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HE URBAIT DISTRICT COUNCIL OF ELAZNAVON,

MEDICAL OFFICER'S ANNUAL REPORT

FOR TEE YEAR, 1939.

September, 1940,

}ﬂiﬁ& & ﬁantlamen,
i ] I beg to submit to you my Fourth
regerding the heslth end sanitery conditions
strict of Blaenavon for the year ended

: % 5 Consideration has been given in the
f this Report to the Ministry of Hemlth

Bl (Wales), issued on the léth February, 1940

- the contents and arrangements of the Reports

icers of Health for 1939, In consequence

ration given to the contents of the Circular

the year under review haes been greatly

* the purpose of giving a fuller explanation
i consider it adviszable to include in
ph 2 of Circular 1881, which is as

A The Minister has considered the

of the Renorts being curteiled during the

Yar, and he is gatisfied that, while an

g ;,:- inuance of the Annual Repnrts during this

uld not be in the interests of loecal government
jmight without dissdvantage be materislly shortened,

which usually appcar may be omitted entirely,

‘which should be retained may be dealt with as
paaaible. Except in the cese of items for which

gulars are required the feport should be limited
of ortant alterations, improvemenis or

1tz which have taken place during the year.

: - Cireular 1961 was followed by
*E&E'F (Weles), which mquested that still further

of Repo s was ne¢essary. This Circular

5 4 ”that. in View of the inereasing pressure of work

m‘bliu Health Department of local authorities and

d for strict economy in the use of papar the

nt consider that interim reports only should be

or the year 1939, These rapurts ma{ be typewritten
sired and should be confined to essential and urgent
s which have affected public health during the year.

GENERAL HEALTH CONDITIONS IN THE DISTRICT

DURING THE YEAR.
3 The health of the distriet during the

ﬂu'm e fairly good, and there were no Cases
7 im _-liditr requiring spcelel comment.
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INECTIOUS DISE:SES.

No special comment is necessary on the infectious
dizeagses notified,

Forty-six cases of diphtheria were notified and
there were four deeths resultingz from this cause.

The number of cases notified was much in excess of
1938 when only ten cases occurred. The majority of these
cages were more severs than the previous :year and the
causative organism appeared to heve been of & much more
virulent type.

Twenty three of the diphtheria cases were removed
to Hospltal; the remainder were nursed and isolated in
the homes.

A scheme Tor the immmunization of school children and
chlldren of pre-school age was started during the year.
This scheme, which was carried out in conjunction with the
Medical Staff of the Monmouthshire County Council was
quite successful and a large number of school children
in the distriect have now been immunized against Diphtheria.

SCARLET FEVER.

Twenty eases of Scarlst Fever were notified; no
deaths resulted from this cause, As previously stated
Soarlat Tever in this distriet ™: - for some yvears been of
a very mild type and calls for little comment. No cases
of Scarlet Fever were removed to Hospital.,

CEREE30-SPIN:T M:dINGITIS.

P

. " Seven cases of Cerebro-spinal Meningitis were notified
and there was one death from Lhis cause,

PNEUMONIA.

Fourteen cases of Pneumonia were notified; one death
resulted from this cause.

Two cases of Erysipelas and two of Puerperal Pyrexila
were notified.

No cases of Malaria, Dysentry or Enterlic Fever were
notified,

Measles was not notifiable until after the end of
December, conseguently the number of cases occurring in the

area during the year is not Known T am pleszed to stdate,
however, tﬁat 5igce the lst Jan.- i%aﬂ. this ﬂisease and

Whooping Cough have to be notified.

. There is no isolation hospital in the distriet for
infectious cases. ;

Tt was found necessary duri-; the year to remove
23 cases of Diphtheria and 5 of Cersbro-spinal Heningitis,
Arccommodation for these cases was provided at Tredegar and
Bedwellty Isclation Hospitals. The cost of removal and
trestment at these institutions was borne by this Authority.
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NEW C.SES OF MORTLLITY DURING, 1939,

SHEET 3.
TUBERCULOSTS.

Thirty-eight cases of Tubereculosis - 35 Pulmonery end 3
Non-Pulmonary were notified during the year, This shows an
increase of six over the number of ceses notified in 1938,

Eight -deaths occurred from Pulmonery Tuberculosls. Thers
were mo deaths from Non~-Pulmoncry Tuberculosis.

411 ceses of Tuberculosis notified erce mede the subject
of inquiry end a report is msde to the issoclation in sccordence
with Form T.l. Wales.

Mo action was necessary for the compulsory removel of
persons suffering from Pulmonary Tubercilosis under Section
172 Publlic Feelth . ct.
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SHETLT 6. ' %

Comparison of Notificatlons and Deaths from Tuberculosis during
' the past five yeers.

_YE/R. Pulmonary Non=Pulmonsry Total,
‘ _|Mele (Femele Male | Femels
o I 1
Notifications 4 3 4 3 18 .
Daesths 1 3 1 B i
1936
Notifications 4 2 f 8] g a8
Desths 1 1 4] 1 -
1937
Notifications 3 15 1 0 20
Desths 2 8 0 0 11
1938
Wotifications 15 14 2 1 : 32
Daatha 2 ) 0 0 ; S
1839
Motificetions 135 18 & X 38 |
Deesths 1 B ; 0 0 =] -

GENER,L OESERV.TIONS.

HOUSTING,

The housing conditions Iln the district is still a resel
end serious problem, e

There are & large number of unfit houses in the ares, most
of which ere long overdus for demolition; not only sre they
unhenlthy by reason of their sanitery and structursl-: defocts,
but in many csses are an eyesore and 2 blot on the landscape.

It is however, fair to state thet a real effort has been made
to rid the district of these lnsenitary and unheslthy dwellings
end T em setizsfied thet but for the Wer, ln the course of three
or four years most of the dilapidated, worn out and insanitary
housas in the distriet would have dissppesred and the cecupents
properly re-housed. :

I was hoping that we should have been sllowed to complete
the fifty eight houses which you had decided to build.st the
Coed Housing Estste, but as jou ere awere only thirty sight of
that mumber were in the course of ereetion at the outbresk of
War, and the building ‘of the remainder hes had to be put off
et the Government's request, for some future time,

T am, Miss rewis & Gentlemen,
Your obedlent Servant,

e 70 Il Gt

Medieal officer of Health.



