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IVEANT MORTATITY

Canges of Under 1=7 1=4 Total 14=3 36 f=3 9-12 Total under
Death 1 day deys wks, under miths moths nmnths mnths 1 year
1

month
Frematurity 2 - 4 3 - = = = 3
Conzenital
heart disease - 1 - 1 - 1 - - 2
Birth Injury - 1 - 1 - - = = 1
hephyxda due to
nriGe=partam
noemorrhage. 1 - - 1 - - - = 1

After correction for transferable deaths, seven children (6 boys
2ol 1 girl) under the age of one year, died in 1957, This is three less than in 1956
2l zives an Infant Mortality Rate of 18,0 per 1,000 live births as compared with
230 for the whole of England and Walea, Five of the seven deaths were due to
prematurity or congeniSel malformations.

VAR SUEPLLES,

Due 1o drought and the large influx of hﬂ].:l.ﬂ&y makers, there werse
brliel water dhordapes durdng parts of the holiday season in the Parishes of Brean and
J-:';.":cf As in 1956, supplementary water was obtained by means of emergency filtration

xits and a booster. purp was employed in the Brean abd Berrow area, Work was commenced
n the rew supply main fo this area and it is expected that this will provide encugh
'.'rr;':r %0 meet all the needs of this strip of comst for many years to coms,

m‘&r_;." parizh has a piped water supply and 8,350 houses representing
: “-:r‘“u.a.tlm of 29,802 are supplied from the public moins, Eight houses representing
; oploocatain wnter from standpipes. 215 houses rely on other sources for water
cIipdye | During the year a piped supply was given to nine houses in place of a well

FUDDIY s
The following extensions or improvements were started in 1957 1=
Charterhouse Water Supply (including bulk supply
o Clutton R.D.GC.) £37,988,
Replacemen’ of defective main at Brean and Berrow, £22,428,
The Council® = Water Undertaking was transferred to the Bristol Waterworks
Company on 1st, April, 1958, and it is exgected that this Company will carry on and
Leprove $je exeellent work which the Diatriet Council has so ably done over the pest
Fears,
Samples of water, both treated and untreated, are collected at

repular intermmls for bactericleogical examinatisn, The resulta of such sampling are
giren in the Report of, the Chief Public Health Inspector,
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With %the rapid increase in the residential population of the District,
and the even more repid increase inthe summer population due to the influx of
holiday visitors, there are many parts of the Distriet, especially alcng the cocastal
belt which ¢an no longer be conzidered as "raral" in the true sense of the word,
The.parishes of Brean and Berrow and Kewstoke are especially affected by this
summer inorease in population, ard although water supplies and existing-methods of
aewage disposal may be adequate for the permanent residents in winter time, they may
become ccmpletzly inadequate in the summer months, Problems of water supply have
been largely overcome and the most urgent problem now iz sewage disposal, Much of
the. land used for caravan sites is too low lying -to allow for adequate socakaways
for.effluents from septic tank and other similar types of sewage treatment plant,
and .great difficulty is being met in finding suitable land for the disposal of °
cesspit contents,

Yet, many of the villages in the Distriect also need adegquate sewage
disposal systems, and the task of trying to decide priorities is certainly not an
EASY One,

HOUSING,

The nurber of new houses erected by the Local Authority during the year
was 112, compared with 87 in 1956, 124 houses were completed by private enterprise
compared with 4100 in 1956, The number of families re-housed during the year was
165 and the number of houses still reguisitioned are 2, The rnumber of applicants
for Council Housez at the end of 1957 was 385, There is only one hutment oocupied
by a family.

Granis epproved under the Housing fet, 1949 to improve sub-standard
houses increased during the year and some good work is being done in preventing
such houses from falling into a atate of complete disrepair, Details of the scheme
are given in the Report of the Chief Public Health Inspector.

