[Report 1951] / Medical Officer of Health, Aethwy R.D.C.

Contributors

Aethwy (Wales). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1951

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/bgpgasd5

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

Unable to display this page






L] Al : R OF HEALTH F
YEAR 1951,

To The Chairman and Members of the
Acthwy Rural District Counecil,

Mr. Chairman, lady and Gentlecmen,
I beg to present my .nnual Report for the year 1951,

In the section of the report dealing with vital statisties
it will be seen that the birth rate shows a decrease in comparison
with recent years. When allowance is made for the age and sex
composition of the district the rate is scen to compare quite
fayourably with the rate for England & Vales, The stillbirth rate
for Acthwy shows a lower figure £han has becn exhibited over the
past three yecars.

I have quoted, for purposcs of comparison, the England &
Vales and Anglescy fizurcs. I have also included, where
available,thc rotcs for Scotland-and Northern Ireland, Stillbirths
arc not registered in Northern Ireland, which also precludcs my
guoting the matornal mortality rates for that country as they are
based on both live and stillbirths. These nationnl rates are
provisional figures bascd on the quarterly roturns.

The death rate for 1951 was higher than that recorded for
SOMC Yoars. Tho epldemic of influenza to which reforcnce is made
later in this preface, contributed to this increase, not only on
account of deaths dircetly attributable to influcnza but also by
the respiratory complieations of the discdse, Soventy-five per
cent of the victims were over the apge of 70.

It is encouraging to note that there were no maternal
deaths in Aethwy in 1951 but not so cnecouraging to sce that the
infant mortality rate stands at the high figure of 45.7. This is
higher than any of the national figures, though lower than that for
Aﬂ§1ES& . It may be of intercst to remark that the rate for
Wales alonc is 35.5.

Early in 1951 the island wos hit by the severe cpidemie
of influenza which was widespread in the country at the time, part-
icularly in the north of England.  Acthwy, judging by the death
returns and notifications of influenzel pneumonia and other
respiratory discascs roceived at the time, was badly stricken by
the cpidemic, Influcnza is not-a notifiable discasc and so docs
not appear in the table of infectious discascs but reference to the
table showing causcs of death will reveal that 9 deaths were direetly
attributable to influcnza. Several other deaths registored had
influcnza specified as a sceondary factor,

In my roport for the year 19501 stated that I ~os not
completely satisfied that the dutics of Sanitary Inspector could be
carried out by an officinl who also hiid to perform the dutics of
durveyor and Fucl Overscer. I am now quite convineced that it 1is
quite impossible for the Sanitary Inspector to earry out the dutics
roequired of him and also to Egrform the work of Surveyor. The
inevitable result has been that many of the Sanitary Inspectors:
duties have had to be laid aside for more immediately pressing matters
demanding attention. This is a most unsatisfactory state of affairs
and most damaging to the local authority's cofficicney and reputation.

As matters stand at present the Sanitary Inspcetor has no
time for systematic inspection of the district 2s is required under
the Publie Health, Housing, Shops and Factorics Aets., This 1s not
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Watcr Supply (continuad).

Tho Angles:y Watar Suoply Committoe has constructed !%
and opcretoes thy Bryngwyn Hawr 3chome which sorvos the villagos
Brynsianeyn, Dwyran and N.owborough. The Scheme is working very
satisfactorily. There is plenty of purc watur availeble ell the
yzar round, but unfortunsat:ly, only & vory small proportion of the
landlords end tonants heve gone to thoe expense of having the wator
laid on to their houses, which is tho main purposz of & pipad
water schome.

The avorag: cost of heving the water laid on to & house is
£20. he tenants say it is the landlord's rosponsibility to boer
the cost and th: landlords ssy thoy cannot afford it bocause the
r:nts ar> too low. This controvorsy goos on from ycar to year and
in my opinion the sooner section 138 of the Public Heelth Act, 1936, -
as sm:nded by the Weter Adct, 1945 Section 30 is ufaratad the batter.
This in offoct compals the ownar to have watcr laid on to the housc
within a gprcificd time.

