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BLAENAVON URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Statistical Summary, 1955.

Area of district.

Rateable Value (1.4.'55).

Estimated net product of 1ld. rate (1954-55).

Number of inhabited houses.(1955).

Number of Council-cwned houses (31.12.'S55).

Number of Council houses built during 1955.

Population (estimated mid 1955).

Average number of persons per house.

Census pepulation 1951 - (4,976 males and 4,803 females)
Census population 1931 - (5,847 males and 5,229 females)
Humber of live births.

Birth rate per 1,000 population.

Number of illegitimate births.

Number of stillbirths.

Stillhirth rate per 1,000 population.

Number of deaths.

Crude death rate (i.e. deaths per 1,000 population),

Number of infant deaths (i.e.deaths under 1 year of age).

Infant mortality rate.
Nunber of maternal deaths.
Deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis.

Death rate per 1,000 population from pulmonary tuberculosis.

Deaths from cancer of the lungsand bronchi,

Death rate per 1,000 population from cancer of lungs and bronchi. °

Death rate per 1,000 population from cancer (all forms).

4,613 acres
£33,674,
£121,9.5.534.
2,849
418
Nil,

9,490
3.3
9,779
11,076
104
10.9

1

3
32
159
16.8
6
57.7
Nil.
Nil.
Hil,
L
.2
1.9

Percentapge of total deaths for 1955 due to cancer of lungs and bronchi.2,5%

Percentage of total deaths for 1955 due to pulmonary tuberculosis.

Year Births Deaths
1946 169 122
1947 202 156
1948 173 116
1949 155 157
1950 150 144
1951 123 125
1952 129 137
1953 137 129
1954 105 112
1955 1ok 159

1.

Nil.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
TO THE
UREAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF BLAENAVON
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 318T, 1955.

To the Chairman & Members of the
Blaenavon Urban District Council.

Mr. Chairman, Miss Lewis & Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting to you the Annual Report on
the state of the public health of the district for the year 1955.
This report is submitted in accordence with the Sanitary Officers
(Outside London) Regulations, 1935 and 1951, and as laid down in
circular 17/55 (Wales) dated 23rd Noveamber, 1955, of the Welsh Board
of Health.

General Comment.

The year 1955 has been an uneventful one from the aspect of the
sceurrgnee of notifiable disesses in the distriet apart frem the
notification of one case of poliomyelitis which, fortunately, was of
the non-paralytic variety and the affected child made a full recovery.

For the =ixth successive year there was no notification of
diphtheria which is evidence of the continued success of prophylactic
anti-diphtheria immupisation.

It is also notable that this is the second successive year in
which the district has been free from a death attributable to
tuberculosis and is evidence of the success of anti-bictiec drugs coupled
with modern chest surgery in the treatment of this once dreaded disease.

The population of the district continued to drop and follow the
trend of recent years, when live births failed to outnumber the yearly
deaths by an appreciable margin., The deaths for 1955 are the highest
since 1947 and from table V it will be observed that 64% of the total
deaths for the ysar occurred in persons who had attained the age of
65 years., It will alsc be noted that 35% of the total deaths were in
perscons who had attained the age of 75 years,

3.
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DEATHS .

Table III. Showing the yearly number of deaths, estimated mid-year
populations, and the death rate per 1,000 population
for the district since 1947,

195511954 11953 11952 | 1951 |1950 | 1943 {1948 | 1947

Number of deaths | 159 | 112 | 129 | 137 | 125 | 144 | 139 | 116 156

Estimated mid-

r‘ﬂr pﬂpulﬂ.tien. E!Ilgc" g!EBD 91589 ?'638 9.?19 91?31 9|??5 glgza 9,?5"‘

Death rate per
1,000 population| 16.8] 11.7f 13.5| 1&4.2) 12.9 1&.4 13,7 11.7| 15.8

The deaths allocated to the distriect for the year numbered 159 and
were made up of 9% males and 65 fomales. This figure shows an increase
of 47 over last year's figurce which was the lowest for some years. A
comparable high fizure was last recorded in 1947. The increase for 1955
iz ettributable to the large number of elderly pecple who died during
the year.

Table VI shows how these desths were alloecated to the warious
CAuUsSeSs.