The Pollowing table summarises the progress of housingduring the

year t-

Houses Houses in course Ca

erented of erection at flats and

in 1957 end of year 1957

Ferm Tempc Farm FPerm

Local Auwthority 12 - 29 L -
Private Enterprise 124 - 78 - -

236 ey 107 ko i

Legember
1957 :

Number of houses owned by the Council. 4 504 1389
Number of houses requisitioned by the Council, 2 2
Nurber of hutments administered by the Council, 1 7
Number of applicants for Council Houses. 385 362
Warber of families re-housed during the year, 165 169

The muber of post-war houses erected by the Local Authority up to
the end of 1957 is 983 plus L flats, and the programme for 1958 provides for the
erection of 45 howmes,



INFECTIOES DISEASES,

Measles was the only notifiable disease which reached epidemic
proportions in 1957, but the mumber of cases notified was less than half the number
notified in the 1955 epidemic. There was alsoc an increase in the mumher of cases
of Whooping Cough notified, and it has been noted before that Measles and Whooping
Cough seem to comé together,

Two cases of Poliomyelitis ocourred in the Distriet in 1957. Both
were adult men, one being a wisitor on holiday from South Wales and the other a
local resident, Both suffered from severe paralysis,

Asian influenza arrived in the District in the late autumn, but
although it produced a conziderable mumber of casualties, my impression was that the
incidence was not as high as in other parts of the ciéuntry. The majority of cases
was comparatively mild and recovered guickly,.

The following table shows the notifications of inflecti-us diseases
in the Digtrict dwring the year :=

E

Disease - Cases admitted Total

1o Isolation Deaths
Hospital

-
e
g,

Meagles

Soarlatina

Diphtheria

Enteric and Paratyphoid Fever
Puerperal Fyrexia
Orhthalmia Neonatorum
Meningococcal Infection
Dysentery

Whooping Cough ;
Acute Primry Pneumonia %
Aoute Infhienzal Pneumonda
Acute Poliomyelitis

Acute Encephalitis

Typhodd Pever

Erysipelas .

Food Poisconing
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TUBZRCUIOSIS.

Seventeen now cases of pulmonary tubsroulosis and dwo cases of non-
pulmonary tuberculosis were notified during the year, but as I have pointed out
alsewhere there were no deaths due to this ecause during the year, The number of cases
on the Regiater at the end of the year was :-

MamrmT_@Er‘ ; Hnmﬁﬂm% Tobal
& gmale’ liale emale Male Fepale

63 72 & x g 69 B4
B:0. G VACCINATION.

B.C.G Vaccination is a method of raising the immmity of individuals
to tubemulosis,and in 1956 it was dseided to offer vmcoination to all children in
the County born in 19435, In the NHerth-West Somerset Divisional fArea the parents
of 342 ohildren accepted the offer, 101 of these children were in the Axbridge
Rural Distriet. A preliminsry skin test - Heaf Test - was made on all children
first to determine whether any had already received some infection with tuberculosis,
The "negative " reactors were then vacecinated, whilst the "positive" reaotora apd
their family contacts were offered the opportunity of further investigation at the
Chest Clinic, 88 of the 101 children in the Axbridge area were vaccinated,

l-lg—r



DIPHTHERTA TMMUNISATICN

Again there were no cases of diphtheria motified during 1957, the
1ast to cecur in the District being in 1946, Immunisation against diphtheria by
private doctors and in Infant Welfare Clinics continued throughout the year and
228 children under 5 years of age received primary immunisation, 50 children in
the age group 5 = 14 years received primary immunisation and 180 children under
the age of 15 years received reinforcing doses,

POLIOMYELITIS IMEMISATION

On 1y small supplies of poliomyelitis waccine were awailable during
1557, and 59 children received it during the year,

VACCTHATTON AGATNST SMALIPOX.

The following table shows the mumber Gf pecple vaccinated or
revaccinated by private general practitioners,

Under i Year 2 =L Yrs, 5 =14 Yrs, 15 ¥rs or TOTAL

{1 Year Cwer

Pll R'l Pl- Hi Pj H. Pj R.. P... R‘ F- Rﬁ
114 = 2 - & 9 11 1 9 18 142 20

= Primary Vaccination
R. = Revaooination,

HOSPITALS, CLINICS ETC.

