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Te the Chalrman and Membera of the
RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL OF AYLESBURY

Although I will be producing an Annual Report for 1973 it is
very unlikely that I will be able to present it before the Aylesbury
Vale District Council has taken over the reins of Local Government.
This is because many of the figures come from the Registrar Gensral's
Office, and are not avallable before April of the following year.

Some of my colleagues will take this opportunity to look back
and write about the achievements of the Health Sorvices which have
been administered by Local Authorities and will note with regret the
passing of the Medical Officer of Hoalth, For myself, I feel that
these achisvements are self-evident and I will content my=zelfl by
gaying thet the greatest reduction In mortality over the last thirty
yaara has bean brought about not by the Introduction of new drugs,
although these have played their part, but by the near elimination
of dangerous infectious diseases, the improvement in the standard
of genersl nutrition, and botter houaing, To give all the credit
for the improvement in general heslth to the preventive services
would be just as misleading as to ignore the pert thoey have played.
There are so many fields where clinical and preventive medicine
overlap and 80 many cliniclana who practice good preventive maedicine
in thelr several spheres of work that sharp boundaries cannot, and
should not, be drawn betweon those two approasches to mediecal practico.
The fact remaina, however, that a relatively small amount of the
national rescurces which are availsble for expenditure on Hoalth

Sorvices have gone to the preventive services,



This is a reflection of public attitudes which favour the more r
obvious benefits of being cured of ailments rather than avoiding

tho development of them, but there are hopeful signs of gradual
change, and if the re-organisation of the Natlional Heoalth Service

is to achieve one of its main objectives it will involve a close
oxamination of the allocation of financlal resocurces over the whole

fiald of hesglth care.

The new District Council will have a duty to maintain and
expand those health services which this Council has developed over
thoe years. A Community Physiecian will be seconded to it by the
Ares Health Board to act in an advisory cepacity, particularly
with regard to the control of infectious diseascs and environmental
health. It might seem at first sight that because the Community
Physician will no longer bo a Chiof Officer on the staff of tho new
Couneil there might be a lsss effective link between thom, but 1t
would be mistaken to take this view at least while there 12 a
generation of Community Physicisna who know from experlence how
Loeal Government works. Tt will involve, however, a re-definition

of his responsibilities in relation to the Public Hoalth Inspectorate.

During 1972 the pace of work in connection with the projected
changes in Loeal Government and the National Health Service gathered
momentum. Both Members and Officers wore engaged in accumulating
facta sbout existing services and tho presentation of alternative
policies for consideration by the new Authorities. A1l this meant
a groat desl of time and hard work. As far as re-organisation of
the National Health Service was concernad, thoe Joint Liaison Committee
was formed and started its work of producing a comprehensive profile
of all the medical services available in Area 36, the new Buckingham-
shire. Although the broad strategy and eventual structure became
clearer thers were still a multitude of unknown factors as far as the
practical working of the service was concerned. It now scems probable
that, contrary to general sxpectations, the new structure will be
phased in and will not be fully operative as planned for some
considerable time after the appointed day.
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Vital Statiastica

There are several features of the vital etatiastiecs for 1972
which are worth noting. Firstly, the birth rate, although slightly
above that for England and Wales, showed a small decline on the
previcus year. It is interesting that the rate for the rursl area
should bs consistently about that for the country as a wheole although
both rates have shown a steady decline over the past 10 years.
This would suggesat that the trend towards smaller famllies assiated
by the use of family planning faecilities hns not made so much impact
in rural as urban areas. The number of illegitimate births expressed
a8 a percentage of total live births showed a small, though welcoms

decline.

It is pleasant to be able to report that the infant mortality
rate was less than half that for England and Wales. While it would
probably be unreslistic to expect such a low figure next year there
i1s no reason why credlt should not be given for this marked reduction
to the various health services involved in the ante-natal care of
mothers, their delivery and health care of their infanta during the
firat year of life, Agein there were no maternal deaths.

Looking at the causes of death it 13 not surprisingthat as
people live longer the degenerstive disesses, particularly those
affecting the eirculatory syatem, and cancer caused the majority
of deaths. It is when these occcur carlier in l1life than might be
expected that the greatest concern should be felt and evidence is
gradually sccumulating on ways of lessening the likelihood of this.
Most, if not all, involve a change in habits or mode of living and
this is invariably a slow process.

Venereal Disease

Figures obtained from the special e¢liniec at the Royal Bucks
Hospital showed that during the year three people were treated for
syphilis, nineteen for gonorrhoea, and fifty-five for other venereal
infections. These figures only differ marginally from the previocus

year, apart from the cases of syphilis, There were no cases of this

disease reported for the previousa two years,
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Tubareulosia

There wore only two cases of respiratory tuberculosis reported
during the year, The previcua year, 1971, ocnly one case wes
notified so that at last it seema possible that in the foreseeable
future a year will come when no notifications will be received for
the Rural Diatrict. The same might be said of other areas which
have not attracted an appreciable number of immigrants from India
and Pakistan who are more prons to develop tuberculosis than
Britiah born peopla, It has beon noted in preovious Reports that
there 18 no easy answer to the complete eradication of the discase
in spite of a combined attack by vaccination of school children,
affective treatment and contact tracing. It scoms now that more
wolght must be given to the early diagnosis of cases and more
thorough tracing of their contacts if the remaining reservolr of
infection isa to be eliminatod as soon as possible, and I have had
discussions with the Consultant in Chest Diseases on ways in which
these might be made more effective.

