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AXERIDGE RUBAL DISTRIIGT COUNCIL

B I SR

ANNUAL REPORT

of the

MEDICAL, OFFICER OF HSALTH

137z

To: THE CIATRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE
AFBRIDGE HURAL DISTRICT COWMCIL.

Mr, Chedrman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting to you the Anmusl Report on the heslth
of the Ddstrict, and the wark of the Public Health Department in {972,

I regret wvery mich that your papt Medical Officer of Health,
Dr. McGowan, i= no longer with us to ao this., He was full of Imowledpe
and sot an excellent example in conscientiocusness and integrity. His day-
to-day work and high standards contributed a great deal to the maintenance
of the Public Health of the District, as well as his wise advice to the
Cpmmittees on health matters.

He would have wished to express his appreciation to Mr. Barron, the
Chief Public Health Inspector and the other Inspectors for their help and
co-cperation during the year. He would alse heve asked to thank the
Chairman and Members of the Public Health Committec, and the Officers and
Staff of other Departments for their adwvice and assistance.

As this was the last full year during which Miss Carey has vorked
in the office of the Department I would like to express appreciation of
her work which has very much helped on the smooth running of the Department.
I am,
Yours faithfully,
B. I. IENNIS

ACTING MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH,

AUGUST, 1973.



SUMMARY OF STATISTICS

e B

Area of Ddatrict 90,956 acres
Population: 193 Census 22,076
195 " 26,535
1960 " 30,796
RHeglstrar General's Estimatc
for Mid 1972 39,760
Ratesble Value (1.4.73) £1,4,09, 740
Number of Inhabited Houses 15,256
Extracts from vital Statistics for Year 4972
LIVE BIRTHS:
Male Female Total
Legitimate 29, 228 K22
Illegitimate 8 & 39
Az 29 561
=== = =2

CORRECTED BIRTH RATE: (Comparsbility Factor 1.1k4) =16.1

ILIEGITIMATE LIVE BIRTHS: (per cent of total live births) = 7% (England
and Wales = 9

STILL BIRTHS: Male Female Total
Legitimate & L 10
Illegitimate - - -

[3 4 10

o By f- = = - - =
STILL BIRTH RATE: (per 1,000 live and still births) =48 (England

and Walas = 12)
TOTAL LIVE AND STILI, BIRTHS: b |

THFANT IPATHS: (Deaths under 1 year)
Male Female Total
Legitimate 1 2 3
Illegitimate - - 1
O R . |
ZHPART MORTALTTY RATES:
TOTAL DNFANT DEATHS (per 1,000 live births) = 5§
LEGITTHALL, OUANL TEATHS (per 1,000 legitimate live births) = 6
ILIEGITIMATE TDFANT DEATHS (per 1,000 illegitimate live births)= =
NECGNATAL MORTALITY RATE (per 1,000 live births) = &
BARLY NEOWATAL, MORTALITY RATE (deaths under 4 week per 1,000
live births = =
MORTALITY RATE (still births and deaths undexr E
1 week combined per 1,000 total live and still births) =18
MBTERNAL TEATHS - Nil
MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE (per 1,000 live and still births) = Nil



Male Female Total

248 211 459
UNCORRECTED DEATH RATE: (per 1,000 population) = 11.5
CORRECTED DEATH RATE: (comperability factor 0,87) T

VITAL STATISTICS

BIRTHS

The Registrar General gives the corrected mumber of live births in
the District as 561 (312 boys and 249 girls), this being 20 births less
than in 1971 . Of these births 39 were illegitimate, i.e. 7% of the total.
The corresponding percentage for England and Wales was e.

The uncorrected birth rate for {972 vas 14.1 and whon the comperability
facter (1.14) is applied, the corrected birth rate was 16.1 per 1,000 of the
total population compered with 1L.8 in 1972. The birth rate for England and
Wales in 1972 was 14.8.

BIRTH RATES
feax 1962 1963 196k 1965 1966 1957 1968 1369 1970 1974 1972
England &
Wales 18.0 18.2 185 184 17.7 17.2 16.9 16.3 16.0 16.0 1L.8
Axbridge Rural
District 18.8 18.1 19.0 19.2 18.5 18.8 16.9 16.3 15.3 16.7 16.14
STILL BIRTHS

The registered mumber of still births in 1972 was 10 of which none were
illegitimate, thus giving a still birth rate of 48 per 4,000 total births.