Hogpital facilities for general medical and surgical cases are
available for patients in the Rural District at Bristol, Weston-super-Mare and
Burnham—én-Sea, Since 1949, cases of infectious diseasds have been admitted mainly
%o Ham Grecn Hospital, Bristol, but a few from the southern part of the district
are admitted to Ta;mh:m Isolation Hospital.,. ©Shute Shelve Hospital, which was
originally the Infecticus ! iseases Hospital, wes used for some time for tuberculosis,
but now takes post-cperative cases from Bristol ard Westonwsuper-Mare, Functiconing
as such, it plays & very valuable role in increasing the number of petients being
'l:-rn:ated in such hospitals as the Weston-super-ifare General Hospital, and thus
helps to reduce the hospital walting list,

Ilex Lodge Hospital in Axbridee and Drove Hoad Hospital in Weston=
super-Mare are meeting a great need in helping to provide for the chronic sick,
and for elderly and infirp patients, but even sith these hospitals the needs of
the District are still much greater than the available beds can deal withe Too
many old people who are ill are being mursed in unsatisfactory conditions at homes
The population of Axbridge Rural District and Weston-supcr-Mare has a higher
proportion of old people than many other parts of the country and the problem of
dealing with the sick old persons will become greater as the years passe Although
the home nursing and home help services are of great benefit to these old pecple
in their own homes, more beds are required in hogpitals for dealing with many who
cannot be mirsed satisfactorily at homes

Maternity cases who require admission to hospital either on medical
or sccial grounds are admitted to various maternity hospitals in Bristol, Clevedon,
Weaton-super-Mare, Bridgwater or Wells,

Infant Welfare Clinics are held at J'sﬁr.i.dga, Cheddar, Winscombe,
Bamvell, Hutton, Kewstoke, "rington and Congresbury,
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Statutory Aotion under the Prowvisions of
The Housing Acts,

During the year, statutory action undsr the provisions of Section 11
of the Housing Act, 1936 and of Section 16 of the Housing Act, 1957 was instituted
in respect of 27 dwellings, The result of such action is summarised as follows :=

Cazes under consideration at 31,12,56. 20
During 1957,
Demolition Orders made. i ; 1

Undertakings accepted not to use premises
for human habitation until made fity 3

Undertakings accepted to make premises fit, L

Cages under consideration at 31.12,56. 11

OVERCROWDING,

On the 31st. December, 1357 there was 1 case of statutory overorowiing
on the register, '

MOVEABIE DWELLINGS,

The total mmber of moveable dwellings permitted on licensed sitea
only exceeds last yeaps figure by 16, Individual moveable dwellings licensed
show an increase of 17.

The murber of caravans used for living purposes rose grom 157,
accommodating 371 persons, to 182 accommodating 430, Residential oaravans cccupied
by families with children totalled 63 compared with 51 in 1956. ;

It is impossible not to feel concerned at the growing number of families
with children living in caravans, Whether or not a caravan should be regarded as
sub=standard living accommodation is hotly debated, If, however, caravans are not
4o be mo regarded then it would seem, by implieation, that the average amall family
house is excessively lavish in such matters as floor space, ceiling heights,drainage
and sanitary facilities, :

Where Tamily life in carawans is concerned there are also such ocmmsiderations
as lack of privacy and inadequate facilities for children to do homework, Where
partitioning exists in caravans it is usually insufficient to achieve any degree of
sound proofing.

Number of camping sites licensed during
the year, 56

Total number of moveable dwellings
permitted on these sites, 1,769

Total murher of individusl mowvezble
dwellings licensed, 55
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FDOD | PHEMISES,

The general standard of foo premises in the District has continued
to improve, All these premises have now been provided with adequate hand-waghing
facilities -ith the exception of about half a dozen premises which will need the
District Councilts formal consideration in the coming year,

The fitting of refrigerated display counters in flood shops is now
becoming commplace, Th- importance of this development in keeping meat and meat
products coel and protected cannct be over-emphasised,

The leading hoteliers and inn-keepers in the District are second to
none in their appreciation of the need for hygienic conditions in refreshment
houses and their premises siand comparison with the best in any other branch of
the food trade in the District, Many inns have not kept pace with moderm hygienic
reguirementa, MNo one would suggesat a garish conversion of attractive cold inns but
whilst there is every justification for retainding the essential features of time
mellowed bars and lounges there is none for retaining antique sinks and other
appliances and neglecting to provide such necessary facilities as adequate hot
water systems, IExosllent work has been dene by one or two of the more progressive
brewers but it is considered that the time has come when this modernisaticn

programme could very well be sxpedited,

Particulars of the various types of food premises in the District
are given below 31—