Othsr Infectious Diseasas

There were two isclated cases of food poisoning due to
salmonellae, Both were invesatigated but it was not poassible to
be certain in eoither case of the source of infection. When a
rmamber of people are infected at the sams time the outbreak is
notified quickly because it ia obvious from the similarity of
symptoms that food polscning ia the probable cause. However,
when ilsoclated cases occur it 1s unusual for them to be notifled
until laboratory investigation confirma the cause and by then the
case is unable to give a clear account of food consumed during the
rolevant time and the remainder of suspect food has been deatroyed.
Zarly notification is of great importance in this as in other

infectious diseases.




~.Only 29 ceses of measles were notifisd, This compares vVery
favourably with soms hundreds of cases which used to be notified
annually before the introduction of immunisation. There is atill
scope for improvemsnt in acceptance rates and this will have to take
place bafcﬁé moasles becomes a disesase of the past, It i3

encouraging to see a complete absence of whooping cough,

Threa cases of brucellosis occcurred in farm workers employed
on the same deiry farm in the District. It was the femiliar story of
farm workera and their families receiving untreated milk from the
herd and 1t is difficult to see any end to this well-sstablished
custom, There 18 not much risk of them getting tuberculesis now-a-days
but they are at definite risk from brucellosis snd salmonellas infection.
In this instance 1t was the dlagnoails of brucellosis in the farm
workera which led to inveatigation of the herd and the identification
of infected cowa, There were several young children in the familiass
and 1t was pecs=sible to persuade the parenta that the milk for them at
least should be heated to boiling point before use,

Drug Dependence

Last year I wrote, somewhat optimiastically, that the sc-called
soft drugs constituted the main problem in the area, During the year
under review, the Drug Abuse Committes received evidence from the Police
and Probation Service that the use of heroin was becoming more widespread,
and certainly the number of prosscutions inereasssd, The heroln was
so-called "Chinese heroin" which by the time it reached the consumer
was adulterated by mixture with other powdered materisls, snd to that

extent was not so addictive as pure heroin.

The Committee agreed that a Drug Advisory Clinic should be opened,
and County Health Department premises in Aylesbury were mads available
to a member of the ataff of the Ley Clinic, Oxford, to hold weekly
sossions when advice could be given to any person referred by a social
worker, or indeed from any source. It is too scon to assess whothor
this Clinic will fulfil a useful purpose, but tho number of referrals

haa bean low,.



It is important to stress that the names of those attending the Clinie
are not disclosed to the Committee, and are only known to the soecial
agoncy involved in the case.

There was some ovidence towards the end of the year that this
menace to young people was decreasing, loecally. The Committee was
also interested to learn that those placed in custody did not show
any obviona withdrawal symptoms, which sugpeated that addiction was

not far advanced.,

Bdueational Activities

I again had the pleasure of meeting groups of finsl yoar medical
students to discuss the present and future health services. I am also
grateful to have had the opportunity to attend a Management Appreciation
Course run by the Oxford Regionsl Hospital Board, and a number of

gaminars concerned with re-organisation.

A further two successful courses on Food Hyglone were held at
the College of rurther Education during the year. Twonty-seven
atudents employed in the food industry locally passed the certificate
examination, and will be availsble to advise thelr emplocyera on food
handling. These annmual coursaes provide a pool of gqualified people

who must contribute to raising the level of food hyglene.

I started this Report by saying that it would almost certainly
be the last which I would present to this Council. The past ten
vears have Been a considerable inecrease in the population of the
Fural Distriet and it can be taken as a compliment to the Council that
20 many people have chosen to come to the area to live and work,
Thare have been considerable improvements over the whele field of heelth
care, although much remains to be done, especially in the provision of
more effective medical care for people in thelr homes, A start in
this direction has been made by adopting a team approach which
incorporates both medical and supportive services, and which in the

long run should result in fewer hospital admissions,






STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS - OF THE AREA
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(b) Total Population (estimated mid=-1972)....sss-s. 38,50

(e) Humber of inhabitated houses (end of 1972)....
according to Rate Book... 12,526

{d} Rataﬂble value.'f..."'.'.‘.‘..."".-"l...."...- £1’ ?0.925
(e) Sum representsd by a Penny Rate (now pence).... £1l,546