DEATHS - ALL AGES

Aftor correction for transferable deaths the net total assigmed to the
District by the Registrar General was 459 (248 males and 241 females). This
is 1 more than in 1974 and gives an uncorrected death rate of 14.5. Then
adjusted for age and sex distribution to make it comparable with other
districts, the death rate was 10.0 per 4,000 of total population compared
with 12.4 for England and Wales as a whole.

MATERIIAT,

There were no deaths from maternal causes in 1972,

DTANT MORTALITY

Three children (1 boy and 2 girls) under the age of one year, died
in 1972, This gives an Infant Mortality Rate of 5 per 1,000 live births,
compared with 17 for England and Wales as a vhole, of thesc three deaths
two were due to congenital anomalies and one was due to pneuncnia,



CAUSES OF DEATH

Under 4 weeks 1- 5- 15- 25- 35 L5 5% 65 75—
CAUSES OF DEATH SEX A1l 4 & under
hges Weeks 1 year
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Tuberculosis of M
Respiratory System F

Other infective & 7] - = S e e o
Parasitic Diseases F

Mzlignant Necplasm, U
Buceal Cavity etc. F
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Malignant Neoplasm, M 1 = = A= - = = = = 1 =
':"LE-UP]'W.ELI.E F 1 - - - — - - = - - 1 -
Malignant NHeoplasm, M 6 - - - = aibogiengroocailly; el
Malignant Neoplasm, N 6 = & N ALy wi Pl s lEEt g %
Iﬂtﬂ&tim ¥ 6 - - - = =3 - 1 - -1 } 1
Malignant Weoplasm, M 1L - - = et ! ona SAUT EE RSABN Y
Lung, Bronchus F 6 - = b R
Malimant Heoplosm, B - - - - - - = = = = = -
Breast F 8 - - o g - = 1 L 72 3 -
Malignant Neoplasm, * %
1 F 2 - - - = = e e 2
Uterus
Uelignant Neoplasm, 9 d - TR I =
Prostate
Loulenda u - - - - - 1 - - - - - =
F ol - —_ — - - - - -— - -
Other Malipnent M 14 - - - 1 - = = 4 X5
Neoplasms F 12 - - =7 = SR LESRIT SR (8 - R S
Bendgn and Un- Moo - - - - e pim . e ae
specified Neoplasms F = - - - = -, =
Diabetes Mellitus M 6 - - = = Jm o mee a
Other Endocrine M - - - S e e
etc., Ddseasncs P 4 - - e Sl . 2 gt =
Anaemias M - - - - = o - = = - —
F 1 b - = -_ - - - - - 1 —_
Mental Disorders [ | - - - - - = = o= q - =
P - - - - — - - - - - - -
Multiple Bcleroais M 1 - - - = P T | = U
P 2 - B - = TR e
Other Diseases of M1 - - - - oo ol = R
Hervous System F 1 - = = - - - = = - - 9
Chronie Rheumatic M 2 - - - - il T T SN -
Heart Diseasea F 2 - - - - - - - - - - E
Hypertonsive ul L - - = - - - = = 4 1 )
Discase P 7 - - - e e i - 3 ab
Ischaemic Heart M 72 - - - = -. = = 6 9 30 27
Disease F L - - - = -k s g T RSO
Other forms of M 23 - - - —; i~ = o = 1 11 1
Heart Disease F 19 - - - - - e e i
Cerebrovascular M 30 - - - = = o= o= L kA8
Diseasec P 42 - - - - - = = 2 6 U 30
Other Diseases of H 5 - = = = FEC O =
Circulatory System F 8 - - = - 4 e o= o BB



Under &4 wecks i
CAUSES OF DEATH SEX ALl L & under 1- 5- 15- 25~ 35- L5 55 75~
inmtﬂ+j fpea Weoks 1 year