There were no deaths allocated to maternal ceauses (pregnancy,
ghildbirth, abortion) during the year. The County maternal mortality
rate per 1,000 total births (live and still) was 0.98 for the year.

For the second consecutive yoar no deaths resulted from tuberculosis.

Diseases of the heart and bleod vessel claimed B4 deaths (42 males
and 42 females) or 52.8% of the total deaths.

All forms of canver claimed 18 deaths (10 males nnd 8 females) or
11.3% of the totzl deaths.

Motor wvehicle accidents c¢laimed one male death and all other
accidents claimed 7 deaths (5 males and 2 fenales).

A comparison can be made botween the local death rate and that for

England and Wales if the local rate is multiplied by the comparability
factor of 1.05 supplied by the Registrar General,

?'
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Table VI Showing the deaths from all causes, infant deaths, births and

stillbirths allocated to this district for

1955.

Causes of death

Male

Female

21,
22,
23,
24,
254
26.
27.
28.

29,

31.
52 .
33,
34,
35.
36.

Tuberculosis, respiratory.
Tuberculosis, other.

Syphilitic disease.

Diphtheria.

Whooping Cough,

Meningococcal infection.

hcute poliomyelitis.

Measles.

Other infecticus and parasitie diseases,
Malignant neoplasm, stomach

Malignant neoplasm, lung and bronchus.
Malignant neoplasm, breast,

Malignant necplasm, uterus.

Other malignant and lymphatic necplasms
Leukaemia and aleukaemia.

Diabetes.

Vascular lesions of the nervous systen.
Coronary diseases, angina,.

Hypertension with heart disease.

Other heart disease.

Other circulatory disease.

Influenza,

Pneumonia.

Bronchitis.

Other diseases of the respiratory system.
Ulcer of stomach and ducdenum.
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea.
Nephritis and nephrosis.

Hyperplasia of prostate.

Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion.
Congenital malfeormations.

Other defined and ill-defined diseases.
Metor wehicle accidents.

&11 other accidents.

Suicide.

Homicide and operations of war.
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Total all causes.
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Deaths in infants under 1 year of age:-

Legitimate
Illegitimate

Tetal births:-

Legitinate
IMlegitimate

52
32

32
51

Stillbirths:-

Legitimate
Illegitimate

Estimated population mid 1955 = 9,490.
Comparability factors:-

Births Deaths

1.06 1.05

10,







Table VII Showing the number of inguests during 1955 6n perscons
belonging to this district andthe circumstances of

these deaths.

Circumstances of death Male | Female| Total
Cancer of the kidney 1 - 1
Burns received in the house - acecidental - 1 1
Pulmonary cedema following intestinal resectiog 1 - : |
Mining accident - wunderground. 2 - 2
Chronic bronchitis and pneumonia 1 - i |
Pneumoconiosis b4 - IR
Chronic bronchitis and emphysema 2 - 2
Coal gae poisoning - accidental 1 - 1
Coronary thrombosis 3 - 3
Late results of mining accident. 1 - 1
Accidental fall while in chronic sick hospital - 1 1
Cardiac failure 1 1 2
Found drowned 1 - 1
Uraemia 1 = 1
Acrtic stenosis 1 - 1
Hoad acecident - motor cyclist 1 - 1

All causes 21 3 2k

The fatal road accident was that of a motor-cyclist aged 21 years.

The three mining accidents involved males aged 46 years, 57

years and 64 years.

The four deaths allocated to pneumoconiosis occurred in males

aged 42 years, 66 years, 70 years and 73 years,

11,






Table VIII Showing the number of infant deaths, live births, etc.,

Infant Mortality.

since 1947 in this district.

Ho.of deaths in
infants under 1 yr.

