hou
notices (sect
(a) by owners
(b) by local

aof formal notices

suthority in default of owners

geg made it after service of formal
ions 9,10,11 and 16)

authority in default of owners

16

14

52,






FPREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT,1949.

Report for the year ending 3lst March, 1958.

(1}

Local
Authority

Y

Dwelling
Houses

(3)
All other
including
Business
Premises

Total
Cols

1,243

i
fAgric=
'ultural

1. Mumber of properties
in Local Authority's
district.

11.Ho. of properties
inspected as result of
(a)notification

(b) survey under the
Act
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131. Total inspections
carried ocut including

IV. No.of properties

inspected (in Sec.1l)
found to be infeated
by: Rats - Major

Minor

Mice - Major
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¥. Fumber of infested
properties (in Sec.IV)

YI.No.of notices served
under Sec.4 of the

Act. (a) Treatment

{b) Structural works
—o_..l:e.proofing |
YII. No.of cases in
which default action
was taken following
the issue of a notice
under Sec.4 of the

—

IX. No.of block
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control schemes
carried out
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FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 and 1948,

Factory premises in the district continued to be inspected
during the year and conditions were generally found wo be
satisfactory. Secticns 110 and 111 of Part VIII of the Act
did not apply as no outwork was being carried on.

Table XXVIII Showing the number of factories and inspections
of same carried out during the year.

Number (Number of (Written|Occupiers
on ok notices|Prosecuted
Register Inspections l
|
(1) Factories in which 8ec's i
1,2,3,% & 6 are to be i
enferced by the L.A. 5 1z = i l

(2)Factories not included f

idn (1) in which Sec.7 is l
anforced by the L.A. 3l 60 = - I
(3) Other premises in which l
Bec.? 15 enforced by the |
L.a, (excluding outworkers® . :
premises) 2 2 | - - :
Total 36 | 74 - - !

Table XXIX Showing the defects found in factories and action taken,

Mumber of defects Number
IHeferred by |of pros:
Found | Remedied H.ﬂlnspecturﬂcutiﬂﬂﬁ

Wan% of cleanliness (5.1) = = = : =
Overcrowding (5.2) - - - -
Unreasonable temperature(s. 3) - = = -
Inadequate ventilation (5.4)
Ineffective drainage of floors(36) - - - -
Sanitary conveniences (5.7) !
(a) Insufficient

(b) Unsuitable or defecctive
{c) Not separate for sexes.
Other offences against the
Aet (not including offences
relating te outwork) - - = =

I
]
]
i

(=
L]
i

Total 1 L = ! -
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