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The Cheddar Water supply, owned by the Rural
District Council, arises from springs on Charterhouse
percolating through the old red sandstone, 1n an isolated
spot and hitherto free from any source of contamination.

The yield is 220,000 gallons a day as a minimum
quantity. It runs by gravitation to a reservoir in the
cliff of 90,000 gallons capacity, and thence by pipes to
a reservoir at Erent Knoll of 180,000 gallons capacity,
for the supply of the Urban District of Highbridge.
Water has been acquired for Bristol from the Cliff
Stream, Cheddar.

The Winscombe and Shipham Water supply, owned
by the Rural District Council of Axbridge, arises from
springs at Rowberrow Bottom, from the sandstone
formation, of about an acre in area.

The Bristol Water Works now supplement this supply
ad. lib.

The composition of the water is good and is not hard,
though occasionally turbid.

The Blagdon Water supply, owned by the Rural
District Council, Axbridge, arises from springs at
Blagdon, known as the Ellick Springs, from ‘the old
red sandstone.  They are now well protected and not
liable to any contamination, all access by cattle being
prevented.

A scheme is under consideration for the North Marsh
in connection with the new extensions of the Bristol
Water Works, or from Banwell,

Redhill, being on high ground, is dependent on rain
water to a great extent. A supply of good water for
the North Marsh is urgently wanted.  Being a flat,
low-lying district, only surface or brackish water can
be obtained locally, which is often bad.

Worle, population 1,498, is now partially supplied
with the Weston Water supply, but as yet this advan-
tage has not been utilised by all of the house owners,
though very desirable to do so.

Christon, population 60, and Loxton, population 128,
are supplied by two landowners from springs in the
same area, and distributed through these parishes.
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The greater part of Brent Knoll, population 803, is
supplied with Burnham Water, through pipes owned by
a private enterprise. It 1s an excellent water.

Banwell Springs are supplyving Weston-super-Mare
with an additional water supply, and the Weston Council
are kindly providing a temporary supply by a standpipe
to the Parish of Banwell.

Berrow, population 580, and Brean, population 111,
are supplied from Burnham through the Burnham Water
Company, which comes from Winscombe springs and is
piped to Burnham. It is an excellent water.

A water supply for Wedmore and District is again
under consideration.

Of the 16 analyses, 15 were bad 4 months ago. The
South Marsh mains run into the village, and supply the
highest point, proving the pressure is sufficient for all
purposes, and most of the inhabitants fetch water from
the standpipes, or from Badgworth # mile away. The
South Marsh mains are so close (200 yards in places),
that it does not seem logical to wait till Wedmore has
a supply from Cheddar as agreed, and then pipe it 4
miles to Allerton, where a few already have water by
meter, from the South Marsh supply. There is a seri-
ous shortage of water at times,

The rest of the district is supplied by wells, surface
pits, or rain water as at Redhill.

With few exceptions the water supplies have no
plumbo or solvent action, and cases of lead poisoning
are not frequent, now that more care is taken with the
taps, storage, and manufacture of cider; brass, pewter
and galvanized vessels heing abandoned.

Examinations of water are usually bacteriological.

Sewers exist in Wrington, Cheddar, Axbridge, and
Uphill respectively.  For the most part privies and
cesspits are in general use that often overflow into a
ditch adjacent. No privy or cesspit or manure heap
should empty, or overflow direct into a ditch, and in
view of the actions at law recently taken owing to cattle
being poisoned by polluted ditches, the matter is of
grave importance, Worle sewerage demands immediate
attention,
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Much drammage and sewerage work has been carried
out in Cheddar.

The stream and rhines are the main drainage of the
district, which eventually find their way into the River
Axe, discharging at Uphill into the sea. Privies with
cesspits are universal, though effort is being made to
supplant them with earth closets. In some places with
a water supply, water-flushed w.c.’s are in use.

House refuse is removed by the individual house-
holder, and the cesspits emptied periodically in like
manner. It is desirable that the village dumps cun-
taining sundry old tins and other refuse be periodically
removed.

Dairy work is the chief industry of the district. The
procedures are usually carried out with increasing care.
All the churns are scalded out with boiling water, often
with steam, and the milk is usually excellent in quality.
The milk that is sent away to towns is all strained and
cooled by special water-cooled apparatus. Milk cans
must not be left in the fields and washed in ditch water,
as is known to occur,

The farms and cowsheds are constantly and
thoroughly inspected and much help given and great
improvements have been effected. The Sanitary In-
spector and his assistant have been most tactful and
successful,

The cows and cowsheds are kept fairly clean, though
hardly up to the continental or model standard, and
““ the cow is a dirty animal.”” Grooming the cows and
sheds means labour—the grave present-day difficulty
in most callings of agriculture—still the question of
cleanliness cannot too strongly be impressed on those
who attend to cowsheds and dairies, and upon milkers
especially. The health of the animals in the locality
is usually good ; being a very mild area they are out
most .of the winter months, and tuberculosis is
apparently not so common as in some districts.

