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April 13th, 1921.

To the Chairman and Members of the Aspull Urban District
Counecail.

Gentlemen,
I beg to present to you my Annual Report on the hea'th

of the District for the year ending December 31st, 1920.

This Report is based on a Memorandum issued by the Min-
istry of Health to the Medical Officers of Health,

NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE
DISTRICT.

(A) POPULATION.—The census population of Aspull in
1911 was 8,276

The estimated population for 1920 was 7,566. This is the
figure sent by the Registrar-General, and will be used for the
caleculation of the birth-rate and death-rate of the district. Last
year, owing to the fact that many males of this district were
still in the Army, the Registrar-General sent two numbers from
which were calculated the birth and death-rate respectively.
There is now no need to differentiate between the birth-rate
population and the death-rate population. The fluctuations of
the number of population are shown in the following table . —

The Census Population in 1881 was ..... S 8,111
The Census Population in 1891 was ............ 8,952
The Census Population in 1901 was ............ 8,320
The Census Population in 1911 was ............ 8,276
The Estimated Population in 1920 was ......... 7,566

This table shows a steady fall in population since 1891,
and it is feared that the figure will continue to decrease, unless
fresh industries are set up or the present ones become more

prosperous,
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The density of population for 1920 was 3.96 persons per

acre.

(B) PHYSICAL FEATURES AND GENERAL CHAR-
ACTER OF THE DISTRICT.—Aspull lies N.E. of the County
Borough of Wigan, its acreage being 1906. The ground has an
upward trend from the Wigan to the North-East boundary. Its
height above sea level varies from 250ft. to 500ft.

Except in the New Springs Ward the houses are sparsely
scattered throughout the District, large tracts of open moorland
intervening. The New Springs Ward is the most low lying
part, and is the most densely populated.

(C) SOCTIAL CONDITIONS.—The chief occupations are
Coal Mining, Cotton Manufacture, and Iron and Steel Working.
A small portion of the population is engaged in Farming. Ex-
cept for the tramway service to Wigan the larger part of the
population is isolated.

The open moorland is used for recreative purposes, and
provides in summer grazing facilities for cattle.

(D) VITAL STATISTICS.—(1) The estimated population
for 1920 is 7,566. This has been dealt with above.

(2) BIRTHS.—The total number of births registered
during the year was 236. The number is comprised as follows :—

Males Females Total

Legitimate  ......... |1 e | e 226
Illegitimate  ....... gt S 10
LI e e 1890 s 236

This figure gives a birth-rate of 31.1 births per 1,000 per
annum, which is an increase on last year's birth-rate (24.8 per
1,000 per annum), of 6.3 per 1,000, and an increase over the
mean birth-rate of the previous ten years (27.4 per 1,000 per
annum) of 3.7 per 1,000,
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births, Last year (1919) the rate was 132 per 1,000 births;
whilst, this figure (110 per 1,000 births) shows a great improve-
ment over last year’s figures, yet it does not compare favourably
with the figures given for other parts of the country.

The infantile death-rate for 96 large towns, i.e., towns
with a census population of over 50,000, was 85 per 1,000 births,

During the past year the County Council have instituted a
Child Welfare Centre, and we hope to see our large death-rate
(under 1 year) reduced considerably in the next few years.

The following table summarises the figures already given : —

Rate of
i Epidemic Phthisis Deaths
Birth Death Death Death under

Rate Rate Hate Rate 1 year
1920 aie Sl 150 290 0:-79 110
1919 e 2408 15-6 1-09 0.96 132

Mean of 10 years g
1910 — 1919 J
Increase orr Decrease

274 163 274 0-81 138

in 1920 on previons 463 +34 F18. —017 —22

year ks
I'en Years' Average... +37 +27 4016 -—-002 —28

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT.

(1) WATER.—The water supply of the District is derived
from the Bolton Corporation Watershed at Rivington. The
supply is constant and sufficient. The quality is excellent, and
there is no danger of contamination.

(2) DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.—The district is
sufficiently drained and sewered. The Wigan Corporation takes
the sewage and deals with 1t.

(3) CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.—The Ministry of
Health is now paying special attention to this matter:—



.‘i*g

The number of Privies in Aspull is ......... Aot el 746
The number of Fresh Water Closets is ......... 538
The number of Waste Water Closets 1s ......... 1
The number of Pail Closets is ..........c.co0inune 4

During the past year the following numbers of privies, ete.,
have been converted into W.C.'s:—

Privies converbed ™ " Lliaias soniinda iunnanfag 44
Pail Closets

Comparing these figures with last year's figures we find
that during 1919, 13 water closets were erected and 4 privies
were converted to Fresh Water Closets. The past year's record
shows a great improvement in that direction. It is hoped that
next year’s report will give even a better figure.