The Ceini Wataer Supply Scheme is avaeilsblzs at Gacrwon
and Llanfair P.G. and will bz availabl2 at Llangood, Llangaffo
about tho end of 1952. TVery fiw houscs abutting the Holyheed road
et Llenfeir P.G. have not becn connacted to the wator main but tha
position et Gacrwon is oxtreomely disappointiag in spite of the fact
that the two mein wolls sorviag the village do not provide a
wholzsom: water su?ply+ A house to hous> canvass was mad: by me
with & wviow of influcneing houscheolders to connect to the main
walur supply but the cenvess unfortunstely did not asve the desirod
aiicet,

The foos for connecting, namely £9. 10. O, appesrcd to be

the main objezction, but if this foo: could be paid by instalments
ovaer & poriod of 12 months I think the response would bx satisfactory.

Sewage Digposal Bchema.,

The Council heve now roceivod full perticulars and details
of somage disposal schomas for the village of Nowborough and Bryn-
sizneyn, which hove beon approved in prinnigle by the Ministry of
Housing and Local Government. The Parish Councils of Newborough
and Drynsizncyn have becn consulted snd the scheme fully sxplainad
to them by the Clark of tbhe Council.

The noxt step is to inguire how meny houszowners ars
pr.porsd to pay for connecting their housces to the sewar and that
inquiry is in progreoss st prasanb.

The Ministry of Housing and Local Govornment have alraady
clzerly stated thot befors the scheme can be proceadad with, that in
the c¢veat of houso-—owners not connecting their properties volunterily
to the new sawors when they ore leid, the Council will exareise i
without delay their compulsory powars to raquire privy conversions end
connsctions te the now schome.

Everybody agrocs that schomes of sowege disposal ere
highly desireble, but whetiar the schem2s for Brymszioncyn and
Hewborougn will be carricd out duriag thoe next two yoors depend to @
very groat sxtont on the willingness of tho houscholders to provide
tho nuocessary droians for coanacting to the sewcr.

A new W,C, will heve to be built for mony houses and )
botween the cost of its erecting and water supply instellation, the &
totel cost could ocmount to 250 - 360;

A schome to serve the villoge of Dwyron is expected eny day
from the Copsulting Enginacers.
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Parminal disinfoetion is corried out ot coch house wasre
a cese of infoctious disarse has beon notifiod. Focilitizs for
stepm disinfoction of bedding are oveiloble ot Llongafni, but no
transnort is boiag provided by the Couneil for the conveyonco of the
badding to the disinfection station. This fecility snhould be
avoilabl.. In tho case of death from Tubarculosis the badding 1s
destroyed ond compenscotion is pnid by the Council.

Housing,

The ocroction of Council Houses is still hoving the serious
congiderotion of the Council and their Offieciels. Only 11 houscs
ware constructed by the Council in 1951.

In spite of the Council's efforts to sequire well in 2dveonce
of immediate roquirements they erc still meoting with considercble
difficultics perticulerly with woter supply and sewog: disposal.

Tg serve the housing neods of 17 porisaes simultoncously
is rzolly impossibla.

The prospects of better progress for 1952 eand 1953 are
very much better providiang the leobour force will be availoble for
tha construction of the houses.

Inaspection ond Supcorvision of Tood.

There ore 18 premises registered for the sale of Ice Crosm.
Thare ig only one ice=craom factory operoting in this rurel ores,
nemely, Byan Roberts, Llanfeir P.G., whose foetory is now fitted
wmith the letest monufocturing opplicnec2s, ineluding o pure piped
wotaor supply from the Cefni Wetor Scheme. Bamples arc token for
exominstion about three times during the szsson end the rosults ore
generclly satisfactory.

515 1lbs. of tinnod food was condemned during the yzar os
unfit for human consumption, The quentity of tinncd food condemncd
ig incregsing ond the Ministry of .calth arc investigoting the rcason
for it with the pocking stations ot home 2nd zbroad.

FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 ond 1948
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Humber on| NUIIBER OF ¥
Promiscs. Register. |{Inspec-[Written | Uccupicrs |

tions. |Hoticas.| prosccutod.
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" Facktories in which Boctions 1,
2,5, 4,004 & 2re to be enforced 27 20 Ly A
by ILocel Authorities.

# Factorizs not included ecbove
lin which Sesction 7 is enforcod & 2 - -
1by the Local Authority.

Other Promises in which Scction
7 is anforced by the Iocal
Authority (excluding out-
workers' premiscs.
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