Nunber of Food Fremises in jrea
I_EELEEE registered dairy premises)

fe Is] Promises,

b ‘Bdible Fat Refineries 2
Cheese Straw Factory 1
Cheese Faclories 2
Balkers 12
Sof't Drinks Factory 1

B, Hetail Shops
Groocers 123
Confecticners 3
Butchers _ e 21
Fishmongers & Creengrocers

(combined) L
Creengrocers 9
Dairie= . b

C, Catering Premises (including licensed 143

premises)

D, iztared the sicna

of Section 1 the Food & g Aot.

celuding premises used for the
manufacture, storage and sale of ice cream)

Saugape malking y 12
Fish frying 3
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MEAT _INSPECTION

The three slaughterhouses licensed in the District following the

decontrol of slaughtering continued in cperation throughout the year.

The following table gives particulars of carcases and offal inspected
and condemned in whole or in part during the year i=

Cattle Comr Calves BSheep Pips Horses
and
Tampsa
Number killed 252 80 3L ‘!,163 BO2 -
Number inspected 232 80 3L 1,163 802 -
411l diseases except Tuberculoszis
and Cysticerci.
Whole carcases condemned - - - - 4 -
Carcaszes of which =cme part
or organ was condemned 80 L9 1 33 93 »
Percentage of the nurber
inspected affected with
digease other than
tuberoulosis and eysticerei 345 B3 ' 2.9 2.8 1.7 -
Tuberculosis only,
Whole carcases condemned 1 - = - - -
Carcases of which some part
or organ was oondemned, 11 20 = - 32 -
Percentage of the nunber
inspected affected with
tuvberculosis, el 25,0 - - L0 -
Cysticercosis.
Carcases of which some part
or orgen was condemned 1 1 - - - -
Carcases submitted to
treatment by refrigeration - - - - - -
Generalised and totally
mmmﬂ' - — - - - ] -
Weight of meat condemned (in 1bs,) for i=
(a) Tuberculosis 810 638 - - 329 -
(b) Cysticercosis 28 28 - - - e
(c) Other LEE 497 1 39%  305% =
Total (in 1bs,) condemned 15326F 1,163 1 39 63h% -
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RODENT _ CONTROL. ¥ |

The following is a copy of the amnual return submitted to the Mindstry of
Agriculture, Fisheries & Food, which gives details of rodent control work carried
out in the District during the 12 months ending 31st Mareh, 1958,

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY FESTS A[?I'EI 13L9,
REFORT FOR 12 MONTIG st s 1958,

TiFE OF FROFERTY

: Mon=Agricul tural
Local Dwelling A1l other Total  Agric-
Authority  Houses (inc, business of Cols, ultural
(inc, Council  premises,) 1,2 &
HI:M.HES,} 3
11 2. 5*
I, HNo. of properties in
Local Authority's ;
District, 20 857 Sl 9,135 950
I, WNo. of properties ] i
inspected as a
result of :
(a) Wotification 1 T 4 79 b
(b) Survey under the
lot, 15 84,0 142 967 3t
(e) Otherwise(e.g.
when wvisited
primarily for L 260 184 LAE . i
some other purpose) iR ; i a
ITL. Total inspections
carrded out = ine,
re-inspections, L8 244, 298 2,790 650
IV. No. of properties
inspected (in Ses,
II) which were
found to be infested
bY = (Major 1 P 5 3 8
(a) Rats Em.rmg 12 = A 2’% 436 #
Ha.;}nr; - 20 I N EE
(b) Mice (Minor 1 16 18 1 ;

Ve No. of infested
properties (in
Sec,IV) treated
by .the Lails 14 405 11 A3 24 »
28

VI. Total treatments
carried ont inc,
ro=treatments, 29 LJ0 11 50

VII, Mo, of notices served
under Seculs of the Aot:

(a) treatment - - = - =
(b) structural work
L= i - - - - -

default action was taken
following the issus of a
notice under Sec.k of the Aok,

I Legal Proceedings, = - = = =
X. Ho. of "Blook" ocontral
schemes carried outu 16 = - - -

PR