TI®TAE '8TATISRIC S

1971 1972
Total M F Total M F
Live Birtha - Logitimate 584 329 257 555 313 242
Illegitimate 38 15 23 28 iy, 14
Live birth rate per 1,000
population 16.1 15,2
Birth rate (corrected) 16,6 15.5
Birth rate for England & Weles 16.0 14.8
Illegitimate 1live births per
cent of total live births 6.0 c.0
Still Births
Numbar 11 i L 8 Ly L
Rate par 1,000 votal live
end still birtha 17.0 14.0
Total live and still births 635 351 284 591 331 260
DEATES
1971 1972
Total M F Total M P
376 186 190 398 198 200
Doaath Rate per 1,000 estimated 220 1972
populatiM.cascsssssnns 9.7 1ulh-
Standardised Death RatO..eecescssscsssssss 9.3 11,0
Doath Rate for England and WaleS...eeesee 11.6 12.1
1971 1972
Total M B Total M F
Infant Dsatha
Number g T 2 I 3
Infant mortality rates:
Total infant deaths per
1,000 total live births 1.0 T«0
- do = Legitimate 15.0 7.0
= do = Illegitimate - =
Infant mortality rate for
England & Wales 18.0 17.0
Neo=-Natal mortality rate:
(Deaths under l weoks per
1,000 total live birtha)
Number 8 7 1 2 1 1
Rate 13.0 3.0



Total

1971

Early Neo-Natal mortality:

(Deaths under 1 week per
1,000 total live birtha)

Parinatal

Humber
Hate

mortality:

T5ti1l birtha and deatha mnder
1 week combined per 1,000
total 1live and atill hirths)

Numbar

Hate

18

11.0

13
28.0

Total

1972
M

10

3.0

5
17.0

DEATHS

FROM

CANCER

(all ages)

- ?2

ANALYSIS

OF DEATHS
- ——

Dise

Other infective and

Malignant
Malignant
Malignant
Malignant
Malignant
Malignant
Malignant

neoplasm,
neoplasm,
neoplasm,
neoplasm,
neoplasm,
neoplasgm,
neoplasm,

=)

parasitic diseases

ossophagus
stomach
intestine

lung, bronchus

breast
uterua
prostate

o

L

L

-
L
-
LB
L)
& kW
[N ]

Iﬁukﬂﬁmi& e 8 LN
Other melignant neoplssms ...

Beningnand unspecified neoplaams
Ddabates mellitus
Mental disorders
Multipls =clerosis et
Other diseases of nervous system
Chronie rheumatic heart diseanse

Hypertensive disease ...
Izachasmie heart diszease el
Othar forms of heart disesase

Carebrovescular dissaase A

LN N L
- . e
- . =
&

- -

LN LR o

L] - w
L
-s e
LR - .
[N
LN

-

Other diseases of circulatory system

Influenza
Pneumonia el
Bronchitis and emphysema

- . L L - -

- = - o #

L - ..

Other disesses of respiratory ayatem

Paptie ulear
Appendicitis .-
Cirrhosis of liver ... ces
Other diseases of digestive system
Nephritis and nephrosis
Hyperplasia of prostate .o ses
Other diseases of genito-urinary ays

LN ] L LN LN ]

LA LN ] & e

Diseases of skin, subcutaneous tissus

Mseases of muaculo-skeletal system
Birth injury, difficult labour, etc.
Symptoms and 111 defined conditions
Motor vehicle mecidents
All other accidents s P
Suicide and self-inflicted injuries

LU )
L
L
L
L
- .
L
LA N
-
LA
- ..
-
-
-
LR ]
-
tam L
-
LR
L
LR
L
- e

Humbar

1972
of

Doatha

Male

Female

Total
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PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS AND

OTHER DISEASES:

1971 1972
No.of Cases No,of Ho.of Cases Ho,of
EEEEfEEE Denths Notified Daaths

Measles 7 - 29 i
Whooping Cough & = = =
Scarlet Fever - - - =3
Preumonia - g - 29
Acute Moningitis 1 - - -
Dyasntery - - 1 =
Food Polasoning 2 - 2 =
Infective Jaundice 1 - 1 -
Leptoapiroais - - - -
Brucellosala - - 3 =

17 39 36 29

TUBERCULOSTIS
1972
New Cases Hotified Deatha
Ago
Pariods Respiratory Non-Reapiratory Respiratory Non-Respiratory
M F M F M M F

5 - — -~ — =
15 L - - -
25 - - - - -
35 Ity el e -
45 SR v St .
55 1, Tw K sese -
65 - - B - -
R iy e e -




GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES

Hospitala:
The Hospitals serving the District are the Royal Bucks, Tindal

Genersl, Stoke Mandeville, St.John's and the Manor House Hospital.

By agreement with the Oxford Reglonasl Hospital Bosrd cases of
infectioua disesse, excluding smallpox, are now admitted to the Slads
Hoapital, Oxford. Cases or suspect cases of amallpox may be admitted
to the Grove Hospital, Linslade, provided some hours notice of
intention to sdmit 13 given.

Aceldent cascs are taken to the Accident Department at tho
Royal Bucks Hospital. There are slso crthopasdic and maternity beda
at this Hospital.

