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3 URIAT DISIRICY GOUNCIL OF ELARIAVON.
LEDICAL OFFICHR'S ANNUAL REPORT FOR TE YEAR, 1944.

o r—— e —— -

. Gouncillor lliss Lewis & Gentleien,

I have the honour to subuit my ninth Annual Report
regarding the health and sanitary conditilons of the Urban District
of Blaenavon for the Year cioded 3lst December, 1944, The Reoort is
| prenared on similar linec as that for 1945, as indicated in
‘Circular 10/44 'fales,

GENERAL TEALT} CONDITIONS TV TIE DISTRICT. DURING T YEAR.

- There were no causes of sickness or invalidlty
| recuiring special comment. It is remarkable that after five rears

of War the alth of the inhabitants has remained so good, and thet
‘the district has been free from any serious outbreak of infectious
‘digease. Undoubtedly, the Colliery and lorks canteens, the
provision of school meals and scliools milk has done much to assiat
in the maintenance of the food health of workers and school children

uring the difficult a2nd troublesome wneriod throush which we heve

passed. The British Restaurent has elso served a most useful purpose
in sunplying cheap, wholesone and nutritious food to the »ublic at a
time when the essential body building foods are not too plentiful.

SANTTARY CIRCUMSTAHCES DM TI AREA.
Water Supply.

B Ijo changes were brought about during the year to the
Digtrict's water su 17 and conditions are similar to those stated in
pile last revnort,

AR The water supnly of the area was generally satisfactory
‘both in ouality end ouantity throughout the year.

£ s 3ix bacteriological exaninations of raw water were
jade during the vear, all of which were satisf.ctory.

W

‘in thig case tile servicee to the lLouses suvplied are of palvenized

3 GEERAL TNFORUATION - UATGR SURPLY.

Only one siall sunsly shows plunbo-solvent actlion;

- of dwelling houges in tie area. £610.
timated Egpulatinn 1944, 9854.
uses supplied from public water mains

ii direct to house 2538
(11) by neans of standpipes. 21,
{iil) from sorings and streams. ol .

inate population sypplied from publie mains, ete.
[1; direct to house, 9546,
(i1) by means of standpipes. 8d.
{1ii) by sorings and streams. 204.
RATNFALL.

The digtriet's rainfall for the year, which was
Tecorded in the grounds of lo. 2 Reservoir was as follows:-

January 5.04 July &,49
February 0.60 fugust 5.79
lareh 0.94 sentember 4,92
Aaril 8,50 Oetobexr 8,66
Hay 1.02 Novanlber 8,29
Jung Selb Degaaber .29

TOTLL  47.15 inches.
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DRATNAGE [ND SSWERAGE.

No improvements were made during the vear to the
drainagﬂ and ‘ewerage systems in the area, and the whole of tle
district's sewage is discharged untreated into the SAvon Llwyd.

SCAVENGING AND CLEANSING.

The seoavenging andl clegnsing of the distriet is carried
out by direct labour, collections being made three tines weekly. No
ehiange sinoe iy last resort.

HOU ST 6.

Housing is still a serious and difficult problem in the
aresa, A large nuaber of houses are doubly and some trebly occupied,
Tere iz a big waiting list for -Council he uges, und the housing
shortage in the dist“ict iz reallr ceuto. Tt iz tMmie thet elfforts
are balng made to Hrovide housing accommodation, but it will, T an
afraid be a long tine, ewven after building overations commence be fore
the supply cobies anyvwhere nesr thoe denand. At the present time any

kind of gecoitaodation; such as cmoty shops, redundant licensed »veniscs
ete., are being used, most of which have none of the anenities and
litt-le of the coittlort whieh is necessary for a healthy aad contented
home lifao,

In addition to she shortegs of houses, a large number of
dwellings in the district have by reason of age, disrenair snd
iDHEEant defects become unfit for habitation and should be demolished.
Lack of proover attention during =six vears of VWar, when repalr work
to housing properties has been more or less at a stendstill, has also
left its mark on the better type houses, 4 number of serious cases
of overcrowding exist, none of which can be abated until more housing
accommodetlion is praviﬂeﬁ.

RODENT CONTROL.

Retes and mice destruction iz now under the Control of the
linistry of Food, and during the rYear a campaign wes comenced for
dealing with this pest. The campaign was carried out under the
supervision of your Sanitar Inssector, in conjunction with the 0fficial
of the Nodent Derartment, !inistrr of Food.

