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PORT HEALTH
created by the Local Government Board (Ireland)

Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 4) Act, 1900. Under Section 26 (4) of the Public Health Act

4 i er Act ceased to have effect as from 1st April, 1968 and the other parts of Section
éggf}tiﬁ:iggeigﬁad the effect of making the Port of Belfast part of the area of the County B{:-m;:gh
of Belfast. Any functions under any enactment exerciseable by a h'calth authority as respects any wa e;;s
forming part of a port may be undertaken by the Health Authority of the County or County Borough.
In exercising such functions, the Health Authority for the County Borough of Belfast may be known
as the Belfast Port Health Authority. The Port of Belfast is defined by Schedule 5 of the Public
Health and Local Government (Administrative Provisions) Act (N.I.) 1946 (as amended) as thefpaﬁt
of the port of Belfast established for the purposes of the enactments relating to the customs FI}_.a the
United Kingdom which lies on the landward side of a straight l}nchdram? from Blackhead in the Larne
Rural District to Orlock Point in the North Down Rural District including (a) the waters of that port
within such limits and (b) all harbours, docks, basins, wharves, bays, creeks, channels, rivers, weirs
and streams which abut on or flow into those waters.” This includes the harbours of Bangor and
Carrickfergus and the jetty at Kilroot, at which some foreign-going and coastal ships arrive.

¢ change in the legislation affecting Port Health was the Imported Food (Northern
Irelaiﬁ}{uﬁtrgmatiani 1968 whicgh replaced the Ig;ubiic Health (Imported Food) Regulations 1937
1948. Much of the substance of the 1937-1948 Regulations pertaining to the entry into Northern
Ireland of unsound food or that of doubtful quality, composition or preparation has been retained in
the new regulations, but additional provisions have Fecome necessary because of the revolutionary
changes in land/sea carriage of goods generally and foodstuffs in particular, especially methods of
packaging necessary for containers and pallets to ensure protection against damage, pilferage or
deterioration of goods in transit.

Conveyance of foodstuffs to Northern Ireland by container is as yet limited to cross-channel
passage between Preston, Garston or Liverpool and Belfast, augmented by the carriage of loaded
and secured vehicles and trailers, (including insulated or refrigerated vehicles and containers) in
special coastal vessels and the express passenger car ferries and steamers engaged in the normal
cross-channel services.

The bulk of imported foodstuffs from foreign sources arrives as loose cargo, mainly consigned
direct from European ports, cartoned (preserved or canned goods) or in bags or nets (fruit, vegetables,
pulses, etc.). Canned meat products and butter arrive from Scandinavian, Dutch and Germ:an ports
in cartons secured to pallets for easy handling. Considerable quantities of canned goods arrive from
Canadian, Australian and African ports, together with preserved and dried fruits. The packaging of
these consignments is sufficiently strong to withstand the rigour of long sea voyages. On these occasions
the entire content of the consignment is available for inspection whilst on board, during discharge or
setting down in shed, whereas in the case of containers, vehicles or trailers (many of which are secured
to final destination) inspection has to be deferred until unpacking takes place at depots, consignees’
premises or stores inland at some distance from the port. Thus close liaison is necessary between
importers, H.M. Customs, local authorities and the Port Health service, so that the inspection of
imported food, previously carried out by the Port Health staff at landing of cargoes, may be done
elsewhere by inspectors of the health authority in the area of final destination. This is particularly
necessary where Customs clearance has been deferred until arrival at final destination.

The Belfast Port Sanitary Authority was

The prohibition of entry of imported unsound food has been extended to include food not satisfying
the requirements of regulations made under the Food and Drugs Act (Northern Ireland) 1958. The
definition of meat has been amended to include the flesh, etc., of all mammals other than rabbits
and hares and the permitted period of detention of foodstuffs has been increased from 48 hours to
6 days (including Saturdays and Sundays) in order to enable additional measures such as bacterio-
logical examination and analysis to be completed where necessary. The requirement of the attachment
of official certificates to all imported meat or meat products has been extended to include similar
imports which have been landed at ports in the Republic of Ireland and the Channel Islands and
(whether or not they have been subjected to any process or treatment) have been re-exported to
Northern Ireland. Where, due to a bona fide mistake or mishap, an official certificate is absent or not
of required conformity, acceptance of the consignment for distribution is subject to enquiry and
consultation between the British Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and the Northern Ireland
Ministry of Health and Social Services. All specified notices, certificates and undertakings have been
produced in uniférm manner acceptable to all Port Health Authorities and others concerned.

Examination and sampling for physico/chemical analysis was done on all consignments of
groundnuts in shell imported from abroad. In no case was aflatoxin found to be present. Similar
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