Influenen L - - = = 1 = == o
oL - - - - S e i SR = 2
Preumenda T - 1 - = m oeabesingl [ig 3 03
e =k == == dmaflend gl 5 L
Bronchitis and M 0 - - - - = = = &= '@ 3 5
Emphysema P& ~ — = = A e TR - o
Asthma N 2 - - - 4 Sty an - Saldsnotal = =
;- I = = == = e
Other Discases of . - - - - et~ i~ s [l |
Respirstory System F 2 - - - - - e = = = G
Peptic Uleer w2 - - - - = = ohweebEata 4
S | - - - = == g = el o=
Intestinal Chatruc—- W 1 - - o e R T e
tion & Hernda P 1 - = — - R o = - 1
Gizrrheosis aof . = - - = = = o= ST s
Li"iEI‘ _F 1 -_ — —_ - -— - - 1 - = —
Other Dissases of | ] = = - - L R P s
Digestive System P35 - - = = ot B e e e
ﬂ&p.iu:itis m M 1 - - - - = = - - 1 - -
Nephrosis L R | - - - - g L =t e L =
Other Diseases, N 1 - - = = T T T — e B
Gend to-Urinary E 2 - - - - = o B =T M)
System
Diascaaes of Sldn, M 4 - - - = e = e~ e TR
Subcutanecus Tissue P 2 - - - - - S = i
Discases of Musculo- M - - - - - T DS I e S . =
Skoletal System oL - = = — o o e i L
Congenital - R = 1 =i e - = = = = = -
Ancmalies B3 2 - = 4 = R
Symptoms & T11 N 2 - - - - - = 9 e
Defined Conditions T A - - = = N e o it AP
Motor Vehicle H 5 = = s B Renouedh vRtdosmle 4
Rﬂ-ﬂiﬂm‘bﬂ F - - - - - - - - - - - -
All other ¥ X - - 1 - 4 R = e 1
Aecidents F = - - - A T R
Suicide and Self- u 2 - - - - - = q - o = -
Inflicted Injuries F 2 - - SRR P (] QT e N PRI

A A D B TR T 0 SN TRl il g

TORAL ALL CAlSEs: M &8 - 1 Bitls o oot ' Blovhs (407 30092 97

F 211 2 - - 1 - 2 2 43 23 L8420
POIAL TOTAL: 459 2 4 L S I e e
L e ]

- 5 =



DNQUESTS ON RESTIEITS

Gauses of Death Males
AcE ta

Pedal Cyclists =
Cor Aceident 1
Farm Tractor ¥ |

i sirocution

from overhead wires : 4
Suffocaption at home,. -
Self Neglect st Home 1
Suicide

Borbiturate -
Falling cf¥s cliff G |
Hanging 1
CO. Punez from car 1

Upen Verdict

- R N

Rosd Accident b |

Couse of death

not aacertained 1
Total -9

DFICTIOUS DISRASES

all
mele)

- 2 2
- - 1
- - 'I
- 1

1 4
= - '1
2 - 2
= - 4
- - 1
- - i

I
b=
Bl

The following Teble shows the notifications of infectious diseases

in the District during the ysar:-
DISEASE

Heasles

Dysentoery

Secerlet Fever
Whooping Cough
Infective Jaundice

Tuberculosis ﬁ Respiratory
b) Meninges & C.N.S5.
c] Other forms
Dipherdia
Tetanus

Acute Heningitis
Acute Encephalitis Eag Infective
b) Post Infecticms
Cphthalpin Neonatorum .
Acute Poliomyelitis 5&.; Paralytic
b) Hon=-paralytic
Leptospirosis
Paratypheid Fever
Typhoid Fever
Pood Poisoning
Malaria
Leprosy.

Totel Cascs notified

in
Ll =1 11 =it o

Uy E=0n rog 1



LOCAL, HEALTH AUTHORITY SERVICES
The County Council, as the Local Health Authority, is responsible

for the provision of a musber of personal Health Services, mainly comected

with maternity and child welfare, the Schocl Health Service and mental

health.

Child Hea,im Clinics arc held in twelve Villages in the District,

i [=] shm*taﬁa of water supplies was reported from any part of the

Every Parish has a piped main water supply and 13,330 houses ere
supplied directly in this wmy by the Bristeol Waterworks Company. However
althouph every parish hasz a mein water supply, not every house can be
supplied directly from the mains and there are still 86 houses in the
Distriet relying on other sowrees. Two are supplied from a main water
standpipe, fifty four depend on wells, twenty on springs and ten depend
on collect®d . rain water, During the yeor a piped supply was
substituted flor 4 well supply.