In addition to gensral medicsl and surgical beds, and a numbor
of amallor spoeclelist units, Stoke Mandeville has a large unit for
parapleglic patients who are admitted from a wide area,

St.John's Hospltel alao admits psychiatrie patlients from a wide
area, and facilitlsz thers have been progrosalvely expanded over the
years,

The Manor House Hospitsal, Aylesbury, providee accommodation for
mentally retarded children.

These Hoapitals, having a combined total of 1,766 staffed beds,
are administered by the Royal Bucks and St.John's Hospital Management
Committee. Out-patients clinics assocclsted with these Hospitals are
also held at Bletchley and Buckingham, and last year 6,372 out-

patient seasions were held by the group.

Pathology Laboratory, Stoke Mandeville.

Routine samples of milk, water and other spescimens requiring
bacteriological examination were sent to this laboratory throughout
the year, Reports were received with the minimum of delay, and the

help and advice given by the Msdical Director were much approcilated.



Ambulance Ssarvices.

These ere provided by the Bucks County Council and are under
the direection of the County Madical Officear. Ten smbulances and
seveon dual purpose vehicles were avallable at the Ambulance
Hoadquarters, Buckingham Road, for use in the Borough and surrounding
districta. In addition, there 12 alsc a purpose built ambulance
with sn hydraulic tail 1ift for the conveyance of whoolchair patients,
There i3 two-way radioc link botween all vehicles and Headquartera.

The Ambulance Car Service which was introduced during 1968 to
supplement the @iroctly provided services has continued to prove
highly satisfactory throughout tha year,

The majority of long distance cases are now conveyed by road
owing to the non-availability of suitable rail accommodation,

Increasing use is also being made of alr travel wherover posasible.

Diptheria, Tetanus, Whooping Cough, Msasles and German Meoasles

Imminisation, snd Smallpox and Poliomyelitis Vaccination,

The Bucks County Council, being the Local Health Authority
as definad by the National Homlth Service Act, 19,6, sdminister

thase 8arvices.

Treatment of Venereal Disesase,

A venereal disease clinie 18 held regularly at the Royal Bucks
Hospital, Aylesbury, where free treatment 1is given. This clinio is
administered by the Royal Bucks and St.John's Hospitals Management
Committes.



Child Health Clinics
Toatal mumber

of children

Fixed Centres Sesaions attending Doctor attends
Aston Clinton 1st & 3rd Friday 78 3rd Friday
Brill 3rd Friday Le Each scssion
Grendon Underwood 2nd Monday 82 Bach session
Haddenham 2nd & Lth Thursday 1y Bach session

. (wef May/72)
Long Crendon 2nd & lIjth Thuraday 153 2nd Thursday
Guainton lat Tuesday 103 Esch sesszicn
Stone hth Tueaday T7 BEach sossion
Waddesadon 3rd Tueaday 98 Each session
Waendover Each Monday 129 Each secssion
Weston Turville 3rd Thursday T6 Each session
Whitehurch hth Friday 79 Each_sosaiun
Halton 2nd & Lth Tuesday 83 =
Mobile Health Clinics
Bierton lst Tusaday L7 Each session
Cuddington ) 19 Each session
Chearsaley % 1st Monday 20 Eanch seasion
Dinteon % 1 EBach seasion
Shabbington 3rd Thursday 13 Each sesszion
Iekford 3rd Thursday 20 Each scasion
Worminghall 3rd Thursday 10 Each session
Calkley 3rd Thursday 28 Each session

Children attending during 1972

Total number of children attending
durding the year:-

Child Health Clinics ... .. 14447
Mobile Child Health Clinics ... 173

1620




Child Hﬂﬂlth clir.licﬂ {ﬂmt'd]...---;-.

There is no doubt that these Clinics will continue to serve
the District after re-organisation of the National Health Service.
The doctors who attend them will, however, work more closely with
the hospitel paediatric department and may eventually hold part-time
hospital appointments and also some staff at present employed in the
poediatric department may do work at the clinies. This two way
exchange of duties would help to integrate the services and broadan
the experience of doctors who are, after all, concerned with the
whole fisld of child health. A step in this direection has alrosdy
been taken by the establishment of a combined assessment clinie at
Tindal Gensral Hosplital. Children who present particular problems
in the assesament of retardntion and other deviations from normal
development are seen by & team primarily composed of the paediatrician,
the elinie doctor, a psychologist and a physiotherapiat. Other
specialists such as the orthopasdic consultant can be called on
when their advice is required. This team approach is proving very
valuable in planning the social, educational and medical treatment

reguired in the more complex cases.



FACTORIES  ACT, 1961

PART I

a [ INSFECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health [inﬂluding
inspections made by the Fublic Health Inspectors) : -

No. on Written Occuplera
Premises Reglstar Inapsctions Hoticas Prosscutad

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

{1) Faetories in
which Sections
1,2,3,h & 6
are to be 3
enforced by Locel
Mthcrityﬁiili'i' B E = =

(i1) Fsetories not
ineluded in (1)
in which Section
7 is enforced by
the Loeal
AthoritTeeeceres 53 2 - -

(111) Other premises in
which Section 7 1=
enforced by the
Local Authority
(exeluding out-

worker's premises) 38 3 = =
Tﬂ'tﬂl R R 99 ? - -
FPART VIII

(Seetions 133 and 134)
OUTWORK

There are 16 outworkers registered in the District engaged in the
making of wesaring apperel. The premises in which the work is carried
out have been inspected and found to be satisfactory in accordance with
conditions laid down in the Act.
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CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
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D. C. MULLEY, MAFHL BUCKS.