For the caryring out of the canpaipgn it was recomiended
that there be what arc lknovn as scewer and suricec treatments; the sewor
Treatments to ombrace where possible, @il the sewors in tho area, vhile
Lie Eurrace treatmoats included fwcuses, shop »remises, stores and other
baildings. Many difficulities were cicountered owing to the comnlicated
and ovpolete sewerage syaten of the distriet and the lacl: of manholes.
Howaver, an effort was made and the firat and second initial asawer
troatilents werc carried out in July and Jusust: with tlhiese two
treatments it woes estimated, using tho linistry of Food Formula, that
1,569 rats wore desirored. Surface treat vnts 1 .ve alzo been carricd
uu":. at certain places in the disirict, Wt until a rull time Rodent
Onerative is Bri.;r'-lu*_.rr.,d it 1s not voszsible to carry ::-u't this worl in
aeeordance with the IMinistry's reguirenwcnts and recomicndations

INSPECTION & SUFERVISION OF FOOD.

T

Jilk Supply.

There are only five persons in the area nroducing milk
for sele; two of thesc nroduce a very small gquantity., Five ncrsons






a5 .

bring in milk from other areas, principally from the adjoining
Tural District, The Bulk of the milk retailed is pasteurised;
this is brought in from the Pontypool Urban District, where
there are two fairly large Pasteurising Plants,

The cowsheds, dairies and milkshops were visited
periocdically during the year by your Senitary Insvector.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES & MBAT INSPLCTION.

There are no slaughterhouses in use in the district
since the rationing of food coimenced, 411 meat consumed in
the digtriet with the exception of immorted meat is killed at
the Government Slaughtorhouse, Brynmawr. The quality of meat
supnlied to the arca has, on the whole, been satisfezctory cnd
there has been little causc for complaiat. The butchers
shops and other nlacos where foods are prerared and sold have
beeh visited and inspected at various times by the Sanitary
Inspector throughout the year.

BILLETING OF EV.CUEES.

The number of persohns billeted in the area at tie end
of December as official evacuees was 285, made up of 165
unaccompanied ciiildren, 56 mothers, 58 accompainied ehildren and
a4 other adults,

Desnite the fact that a larse number of evacuees had
becn billeted in the distriet since June 1940, a further cell was
made in July of the year under review, asking the distriet to
accaent a further bateh of unaccompanied children this time from
tie Reigate and Redhill Area, which was then being subjected to
gttack from the air Ly the V1.

Apain the hougeholders in the distriet rose to the
gteasion and vrovided honzes for a large nunber of children, nmany
aof whom hzd been ovacuated for the second and third time, Most of
these evacuees reiurnted early in December and during their stay
they were treated remarkably well, being shown nothing but kindness.
ZThey all looked nerfectly it and well and certainly benefitted
considerably from their stay with us.

ilaving had »ersonal experience and seen for nyself
how the evacuee children were cared for and treated during their
stay emongst us, I consider that the very best thanlis are due to
thoge persons in the distriet who so willingly tecok evacuses
(echildren and adults) intec their homes, and cesred for them as
though they were their own.

STLTISTICS OF THE DISTRICT.

Areca 4,612 acres,

Rateable Value £30,000
Produet of a Penny Ratc. £121.
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BIRTIS
LIVE BIRTES 1944 1948 1948 1941
Legitimate 186 1589 161 157
Tllegitinate e 10 6 3
TOTAL. 195 169 le7 160
MALE 106 a7 79 85
FEIALD L i 85 75
TOTAL, 195 159 16% 160
BIRTH RATE PER 1,000 OF THE POPULATION.
19,8 17.3 156 .5 14.9
STILLBIRTIS.
Legitimate. 6 7 e 13
Tllegitinate. B B i ] 0
TOTAL. - 7 ] 13
STILLBIRTH RATE PER 1,000 OF THE FOCULLTION.
0.60 0.71 0.89 1.8
DEATIIS.
1944, 1943. 1942, 1941,
MALES &1 68 ks 76
FRMALES 42 83 55 48
IOTL. T A T R T T
DEATE RATE FER 1,000 OF TE POULLTION,
Elacnavoll. 10.5 13.5 15,1 11.5
DIFANTILE MORTALITY.
IBER OF DRATIIS UITDIR OM YRIR,
1944, 1943, 1942, 1941.
Boysa S a8 4 B
Girls. B 2 3 =
TOT.LL. 5 10 8 10
Number of Births. 1985 169 187 160
LT DEATH RLT= PER 1,000 BIRTIS RIGISTERID.
1844, 1943, 1%42, 1941,
25,6 59,2 47.9 59.17

1940

132
156

75
G1

-y

136

13.2

1l.06

1940.
Bo
74

15%9

15.9






% ko
PARTICULARS OF INF/NT DELTHS DURTNG THE YhAR.