(4) SCAVENGING.—This is efficiently done by the Coun-

cil’s workmen.

The number of Middens is ........c.oemininaseanosss 360
The number of Dry Ashpits .........coveummvensines GO
The number of Portable Receptacles for Refuse 405

The refuse from privies and pail closets is taken away and
deposited on agricultural land.

The refuse from the ashpits and ashbins is buried.

(5) SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT.—
The number of houses visited by the Medical Officer of Health
and Inspector of Nuisances is 119.

The principal defects discovered were that the houses were
damp and dirty, and required 1epairs principally to roofs and
windows. I append a more detailed table of the premises visited.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses inspected under Section 17
of the Act of 1909 with a view to ascertaining whether any dwel-
ling-houses are fit for habitation: 65.
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FUMIGATION.—I have fumigated 50 houses where -
fectious cases have oceurred.

HOUSES CLEANED.—Forty-three houses have been
cleaned down after Fever.

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES.—During the year 1 have made
periodical visits and everything is carried out satisfactorily.

The following is a summary of cases dealt with:—

Scarlet Fever ...... Bl i, e b e s fe o
Pephoid PBVEE. b st ss s s mcnec dasmn s e 3
ERT o0 o S s e s e e S el co AL
Removed to Wigan Sanatorium .................. 4
Returned from Wigan Sanatorium ............... 4
Left in the Wigan Sanatorium .................. 1
Hiouses Eumagabad | st s ievn, 39
Homes Cloaned = e itiin. Lisiiin s 43
Stonped BFaane 00 S R R 36
Defective SBlopStone Pipes ..............ccooiiiuis 5
Behool ‘Chametl ™ = 00008 Lt s e 3

Number of Houses Inspected by the Medical
Officer and Inspector ..............ccocconnenee 65
Number of Privies converted imto W.C.'s ...... 36
Number of Privies in the District ............... 746
Number of Ashpits in the Distriet ............... 360
Number of Dry Ashpits in the District ......... 60
Number of Ashbins in the District ............... 405
Number of Pails in the District .............. e
Bpmberof Prilsat Worka . ...o.iiociiiiineinies 30
Number of W.C.'s Outside of Houses ............ 396
Number of W.C.’s Inside of Houses ............ 56
Number of W.C.’s at Behool ...........ivveeeeeeis. B0
Number of W.C.'s at Works ...........cccooivennnns 26
2,417

I am, yours, ete.,
HY. GIBSON, Sanitary Inspector,
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STOPPED DRAINS.—I have notified 36 Owners and
Agents of drains being stopped up and the work has been ocar-
ried out.

DEFECTIVE SLOP-STONE PIPES.—Five Owners have
been notified with regard to defective slop-stone pipes, and these
have been made right.

SCHOOLS CLOSED.—Council School clesed from 16th
day of March, 1920, to the 5th day of April, 1920—Measles. St.
Elizabeth’s School closed from 13th day of April, 1920, to the
25th day of April, 1920—Measles. Wesleyan (Infants) School
from 13th day of April, 1920, to the 2nd day of May, 1920.

UNDER THE HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING
ACT 54 houses have been inspected by the Medical Officer and
myself, and these were reported to the Council.

PRIVIES CONVERTED TO W.C.'s.—The number of
privies converted to water closets during the year 1920 are as
follows:—36 W.C.’s put in place of 30 privies, 46 ashbins in
place of 17 ashpits, and 8 W.C.’s put inside of houses.

PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS
DISEASE.

The number of cases of Infectious Disease notified during
the past year was:—

1] o e T e 14
Brysipelae i 13
Boarleh BReEES «f il it s i e e i Lt 22
Lyploid'  ~ Lo, i st ci e meean i it et s 2
Pusrperal . Fevepintago . b o ity S 1
Ophthalmia Neonatorum  ............cccocovvneenn... 3
ENeumonda. 2 oc stk 0 b Tl G oL wae s 68
Pulmonary Tuberculois = v.u..eesseesssssseninss 3
Other forms of Tuberculosis ........................ 6
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During the early months of 1920 we experienced an epi-
demic of Measles and Scarlet Fever.

Antitoxin for Diphtheria cases is kept at the Counecil
Offices.

The number of primary vaccinations during the year was
86. There were no re-vaceinations.