Bacteriological and chemiecal sampling of public supplies is carried
out by the Bristol Watervorks Company, but some individusl sampling is
2lsc done by the Council's Public Health Departrment. The result of
such sampling are given in the Heport of the Chief Public Helath Inspector.
SEFAGK, DISFOSAL

i a] During the year worl was comploted on:-

Hark Sewerapge Scheme H £26,000
Axbridge comections, ctc. H £4..000
Wedmore comnections etc. : £2,000
Hill Lea Gerdens. : £800

b) In progress:

Brent Mrea Sewsrage Scheme - Fhase 1
furrent Contract i £2L5,208 - Completion 4 974
(4 further £145,000 is anticipated for contributions to Burnham
U.D.C, a]md Bridgewatcr R.D.C. in connection vwith this Phase and
Phesc 2),.

2, Future Proposals (in order of priority)

£3,000

ug Caravan Club Sewer, Berrow (under construction)
£530,000

b) Kewstoke/Congresbury Sewage Dispvosal Scheme
Eubmittﬁﬂ. tﬂ DIﬂIEi = Jml 19‘?5

Cheddar Valley Sewage Disposal Scheme - Phase i = £561,500 = 1974L/76
Vrington Surface Vater - £8,000 - 1974/75
Wrington - Viest Hay Road - Sewer Extension - 84,000 - 1974%/75

Brent Area Sewerage - Phase 2 - Cost not yet estimated
Cheddar Valley Sewagc Disposal Scheme - Phase 2 - £301,500 -~ 1975/78

[1=Ble S oA =Tl






ANNUAL  HEPCHT

of the
CHIZF PUBLIC IEALTH INSFECTOR

1212
To: IHE CHAIRNAN AND MEMBFRS OF THE

AXPRIDGE RURAL DISIRICT COUNGIL
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen

I have the honour to subrit the Annwal Report for the Year 1372:-

HOUSTHG

Progress continuss to be made in dealing with sub-standerd houses,
but if the Government's cbjective of the elimination of all unfit
houses within 10 years is to be achieved, whilst in the same perdiod
every family is to have svailable all the standard amenities; then an
accelerated programme will be required.

During the year 27 houses were made fit and 4 demolished.

IMPROVEMENT GRANTS

The mumber of enguiries contimies to run at 2 high level, and
during the year 61 applications were approved for works to full discretionary
grant standard and 17 approved for the installation of standard amenities.

This means that £376,937 has been paid towards the improvement of
1,147 dwellings since the Grant scheme began, and in 20 years 18.6%
of the existing houses in the District have benefited from an Improvement
Grant.

In only 2 ecares throughout the year was this necessary, 1 Closing
Order being made and 4 Undertaling aceepted not to use premises for human
hebitetion until made fit.

T applications for Qualifiecation Certificates were receiwved of which
L were prented.

During 1972 there were no cases of statutory cvercrowding on the
Register,

CARAVAITS and CANPTING

Licensed caravan sites (more than 1 van) now muber 7 residential
and 69 holiday, with permitted numbers respectively of 420 and 3,322
vans. There are 9 licensed tented sites (325 tents), 18 exempted sites
(5% vans) and 29 unlicensed sites (390 tents, 98 vans).

: At the height of the holiday season the caravan parks and camping
gitea therefore house some 15,000 people, a very simificant increase
in the population of the District. It was again noted that demand for

transit caraven pitches still exceeds the supply.



FOID  CCNTROL

Routine inspections of all types of food premises were carried
out during the year with a view to contimued improvement in the standards
of storage, display, handling etc.

There was a satisfactory response to the informal approach of the
Inspectors, and no statutory procecdings were instituted.

Particulars of the various types of food premises in the District
are given below:-

Food Premises in Area No,. of
(excluding registered Premises
dairy promises)

£.  Tood Manufacturing Premises
Edible Fat Refinery
Cheas StrasFactory
Chesse Factordies
Bakers
Fickle Factory

= o Py = =

B. olesalers
Grocngroocrs
Deiry Produco
Confoctioners
Grocers
Cheese Depot

C. BRetail 8

-
nBw BRG

Grocers

Confoctionors

Butchers

Fishmongers & Grecngrocers
(combined)

Groengrocers

Dairies

D. Catering Premiscs (including
Sciool Meals and Licensed
FPrenises

1t

E. Premises registered uer the
provisions of Sec. 40
Food 2 Drugs Act, 195 (Sxcluding
premises used for the Manufacture
Storage and Sale of Ice Cream

Sausage making 12
Fish Frying 6

UNSOUND _ FOOD

L compleints of mould in food were investigated, and advice on
stock-rotation given to shopkeepers.