Taltchora 1 AYLESDURY 4311 [Thres Ressa)
July, 1973

Ta the Chairman and Mambera of the
RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL oF AYIESEURY

A review of the work of the Department for ths year 1972
maat inevitably be affected by the acitivities of the staff in
connection with Reorganisation of Local Government. Much time
and effort has been expended in preparing detas and reports for
the Working Parties and Sub-Committees of the No.2 District
Committee engaged on this work. The information produced has
been valuable in preparing for the various functions and duties
of the new Council, and should be very useful for the officers of
the new Authority when setting up the new Departments,

HOUSING

Improvement Grant applications again showed an inerease over
the previous year, totalling 166, This brings the total of
improved properties to nearly 1,600 a very significant proportion
of the total housing stock when allowance 18 made for the considerable
post-war development.

Whilst the ineresse is wolcomed and actively encouraged,
there have been some a&pa&ts which give rise to concern,
particularly in the speoculative field. Unless there iz a very
clear case for action, however, I would not advocate goneral
controls other than possaibly that relating to re-sale within threc
years, since there is after all the discretionary power to be
EI&;ﬂiEﬁﬂ.

A fow properties continue to be representod as unfit and
whilst this is bound to continue year by year, I consider there

iz no slum c¢learance problsm as such in this District.

= T



The land in the Clay Lane Clearance Area, Wendover was
purchased by the Council; all tenants were rehoused and the
properties demolished by the end of the year.

Information about the condition of the housing stock of
the district was celled for by the Department of tho Enviromnment
in Cireular 50/72. The following statement was approved by the

Council.

" QOUTLINE OF STRATEGY

1. Appralsal of the housing situation:

A, = The area is within commting distance of London and serves
the industrial areas of Aylesbury and Cowley. There ars
a large number of peaople in the mid-upper income groups
working in Administrative, Medieal and Government cstablish-
ments, Consequently there is great demand for rural houses
and sdequate funds to purchase, recondition, enlarge and
modernise even the lowliest cottage.

b. = Of epproximately 9,500 private houses in the arca well over
50% are post war development and 1,500 have already besn
brought to the 12 point standard with Improvement Granta.
Mrny of the older houses are good residences fully up to
standard and apart from a fow totally unfit only approximately
B50 older houses remain to be brought up to standard.
Factors such as road improvement schemes preclude the
rehabllitation of a few of these.

¢. = There are areas of very wet clay in the Vele of Aylesbury
where drainage problems can deter house modernisation.

As sewerage sSchemos progress improvements follow.

d, - Surveya to ascertain whether Improvement Areaa should be

declared have shown that sub standard houses are for the

most part individual properties,



-B... -

E. -

Often the personal circumstances or wishes of the occupiler

are the prime factor in delaying improvement in that =

(1) Some owner/occupiers resist modernisation on
traditional or finanecisl grounds and older people
resent the disturbance of extensive works.
Upon change of ownership the purchaser invariasbly

buya with n view to modernisation.

(ii) Remarkably few tenants havo been preparcd to instituteo

or support compulsory improvement. Many profer to be
without some amenlitios rethoer than to agrec toe a ront
ineraase following modornisation.
Policy:
Strategy is an art of war and war is no doubt needod to deal
with housing problems in scme areas. War, howover, nt best,
lesves an aftermath of bitternsess and in the cireumstances of
this Jdistriet the Ffollowing policy haz operated and, it is
Telt, should continue.
The sewering of villages as cesspool drainage in wet clay
arons 18 not practical or ceconomiec for modern living.
Sgwernge schemes are in progress in six villages snd house
modernisation will surely fecllow.
Encouragement. to ownera tn improve houses and implementation
af the Improvement Grant S3chemss in full, This 13 allied to
the close personal contacts and Inmowledge of both couneillors
and officers in a rural arca.

Statutory action under Part II of the Housing Act, 1957 in

the comparatively small number of cases where this is necessary.

It must be appreciated that the 'reasonable cost' of ropair
riaes dramaticnlly when a house let at a low rental 1s wvacated
and comes into the market at current walues, In many cases a
Demolition Order only guards against re-occupation after a
tanant has been rehoused, major work®to rehebilitate the
dwelling are then possible and the Ordor is cancelled.



