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Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health
to the
Urban District Council of Blaenavon
for the year ended December 31lst, 1951.

To the Chairman and Members of the
Blaenavon Urban Distriet Counecil.

Mr. Chairmsn, Miss Lewis and Gontlemen,

I beg to submit my Annual Report for the Urban Distriet
of Blsenavon for the year ending 31.12.'vl. This report has
been compiled in amccordance with Articles 6(3) and 17(5) of
the Sanitery Officers (Outside London) Regulations, 1935, and
as laid down in circular 45/51, dated December 10th, 1951, of
the Welsh Board of Health,

Co o

Blaenavon, in common with the rest of the country,
experienccd an influenza epidemic during the opening weeks
of 1951 which continucd into the month of March. This
epldemic of influcnza was not of a severe naturc as
exporicnccd in other parts of tho country. Tho average
¢asc was chararteriscd by 2 sudden onsct, was sharp and
short in duration, with full rocovery in 10 days. Threo
deaths due to influocnza were recorded.

Az the influcnza cpidemic was clearing up, the
district exporienced a meoasles cpidomic whiech continued
into the month of Junc. This cpidcmicscoupled with an
outbreak of chicken-pox, affected scheool attendances for
several weeks. dpart from 236 notifications of measles
the district was very frec from infectiocus discase during
the yoar. There woere no eascs of infantile paralysis
notificd for tho sccond year in succcssion.
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General Statistics and Social Conditions.

The Registrar Goneral's estimate of the population
as at mid 1951 was 9,719, Tho consus population was 9,777.

Consus population - 1951 = adjscont urban districts.

Abergavenny M.B. 8,844 Abeorcarn 18,757 Abertillery 87,617
Bedwellty 28,826 Cwmbran 13,162 Ebbw Vale 29,205
Monmouth M.EB. 5,432 Trodogar 20,375 Pontypool 42,683

The workers in this district aro meinly ongaged in heavy
industry, such as cozl mining and stecel works, while, since
the decline of the t-wn's own industrics, many travel long
distances daily to work in other localitics.

The Blacnavon Urban District is located at the apex of
the Eastern Valley of Monmouthshire and is moderately well
gerved for road and rail transport.

Apart from the urgont necd for now industries tho
Blagnavon Urban Distriet's grontost vant is for new houses
and the provision of an adeaquatc and satisfactory water

supply.

Raipfall,
The district's rainfall for the year was taken in the

cunds of No.2 Resorveir and supplicd by the Council's
rveyocr, Mr, G. C, E. Thomas, was as follows:i-

Jan. 6.66 inches July 1.44 inches.
Feb. 8,34 Mg, 5.56
March.5,94 Sopt. 6.16
April. 4,25 Oct. 1.35
May. 5.24 Nov. 14.1%7
June. 1,05 Deg. 7.12

The distriect's rainfall during the last 10 years was
ag follows:=

13942 47 .18 inches 1947 47.74 inches
1943 52,56 " 1948 61,728 "
1944 47,15, o 1949 50,80 ©
1945 $1.1%5 " 1950 s6,88 "
1946 67.78 " 1951 67.26 "






VITAL STATISTICS

Table I Showing the actual number of live births,
estimated mid-year population, and birth rate per
1,000 population for the Blaenavon U.D. for the
last six years.

1951 1950 | 1949 | 1948 | 1947 | 1946

Number of births 123 150 155 173 202 16¢

E i I
yg;;mgggglgigon. 9,719 | 9,981| 9,.785| 9,922 9,764| 9,797

Birth rate per
1,000 population 127 15.9|  1L5.8F 17:4] B20.6]  17.3

The total livo births registercd locslly during 1951
and allocated to this district numbered 61, comprising
28 males and 33 fenales. (Sce table II)

The number of inward transferable live births registered
outside the d}striet wes 62,7 comprising 33 males and 29 females.
(S8ee table II

The total live births assigned to the distriet for 1951
numbered 123, comprising 61 malcs and 62 femalos. (See tablelI)

Of the totsl of 123 live births 4 were illegitimate - 3
males and 1 femele.