- The two cases of Enteric Fever were removed to Wigan
Sanatorium. Two cases of Scarlet Fever were also removed to
the same place.

SANITARY ADMINISTRATION,

(1) The Staff consists of the Medical Officer and Sanitary
Inspector.

(2) Hospital accommodation for infectious diseases is sup-
plied by an arrangement with the Wigan Sanatorium.

GENERAL HOUSING CONDITIONS.
It will be noted that the population has been steadily de-
clining for some years, and although all available houses are

occupied there is no shortage of houses for the residential popula-
tion.

Over-crowding is not generally prevalent, only a few cases
come under notice occasionally.

FITNESS OF HOUSES.

The general standard of housing is fair. The general
character of the defects are due to lack of cleaning inside by
either tenant or owner and outside neglect of repair. Owners of
property are persistently urged to remedy any defects, with on
the whole satisfactory results. The cost of material and diffi-
culty in obtaining skilled labour help largely in delaying re-
pairs,

(a) The number and nature of inspections made by the
Nuisance Inspector during the year:—
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Number of houses inspected with the Medical Officer 65 and 54
=119. (See table above for details.)

(b) The number of informal notices served during the year
was 50, The number of Statutory notices served was 41.

(¢) The result of these notices was satisfactory.

SCHOOLS.
The school buildings are good, their water supply being

adequate. The Sanitary arrangements are satisfactory, and the
ventilation is good.

The following Schools were closed on account of the large
epidemic of Measles, which cccurred in the New Springs distriet,
and which affected chiefly children attending the Council In-
fant Schools, these Schools were consequently closed from March
16th to April 5th.

As a result of the same epidemic St. Elizabeth’s School in
Bolton Road and the Wesleyan Infant Schools were closed during
parts of the months of April and May.

The inspection of School Children is under the authority
of the County Counecil,

FOOD.
(1) MILK.—The supply of milk to the District comes
mainly from the farms situated within Aspull. The supply is
good and adequate.

(2) MILK (MOTHERS’ AND CHILDREN) ORDER,
1918.—No action has been taken by the Council under this
heading,

(3) MEAT.—

(a) The inspection of meat is conducted by the Nuisance
Inspector. The condition of the slaughter-houses in the District
is good.
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(b) There is no public abattoir and the inspection of meat
at time of slaughter is carried out by the Sanitary Inspector.

(¢) There was no action taken under Section 117 Public
Health Act, 1875.

(d) There were no carcases condemned for Tuberculosis.

Number of Slaughter-houses:—Registered (Licensed), 1914,
2 ; January, 1920, 2; December, 1920, 2; total 2.

The Water Carriage System is being pushed forward vigor-
ously, especially in densely populated parts and where sanitary
arrangements are most defective.

In June special inspections and efforts were made om
Simm’s Square, Bolton Road.

In August on premises behind 59, 61, 63, Wigan Road.
In November on houses No. 72 to 82, Wigan Road.

In August on Lucas Square, Leigh’s Yard, Alker's Yard,
and Sunny Side,

I may confidently say that a general improvement is taking
place in the sanitary aspect of the Township, which will, under
favourable conditions, show a material improvement during the
coming year.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

L. COOKE, M.O.H,
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of very pure water, furnished by the Ashton-under-Lyne,
Stalybridge and Dukinfield Joint Waterworks Committee,
of which the Council are members as part owners.

One house in the district is supplied with water.
by the Manchester Corporation.

‘The water is upland in character and before being
supplied to the district any acidity 1s neutralized, and the
water is passed throught mezhanical filters and so 1s of
excellent quality. The water supplied from Manchester
is of very good quality and from a similar source.

There are no wells or streams used for drinking or
domestic purposes.

RIVERS AND STREAMS.

The river Tame having passed through a thickly
populated area is somewhat polluted beflore it reaches the
district, but being situated at a distance from the populous
part of the area, i1t does not affect the health of the
inhabitants, also being at a lower level, it 1s impossible
for the area to be flooded by it. It merely forms the eastern
boundary of the district, and is not polluted from the

district.

The streams are not important being only small
and no sewerage is now turned into them. The streams
when near houses are mostly in culverts.

DRAINAGE axp SEWERAGE.

The district is well sewered on the combined
svstem, The sewerage is treated at the Dukinfield and
Stalybridge Joint Sewerage Works. This treatment
chiefly consists in precipitation with lime and alumino-
ferric, and subsequent filtration in the filter beds.

Two very small areas, owing to their situation







