No.of live births

Infant mortality
rate,

1955

1954

1953

1952

195111950

1949

1948

1947

6

1ok

57.7

7
‘105

66.6

>
137

36.5

3
129

23.3

3

123

2

150

48,.8]13.3

8
155

51,6

8
173

k6,2

7

202

34,6

0f the above six infant deaths three occurred in hospital and

three at home, Thres of these deaths occurred in the first week of
life and were due to conditions which are not preventable.
fipure of six infant deaths for the year is no higher than the
avarage fipure for the eight previocus years,

The

Table IX. Showing the infant deaths assigned to this district for
1955 by cause and in age groups.

gEn;m oy gk o ff ] m-ﬂng-m.g (") h

(ST K -5 e Ll =1 | =] T = A e el O R @

Cause of death Lel'ol' o' sll3=8ll 5l 5]l' 6l Elo @ e M

B =l 2lnvellos ol ol B| Hjow g

= HHHEN‘-E o™ BH o 3~
Asphyxia necnatorum Tl = L | 15 = = = 1
Broncho-pneumcnina = e = 1 = = = 1
Anencephaly & meningocele 1 Bl 1 = 1 o = 1
Acute bronchitis =1 R = i a2 i E = 1
Prematurity |l 1 1 | Sob e L - 1
Congenital . gtresia of larynﬁ SE= -] = 1 - = = - 1
All causes 3|=] 1] = Sl et = | = [

Table X. Showing the infant mortality rate

for 1955, 1954, 1953, 1952, 1951.

. Ensiandlﬁdmihlstrati?e
County of Blaenavon

Nodon lMonmouthshire
1951 | 29.6 43.1 LB .8
1952 27.6 33.9 23.3
1953| 26.8 32.6 36,5
1954| 25.6 39.7 66.6
1955l 24.9 13.9 57.7

12,
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Notifiable Diseases (excluding tuberculosis)

There were five notificatione of measles, one notification
of scarlet fever, one notification of meningococcal meningitis
and one notification of non-paralytic poliomyeliti= during the

year.

There was no notification ofdiphtheria for the 6th year
in succession, which is a nmost satisfactory state of affairs.

The number of anti-diphtheria immunisations done in the
Council's district during 1955 was as follows:-

Age at date of final dose
‘{az regarde A) or of re-
inforcing dose (as regards B
under [ 1 - 4 5-14 | Total
lyr., ¥yrs yrs

A,

Humber of children who completed

a full course of primary immun-

isation in the Counecil's district| 16 33 20 63

during the year ended 31.12,'55.

BI

Number of children who received

a secondary (reinforcing) dose

subsequent to primary immunis- 5 14 62 26

ation in the year ended 31.12.'55

The continued maintenance of a high level of immunisation

iz the best guarantee against the return of this discease.

combined immunisation against both diphtheria and whooping
cough ig now available for use since the middle of 1955, in

the infant welfare clinic, and i=s strongly recommended.

A

This

combined immunisation is best begun at the age of 4 - 5 months
go that the child is protected against whooping cough during
the period of life when it is most lethal.

Vaccination against smallpox.

The number of vaccinations done in the district during
1955 was as follows:-

ﬁiztizagzzﬁ.qf under lyr |lyear |2-4yearg 5-14 yrs|l5+yrs|Total

No.vaccinated | 36 3 b - - 43

No.revaccinated - - = = 2 =
Total 36 3 4 - - 43

13.