The number of stillbirths assigned to this district was
B - 6 males and 2 females, 2 males being illeglitimate.

There was a decline of 27 in the live births as conpared
with 1950, This deecline represcnts a fall of 15% on the 1950

figure.
Deaths for the year excoedsd the live births by 2.

The birth rate was 12.5 per 1,000 population as compared
with 16.5 for the ldministrative County of Monmouthshire and
15.5 for England and Wales for 1951.
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DEATHS.

Table III Showing the actual number of deaths, estimated

mid-year population
population for the B

8ix vears,

and the death rate per 1,000
laenavon U.D. for the last

1951 | 1950 | 1949 | 1948 | 1947 | 1946
Number of deaths “18%7 144 139 116 156 122
Estimated mid-year
population, 9,719 | 9,981| 9,975| 9,922| 9,764 9,797
Death rate per
1,000 population. diee i acgi s as ol 1307l 15.,8] 12.5

The number of deaths assigned to this district fpr 1951

was 125, corprising 67 malcs and 58 fomales.
declineg of 19 deaths ovor 1950, when tho numbor was 144,

This shows =2

Table V shows how thesc deaths were assigned to the various
causcs for the yorr 1951.

Therc was no deoath assigned to either pulnmonary
tuberculosis or non-pulmonary tubcrculosis during the year.
This must be a2 uniguc oceurrcnec for this district.

Thore was alsc no death duc to naternal causcs during

tho year.

There were 17 domths duc to 21l forms of cencer, 8

males and 9 femslas.

deaths from all cesuscs for tho

Digoases of the hoart and

This figurc represonts 13.6% of the

yonr.

for 57 deaths, 26 nalos and 31 fernalos.
represents 45.6% of the deaths fron all ermuscs during Fho

yaar.

Digeases of the respiratory systen accounted for 26
deaths, 19 males and 7 fenales.

of the deaths from all causes during the year,

blocd wesaocls accauntﬁﬂ
This figuro

This represents 20,8k

There were thresc deaths duc to influonza - all msles.
THis figure represents 2.4# of the deaths duc to all

causes for the year.

The death ratc por 1,000 population for this district

for 1951 was 12.9
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Table V Showing tho doaths from all causcs, infant docaths,
births and stillbirths allocated to this distriet
for 1951.

Causos of death Malo Lamala

Tuberculosis, rospiratory.
Tuberculosis, other.
Eyphilitiu discase.
-1phthsria

Whooping cough.
Mgningococerl infections.

Acute poliomyeclitis,
Measglos.

Other infective and parasitic discascs.
Malignant ncoplasm, stomach.
Malignant nacplasm, lung, bronchus.
Malignant ncoplasm, breast.
Malignant ncoplasm, utorus.
Othor melignant and lymphatic ncoplasms.
Loukaemia, Alcukacmisa,
Diabetos.
Eascular losions of tho norvous systom.
Coronary Disecasc, nngina,
Hypertension with heoart ﬂisﬂﬂsn
Other heert discaso. 11
Other circulatory discasc,
Influenza.
Pneumonisa.
Bronchitis. 1
Other discascs of rospiratory systom.
Ulcer of stomach and duodcnurn,
Gastritis, entoritis and diarrhooa.
Nephritis and ncphrosis,
Hyporplasia of prostratc.
. Prusnanﬂy, childbirth, abortion.
Congenital, malformations.
lr-B-. Other ﬂnfinuﬂ and ill-dcfincd discases.
“ds Motor wehiclas accidents.
*i. All other accidonts.
55, Buieide.

|77

Os Hdmicide and operations of war.

e & & & & & & a2 &

I_I

=
I ==l el MmO o= TR0 a1 11 100D

Il owmDOHEI TR oAl I el I =FE 1y

Total 21l causzes B7 58

Deaths in infants under 1 yoar of age 5 i
Legitimate 5 1

Illegitinmate - -

" Total births 61 62
Legitimate 58 61

Illegitimate 3 1

Stillbirths - Total 6 2

Legitinate 4 2

Il1legitimate 2 -

Eat{mata& population - mid 1951 - 9,719
for ealeulzation of births and daath rates)

Comparability factorsi-
*  Births Denths.