In case of infectious disease in a dairy farm the milk
is all sent off from the field of milking, and is not
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allowed to enter the premises ; dairy work is temporarily
stopped and the milk sold forthwith. By these stringent
measures disease is very materially stopped from
spreading, and our thanks are due to the farmers who
always acquiesce in this procedure without hesitation,
notwithstanding the loss and the inconvenience it causes.

No pasteurised or graded milk licenses have been
issued.

Samples of suspected tuberculous milk are taken
under the 1915 Act.

The Register is believed to be complete.

The pig industry is satisfactorily carried out in a
cleanly efficient manner; very few complaints having
arisen which are speedily arranged.

Advice is constantly given and suggestions made, and
the conditions are improving both as regards method,
buildings, and sanitation, though there is much room
for improvement and progress. Manure is not removed
frequently enough.

The sanitary inspections have been numerous, viz. :
1,778; many household defects were remedied, ¢.g,
sinks, w.c.’s, rubbish heaps, ventilation defects, dirty
rooms, bedding, furniture, and bad floors. The one
Common Lodging House is periodically inspected, but
no cellar dwellings or offensive trades exist in the
district.

" Very little diseased and bad food has been seized
during 1925, 83 score 3 lbs. in all having been

surrendered.

The sanitary condition of some of the schools is not
good, and this matter is receiving special attention.
The water supply and conveniences for washing are in
most cases adequate. All cases of absence from
infectious disease are reported by the schoolmaster or
mistress to the Medical Officer of Health and the County
Medical Officer, and the cases excluded from school.

Many cases of adenoid disease, bad teeth, defective
eyesight and hearing have been attended to.

Pigs.
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Achools.
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Houses are being but slowly erected. It is very
essential that the existing houses be made waterproof
and habitable. Houses are so scarce, that few can be
allowed to be abandoned, and some absolutely essential
repairs should be carried out temporarily, in view of
being demolished, or reconstructed later ; others in better
condition should be put in good repair, as every house
so restored means saving the erection of a new house
costing £500 each.

It is also questionable if houses in the marshes and
turf moors are fit for habitation that are dry and
comfortable in the summer, but are periodically flooded
in the winter and in times of heavy rainfall.

Care will naturally be taken that such be for the
working-class only, and not for town people who like to
have a little cottage in the country for week-end wvisits.

There is a large steam laundry and several small hand
laundries at Worle, All are well conducted and
inspected.

All other industries are on a small scale, employing
a few hands only.

No register is provided, but the bakehouses (27),
butchers and sausage makers, dressmakers, basket and
boot makers, tailors, saddlers, washing people, car-
penters and coach builders smiths, and brewers are
constantly inspected on our daily rounds of inspection
and visits.

All workshops in the district have been periodically
inspected ; also the home workers. No cases of
infectious disease have originated therefrom.

The 11 district Nurses and Midwives do excellent
work,

Professionl Nursing in the Home.—(a) The County
allow a subsidy, and the Guardians allow 7 per cent.
The proceeds of entertainments, maternity fees, and
subscriptions from patients are the chief source of
revenue. The latter, in some districts are not easy
to collect, though the nurses are invaluable, and deeply
appreciated, and worked very hard.
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was conducted on the premises.  The houses were
visited, precautions were enjoined, and pamphlets of
advice given, and the schools notified.

On the termination of the disease the rooms were
thoroughly disinfected, all linen washed and boiled,
while the bedding, blankets, and pillows were placed
in the super-heated steam disinfector, being moved now
immediately by the Council’s own van.

Are few : these are treated locally with the aid of the
County Laboratory.

There have been 23 cases notified during the year,
with no death, many of the mild, sporadic type, serious
on account of this lightness of the symptoms, because it
is difficult for the public to believe that such cases can
be the causes of dangerous and fatal attacks in more
susceptible subjects with whom they come in contact.
Cultures of all suspected throats have been taken and
submitted to the Fublic Health Laboratory, to whom
our best thanks are due for the rapidity and accuracy
of their investigation, without which in obscure and milc
cases a correct diagnosis could scarcely be arrived at.

Antitoxin has been distributed free of charge, ad 15,
to all the Poor Law Medical Officers, which bounty has
been much appreciated, and it has been used freely and
promptly with much success. Several carriers have been
detected, isolated, and treated until rendered innocuous,
and precautions carefully carried out.

At the termination of cases, disinfection is carried out,
as in cases of scarlatina.

Six cases of Enteric Fever occurred, with one
death.
Five Puerperal Fever with one death; an imported
case,
An epidemic of Measles occurred, with no deaths.
204 Cases of measles,
68 cases of pneumonia were reported.
5 encephalitis lethargica occurred; one death (a
child of 6).
9 erysipelas cases.
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The above diseases were reported as they arose to
the County Medical Officer, and exclusion notes were
issued to the schools.

