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Anmual Report of the Medical Officer of Health
to the
Urban District Council of Blaenavon
for the year ended December 3lst, 1952,

To the Chairman and Members of the
Blaenavon Urban Distriet Council.

My. Cheirman, Miss Lewis and Gentlemen,

My Annusl Report for the Urban Distriet of Blaesnavon
for the year ending 31.12.'52 is her w%th submitted in
accordance with Articles 6(3) and 17(5) of the Sanitary
Officers (Outside London) Regulations, 1935, and as
directed in circular 2/23 (Wales) d=ted January 22nd,1953,
of the Welsh Board of Health.

General Comment.

The Urban District of Blaenavon was singularly free
from infectious dissease during the year. For the third
year in succession no case of diphtheria occurred which is
a walcome reward for the vigorous anti-diphtheria
immunisation eampaign which is carried on in the schools
and infant welfare clinic in the district. There has been
no visitation from poliomyelitis elso for the third year in
succession, which is very gratifying. The district wes also
Tortunate during the year under review to have escaped the
paratyphoid epildemic which affected neighbouring distriets.

The district was again favoured with a wvwisit from a
mobile unit of the Mass Radiography Service during April.
It is somewhat disappointing to note that the general
public did not avail themselves of this facility to the
game extent as on the ocecasion of the previous survey in
1950, despite extensive preparatory propasganda and the
fact that the unit was very conveniently loecated in the
centre of the town. General mass radiography surveys lose
the greater part of thelr walue unless every person
possgible attends. It is only in this way that unidentifled
and possibly infective cases of pulmonary tuberculosis e=n
be brought under tre=tment and the sources of infsction
controlled.
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General Statistics and Social Conditions.

The Registrar General's estimate of the population as at
mid 1952 was 9,628. The 1951 census popul=tion was 9,777,

Estimated populations - mid 1952 - adjncent Urban Districts.

Avergav M.B. 9,058 Abercarn U.D.18,630 AbertilleryU.,D.27,320
Bedwellty U.D. 28,560 OCwmbran U.D. 13, "460 Ebbw Vale U.D. 28, 1690
Monmouth M.B. 5,748 Tredagar U.D. Eﬂ 310 Pontypool U.D. 42, 1420

The workers in this district are mainly engaged in heavy
industry such as cosl mining =2nd steel works, while, since the
decline of the town's own industries, mrny travel long
distances daily to work in other localities,

The Blaenavon Urban District is locmated at the mpex of
the Bestern Valley of Monmouthshire and is moderately well
served for roasd and rail transport.

ﬁpart from the urgent need for new industries the
Blsenavon Urban District's gresotest want is for new houses
and the provision of an adeguate and satisfactory water supply.

Rainfall
The district's reinfall for the yenr was recorded in the

ounds of No.2, Reservoir and supplied by the Council's
rveyor, Mr. G.C.E. Thomas, J.F., and was as follows:-

Jdan, 4,45 inchaa July 2.53 inches
Feb, 0,93 Mg, 11 1 L
Harch 3.49 s Sept. 3.99 n
April. 3.65 s Oct. 7.98 0

V' By " Nov. doams
June B - Dec. 4.05 "

The district's rainfall during the l=st 10 years was as
follows:-

1943 52,55 inchas 1948 6l.72 inchaa
1944 47,13 1949 50,90

1945 51,15 " 1950 56,89 "
1948 67.78 " 1952 &7.828 "
1047 47.74 " 1952 54.89 "
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INFAUT ({ORTALITY.

Table VII Showing the number of infsnt desths, liwve births,
etc., since 1948 in the Blasnavon Urban District.

1952 | 1951 | 1950 | 1949 | 19481 1947| 1946
R | 5| o 8l 8| 8] 7|n
Number of live birthsl 129 | 123 | 150 | 155 | 173 202| 182
{nfant mortality rate
1;;:;&“;;;;‘???;;“ 28.3 |48.8 |13.5 |51.6 |46.2| 34.6] 65.1
per 1,000 live births

There were 3 infant demths during the year,comprising 2
males and 1 female - all of legitimate birth.This figure
gompares very favourably with the average figure of 7 deaths
per year over the previous & years. All 3 deaths were neo-
natal and due to casuses over which 1little control can be
exercised.,

The infant mortality rate for this distriet for 1952
was £5.9 as compared with a rate of 33.9 for the Administrative
County of Monmouthshire.

Table VIII Showing the infant deaths assigned to this district
for 1952, by cause and in age groups.