1.10 1.03
=







i







INFANT HORTALITY.

Table VII Showing the actunal number of infant deaths,
live,births, ote., for tho past six years
for the Bleenavon Urban District.

1951] 1950 1949| 1948 1947 1946
| Humber of deaths in
| inTants under 1 year. (5] 2 8 1} 7 11
Mumber of live births{123 |150 |155 |173 |202 |1&%®
Infant mortality rate
{1.e.no.of doaths in 48,8 | 13.3 |E1.6 |46.28 |34.6 |Eh,1
infants under 1 yr.
per 1,000 live births

There wore 6 doaths in i&nfants under thc age of 1 year,
" which was an incresse of 4 over the low figure for 1950, In
each case the birth wes legitimate. In most cases thesc
deaths wore duc to causcs which =are not readlly prevent=ble,
Where the number of infant deaths is low, as in the c¢case of
 this digtrict, it is unwisc to ploce =any significance in the
infant mortelity rate for the purnposes of comparison,

Tehle VIII Showing the infant denths assigned to this distriet
for 1951, by ceuse and in age groups.

T L

_ﬁésiﬁ .

l. oo

129G =

I'—1..1ié 4
[Proncho-pneumonia £
ongonital Fulmonery 1

tolectasis

amaturity. i}
ongenital Megenterie -
Cyst, ;
Other causes 1
A1 causes 6

Tableo IX Showing the infont mortality ratcs for England =nd
Walcs, the -Qounty Boroughs =nd Gresnt Towns, the smaller
towns, the ldministrative County of Monmouthshire
and Blsenavon U.D. for 1951, 1950 and 1949,

Bngland) 126 Co,.Boro's|146 Smaller Hininist-|Blacnavon
and & Great Towns|Towns (Resid- | rative Urbrn
Year | Wales.| (Including ent pop. E5- County of|District.
London 50 thousand Mpnmouth-
at 195k consusd shire,
1949 | 32.0 37,0 30,0 42,7 51.6
1950 £9.8 33.8 £29.4 39,8 14T
1os1| 2¢.8 33,9 27,6 43,1 48,8

Hg-
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NOTIFI ABLE DISEASES.

The year 1951 was very free from notifiable diseases,
~apart from a measles epidemic in the first half.
i The notifications received from the general practitioners
n respect of notifiable diseasc during the year are anslysed
‘1n age and sox groups in table XI

DIPHTEERTA.

Fbr the second year in succession there has been no
ptification of diphtheria and there has been only one caso
: diaaaaa reported in the district during the lash
years. This very satisfactory position is undoubtedly
btributable to the high measure of immunisation now being
teined amongst the children. However, in spite of the
ous benefits of immunisation against diphtheria, it is
1l not uncommon to find the occasional family that is
pjetic towards all the advice given in this direction.

Immunisation against diphtheria is available, without

at the district's infant wolfare uantrﬂ,and also

h the general practitioners. The procedure is

16 and causgs little or no discomfort to the child,
mmunising doscs at a month's interval are adviscd

ut thu oight month of age, and a "boostcr" or
sngthening" dosc whon the child enters school.

The Arca Medicel Officer has now braught immunisation
st diphthoria into all the infant schools in the

ct, and by the cnd of the year many childron had

n given thoir "booster" dose,in addition' to many othors
rocoived primary inoculation as theoy had not bcon
getod in infancy. It is considercd most Important to
r the facility of immnisation in the infent schools,
3, in so doing, thc response is always much botter

i# the responmibility of taking the children to the
st wolfare clinic or famlly doector is left wholly

h the parcnts.