Shipham, Badgworth, Congresbury, Churchill, Comp-
ton Bishop, Wrington and Kewstoke were closed for
Influenza ; Loxton and Christon for Whooping Cough ;
Hewish, Wick-5t.-Lawrence and Congresbury for
Measles ; Wrington for Mumps.

Preventive measures were adopted in scarlatina and
diphtheria, regarding the discharges from the mouth
and nose as a possible means of spreading the malady.

These were disinfected or burnt, particular care being
enjoined as to the nasal and oral secretions, mouth toys,
pencils, etc., and orders given to boil cups, spoons and
feeding utensils after use, and rag or paper handker-
chiefs carefully burnt.  Kissing spread disease to a
<dangerous extent. The same applied to sleeping sick-
ness, spinal fever, measles, pneumonia and tuberculosis.

Fifty-six cases notified and 19 deaths. The excel- Tuberculosis.
lent way in which all cases of tuberculosis are in-
spected, followed up and advised, and the suitable cases
sent to Homes and Sanitoria must reduce the disease in
time. No actions have been taken re Public Health
Regulations (Tuberculosis), 1925, or compulsory
MEeaASUres Necessarv.
All the rooms were sprayed with Izal and fumigated
after evacuation. The cases are constantly inspected
and advised. Milk should always be boiled or sterilised.

There is none, though a large district of over 23,000, E:‘H;ﬁﬂ.’ll
but the question has received the consideration of the
Council ; the site and plans have been adopted, and

furnishing estimates prepared.

There 1s no ambulance. Ambulance.

All articles for disinfection are sent to the steam Disinfection.
disinfector at Worle Steam Laundryv for all infectious
cases—scarlatina, diphtheria, and tuberculosis. - In
tuberculosis, the rooms occupied are sprayed with Izal,
the rooms papered or coloured, whenever possible, and
ceilings whitewashed.
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House-to-house inspections were in progress at the
end of the vear in the Parishes of Churchill, Wrington
with Broadfield, and Wedmore. House-to-house inspec-
tions were completed in the parishes of Chapel Allerton,
Locking and Worle, the results in the latter three cases
being as follows :—

CHAPEL ALLERTON:—

Sixty-four premises (including 32 private dwellings,
31 farms and dairies and 1 school) are supplied by
wells, 4 of which, supplying 2 dairies and 2 private
dwellings, fail in extreme drought.

One farm obtains its supply from a ditch adjoining
the roadway. One private dwelling, £ farms and an inn
obtain their supplies by service pipes connected to the
mains on the South Marsh Scheme.

Well water, which is apparently pure, is used by 11
private dwellings and 11 farms.

Well water, suspected to be impure, is used by 15
private dwellings and 10 farms.

Well water which is impure is used by 6 private dwel-
lings, 10-farms and the Church of England school.

The supplies to 29 dwellings and 31 farms are upon
the premises served. In the case of 3 private dwellings
and. the school, the supplies are not upon the premises
served, but are within a radius of 100 yards.

Eight bacteriological samples of water from this
parish were submitted to the County Laboratory in the
vear 1920, when in only one case was the water found
to be satisfactory.

Eight further samples from different supplies have
been submitted during the past year, and in each case
the water has shown evidence of contamination.

LockING :—

In this parish there are 22 private dwellings and 11
farms and dairies, The supplies to these have been
scheduled under three headings, viz., Sufficiency,
Purity and Availability.

As regards sufficiency, it has been found that in only
3 cases have the supplies failed, two cases being in
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HousE DRAINAGE :—

The house drainage systems at Worle are in a very
unsatisfactory condition. A large number of drains
and convenlences are improperly constructed and are
otherwise defective. These conditions cannot be
economically or satisfactorily dealt with until sewers are
available. '

The greater portion of the village drains to cesspools,
a large number of which are in a state of nuisance.

The attached schedule of means of house drainage and
disposal gives a complete analysis of the means of closet
accommodation and drainage. Several of the insanitary
privies, w.c.’s and e.c.’s are used in common.

One insanitary privy midden is used in common for four
houses.
Six insanitary privy middens are each used in common
for two houses.
Two sufficient w.c.’s are each used in common for two

houses.
One insufficient w.c. is used in common for two houses.
One insufficient e.c. is used in common for two houses.
Five lock-up shops have no sanitary convenience or

drainage of any kind.

There are a number of hand laundries in Worle which

produce a large quantity of filthy water, and which have
no sufficient means for the disposal of same.

PARISH OF WORLE.

ScHEDULE OF MEANS oF HousE DRAINAGE AND
Di1sPoSAL :—

Closet Accommodation—
(a) Sufficient w.c.’s, 73.

(#) Insufficient w.c.’s, 164,
(¢) Sufficient e.c.’s, 21.
(d) Insufficient e.c.’s, 64.

Other insanitary privies in a state of nuisance—
(¢) To covered pits but without pans, etc., 48.

