3. Conclusion:

a, - Due to the high demand for housing and the shortage of
availasble building land, house prices are high and there
is a very resl problem for low-income familles, The
tren? ia that, except for tied sgriculturel cottapges, auch
families will be incronsingly dependent upon Council housaing.
Since the restricticons on sale and occupation of grant aided
homes have been lifted a very high proporation of cottages
are passing to ownor/occupiers, often via speculators, rather
than being retained for letting.

b. - It 15 felt that the Couneil's practies of pressing forward
with sewering villages, full implementation of the Improvement
Grant Scheme and the occasional use of Statutory action will
significantly reduce thse number of sub standard housea in the
next five years and that by the end of the decade the problem
should be eliminated except for -

(1) individual cases whore peraonal or drainage problems
preclude improvement.
(11)  natural deterioration of buildings,

¢. = The pregsent levels of new building and of medernisation is
stratehing to limits not only the resources of capable bulldera
but of the Council's inspectorate. It has bean found that
builders are reluctent to price for improvement grant work and
applicants have great Aifficulty in finding one suiteble and
prapared to carry out improvement schemes under Couneil
aurvelllance. ....enes"

Repairs and Demclition:

112 propartics were repaired as a result of formal and informal
action during the year.

5 properties were represonted as incapable of repair at
reasonable expense and the appropriate notices wore lssued. As

e result of these and earlier representations, 6 Closing Orders

were made and 5 Undertakings to repailr were accepted.
7 Demclition Opdora and 7 Closing Orders werc cancelled after
satisfactory completion of reconditioning worka. 8 properties were

demclished.



+ Qualificnation Certificates:

Applications for Qualification Certificates and declsions taken

thareon were a8 follows:-

lin. of applications received (a) under Section Lh(1) 10

b " LS ) R T

Wo. of certificetas of provisional approval issued =T
No. of qualification certificates issued:
(a) under Section L6(3) = 2
A O 1 0 R
No. of applications refused - under Section L45(2) = 2

Improvement Granta:
The number of appliecatinons again shows an incresse compared with

last yoar from 141 to 166, Approvals were given to 147 Improvement
and 12 Standard Grants, 7 Improvemont Grants were rofused.
Grants, Improvement and Standard, actually paid during the year
for completed works totalled £77,103.
The total figures, since the introduection of grants, up to
31st December, 1972 are as follows:=

Improvement Granta:

No. of Grants on Council property nis Ty s 3

Ho, of private properties covered
by applications recaived . i e S e i b 13

No. approved St i iis s e 102l
No. refused i R I W O 75
No. withdrawn sve  wes  wss  ses  ess 16
1115
—_—

Grants paid during the ¥eAr ...  .ue  see £74,277

Standard Grants:

Total number of applications roceived ta date e L71

Grants actunlly paid during the year for ocompleted
Stendard Grant works totalled £2,826 in respect of 16 properties,
of which 8 were Higher Limit Grants providing, in additiocn to the
standard amenities, 8 bathrooma,



PUBLIC CLEANSING

Refuse Collsction:

The routine collection has continued to operate smoothly
with a weekly collection from each property using ths sack
aystem.

Therse have besn diffieulties in maintaining the labour force
at full strength and, as expected, drivers for heavy goods vehicles
are sapeclelly difficult to recruit, Fortunately the incentives
offered under the bonus schome for completion of work by en
under-manned crow have successfully kept work up to date.

A marked increase in the weight and volume of refuse has
baen cbserved and 1s much in excess of the anticipated inecrease
for normel growth of the arees. In March 1971 the weekly welght
was 135 tons, by December 1972 it had increased to 168 tons,

This increase in weight and s corresponding inecrease in sack

usage affocts both the loading of vehicles and the work load of
collectors. Work schedules are up aasted to allow for changes

but the time is approaching when a fresh work study will have to

ba undertaken to revise basie values. It is hoped that this can
ba undertaken ss psart of a comprehensive study for the new district
council rather than in isolation prior to reorganisation.

Civie Amenities Act:

In my last report I commented on the increasing demand for
collection of large housshold items,

Al though the Councll ia obliged to provide a place to which
the public ean bring such items it is felt that a free collectiocn
i3 not only s helpful service but should reduce the amount of
unanthorised dumping. Unfortunately, there 1is mo decline in
this beheviocur send in some aresns cleose to the Ayleabury boundary
disgraceful conditions arise.

I am aware thet because of the demands for collection and
for clearance of dumping there have been delays in servico and a
minimal ecleansing of lay bys, this position has ofton been
aggravated by lack of drivers. In the present financial climate
I have been reluctant to seek additional vehicles or labour to

improve this service to the standard I would like to attain,
- 21 =



3.

In the few caszes whore prosscutions for dumping have been
taken penalties have often been low,

A controect container service hns been used to assiat lceal
organisations who undertake voluntary work to clean up reecrcation
areas esnd tho countryside. There must be high praisc for the
volunteers who give up leisure time for this work,

Salvage:

The towing of salvago trailers has lons presented a prcblom
and with the proliferation of culs de sac in the development of
villages it ia necessary for them to bo detached and loft on the
main road on numerous occasions,

After an incident whore two vehicles werc involved in an
accident alongside a parked trailer the Council and the driver
of the cleansinr vehicle wero fined and the drdiver's licence
was endorsed. The Council therefore decided to disecontinue
the collection of salvage and the towing of trailers,

Refuse Diasposal:?