Parenta arc, I am afraid, inelined to be misled by
iquent publie statoments as to the wirtusl disappearance
phthoria as implying absolute climination of the

e rather than climination conditional upon the

anance of an adoecuatc level of immunisation. A4lso,

@ ogourrcncce of the discasc diminishos, fower and fewnr
nte have any dircet oxporience of the discaso, whigh
apt to meke thocm dengerously unmindful that it has, been
nated from our midst. If sn adequate level of
nmunisation is not maintained thore is 2 great dangoer of

‘a8 return to conditions which existed in this respcet - only
scme 10 years ago = when numerous beds in ou® fever

~ hospitals were fillocd with children dying from this scourgc.

i
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Tablﬂ XIT Showing the number of cases of notifiable discasec
notifiecd during the last 2 yoears

Diseasc 1951 |19250] 1949 |1948(1947] 1946(1945|1944|1943
S8mallpox - - o & = = = o
Diphthoria i = 1 = = 1 1 3 5
Scarlet fevor 6 | 9 30 | 34 4 3| 23 3 |1e
Typhpid - - e £ & - = 5 g
Acute primary tnoumonia 4 - 2 4 - 1 1 4 |24
Puorporal pyroxias = - 1 - = = = i 5
Corebro-spinal fever - - 1 2 - ol 1 1 1
Foliomyoclitis

{llkﬂrﬂlytiﬂ - - & - 3 = = =
(2 iNon-paralytic - - 1 - & o = o
Fncephaiitis lethargica - - = - = = = = =
Ophthalmia Ngonatorum - - - - = = & e
Dysentory - = = = = = = = -
Erysipclas 2. ) .8 3 8 1 4 4 1
Moagles 236 | 1 - | 397 8 3 | 142 4 |58
Whooping Cough i 49 6 - 5 1 -1 2
Food poimonine. = = - 2 = = & - 2













It was hoped to arrangc for a further mass radiography
g2neral publie survey for 1951 as a follow-up to the
successful venture in 1950. However, it was not possible
to arrange a visit bg a mobilec unit at such frequent
intervals, but a dcfinite prcomisc was obtained from the
Mazs Radiography Serviec to make a 10 day visit to
Blaenavon early in 1952.

It is a reflection that still too few people with
too meagre finencial support are engaged on tho
proventive slde while the greatest effort in manpower
and monay continmucs to ba axortcd on the curative side.

Mags radiography is onc of the mass techniques
which enables pericdic chest xray to be available to
the community et large at reduced expenditure and
least loss of time, bul,to enable this to be carried
out properly,we nced more mobile raﬂioﬁraphy units.
It would be appropriate hers to quote Dr. F. A. Nagh
%Edinel Director, Mass Xray Service for South Wast

ndon.

"Mass Radiography is part of a revolutionary
development in medicine, the implications of which are
not yet recognised. We are at the beginning of a new
medical era = the ora of Eresymptomatic Dimgnosis, in
which troatment will begin before the pationt foels ill,
and, 1f the disease is infesctious, before he bocomes a
danger to others. Today, symptoms select the sick and
bring them to the cliniec. omorrow, the doctor will
wesk actively for disease among the apparently healthy.
At present wo deny to our fellow men the routine
inspection the cngineer gives to our machines., Men,as
mich as acroplancs and cars, nced periodic scrutiny
and maintenance ovarhauls.

=17






Table AI1LI Showing the new casocs of tuberculosis notified,
and the deaths due to tubcrculosis during 1951,
analysed in age and scx groups, and by type
of disesase,

Age ' NEW CASES DEATHS
Groups Pulmnﬁ%zx Non-Fulpmonary|l Pulmonary |Non-pulmona
in years. | lalo Fenalel dalo Temale || Male  fomald Bale|Femalc.
0=1 - = = = = - = =
l =5 - - - = - - - -
5 =15 - - - = i = = &
15-85 2 2 - - = - = -
25=35 1 - = = - = = =
35-45 2 1 - - - - - -
45=55 - - - = - a = =
55-65 - - - = - = - -
65 plus - - - - = = = =
Total 5 3 | Nil Nil Nil | Hi1 Ni1| Ni1

The death ratecs from tuberculrsis for this district for
1951 wore Nil.