-—._..ﬂ

] T
c i o e === o C == | B = ] i i = _H T |2 _ i 13 & = i T BTEIO0
- [ e e 3 Bt (st = |=-1- -1 - - - |- - |- - |- -1- - = = xodyTERE
T it == 1=| - e A - - |=1- - | = - -1 - - |- - 1T N - - - af3hTEIud-uou
& Sy Pt | (] e b Tt e | e BRI i e ) | -1=- {-1- - l=-1-1-1 - - - aT3dTeand
sT3TT2AmoTTod
= = e e e e ] o o = i S | e o] = | | A e e - (=] - - - gryTTeydaous oy
i e e | [ e | [ e [ R e R et B =|=1=1=1=1|={t=1=1 - - - ENI0}EUODU
sTRTEY3qdo
= silm] == | =] = -] == - -|=1]- - = - - |- = |- = |- -f=-f - = = Kisguaskg
: S VS R ) ) (IR |SRES RR oo - =f=1= ]=0=] = =l=1=-1=-1-=-1-1-1- - = - proydfsaed
- i |l = == — == - - |=-1- - = - == - = = |- ] [ - = = proydiy
T ) bt o | ] B G| SR RE i = o e fie == = [t (] S Tl et [y = = T UOTIDSJUT
Te22000duTUaY
- o ] et e T == = - = == - | = - -1 = - - - |- - = - - = Sutuostod poog
- S 1SS G N [ [ =[] [ = -|=-1- - |- - - - - |- - |- -1 = - = = seradralag
- ==1=-t-1-1-1 -1-1-1~-1-01-1-1~-1|-| - il P | s ] il v ) e = = |wtuownoud [ezuUSMTIUT
pue Laewtad-:oy
- =S e [ e | [ [ = - o R = = - - | = - | - - |- = F - - - - erxallid teazadisng
= SN by AR R ) S e 1 - ol [P e - = - = - |- -1~ - - = *yinos Furdooyy
T Ti=itl-1=-1 - === = Tl=F= -1 = - - | = - | = - | = - i - - - - Jahal jaTdEIG
- sElzl=El=1=1 =1=-1-"1=-"1=l=01= ¥=1=1 - L= =Tk T AT A== = = eel] Ll
- ===l Iwl =] w]afla]a] af=a]= J=]=] = -f=1=]=] =1=}=1=] = - - etIayiqdtg
reardsoy| JP [A]E W (I [mlfd b a2 |wpafw Pafuf-a | wpa |'wla[wls 'mpa |'mw| 4| °H S
3 I |seTy
uwuwwwmw Q| tov| +59 | s9-gn | sy-c¢ | s6-oz | oz-¢1 [ st-oT| OT - S |S - w4 - € |€ - 2 |2 - T | AT 2epun

pue sdnoa¥ xog puw ofe ur peshieue *CCGT

*(STS0oTNaIagng

Sugpnioxa) +yejrdsoy 03 suotestupw syj Sutatd

Futanp 40TI3ETP STY3 UT PITITIOU SagessTp TQETITIOU ayj Jummoys LX 9798l







Table XIT Showing the number of cases of notifiagble disease notified
yearly since 1944 (tuberculosis excluded).

Disease

1955

1954

1553

1952

1951

1950

1959

1948

1947

1946

1945

194t

Diphtheria
Measles

Scarlet fever
Whooping cough
Puerperasl pyrexia

Acute primary %

influenaalpnﬁﬁg?q.

Erysipelas
Food peisoning

Meningococcal
infection

Typhoid
Paratyphoid
Dysentery

Ophthalmia
neonatorum

Acute
encephalitis

Poliomyelitis
(a) paralytic
(b) non-paralytic

Smallpox

58

35

22

236

30
49

= oh

397
L

142

23

15.






Tuberculosis.

The chest c¢liniec faecilitier for Blaenavon are provided at
the Park Buildings, Pontypoocl, which is a suitable and convenient
cantre for this purpose. There are two whole day cliniecs held
each wesk for dealing with new patients referred to the chest
physician, old cases requiring follow-up and the examination of
contacts.

An environmental report is made by the Medical Officer of
Health on all new cases notified in the district and arrangements
made for checking up on the contacts by chest xray and skin
testing where appropriate. A copy of the environmental report
is available to the County Medical Officer andthe Chest Physician.
A suitable disinfectent for use in comnection with loundry or
sputum receptacles is available in appropriate cases from the
Public Health Department. Disinfection is carried out where
necessary in the homes of those removed to hospital. At the end
of this year there was no waiting list for tuberculous cases
requiring any form of hospital treatment which they were willing
to undergo.

There wes no mass radiography general population survey
garried out during the year but & unit did visit the factory of
Everwear Candlewick Ltd., in the district and 124 persons were
xrayed. A5 & result of this factory survey three cases were
raferred to the Bhest Physician as requiring further investigation.
Even though no general survey was held in the district during the
year most of the workers who travel down the wvalley to work in
factoriea had the opportunity of having an xray as most of these
larger factories were visited by a mass radiography unit during the
yaar. While the shortage of mobile mass radiography units persists
it is probably a wiser policy to concentrate on earrying out surveys
in factories where the response is so much better than in general
population surveys.

There is a possibility that a static mass radiography unit may
be =et up at the Chest Clinie¢ in Fewport in the near future and
this would enable anyone to go and have a chest xray with the least
pessible difficulty at any time.

16.






