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SEX AND AGE DISTRIBUTION OF DEATHS, 1 .

Ages at Death in Yesrs:i-

e figuresin brackets are those of 1952).

kales.
Under 4 6 (6)
4 %o 9 2 (2)
10 to 24 5 (2)
25 to Li 7 (6)
45 to 64 27 (47)
65 to 69 20 (22)
Total under 70 years &7 (85)
70 to Th 28 (13)
75 to 79 30 (26)
80 to B8y 25 (15)
&85 to &9 13 (8)
90 to 9L 2 (3)
95 te 99 .
100 & over - -
Total over 70 years 98 (65)
— IBB (150)

MATERNAL MORTALITY .

INFANT WMORTALITY.

Females. Total.
T 03] 13 (=]
= 3] 2 (5)
1 k20 6 (u)
6 (7) § 35
16 (26) 43 (73)
20 (12) 40 (34)
50 (53} st as]
17 (18) 45 (31)
37 (36) 67 (64)
25 (26) 48 (u1)
16 (16 3 (29)
8 (8) 10 (11)
3 (3 3 uE)
1 - R
107 (110) 205(175)
T T I (163) 3Z(313)

There were no deaths during the year from maternal causSes.

Cause ot
death

Under
1 Day

1=7
Days

1-L. Total 1-3

1
lienth

S

=9 =12 TDEal
Weeks under Months Honths hontha Months uhﬁer

Year.

Asphyxia

leonatorum

Prematurity
Erythroblastosis?

Congenital

Heart Disease
Atelectasis
Asphyxiation,

Accidental
Whooping Cough

1
)

.1.

|

= 1
- ? -
1

I
e

e N

-

Total:
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Adlllals  EheORT

OF THE

CHIEF SANTITARY INSPECTOR
1953.

CHaIRilAH AND WMEMBERS OF THE
AXERIDGE RURAL DISTRICT COULCIL.

Mr. Chairman, Mrs. Greenhill and Gentlemen,

I hawve the honour to subuit my amnual kegort ror the
.TEEI'- 19531

HOUSING .

The Year 1953 marks a turning poiat, in the post war
period, in the preblem of the =sub-standard house. The restrictive
influence of building licensing gave way Lo the encouragement

provided by the extensive publicising of improvement grants.

These grants are particularly ettractive to the umnenf
oecupier. It is obvious that many a sitting tewant of the older
type of house 1s dissatisfied with the lack of modern amenities
in his home. The cost of building or weguiring a satisfactory
house is, in many csases, beyond his means and he has accordingly
regarded the tenancy of & council house as the only practicable
means of improving his housing circumstances. If the property
he occuples is fundamentzlly sound, aund he is able to acquire it
at a reascneble figure, the assistance of an improvement grant
may make the provision of a satisfsctory home an economic
proposition for such a man, a home meoreover, in which he can
take that pride which only ounership can bring,

From the table given below it will be seen that more
applicaticons for improvement grants were approved in this District
during the year 1953 than during the whole of the preceding 3
years. From the number of enguiries which were coming in towards
the end of the year it is obvious that improvement grants will
tend to play an increasingly important part in the reconditicning
of sub-stahdard houses.

Impfnvgﬁeﬁt Grants.

Heceived. APproved. ngected.
Position at 31.12.52. 5 apulications 3 applicutiocons 2 applications
(7 premises) (4 premises) {3 premises)
Applications deslt with !
during 1953, 7 applications & applications 4 application
8 premises) (6 premises) (2 premises)
POa;tion at 3 .12:55a 12 applicatione 9 applications 3 applications
(15 premises) (10 premises) (5 premises)

&

The average cost of improvements per dwelling approved
was £534. :



Rural Housing Survey.

The position at the end of the year was as follows:—

ustimated number of dwelling-houses to be surveyed

(Lees 2ll those of {16 rateable wvalue and under

excluding private dwelling-houses erected sinﬂe

1930 and Council Houses). 4,055

Humber of properties surveyed (total to
31 st. December.l953). 3,663 90.%

Number of properties found to be satisfactory -
in all respects. {Category 1) L20 11.5

Number of properties found to have minor
defepts. (Category 2) LB8 13.%%

Number of properties requiring repair opr
structural alteratiomn, Eﬂategnry 3) ‘2,366 Bh.6H

Number of properties uniit for hsbitation and
incapeble of repair at reasonable cost.

(Category 5) 389 10.6%

During the year a total of 18 surveyed houses has been made
fit as the result of informal or formal action, msking a total
of Eghsuch houses made fit since the comnencement of the survey
in 1 I-

Category 2 9

L] _3 2l

i 5 E 5
i

OVLRCROWDIIG .

On the 31st. Decenber., 1953 there were 9 cases of statutory
overcrowding on the register.

IOVEAELE DWELLINGS.

Once again the total number .of licensed camping sites, and the
maximum number of moveable dwellings permitted thereon, shows

very little change from the previous year's figure, It is only

in the Brean and Berrow area that there is any considerable pressure
Ffor additional camping facilities and that area is, of coursae,

still subject to the licensing "standstill" imposed by the

District Council because of the excessive demand on the publie
water supply.