Bulk haunlaze of refuse for diaposal at Calvert has continued
and during the year joint agrooment has been reached with
fiylesbury Borough Council on disposal of refuse from both
authorities on a contractual besis, Mozsrs .Keasgrave Disposals
Ltd. have besen awarded tho contract and will ereet & tranafer
gatation at Rabans Clese, Aylesbury, At the cnd of the year tho

construetion of the plant was well advanced.

SEWERAGE

The control of Sewage Disposal facilities now rests with the

Engineer, but with the availability of new sewers, applications for

connection to main drainage come in very quickly.

In addition to inspections of sewer connections and new work the

Inspectora are involved with alterations to drainage and property;

also advice to owners wishing to plan and carry out such work,

The sowering of the Parishes of Chearsley and Ludgershall was

commenced during the year and preparations werc proceedirg for further

schemes during 1973.



DEPOSIT OF POISONOUS WASTE ACT 1972

The offcet of this Act has been to bring to notice the nature
and quantity of weste being deposited at wvarious sites and to divert
1t to those sites which are most suitable.

In the opinion of Thames Conservancy the tip at Wondhem is, by
penson of deep underlying clay, far more suitable than some sites
further south in the county. As a result a steady flow of poisonous
wnstes to Woodham has started and there is strong indication that
this will increase rapidly in 1973.

A licence under the Bucks County Council lect conbtrols tipping
at Woodham but it must be accopted that this 1s a auitable aite and
that the Doposit of Polsonous Waste lect will exercise new measures of
control. Nepotintions are therefors in hand to revise the conditions

of licence to permit affective and proper use af the site.

FOOD INSPECTION

The number of premises in the District subject to the Food
Hygiene (General) Regulationa 1970 are as follows:-
Retail Shops ... R L.
Wholeaale Shops & Warshouses PR 9

Catering Establishments and
Licensed Premises S aipun 125

E—

Tntﬂl - e 319

There is alaoc one slaughterhouse, two poultry slaughtering
sstablishments and one cold store. The latter is alsoc used for
retaining carcases affected with Cysticercus Bovis from outside
the District and these have to be checked before release. Planning
permission was sought for a new modern private slaughterhouse and
this was awaiting approval at the end of the year.

The weight of meat {and other food) condemned was 3 cwts, gl 1bs,

No prosecutions were necessary during the year.

2 ndditional premises were registered for the sale of lce-cream,



. WATER SUPFLY

The District is effectively covered by the Bucks Water Board.
So far as this area is concerned there has been no question regarding

gquality during the year under roview.

PEST DESTRUCTION

This work is carried out by ono coperator who, in addition to
routine visits, attends to infestations reported by householders.
Business premises are also coverod but any service provided is
chargoed for. The infestaticns dealt with aro prinecipslly of rats
and mice, but help is afforded with a varioty of other pests whonover
possible.

It is often difficult to identify some inssct posts. In such
casss8 the Cooper Bureau at Berkhamsted affords velusble sdvice on

ldentification snd method of trestment.

NUISANCES

Complainca of nuisances are almost pert of the daily routine
of a Public Health Department. ot all complaints however relate
to statutory nuisances which can be dealt with under the Public Health
Acts and related legislation, a fact that often requircs tact and
patience to explain to thesaggrieved party. Except for a few special
cases, moat complaints are dealt with by informal action, and do not
necessitnte reporting or statutory procedurs, One troublesome caso
merited a Prohibition Notice under the Public Health (Rocurring

Nuisances) Act 1969 but there were no prosecutions during the yoar,

LOCAL, LAND CHARGES

Information concerning notices served and Plonning Approvals
issued is supplied when official search of the Land Chargea Hegister
is applied for. This information relates not only to Housing and
Public Health Act notices but also Planning Permission conditions.

1,381 were dealt with during the year, an increase cf approx 12%.



OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREH{?ES ACT, 1963

The followins 1is a statistical summary of work under this Act

duriny the yesr:=-

REGISTRATIONS AND GENERAL INSFECTIONS

Class of Premises No.of premises ¥o. of Repistered No.of reziatered
reristored premisss at the premises receivinns
durin~ year end of year. a reneral inspect-

ion durins the vesar

Offices - 36 27

Retail shops 6 103 L&

Wholesale shopa,
Warehouses L L h

Caterins establish-
ments, open to the - 21 21
public, canteens

Fuel storaze depots - = =

Total : T 164 =13

—_—— e ——————————

TOTAL NUMBER OF VISITS OF ALL KINDS BY INSFECTORS TO
REGISTERED PREMISES UNDER THE ACT 130

S minor contraventions were dealt with during the year.

ANIMAL BOARDING ESTABLISHMENT  ACT, 1963

8 existinz Licences were renewed. Some difficulty was experienced

in one case which was under consideration at the end of the year.

PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951

One Pet Shop Licence was renewsed and 2 new licences issued under the
Act in respect of premises at which tropical and cold water fish, terrapins

send caze birds etec., are Kept.

