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AXBRIDGE RURAL DISTRICT CUOURCIL.
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ANNUAL REPORT
of the

MEDICAL QFFICER OF HEALTH

1949.

TO THE CHAIRMAN AWD MEMBLRS OF THE
AXBRIDGE RURAL DISTRICT CCOUNCIL.

Mr Chairman, Mrs Greenhill and Gentlemen,

I heve pleasure in submitting my fourth Amnnual Report,
eovering the work of your Publiec Heglth Depertment during 1949.

In view of the recent discussions with other Loeal
suthorities and with the Somerset County Council, 1% seems that my
time as your Medical Officer will soon be coming te an end. When
that time does come, I shall much regret leaving your service, but I
feel confident that the new scheme (which I do not wish to mention
here in detail) will provide you with more sfficient Medical
Bervices, and will ensure greater co-ordination with neighbouring
authorities.

Discussion of this scheme by the Council has made me
realise again that 1 enjoy your confidence, and I wish to express
my thanks to you for this compliment, and alse for your help and
support with my werk for you throughout the yesar.

To the Staff of the Publie Health Department T again
say "thank you". There is nothing but praise for their work - a
great deal is done by a very few people.

I remailn,
Your cobedient Sepvant,

E ® = 1" }fﬂTHI’dé #

licdical Officer of Health.
The Court,
AXBRIDGE, Zomt.
August 1950.
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VITAL STATISTIUS.
REGISTERED BIRTHS.

after zllowing for inwerd and ocutward trensfers, the
Registrar-General credited the District with L27 live births, for
1949, 227 wers males and 200 femsles. OF these 22 were illegitimate
{12 males and 10 females). The registered number of still births
was 9 (5 males and 4 females) all of which were legitimate.

The birth rate for 19L9 was 16.85 Tor 1,000 of the
population, which was slightly higher than for the couniry as
whole (16.7).

DELTHS.

328 deaths were registcred to the District during the
year. Of these 152 were males and 176 females. The death rate for
1949 wes 12.94% per 1,000 of the populntion which was higher than for
the country as = whole (141.7)

The following tables show the ceuces of death in the
Axbridge Rural District, 1949:-

ifale. Female.
All comges ... Totel 328 152 N i

Typhoid & Paratyphold Fevers = =
Cerebro spinal fever = 1
Scarlet Fever = L
Whooping Cough = =
Diphtheria & e

Tuberculosis of respiratory system 5 =
Other forms of Tuberculosis A o
Syphilitic disenses = =
Influenzsa - 2
Measles 1 -
Acute poliomyelitis & polic-encephalitis 1 =

Acute infentile encephalitis - -
Canoger of buecal cavity and ocesophagus {m%,
nterus (7

Cancer of stomach and duodenum
Cancer af Breast
Cancer of all other sites
Disbetes
Intra-cranial vaseular ilcsions
Heart disease :
Other diseases of the circulatory systen
Eronchitis
Pneumonia
Other respirstory disesses
Uleer of stomach or ducdenum
Diarrhces under 2 years
appendicitis -
Dther digestive disenses 2
Nephritis B
Puerpersl and post-obortion sepsis -
Qther maternal canses -
Premature births -
Congenital malformations, birth injuaries,

infantile discases ot
suicide 2
Road traffiec nceidents -
Other violent causes 5
All other ecauses 17 1
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Special causes (included in 4ll other cnuses above) -
Small-pox - -
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GENERAL,  HBEALTH  SERVICES.

WATER SUPPLY.

The position ir more or less unchanged since my last
report. It is satisfactory to note that the District's supply

. continued adeguate throughout the long spell of dry weather during

1949. The notes on water supply are reproduced below.

Every Parish in our District enjoys the benefits of a
piped water supply. This supply is owned and maintained entirely by
the District Council with the exce.tion of that to Kewstcke, which is
gsupplied from the Borough of VWeston-s-Marc.

There are certain isolated or scattered dwellings
which are dependent on privete means of water supply, sither wells or
rainweter., The former are usually guite satisfactory. It is, of
course, hoped to supply all dwellings in the Rural District from the
public mains as scon s possible, and extensions of the mains have
been carried out in some parishes. Greater detanils are available in
the Surveyor's Report.

The Publiec Health Department collect samples of water
from the muinE at pointe throughout the District, and submit them
monthly Ffor exeminotion at tie Public Health L: bﬂrutcry. The reports
thereon have been satisfactory throughout the year, with very few
exceptions. Tests for plumbo-solvency heve all been negative.

Eerish. Dwellid Dwelling-houses Fopulation supplied
houses receiving a supply from Public Water
from Public Water hMzinsg.
Maing. Direet %o Stand=
house. pipe.
Axbridge 277 274 1,099 A Ji=
Badgworth 105 108 X87 3
Banwell 589 554 1,824 -
Berrow ' 117 114 252 -
Blagdon 36 207 1,085 -
Bleadon 209 190 575 =
Brean ; 96 aly 296 =
Brent Knoll 243 228 5 -
Burnham Without 92 g2 289 -
Burrington 139 102 A5 -

- Butcombe (5Y:) L5 152 =
Chapel Allerton 78 76 286 -
Cheddar 806 - 785 2,694 i
Churchill 1=y 3 1,043 -
Compton Eishop 124 19 L2 -
Congresbury L 337 1,193 -
East Brent 220 220 793 T
Hutton 174 147 493 -
Kewstoke 222 188 532 -
Locking- 8L 70 174 -
Loxton B0 Lo 143 -
Lympsham 157 157 536 22
liark 254 253 949 16
Puxton L5 L2 186 -
Shipham 188 175 L4 -
Wears 155 132 L0 -
Wedmore 703 B13 2,304 22
Wick-gt-Lawrence 50 LB 193 -
Winscombe G667 657 2,380 -
Wrington L50 376 1,452 =

¥ Weston-s-linre Borough Council Weter Supply Area.
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SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

The Council's problems in the matter of sewage
disposal remsin almost exactly as they did a year ago, but it is
encouraging to think that there is hope of beginning work on the:
new schemes for Axbridge, Cross and Congresbury in the near future.