Under 1 week 4 1l to 3 months 0
1l to 2 wecks 0 3 to & months (4}
2 to 3 weeks (4] 6 to 9 months Q
3 to 4 weeks 0 9 to 12 months e
Total under Total under
1 ronth. . 12 months, 2
OLTCTR DEAT S,

Hales. 8

FBI‘-I ELI a8, _5_

b P 15

Causes of Death in the Blaenavon Urban Distriet, 1944,

As PMarnished by the Noeglistrar General.

L e e e Male.  Femalas
1. Typhold & vara~typhoid TFevers, 0 o
24 Cerebro-spinal Fever, 0 0
L Soarlist Faver, 0 0
4, Whooping Cough. 0 0
5, Diphtheria. 0 0
6. Tuberculosis of Respiratory Systen 3 3
Ta Other Forns of Tubereculosis. 1 1
8, Syphilitic Discasocs. 0 0
|25 Influenza, 1 Q

10. Moaslas. 0 0

11, fieute polio=nyel & polio=-encoplh. 0 0

12. Leute Inf,Tuncenh, 0 0

i - Cancer of IPuc.cav & ocsoph(M) Uterus(F) 1 2

14. Cancer of Stomach & Duodenum, 3 1

15, Cancer of Ereast. 0 0

16, Oancor of all other sites. 4 2

175 Diabetes. 0 0

18, Intra-cranial vascular lesions a 3

1%8. Heart Diseasc, 16 10

20. Other discases of circulatory srsten., 3 1

81, Bronchitis. 8 Q

BE, Phcunonia, 3 0

a3, Qther regniratory discascs, 0 0

24, Tlecr of stonaeh or duodenun, 0 4]

25, Digrrhoen under 2 yeoars. 0 Q

26, Jopendicitis. 1 9]

27 . Other digestive discascs. 1 2

a8 o Henhritis, 1 4

29, Puerneral & post abort: schsis. 0 0

a0, Other neternal causcs. (4} 1

al. Fremature Birti. P a2

32. Con,’;al: birth inj: iafant dimcases, 0 0

33 o Suicide. B 0

54, Road Traffic ..ccideats. 2 0

35, Other violent causaes. 1 0

il 411 other canacs, 4 ]

TOT.L. 61 42
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& ovoLEves AND GONTROL OF INFICTIOUS -fD OTILR DISD.Sus.

Infcctious Discascs Gonerslly, Tho provalonec of notifieblo lnfoetious
disonscs dur ing & ¥oor condad Doocnbexr Slst 1944, will bo scenr fron
the gpoonded toble.

DICHTHARTL. .

Throo orscs of Dinhtharin werc notificd during tho yoor, OF
tihese two wore betwooh 1 = 2 yoers and 1 botwoen 5 - 10. Two ecscs
wWore refoved to hoanital: therce wore no donths from tais erusc,

2301 T TV
: oo enacs of Seorlot Tovor wore notifiod; those werc of o
vors uild timo and wore not roroved to hogaitcl.
~ITEUMOITT..,

Four goscs of Uncunenia were notificd; thcrc wes only 1
doath from t:is disonsc.

COL0=-02T0L POV,

Onc ecso of Cercbro-gspinal Fover wos ot ificd; tols ensc
oecurrcd in a nele c¢hild 3; rears zad proved fatal.

[y )

Four cascs of Moaoslos worc notificd; therc were no deat s,
DOUNIZLTION JG.INST DISHTHIRL..

The good remultes conscouent upon imrwnizeation rgrinst
diphtherie arc shown in tho nunber of cases notificd during tic past
two years, i.c. cizht eczses with no deoths.

115 childron worc irrmnized during the yoer; whiile this
figure is fairly good, it is not good cnocug: ond further offorts
arc to bo nade to convineo the parents in the distriet that iLvwmnizotion
is the only roal sefoguard -~gninst this droad disccsc,

. NUMBZR_OF C.SUS OF IﬁF’.ﬂPICRJS DISE.555 NOTIFLID DURING Tisi

.l.J L5 J—I'.l. -

1944, 1945 1942 1941 | 1940

Snall Pox,

Diphthorin. 3 5 10 48 32
Searlot Fover. 3 16 7 2 12
Zntorie Fover. - - = - =
Tneunoniz, 4 a4 32 20 14
Jaarnperal Iewver. - - = = =
Cerobro-shinal Tover, 1 1 4 & 4
~oute Folicryclitis. - - = 2 =
dnecophalitis Lethergicc, - - 1 - 3
Dy sentery. & - - = i
Ophtialnia Noeonctorur, = - 7 6 a
Suoracral Cyroxia. - - 1 - 3
LPysinclos, 1 1 7 5 =
ikecslos, 4 53 4 < =
Waooning Cough. - 2 9 - -
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Monthly liotifications of Tuberculosiz.
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