Table XIII Showing the new cases of tuberculosis notified and the
deaths due to tuberculeosis during 1955, analysed in age
end sex groups and by type of disease,

Groups
in
Years

lew Cases

Deaths

Pulmonary

NHon-pulmonary

Pulmonary

Hon-pulmonary

Male

Female

Male

Female

Male

Female

Male

Female

0-1
1-5
5 -15
15-20
20-35
35-45
45-55
55-65
85 +

Total

L 5

In addition to

the above primary notifications of tuberculosis

there were three inward transfers from other districts - 2 males
andone female (all pulmonary cases).

The above five female cagses of pulmonary tuberculosis were
elagssified as AL, Bl, A2, B2 and B2,

The death rates for tuberculesis for this district for 1955
were as follows:=-

(Rates for 1954 are in parenthesis)

fa) Tuberculosis {all forms) -
{b) Pulmonary tuberculosis -
(e¢) Non-pulmonary tuberculosis -

Nil per 1,000 population (nil)
Nil per 1,000 population (nil)
Nil per 1,000 population (nil)

Table XIV Showing the number of cases of tuberculosis remaining on
the tuberculesiz rapister at 31.12,'55,

Males Females
Total
Pulmonary | Non-pulmonary Fulmonary Fon-pulmonary
28 10 45 = g8

17.
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Table XVI Showing theoccupations of the 5 new cases of pulmonary
tubterculosis notified during 1955.

Cceupation FPulmonary Non-pulmonary Totel

Factory Worker 1 - 1

Housewi fe L = b
Totals | - 5

Table XVII Showing the monthly notifications of tuberculosis (all
forms) for the year 1955. Corrected for diagnosis.

Pulmonary Non-pulmonary

st Male Females Males Females o kel
January - - - = =
February - 1 - - 1l
March - 1 - - 1
April - - = = =
May - - - - -
June - 1 - - 1
July - 2 - - 2
August - - - - -
September - - - - -
October = - = - =
Hovember - - - - -
December = = = = £

Totals - 5 - - 5

Table XVIII Showing the admissions to and discharges from
institutions for the treatment of tubeérculesis
during 1955.

Admissions Discharges
Instituticon
Males | Females Males Females i
|
Cefn Mably 1 1 L}
Sully 2 2 -
Talgarth - - 1 -
Chepatow - 1 = i
Benenden, Kent. - - 2t 1
Abergale Chest Hosp. - - - X
Total 3 L 2 3

13.






Table XIX Showing the notification rates and death rates per
1,000 population for tuberculosis for this district

since 1938
Notification rates '| Death rates per

er 1,000 population if 1,000 populatien,

el Pulmonary | Nen-pulmonary | Pulmonary| Non-pulmonary
1938 2.93 0.30 + 51 .00
1939 3.02 .68 +59 .00
1940 2.11 .48 . 67 «10
1941 2.62 .09 U7 « 00
1942 1.00 4o i .79 .10
1943 2.14 Al .71 .10
1944 2.54 41 .61 .21
1945 1.55 .21 <30 .50
1946 1.74 .51 .51 .20
1947 1.54 .20 .92 .51
1948 1.51 «10 .81 .10
1949 1.61 .10 .30 . 00
1950 .50 .20 4o .00
1951 .82 .00 .00 . 00
1952 1.14 « 10 g b « 00
1953 .83 a2l .10 . 00
4 1954 a5l « 00 l . 00 « 00
1955 52 « 00 | « 00 « 00

=0,
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WATER SUPFPLY,

The dry months of 1955 saw the district with a grossly
inadequate water supply entailing long perioddaily when

supplies had to be cut off.

The result of water sampling

during the year was a repetition of the findings over previous
years when reports varied from an absence of contamination to

heavy contamination,

It is hoped that negotiations which have

taker place will result in the present supply being augmented
with & chlorinated supply in theé near future.

HOUSING.

Table XX. Showing the number of houses owned by this Authority

at 31,12,'55.

Bioate on 31,135,755,

Wo.of houses for which
sanction had been given
but which had not been
commenced on 31,12.'55.

Tem Nom-
_P' Traditional|Traditional|Total
Pre. fabs
Houses. Houses.