The number of moveable dwellings used for living purposes HBH
125 in December,.1953, an increasse of ten over the previous year's
figure, Residential camping appears to have become & permanent
feature of our national life. The revised site conditions,
relating to this type of camping, adopted by the District Council
during the year should have the desirable effect of increasing
the amenities on sites catering for the residentiel caravanner.

NHo, of camping sites licensed

during the year 59
Total number of moveable dwellings

permitted on these sites. 1419
Total number of individual 41

moveable dwellings licensed.

o






All ice-cream manufactured in the District is manufactured
in sccordance with the provisions of the Ice Cream (Heat
Treatment ete) Regulations 1947 to 1952 in suitable preparation
roomes.

Number of premises registered for the manufacture
of ice=cream. . 5 (Complete cold mix)

Number of premises registered for the sale I
of ice-cream H.22

Summary of results of ice-cream samples taken.

i Grades Total
1- Ei 3! Ll-i

Ice=cream manufac tured ; :
within the District. 13 2 1 - 16

Ice=cream manufac tured
outside the District. g2 12

95 14 4 1

flrd
e

28
114

pialon SUPFLIES.

The following is a summary of the results of the
bacteriological examinations of the monthly water samples taken
from the public supplies. All these supplies are chlorinated,
with the exception-of the Burrington supply.

' %rgb&blﬁ Mo, of Coliform
acilli MacConkey 2 days
570,

O per 100 ml. 1 _per 2 _per 13 perxr =
_ 100 ml, 100 ml, 100 ml. 1 ml.
Cheddar &
Axbridge 14 samples
South lendip
(Cross) 14 samples 1 sample
South kendip
( Dunyeatt) 16 samples 1 sample 1 sample
Wiinscombe 12 samples -
North kendip 12 samples
Burrington
(Hot chlorinated) 412 samples 1 sample
Twin Brook Adit 14 samples 1 sample
Blagdon 12 samples -
Kewatoke 14 samples 1 sample 1 sample 1 sample
North iendip
(Chelvey) 7 samples
Totals: 118 . ! SE R - [T, By

A sample of water Irom esch of the above supplles was
submitted for chemicul analysis during the year. All ten samplea
were reported upon by the analyst as being free from plumbo-solvency
or other harmful contaminatioi. L

Samples were also tsken of the untreated water from each
of the sources of supply within the District.

Twelve samples of well water were taken for bacteriologinal
examination from nine private premises. The samples of water from
four of these premises proved to be unsatisfactory, and measures
were taken to replace the well supplies by a supply from the
public main. The supplies to the other five premises were reported
upon as satiafactory. ol

et



Although the cesspool cleansing vehicle performs a very
useful function, too much is expected, in some Quarters, of the
gervice the District Council provides. The great majority of the
individual drainage disposal systems ii tne bistrict are of the
septic tank type, with sub-soil irrigation oi the effluent, which
needs removal of sludge from tne tank at infrecuent intervals.
Unless there has besn lack of attention by the occupier of the
premises, the removal of this sludge is never & matter of urgency.

~ Before the last wayr, this work was invariably done manuallys
Beceuse of the increasing difficulty of finding labour for dealing
with septie tanks on their own housing estates, the District
Council amcguired a tanker for this purpose and later made it
available to the general public,

Owerflowi septic tanks and inspection chambers are more
pften due to blocked drains and choked sub-so0il irrigation arms
than to septic tanks which require emptying., Tihe cleansing of
these blecked or cnoked drains is the responsibility of the
owner or occupler of the premises, yet inveriably when trouble
of this nature arises the cecupler expects the Listrict Council
to send along itne tanker, often at a moment's notice, to pump
out the septie tank. Although every effort is made to assist
househelders in thaee ceses by cleansing the septic tank, and
incidentally abating temporarily at least the overflow of sewage,
it should be appreciasted that the tanker is not kept standing by,
like an ambulance,waiting for emergency calls and that 1t's work
and routing are often fixed up for ssveral days in advance.
Additionally, running from one part of the District to another
to deal with these pressing cases is an uneconomie way of
operating the tanker.

Total number of cesspool and settlement
tanks cleansed during the year. 513

DRA TivaG .

Conetantly recurring complaints of troubles with septiec tank
drainage systema serve to emphasise the need for publiec sewers
wherever these sare a practicable propositien. Lio individusl houvse
syetem of drainage can be as Satisfacltory as drainage to a publie
sewer, if only for the Tact that the individual system needs a
ceitain amount of attention, whiech is rarely given unless trouble
Ar'lBESs

REFUSE COLLECTIOW.

Because of the continual rise in the cost of refuse collection
and disposal, duc mainly to wage increases, the emphasis has been
on consclidation rather than expansjenia the reruse collection
serviee. sattention has beeu directed to the problem of collecting
the annually incressing amount of refuse and disposimgof it in a
reasonsbly sati-factory maaner without employing additiounal
vehicles and lupour. Housenolders could assist greatly towards
this end.

It 15 dishesrtening to stand on the refuse tip and see masses
of dirty paper which could have been burned, vegetable matter
whieh could have been fed to pigs and chickens or compested, and
cinders which could have been sifted from ash to supplement our
Bocarce Tuel supplics.

Some householders put ocut for collection; as a genersal rule,
only ashes, bottles and tins. If all householders were able to do
this, the amount of household refuse to be collected would fall by
one third.

=hH=


