In the list below of unsound food surrendered for safe disposal,
the bulk of the canned and other foods are goods found dameged on
delivery to the large wholesale grocery depot in the Distriet :-

Canned foods =13 owka, 84 1bs.
Canned mests - 4 owh, 35 "
Meat at retail premises . (I i
FProzen foods - b "
Other foods - HoH - 47 W

e



MEAT

The 2 private slauphtcrhouses in the District continued
in cperation, and neocssary structurs]l repairs and re-decoration
were achieved. All food animals killed were ingpected by Fublic
Health Inspectors for fitness for human consumption, and the following
table pives detajils:-

i S . Gattlc. A e B B e R W R
excluding Cows Calwves GCheep Figs
Cows -
Humber kKlled 96 - N4l 30 207
Number inspected o6 - - HO 207
ALl disenses:
Whole carcases condemned - - - - -
Carcases of which aome o e i) e
part or organ wes condemned 12 - L, 11 1L
Percentage of the number
inspected affected with _
discase 12.50 - - 3,50 B4 7%
Weight of meat eondemned 139 - - 6l B8l
(in 1bs.)
e e e e ——— e = rop e Preroecnere
ICE CREAH

There is 1 registered Mamufacturer of' Ice Cream tmrrrplete cold mix
process, and 189 premises 1registered for storage and sale.

6 samples of soft Ice Cream were sent for bactericlogical examination.

MILK

e

There arc 5 registered Dairies and 116 premises registered for the
diztribution of Milk. :

The Medical Officer of Hoalth served 2 notices under the Milk and
Dairies Regulations requiring the pesteurisation of untreated supplies
from cattle infected with Brucella Abortus.

WATER

Bach of the sources of chlorinated meins supply to the District
was regularly examined for bacterial purity, and 2ll 49 samples were
satisfactory., The County Analyst reported after chemical analysis
that all supplies were free from plumbo-solvency and other harpful
contamination.

18 samples of water were talten for bactericlogical examination

from private premises not receiving a supply from the public mains;
2 of these samples proved to be unsatisfactory.

- % -



HETUSE GOLLOCTION and DISFOSAL
Pollowing work study by the Somerset County Council Manapgement
Services Unit, an inceptive bonus scheme of payment for the direct
labour employees wes introduced early in the year. There were savings
in both staff and vehicles, but those wers offset to some extent by

lorge increesses in the numbers of bins put out for collection tlwroughout
the District.

Disgposal of ordinery houschold refuse is to the contrelled tip at
Axbridge, whilst bulky refuse is tipped in the Bamwell Quarry.

Fuaber of Refuse Vehicles 6 (+2 s'l:ﬂ.nﬂ.-by']
in operation 1 for hulky refuse

Estimated amount of refuse
collected during the year 12,725 Tons

Total amount of salvaged
material disposed of
during the year:-—

Cwtas. Ors. L. .
(=) Non-ferrous lietals 10 - Lo, 00
(b) Rags 18 2 14. 25
(c) Batteries - - 12« (00

CLIVIC AIFNITIES ACT

A car-breaker, opersting on a lpase in part of Barwell Quarry, i=s
contracted to remove and dispose of cars cbandoned in the District.
30 wehicles were dealt with in this way, but the legal Toomalities
azzocisted with the actual sbandonment and the tracing of ovmers tend
to moke it o long dravm-out procedure.

CLEAT ATR ACT

Garden bonfires continue to be a sourec of confliet between .
neighbours, but the amoke is usually an annoyance rather than a
astatutory ouisance.  In 1 case of smoke from the burning of trade refuse,
informal notice resulted in the provision of 2 smokeless incinerater.

1 applicaticn for the approval of chimney height was dealt with.

NOISE ABATEMENT ACT

5 complaints of nodse miisance were roccived during the year,
3 being confirmed and remedied following informal aoction.

