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As regards overcrowding, there were at the last census 1,913
tenements, housing 14,467 persons, in which there were living more
than two persons to each room, and no fewer than 2,909 in tenements
of two rooms. In houses of two rooms there were housed 11,235
people. 55 families comprising 132 persons, were living in one room.
Thus nearly one fifth of the population were living in houses of two
rooms, whilst roughly speaking another fifth (comprising 12,438
persons) were living in houses of 3 rooms. The deduction from these
figures is obvious, viz:—that there is a considerable amount of

overcrowding within the district.

Avrranged according to size of family, there were 786 families with
four persons each, 729 with 3 persons each, and 677 with 5 persons
each, these proportions being very much the same as those for the
population of England and Wales taken as a whole.  Expressed in
terms per cent. of the total population, 19'4 per cent. of the total
number of families in the Rural Distriet, consist of 4 persons per family,
the proportions for the Adminstrative County being 17°8, and that of
England and Wales 18-1 per cent. The adminstrative County of
Durham, and the Rural District of Awuckland have a smaller
proportion of families counsisting of one, two, and three persons per
family than England and Wales generally.  Thus out of every 1,000
families in England and Wales 406 consist of three persons or under,
whilst the number for the adminstrative County of Durham and the
Rural District of Auckland are 320 and 311 respectively.

Coal Mining and industries associated with it are by far the most
important industrial occupations of the inhabitants, next to which
comes agriculture. The Home Office figures for 1911 showed that at that
time there were 13,213 men employed in coal mining and allied work
in the Auckland Rural District, 10,196 underground, and 3,017
aboveground, some of whom doubtless resided outside the Rural District.

OVERCROWDING.—As a relative standard for the purposes
of comparison, a tenement is said to be overcrowded when there are






supply.  Part of the civil parish of Lynesack and Softley is supplied
from the Water Works of the Barnard Castle Rural District and 157
houses in the township of Auckland St. Andrew are supplied from
the Water Works of the Urban District of Auckland.

Hamsterley Water Supply.

Your Medical Officer of Health, and Inspector Mr. J. D. Dowson
visited Hamsterley on the 19th August, and made an inspection of the
water supply.  We met two Members of the Parish Council and the
Clerk to the Parish Council, and after discussing the matter we in-

spected the wells and pumps in the Village.

There are T public wells or pumps, situated in different parts of
the village, and thirteen private wells or pumps. In a number of cases
the pumps were either dry or running very slowly, and the people had
to wait a considerable time before they could be supplied. The
population of the township was 425 at the last census, and it has now
increased to 475, due to the opening out of Moor Hill Colliery.  The

number of houses iz 107.

The population of the Village is approximately 400, and the
number of householders residing in the township who would not
benefit is 16, chiefly farmers. A good and plentiful supply of water
could probably be obtained from Mayland, which is about 2l miles
away, if this were found to be impracticable, it is thought that another
available source would be from the Hamsterley Common, near to West
Hoppyland, at about the same distance.

The residents appear to be divided on the matter, but in our
opinion the time has come when it is essential that the problem should
be dealt with, and a more satisfactory supply obtained. '

It is for the Council to consider whether they should not now
obtain expert advice. as to the best method of proceeding to remedy
the present position of affairs.
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badly.  The ventilation is not bad, but the lighting and heating are
very defective.

These School premises have, in the past, been frequently used for
dancing, a most objectional practice from a health point of view. In
the new classroom there is accommodation for 72 children, but at
present 88 children are being taught in it. It is badly lighted. The
wooden floors are badly worn, and it is badly heated by one small
grate. The walls of this School are very damp.  The surface of the
vard is bare earth, which renders the gully traps very liable to be
choked up. There are 5 dilapidated trough closets, and one for the
staff.  The urinal is of rough flags, with a badly broken cement floor.
On the boys’ side there are 3 closets for the boys, and one for the staff,
There is a very insanitary ash-pit in the boys’ yard. The North wall
of the building is excessively damp.