H | [ 4] oy m Lix] =
A log m= B4 ll"ﬁl-ﬂ*ﬂ'.ﬂm;ﬂn—hﬂ = o ko
] e e e et | I I O I g
Cause of Death |o 2|'%l' 8|' H5ES gl gl 8. glo 8%
HHHENEﬂ = — Bl Eho Bl S0 3
Prematurity e e ) e | S S (U
Asphyxia in utero|]l | e 1 et o 1
All causes 3 -1-1]- 3 1= |- - = 3

Table IX Showing the infant mortality rates for England and
Wales, the County Borbughs and Great Towns, the smaller
towns, the Administrative County of Monmouthshire and
Blagnavon U.D. for 1952, 1951, 1950 and 1949,

i England [160 Co.Boro's |160 Smaller Jdminist-[Blaenavon
Year and |& Grest Towns |Towns (Resid- | rative Urban
Wales. |[(Including ent population | County of|District
London) 25-50 thousand | Monmouth-
at 1951 census)] shire.
18950 g29.8 o0 e B 29.4 39.8 13550
1851 29.6 33,9 27.6 v | 48.8
1852, 27.6 Sl 8 25.8 33,9 23.3
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TUEBERCULOSIS

The Blaenavon distriect is served by the chest clinie
at the Park Buildings, Fontypool. Clinic sessions =re
now held on Tuesday and Thursday of each week. The
Thursday sesslons are provided for the contacts of
tuberculous cases and skin testing, clinical =and xray
examinations are carried ocut. Fatients recuiring

neumothorax refills heve to =ttend the chest cliniec a2t
ewport.

The homes of =11 newly notified cases are visited
by the Madical Officer of Health and an environmental
report made to the Chest Fhysician and the County Medical
Officer of He=lth. Where necessary representation is
made to the Housing Authority when rehousing is essential
Tor the well-being of the patient or to prevent spread of
infection. Recommendations are also made to the Chest
Physician on ccecasions celling for priority admission to
hospital or sanatorium when the home conditions are
unsatisfactory. Arrangements are made for the household
and other contacts to attend the chest ¢linie for xray.
The child contacts are skin tested and xrayed if necessary.
Advice is also given to patients about tuberculosis
allowances and how they can be obtained. 4 liberal
supply of disinfectant for use in sputum receptacles and
in connection with lzundry is awvailable to 211 tuberculous
patients at the Public Health Department. Suitable
literature for the tubercukous patient is also
distributed to aid in preventing spread of infection.
Terminal disinfection is cerried out by the Sanitary
Inspector as required.

The facility for mantoux testing of children is
available at the infant welfare clinic in the district
and all parents should take =advantage of this service for
children up to 5 years of age. It is anticipated that
in the near future mentoux testing will be availsble in
the schools for the new entrants and eventually for the
older age groups. Mantoux testing has alresdy been made
available for the school leavers.
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Table XIII Showing the new cases of tuberculosis notified,
and the desths due to tuberculosis during 1952,
analysed in age and sex groups, and by type of

disease,

Age Hew Cases ] Deaths

Groups| ~FuTnonar N 1m Fu AT

in g on-pulmonary lmonary ;Non-pulmonaryi

Years |Male|Female tha!Famala Male| Female| M=lel Female
0 = 1 - 1 = & - - = i
1-5 - - - - - 1 - -

5 =15 - 1 - - - - - -
15=20 1 - E Ao R ot =
20-85 - 1 - = = - = =
25-35 1 3 - = 1 - - -
35=-45 - - - - - = = a
45=55 - 1 1 - = 1 - = i
55=-65 1 - = = = = - i
Fﬁ plus | - - - - = - - -
hbtal 3 8 Tk = 1 2 - g
i i e

The death rates from tuberculosis for this distriect
for 1952 were as follows:-

(a) Tuberculosis (=2ll forms)
(b) Pulmonary tuberculosis
(e) Non-pulmonary tuberculosis - Nil per 1,000 population

(Rates for 1951 are in parenthesés)

- 0.31 per 1,000 population (Nil)
- 0.31 per 1,000 population (Ni1)

(Wi1)

Table XIV Showing the number of c=ses of tuberculosis remaining
on the tuberculosis register of the Blsenawvon Urban
District at 31.12,52.

hsles

Femeles

Fulmonary

Non-pulmonary

Pulmonary

Non-pulmonary

Total

33

14

46

4 27 i

15.
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Provision of Adecuste Closet Accommodation for Dwelling-

ouses, oection 44, iublic Henlth /Act, 1936.

Al though many difficulties have been encountered
progress has again been made in respect of the provision
of ameparate closet accommodation for every house 1n the
area.,

During the year under review twenty six houses
previously sharing were provided with separate closets.