The barking of dogas can be a problem in an area with 6 animal
boarding establishments. Unmuf'fled pneumatic drills and compressors
also gave rise to complaints, but the Statutory Undertaldngs, whilst
exempt from procecdings under the Act, are usually co-cperative.

-l -






QFFICES, SHOPS & RATINAY PREMISES ACT, 1963

The following is a copy of the report submitted to the Minister of
Labour for the year ending ¥ st December, 1972:-

A. Registration and General Inspections

No. of Total No. Ho. of registered
premises of registercd premises receiving
Class of Premiscs registered premises at gensral inspections

during Year end of Year during Yesr

Ll i e . A N O A S i it i~ i W Y . - e eiiersin P ————

Offices > 76 28
Retail Shops L 132 Fi
fholesale Bhops, Warehouses - | i

Catering establishments open
to the public, Canteens 1 L 35
Fuecl Storapgs Depota = = =
ALS: 8 | 144

S e e

o e g m L e ——— ——— - }
<. Number of Visits of all kirds by Inspectors :
Yo Repgistered Premises 155

C. Analysis of persons smployed in Registered
Fremises by Workplace

Offieces 575
Retail Shops 327
Whelesale Departments, Warehouscs 53
Catering establishments open to the public 250
Centeens 18

Fuel Storage Depots 2

. Meles: 527
TOTAL: 1,227 FPemales: 700
D. Exemption (relating to sll classes of premises)
Space, Temperature, :iamitgg cnveniences, Washing Pacilities
Ho. of exemptions current at 3 .42.72 Wil
Wo. of exempticns granted cr extended dwring year Nil
No. of applications refused or cxemptions - Nil
withdravn during year
No, of cases where employees opposed application Wil
No. of Appeals to Court made Wil
No. of Appeals to Court allowed Nil
E. Progecutions
Prosccoutions instituted of which the
hearing was completed in the Year il
F. Humber ctors appointed under
Section or. (5) of the Act ;-
Number_of other Staff cmployed for most of
their time on work in connection with the Act il
ACCTILENTS

All 5 accidents notificd during the year were of a minor mature, 2 being
investigated and informal adviec Eiw:n.



EACTORIES _ACT

Eﬂﬁ%ﬁ.@.ﬂ.&% on the tration
of the Factories Act, 1

Part I of the Act
1. INSEECTIONS for purpose of provisions of health
= o e 7 Nu;ﬁu_:rj: 2 >
Nugber on Written
Premises Register Inspections Notiges
{i} F&ctﬂriua in which sections
132,35, & 6 are to be en-
Forced by Local Authorities 3 1 Wil
{ii) Tactories not included in (i)
in which Scection ¥ iz enforced
by the Local Authority 88 &3 Wil
(iii) Other premises in which Section
7 is enforced by the Local
Luthority (cnclnﬁ.ingt
Outworkers' Premises) B L Hil
TOTALG: 29 68 Wil

o B . e

2. QCases in which DEFECTS werc found

Nusber of cases in which deflects were found

Found Remedied  Referred :
To H . By H.M,
Insp. Insp.
Want of Cleanliness (51) = - - =
Overcrowding (32) - - = =
Unrcascnable temperature (33) - = - =
Inadequate ventilation (S4) = o o i
Ineffective drainage of floors (36) - = -, -
Sanitary Conveniences (S7)
(a) Insufficient 1 1
%b; Tnauitable or defective 2 b = -
Not separate for sexes - - = =
Other offences against the Aet
{not including offences - = = -
relating to Qutwork)
TOTALS 3 3 = 1

I ERER Ty X = iR

BARD VIIT of the Act (Qutwork Scctions 133 & 134)

fo. of out- Ho of cases Ho. of prose— No.of instances
workers in of defanlt in eutions for of work in un-
Aupnst 1ist sending lists failure to wholaaoms
required by to the Council supply lists premises
e .SEG-'! 33(i)(1c)
VWig making 1 Hil Wil il
Dressing Dolls 23 il Hil Nil
Glove making i Nil Wil Wil
False Eyelashes 2 Hil il Wil
A1l other
Classifications Nil Nil Nil il
TOTATS = 27 Hil Nil Wil

-7 -