(Rates for 1950 =re in parenthoses)
(a) Tuboreulosis {all forms) - Wil per 1,000 population (0.4)
(b} Pulmonary Tuberculosis - Nil per 1,000 population (0.4)
(e) Non-pulmonary tuberculosis - Wil per 1,000 population (Nil)

The death rate per 1,000 popuiation for England and Wales
from %“uberculosis was 0,31 for 1951. Tho quarterly return for
31.12!51, submitted in accordance with Article 10(8) of the
Fublic Health (Tuberculosis) Rogs. 1930, showed the number of
cages of tuberculogis on the tuberculosis register for the
Bleenavon U.D, at the end of the year to be as followsi-

M=las Fecriales TOTAL
| ¥ulmonary | Non-palmonary rulmonary | Non-rulmonary|
45 13 44 5 107

=1 -
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SANITARY INSPECTION OF DISTRICT.

Pazijnulg;g of cor

of action 1
fct, ete., by the Sanitary Inspector.
Com ir goaived and Investigations Made.

Number of complaints received re defects and nuisances BE

Number of complaints investigated. 62

Number of nuisances and defects found through inspection 85
of district.

H liot Notice
Informal notices served re defccts and nuisances 133
Informal notices complied with 93
Statutory noticos served re defoets and nuisances 36
Statutory notices complied with 36

X Twelve of these noticcs wero served in 1950 and
complied with in 1951.

Statutory notices served %n respect of inadc?uate 100
closet accommodation (Seetion 44 F.H. let 67
Statutory Wotices complied with

Statutory notices served re defective closct 6]

accommodation (Section 45 F.H.!ct) :
Statutory notices complied with o

Hougine fot Notlcog
Informal notices served under Housing «ct 1938

Informal notices complied with

Formal notices served under Housing Ject
Formal notices complied with

Foodg and Dn!gs Aet
Informal notices served under foods & Drugs Act

Informel notices complied with

o0 =

Formal notices served under Foods & Drugs Act
Formel notices complied with

F"'j_ ’ A I [+ "
Informal notices served under factories -lot

Informal notices complicd with

oo OO

Formal notices served under Factories Aot
Formal notices complied with

Shops Act Notices 8erved.
Informal notices served under Shops iatlﬂgalth & comfort)

Informal notices complied with

o ~33

Formal notices served under Shops Act
formal notices complied with

OO A

E D by Fests .
Informal notices served
Informal notices complied with

Formal notices served
Formal notices complied with
B Low N

Notices served re dumping of house refuse b{ hnus&- 105
; holders & others

Da no =N e
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Provision of Adecuaste Closet Accommodation for Dwelling
Houges, Section 44, Fublic Health Xot, 1936,

A housing survey of this district completed in 1947,
revealed that 168 houses were without separate closet
ﬁnuummndatiun and were sharing with the adjoining house or

ouses.

In 1950 this Authority passed a resolution requiring
owners to provide adecuate and separate c¢loset accommodation
for every dwelling house in the area.

S8ixty-oight Statutory notices weres served for this
purpose in 1950 =nd 100 in the year under review, and despite
many difficulties encountered, forty-rive of these notices
were complied with in 1950 and 67 in 1951 making a total of
112 up to the end of December.

One of the aifficulties met waa that sixty-eight of
these notices had to be served upon one owner and it 1s
fair to state that so far riore than half of these notices
have bean complied with, There is every hope that during
the coming yoar most of these notices will have attention
and as a rosult overy house will then have separate closet
accommodation,

MIIEK SMPLING,

44 samples of graded and ungraded milks were taken during
the year and submitted to the Public Health Laboratory, County
Hall, Newport, for the purpose of bacteriological examination;
the results were as follows:-

Uneraded (Raw) Bilk

H'lmhar Gf Bamplﬂﬂ tEkEﬂ - oo L ] " oa oW L LA | LN | L l'E
Number conforming to the prescribed bactericlogical standard 10

Number which failed to conform to the prescribed
bactericlogical standard... B

Graded (Heat Treated) Wilk

BEEe P HafDles TaKOH ... sss  ses  ses  wes ses BB

Number conforming to the prescribed bacteriological standsrd 22

Number which failed to conform to the prescribed
bacteriologiecal standard... 6

ICE CREAI SAMPLING.