Ho.of houses owned by a L
O R 50 &k 284 18
Ho.of houses in the
course of erection by 16 = 16

Tablas XXT Showing the number of houses erected during 1955 by the
Local Authority and by private enterprise.

By private enterprisc -

Non- L
Temnp. : Traditional] -
Pre.fabs, | Traditional =ty Total
Houses.
By Local Autheority - = = 3

Total =

Number of houses under construction by private enterprise but

not completed by 31.12,°'55 - 1.

L 18













FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 and 1948.

Factory premises in the district continued teo be inspected
during the year and conditions were generally found to be satisfactory.
Sections 110 and 111 of Part VIII of the Act did not =pply as no

outwork was being carried om.

Table XXII Showing the number of factories and inspections of same
carried ocut during the year.

Premises

Number
on
Register

Number of

Inspections

Written

notices Prosecuted

Occupiers

{1) Factories in which Sections
1,2,3,% and 6 are to be
enforced by Local Antheority.

{2) Pactories not included in
(1) in which Section 7 is en-
forced by the Local Authority.

(3) Other premises in which
Section 7 is enforced by the
Local Authority (excluding
cutworkers' premises).

30

18

76

Total

3

=11

Table XXIII Showing the defects found in factories and action taken.

Nunber of defects

Number

Found

Remedied

Referred by
H.M.Inspectorn

of pros-
ecutions

Want of cleanliness (S5.1)
Overcrowding (5.2)
Unreascnable temperature (5.3)
Inadequate ventilation (S.4)

SBanitary conveniences (35.7)
({a) Unsufficient

(b) Unsuitable or defective
{e) Not separate for sexes
Other offences against the Act

to Outworl)

Ineffective drainage of floors (5.6

{not including offences relating

—r
i

Total

25,






Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1940,

Table XXIV Showing the work carried out under the above fAct,for the
year ending 3lst March, 1956.

(1)

Local

Authority

(2)

Dwelling
Houses

(3)
£ll other
(including
Business
Premises,

1.Mumber of properties
in Local Authority's
diatrict,

35

2,694

225

(4)
Total
of
Cols.

"_-l‘Elj-

(5)

Agric-
ultural

2,964

20

2,.No.of propéerties
inspected as result
of {a) Notification
(b) Survey under
The Ackt.
({e) Otherwise

S T

-

)

-

b -

3.Totel inspections
carried out including
re-inapections.

k.No.of properties
ingpected (in Sec.2)
which were found to be
infested by:
(Major
(a) rats {Miiﬁr
IHajﬂr

(b) mice (Minor

o

e e e

b . e e e

R

- -

o

-

o

S.Number of infested
properties (in Sec.
4) treated by L.Ai.

11

6. Number of notices
gerved under Scc.b
of the Act.(a)Treatment
(B)Structural works

il.e.proffing.

— ey )

T.Ho.of ceses in which
action wes tsken
following the issue
of a notice under
Bec.4 of the Act,

Legal Proceedings.

Fumber of block
control =schemes
carried out,

26.






Table XXV Showing the number of demclition and closing orders made
and the number of notices served under the Public Health

and Housing Acts, during the year.

Demolition and Closing Orders.

(1)

(2}

(3)

(5}

(6)

Housing Act, 19%6

(a) Houses demolished as a result of
formal or informal proceedure under
Section 1l1.

(k) Houses closed in persusnce of an
undertaking given by the owners under
Section 11, mnd still in force.

(c) Parts of buildings closed (Sc¢c.l2)
Housing Act, 1949,

(a) Closing Orders made under Sec.3(l)

(b) Demoliticon Orders determined and
Closing Orders substituted under Sec.3(2)

Local Government (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act, 1953,

Closing Orders mede under Section 10(1)

Repairs

Informal Action.

(4) Number of unfit or defective houses rendered fit

Number of

Perzons

il displaced

Kumber of
Houses.

during the pericd 2s a result of informal aetion 47

by the local authority under the Public Health

or Housing Acts.

Action under Statutory Fowers.

Public Health Acts.

Number of houses in which defects werc remedied

after service of formal notices.
(a) by owners.

(b) by local authority in default of owners.
Kumber of houses made fit after service of formal

notices (sections 9,10,11 and 16)
(a) by owners.

(b) by local authority in default of owners.

13

27.