T



PETROLEUM STORAGE

Approval was given to the installation of a pro-payment system
at one Garage but this had not been implemented before the end of the
yaar, No problema relating to licensing arose, other than the delays
in renswal which fortunately were less than Hsual.

A total of Bl Licences were in force at the end of the year.

There are no majeor installationa or distributing depots in the

district.

SCRAF METAL DEALERS  ACT, 196l

6 registrations remained effective with this Muthority at the

end of the year.

STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING

Street naming and numbering was confined to new estatea and
similar developments, there being no extensicn of strect naming teo
further villages within the District. Some re-numbering had to bo

undertaken to cope with new developments.

CLEAN ATR ACTS 1956 & 1968

One instrument is operated in this Distriet in connoction with the
National Survey of Air Pollution. The weekly reandings ore recorded
and sent to the Department of Scientific and Industriasl Rosearch esvery
month,

There are no Smoke Contrel Areas in the Distriect. Action under
these Acts is confined to complaints of nuisance and approval of helghts

of chimneys which serve furneces.

DANGERQUS  BUILDINGS

Action was necessary in a numbser of instances concerning dangerous
structures, In two cases applications were made to the Court for Orders
both of which were subsequently complisd with, without further action

being necessary.



BUILDING REGULATIONS AND NEW DEVELOPMENT

The volume of work in this sphere continuss to incroase (37%)
end the preocess of determining applieations bscomes more involved,
Whatever benefits are elalmed for public participation in Flanning
it certainly hasz dizadvantages. Therse can be no douht that it 1ia
responsible for longer delays and greater restrietions snd must bear
some responsibility for the esealating eosts of building. Howavar,
having been established, it is unlikely to be changed and muat be
accepted as a factor in the work of considering and determining
applicntions for development. It should, however, be omphasised that
"eonsultation" is not to be confused with "decision" which can only be
taken by the legally establishsd suthority acting within the law.

The adoquacy of sowerage and sewage dlsposal continuea to exert a
congidereble influsnce on development in certain aresns, The problems
are 4ifficult toc resclve now when the Council has responaibility for
such metters, One can but wonder what the future will be when control

of sewage disposal passes out of the Council's hands.

The procedure for dealing with planning snd building applicationa
was not varied during the year, =although possible improvements wers
baing discussed and evalusated. The size of the reports pressnted
to the Committes each month emphasises the nsed to restrict it to
essentirls in order that important items can have adequate time devoted

to them.

I made reference in my last Annusl Report to the problema anssccliated
with the enforcement of Building Regulations and the misconceptions
rolating to responsibility for the work as sctuslly carried out when
not seen by the Local Authority's Officers, The Defoctive Premises
fct, 1972 receilved the Royal Assent on 29th June, 1972 and comes into
force on 1lat Jeanuary, 197.4. This Act could have an important bearing
on such matters since 1t puts a duty on thosa concerned with the building
of dwellinca to carry out their work in a workmanlike and profesaional
mAannar, It alaoc maKes changos as to the liability of those who sell or
lot any premises for injury or damage suffered as a result of defecta in

the state of thosspremises.
= 27 =




¢ NEW  BUILDINGS

The number of plans submitted during the year totalled 1,371

Theaa are summarisad as follows:-

Building Regulations - Town and Country Planning Acts.

Dwalling Houses

New . .e . . ..
Layout plans . .e ss
Outline spplications .. .e
Conversinons s . .e
Alterations and Additions

Change of Use .e . .

Industrinl
Wew . .a - . -

Alterations and Additions to
Factories and Workshops

Outline applications .. e
Change of Usa P -e .

Miscellaneous

Agricultural Buildings .o

Private Garsges .. . ..

Caravans ae . .o
Othera .e .o ..
Applications canselled .e
Number of Dwellings completed
Private . ‘e . .
Local Authority e s

L

LY

87
27
248
59
09
28

15

23
28
12

87
191
19
113
25

63
L2

105

for 156 houses

for 179 houses

Appeals were lodged agasinst 3l Refusals of pormission, Daciaions

on 17 cases were received, of which 3 were allowed and 1l dismissed,

Two appeals were withdrawn. These figures indicate the reason for the

lengthening time taken in obtaining a hearing.
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Mr,J.E.Bakor, Tecknlcal Aseista
appointment with Amershen Rurel Dist:
the Planning erd Building secticn of bho |
at the ond of the year. .

. v | wwahite T

This will be my finzl Rsport, Ncoct oniy boceuege.
roorganissticn tmt besausa 1t 1s o %nﬁ@m 1;9‘
My first Armual Report was ss long ogo ag !
for Inspectors to report individuaily. :
good resson to record my tharks to the am'mﬂifnﬁm“
courtesy and assistance I have alweys received. I no
nnd take this opportunity to emxve_aq'fmr”
particularly to the Coeirzen cad Visa thatomem
have served ard ihe loyal Stefi of the Der

- wL v e s mniihe Ry
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