INFANTS SCHOOL.-——This School has accommodation for 126
but there are 168 names on the register, and an average attendance of
141.  The large room accommodates 86 children, but there are at
present over 120 in it.  The small room accommodates 40, but there,
are in attendance 42 children.  The ventilation is exceedingly bad.
On asking a teacher what the air was like she said *“ Tt is vile.” The
lighting in this School is very bad especially in room 1B. The walls
of the School require pointing.  The yard surface is of asphalt with
large holes in it.  The urinal is very insanitary and the outlet drain
to it choked. The heating of this School is satisfactory. The cloak-
room accommodation is entirely insuflicient. There are 3 earth-closets
in the yard, of which one is for the use of the teachers, so that
there are only 2 closets available for the use of 126 children. The
roof is of slate, and is in very bad condition, in short the condition of
these Schools is disgraceful, and highly favourable to the development
and spread of Infectious Disease, and I think the most pressing need
of Hunwick at the present time, is entirely for new and up-to-date
School Buildings.

T. C. PENFOLD,
Tth October, 1919, - Medical Officer of Health.
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AUCKLAND RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Housing Conditions at Stone ﬂﬂd Heap Raw,
Leasingthorne.

STONE ROW.—There are 25 houses in this row. They consist
of two rooms on the ground floor.  Nos. 1 to b have self-contained
vards, the surface of whicl: is cemented, with a separate drain and
gully trap to each house. No. 6 to 20 have only an open space at the
back which is neither properly paved nor cemented, and the sinks or
gually traps to the drains are so situated that the sewege may run from
one sink to another, also dust and sediment may blow into. the gully
traps.  Many of the windows to the houses are di-la.pida.bﬂd, do not
open properly, and are too small, as the lighting area to the floor area
is only 1/27th while the Rural District Council’s Bye-Laws provide that
the lighting area shall be 1/10th of the floor area. In many cases there
are downdraughts in the chimneys. Nome of the kitchen floors and
fire-places are defective, and some of the bedroom walls are damp.
Many of the roofs are not water tight, and in nearly every case
there are two are more beds in the room used as a bedroom. The
kitchen not being suitable to be used for a bedroom. The overcrowd-
ing of two persons per room is 247/,

We are of opinion that these walls would carry another storey,
and also have sufficient floor area to allow a portion tov be partitioned
off for a bath-room.

HEAP ROW.—There are 25 houses at this place. 21 of two
rooms and 4 of three rooms on the ground floor. Nos. 1 to 17 have
common vards with an arvea of eight feet abutting on the house wall,
cemented, the remainder of the yard is neither paved iior cemented.
Several of the bedrooms walls are damp.  Some of the windows are
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Dwelling-house No. 11. | Occupier Joseph leeton.  Owner Messrs.
Pease and Partners,

This house consists of two rooms both on the ground floor.  The
roof and spouting is defective, and the external walls need point-
ing. The kitchen walls are damp, and the kitchen window (sliding)
wont open.  The pantry is low and roof leaking. It does not
provide a good store for food.  The bedroom is damp and some-
whate inadequately lighted, but not otherwise a bad room. There
is no flue. There is a separate ash-closet to this house. There is
only one tap to supply the eleven houses which is situated in the
common yard, and is frequently frozen in winter.

There is one ash-closet to each of the colliery houses, but the
County Council houses have no sanitary conveniences, the tenants
using three belonging to Messrs. Pease and Partners.  The coal-
houses are in need of repair.

DweLLING-HovusEs Nos. 1 AND 2 sITUATED IN THE OLp HaLr YArD

NEAR TPE QursuiLpiNGs oF THE Maxor House Farwm,

St. HELEN'S AUCKLAND.

Owners or Lessees the Durham County Council.

Dwelling-house No. 1. Occupier Robert Parkin.

This is a large house containing nine rooms fairly well lighted and
ventilated, but in moderate repair. The walls are damp, excepting
those of the kitchen. The plaster in the kitchen is defective near
the fireplace. The upstairs windows and dining room windows
downstairs do not open properly.  The front bedroom walls are
slightly cracked, and in the back bedroom the roof leaks, the
walls are damp, and the room is badly lighted.  The kitchen
would be greatly improved by the provision of a sink under the
tap. The yard paving is defective around the sink.
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AUCKLAND RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

6th January, 1920.
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

On the 16th ultimo your Medical Officer of Health and Sanitary’
Inspector made an inspection of the dwelling-houses in John Street,
Jane Pit Row, and the Black Road, Witton Park, in the township of
Witton-le-Wear. In alarge number of cases the houses and premises
in John Street, and Jane Pit Row are in a very bad state of repairs.