The position at the end of December [(last) was that
of the 168 houses which had up until 1950 been sharing
with one or more other houses, 138 now have separate
ecloset accommodation. There is alsc very good prospect
that the thirty houses still sharing will, during the
:;?1ng year, have separate accommodation provided for

em,

In three cases where owners defaulted in complying
with the Council's requirements legal procecdings were
instituted before the Justices in accordande o
with the provisions of section 44, rublic Health Act,
1936. In each of these cases an Order wes made to
provide adequate closet accommodation within a specified
pericd and a fine of two pounds was inflicted upon each
of the defaulters.

Milk and Ice-Creem Sampling.

Samples of milk, both raw and heat trested, were
taken during the year and submitted to the Fublic
Health Laboratory for exeminstion. These samples of

milk and lce-cream wére found to be generally
satisfactory and with a few exceptions conformed to

the prescribed standards.

Food Inspection.

There is no slasughterhcuse. in the district and
the whole of the meat supplied, with the exception of
frozen and chilled, is from animals killed at a Ministry
of Food slaughterhouse in an adjoining distriet. A
full-time meat inspector is employed at the slaughter-
house and every sffort is made to inspect adequately
all the animals slaughtered.

Your senitary inspector, who is a qualified mest
inspector, visits the butchers' shops regularly and
takes his turn on ths rota at the slaughterhouse when
the meat inspector is on holiday or off duty through
other causes.

seriodical visits are also meade by the sanitary
inspector to the provision stores, fish, fruit and
vegetable shops and other places where food is prepared
and stored and everr effort is m~de to see that the
district's food supply is kent wholesome and uncontam-
Anated by animals, rodents, insocts ste.

During the year the following foodstuffs were
surrendered and destroyed as being totally unfit for
human oomsumptioni-

Tinned and bottled foods - B57

Bacon - 18 lbs
Sausages - 41 lbs
Cooked ham (8 large tins)- 112 1lbs
Fish - 154 1lbs
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RODENT CONTROL.,

Rodent Controcl has now become an important branch
of public health work and much attention has been given
to it during the %aﬂr by your Rodent Officer,and the
full time Rodent Operative who is employed by the
Council to carry out this work,

In addition to dealing with complaints from the
owners and occupiers of premises who report the
presence of rats and mice, routine inspections of
the various types of premises are carried out regularly
by the rodent operative. These routine inspections
have proved to be of inestimable welue and hawethe
advantage of preventing any big build-up of the rat
and mouse population.

Warfarin, the new rodenticide has been ussd most
successfully ageinst rats in the area; it has many
advantages over poison baiting and is safer to use.
It has not, however, been possible to experiment with
it on a large scale as there were no major or
resarvolr infestations anywhere in the district
throughout the year.

Hodent Control at the loeal collieries, two of
which are slopes or as they are sometimes called
"glants", and the other a shaft, has again had
special attention both on the surfaces and below
ground. In this respect it is most pleasing to
report that the officials of the National Coal
Board in charge of the colliery undertakings are
giving thelr fullest co-operation, and a report
upon the work carried out in connection with rodent
gontrol in end sround the collieries 1s submitted
monthly to your rodent officer.

The banks of the river, the refuse tips and
the sewers are kept under observstion and treated
when necessary. Lo claim is being made that the
district is free from rats and mice, but it can be
stated that every effort is made to keep them down
to the lowest minimuam.
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s ABVENTION OF DAMAGE BY iESTS ACT, 1949.

Revort for vear ended 3lst December, 1952.

i_ 7 i

Local | Dwelling| Agric- |
futh- | Houses
prity,

{ 411 other
(ineluding
ulturalj Business

{ fremiseos

Total

l.Totel number of
ﬂﬂ&purtiss in Locel
thorit¥'s District

1 T
] 1

35 2,678 | =2

236

2,965

11.Number of properties
insnected by the
Local Authority during
1958 as a result of

. (a)notification
(b)survey or otherwise

(). 2.0 70 ]

-------

(v)24 !

111.Nuamber of properties

under 11) found to
be infested by rats

Mo jon

-
||||||||

Minor |
15

lllllllll

||||||||||

1V,Number of premises
{under 11) found to be
geriously infested by
_mice.

V.Mlumber of infested
E?DgﬂrtiEE under 111
1V treated by the
Local Muthority.

18 49

10

V1.Number of notices
sarved under Sec¢ 4:-

?1 Treatment.
2) Structural works
i.e.proofing

B & & & = & § &

}....

B @ B 8 & F

58 & 8 & &

Vii.Number of cases in
which default action
was taken by Local
Authority following
igsue of notice
under section 4.

Legel sroceedings

Number of "block" contr
schemes ocarried out

ol
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