The Council maintains sewers that serve at least
perte of the larger wvillages and hemlete: Bome of these Bewers are
old and require renewal, but they have been kept in gocd warking
order. VWhen scolomy p&nmltﬁ rengwals will be madc.

EBfficient new sewers and disoosal plants are
naturally a part of the Council's new housing programme.

&4 large proportion of houses depend on privaie
ecagpools and even more primitive meons of sewape dispposal. In a
rural area it is impossible to connect every house to a public sewer,
rut the Council mainteins a tanker vehiecle and uyndartaokes empiyins
end c+ﬁan;ng cesgpools at o moderate charge. The Lanitery Inspectors
kegp & careiul watch Tor nuisances arising from wrongly dlsvosed!
gewage, aid ot once deal with cases Whiclh com= So fhcir notice.

HOUSING. : .

bMore houses are still urgently needed in slmost .
every part of the District, but I feel fHhiat it can be maid that most
of the worse cages of overcrowding and other insapnltary conditions
have baun dealt with., - ;

The Council hes, moreover, Loe oroblem of providing
enough new houses to enable nvary fomily to have a home of their own
ahd every newly-morried couple to hove a house to live in. {

At the end of 1949, ihere were 725 applicente for
re-housing on the Council's list. Of these 241 hod been awarded
"priority pointa" for public health reasons, though I would sdd
that this does not necessarily mean that all the 244 fainllles were
living in insanitary conditions. During 1549, 415 families were
re-housed by the Council. There nre now a Gtotzl of 875 houses owned
by the Council, 54 houses held on requisition and Gl bhotments
ceccupled. It is pleasing to mote that tie numb=zr ol occcupled
hutments is steandily falling.

The Publie Health Department consinues to work Hith
the Housing Officer to ensure that vacant Council Fouces are
alloted fairly, and I can report thot the existing "points scheme!
continues to work well.

I have continued the proctice of vigiting every
applicant high in the list for re=housing Just bHsfore allocation of
nevw houses is made.

A

INFECTIOUS DISKEARES. . i

The year 1949 began during the hesighi of a nation-

.widﬁ measles epidemic from which this District uwas not excepted.

Apart from this, there is npthing worthy of particular notice under
this heading.

The following table shows the infectious dlsenaas
notified during the year.
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Estimated number of dwelling-houses to be surveyed
(i.e. 211 those of £16 rateable value and under
excluding private dwelling-houses erected since

1930 and Council Huuses). i 4,055

Number of properties surveyed (total to 3 st. '
December 1949). B T 2,266 55.%

Humber of properties found to be satisfactory
in all respects (Category 1) 225 9.9

Humber of properties found toc have minor defects,
(Cotegory 2) M 164l

Humber of properties requiring repair or &
stractural plteration, (Category 3) 1,440 63.&4

Humber of properties unfit for hobitation and
incapeble of repair at reasonable cosat.
(Category 5) 230 10.2w

On the 3 st. December 1949 there were 10 cases of
statutc ry cvercrowding on the register. It is again emphesised that
the statutory definiticn of "overcrowding" is based on & low standard
which takes intc account living-ruom sccommodation in arriving at the
permitted number. 4 truoer picture of those families which are
inadequately housed cnon be gained from the numb&r of applicaticne for
the tenancy of a Council HJusa*

. HOVELBLE Di.LLLINGS.

The popularity of camcing holideys continaes
undiminished. The number of caravans is increasing year by year and
the demond for sites exceeds the supply. The position hag been reached
where serious consideraticn should be given t- future policy regarding
camping sites. The number of caravans in certain arecs is wlready high
and further concentration would necessitate the proviseion of main
drainage schemes. The need for o more puositive policy towards camping
iz apparent; the mere prevention of nuisances on sites ia insufficlent.
In the main, campers prefer o well leid-cut site provided with gosd
emenities although most of them have considerable difficulty in finding
one.

The matter is one which calls for the elceeat
co-operaticn between the District Council and the Town Planning
authority. The provision of o high standard of amenitics snd sanitary
gervices on camping sites must cbvicuely, for econcmic reasons, be
related to & long term poliey for camping. Until the future "zoning*
of camping sites is settled it is impoéssible for this poliey to be
formulated.

Humber of camping sites licensed during the yearp. Lty

Total number of moveoble dwellings permitted on
thl_,‘Eii Eit'\.rs-l = w @ - W 91.3

FOOD FPREMISES. !

Legislation, however well framed and however rigidly.
enforced, will never provide the complete soluticn toc the problem of
ensuring the hygienic handling of fiod. & sense of responsibility to
the general public on the part of those engeged in the warious branches
of the food industry and their intelligent cu-uperation in safeguarding
food from contamination at all satages is essential.

4 conailderable amount of time cantinues o be
devoted to inspeeticn of premises where fosd is sold or is prepared for
sale.
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