The front and back streets are bottomless in wet weather, and
travelling for both pedestrians and vehicular tratlic is a matter of great
difticulty, and discomfort. = This state of affairs has, of course, a dis-
tinct bearing on the Public Health. It is insanitary, and favours

dampness in the adjoining houses.

The attention of the respective owners has been called to the
dilapidated houses and premises here, but without very much result,
and we learn, on enquiry that owners are quite unable at the present
time to induce builders to take the work in hand, as the latter have
more work on hand in Escomb township, than they can execute, and,
moreover, builders from a distance are refusing to accept the work as
they have already engagements enough to occupy them busily for a
long time to come.

We strongly advice the Council to take into consideration the
question of scheduling and eventually making John Street, and Jane
Pit Row, Front and Back Streets, and the Back Street on the Black
Road.

These should if possible be done at the same time as the Witton
Park Streets in Escomb Township.

We are, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,
Your Obedient servants,
T. C. PENFOLD,
Medical Oflicer of Health.
J. D. DOWSON,
Sanitary Inspector.
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Street Making.

There has been no street making in the district during the past

year.

Hospital Accommodation.

Two hospitals are provided for the reception of patients suffering
from infectious disease, and who reside in the Auckland Rural District.
No. 1 is situated at Tindale Coescent, in the township of St. Andrew
Auckland, and has nccommodation for 34 patients. This is known as
No. 1 Hospital. The other, No. 2 Hospital, is situated in the township
of Helmington IRow. These are Joint Hospitals, and receive patients
from Crook, Shildon, Tow Law, and Willington, as well as from the
Auckland Rural District.

Three different kinds of infectious disease can be accommodated

at each hospital at the same time.

During the past vear 268 cases were removed from the Auckland
Rural District, to one or other of these hospitals, of which 94 were
cases of diphtheria, 154 those of scarlet fever, and the remaining 20

were cases of enteric fever.

The advantage of Hospital T'reatment to the patient is frequently
very great, especially in cases of diphtheria and enteric fever, where so
much depends on careful and intelligent nursing. 1t is likewise very
important in the interests of the public health, and these patients
should be efficiently segregated till they are no longer liable to infect
others on their return, as liability to spread infection frequently per-
sists for a long time after the patient has been restored to normal
health.

The smallpox hospital is situated at Binchester. The medical
staff of the hospitals is separate and distinet, from that of the Auck-
land Rural District.
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Premises and Occupations which can be
controlled by Bye-Laws and Regulations.

SLAUGHTER HOUSES—There are 38 slaughter houses in the
distriet, which are periodically inspected. [n some of these, the
structural conditions do not comply with the standard laid down by
the Model Bye-Laws,  As has been noted in previous Annual Reports,
it is impossible to inspect much of the meat produced, as slaughtering
operations are done at irregular intervals, in slaughter houses situated
in widely separated positions, within the large area of the Rural
District.

COMMON LODGING-HOUSES—There are 2 Common Lodging-
houses in the district, and these are generally kept in a satisfactory
condition. These are situated in the township of Helmington Row.

TENTS, VANS, Ete.—These have not created any administrative

difficulty, and the Council have not considered Bye-Laws necessary.

OFFENSIVE TRADES—No Offensive Trades are carried on in
the distriet.

HOUSES LET IN LODGINGS—There are no Bye-Laws in
force in this district for the regulation of such premises. Overcrowding
probably takes place from time to time, which could, if Bye-Laws
were in force, be more easily dealt with.

CELLAR DWELLINGS—There are no cellar dwellings in the
district, and only a few rooms which come under Section 17, Sub-
section 7, of the Housing, Town Planning, ete., Act, 1909.

MILK SUPPLY —In this district there are 202 Dairies and
Cowsheds.  There are a number of Dairies and Cowsheds which are
not altogether satisfactory as regards lighting, ventilation, and con-
dition of yard area.

OTHER ‘FOODS—=<There are in this district 3 Bake-houses, all
of which were, on inspection, found to be satisfactory. The County
Couneil are responsible for the administration of the Sale of Food and
Drugs Acts, and the Milk and Cream Regulations of 1922,
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