Twenty-forr gar-10s of ice-cream were taken and submitted for
bacteriological examinetion and showed the following resultsi-

Humhﬂl‘ ﬂ'f Bﬂt‘ﬂplﬂﬂ teken... R #8w e 24
Number in Grades 1, 2 & 3 (Satisfasctory) ,., 22

Number in Grsde 4 (Unsatisfactory) “wa 2
28,






RODENT CONTROL.

The control of rolents and other pests is supervised by
the Sanitary Inspector .o is the Podent Officer for the
area, and ho has tho assictance of a full time Rodont
Oporative, erployed by the Council.

Every effort was agein made throughout the year to keep
the district, as far as pussihlur free from rats and mice,
and much of the -odent oporative's time was taken up in
the inspection of the various propertics in the arca. It
is of intercst to note that no less than 4,031 visits and
re-visits were made to dwelling houses, 109 to properties
owned by the Local Authority, 312 to business and industrial
promises and 50 to farms and farm buildings, making a total
of 4,502 visits and revisits.

Twonty-one propertics owned by the Council, forty-five
dwelling houses and seven business premises were treated
during the yoar; all of these woro minor infostations.

In addition, tho sewers in the distriet wero treated
twice, at six monthly intorvals, in HMareh and October,
and there ls ample evidence to prove that these treatments
have a marked offect upon the number and size of surface
infestations.

In view of the f=et that two of the collieries in
the arca are slopes or drifts, to which rats can easily
galn access from the surfacc, particular attention was

aid to the tops of these collieries and the properties
n the wvieinity.

Tho Rodent Officer alsc endeavours to kcop himself
informed of the position regarding rat supervision below
ground at the ecollieries; this procaution has to be taken
and spceial vigilence obsorved owing to tho damp nature
of the loeal collicrics and the fact that a number of
cases of Well's disease have cccurred in the Blaenavon
eollieries in past years.

Zhe position regarding the menace from rats and
mico in the distriet was at the end of December very
favourable and much credit is due to the occuplers of
business premises, dwelling housscs ete., for reporting
tho presence of rats and mice on their premises to the
Rodent Officer. In doing this many minor infestations
are dealt with and prevented from developing into major
or possibly reservoir infestations. The routine
inspection of all dwelling houses and other premises by
the Rodent cperative has slso proved of the grestest
value.and prevents any big build up of the rat and
mouse population.

30,






FREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY FESTS ACT, 1949,

Report for year ended 31st December, 1951,

Type of Property
Local elling pgriew 1 other
Authe ousas. Rltural fAincludi Total
ority. usiness
ndustriasl
1.Total number D]i-.-n
roperties in cal
Euthﬂriti's fiaeonce 35 2,664 22 236 2,957
11.Number of properties
inspected by the ) & = 0 - &l
Lﬂcﬂl Aut.hﬂ]‘ity ﬂuri_ng a @ 8 @ 8 B o & 8 # ®» @ # @ @)% @ 8 @ @ " " Y N
1951 as a result _—
(a)notification b)23 17 2 o us
(b)otherwise
111 .Humber of propertles -
t{jﬂnﬁer lljlruun"i tc QF?J??ET .n-:. ------- l:".‘ i‘: L -ll-l"l_'
g geriously infested-.
by rats. [1i1nor )18 41 0 3 62
1V.Number of ptoperties
(under 11) found to 5 4 0 4 11
ba geriously infosted
by mice.
¥. Number of infootod
Eru ortiss (under 111
1V) treated by the
Local Authority. 21 45 0 7 73
V1.Number of notices
erved under Ssetion 4fi- - - - i 1
TI-T Treatmﬂnt!!i!ilillvli! LI L L] L] LA} L L L L B AL L
2) Structural Works
l.e.proofing - - - 1 1
Total = = = & &
W11 .Number of ceses in
which default action was
tekon by Loeal Authority - - - - -
following issue of notico
Legal Frocecdings Ni1 Wil Nil Mil il

Number of "block” control

schemss carried ocut....
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