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Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health for 1913.

Feb. 16th, 1914.

To the Chairman and Members of the Aspull Urban District
Couneil.
GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit to you my Annual Report on the health of
the Township for the year ending December 31st, 1913, together
with the various Lists and Tables prescribed by the Home
Office, Local Government Board, and County Council.

PART 1.
GENERAL SANITARY CONDITIONS DURING 1913.
(1) Physical features and general character of District.

The Urban District of Aspull comprises an area of 1906
statute acres, lying to the North-east of the County Borough cf
Wigan in the County of Lancaster. The ground has a general
trend upwards in a North-Easterly direction, the highest point
reached being about 500 feet above sea-level—at the junction
of this District with the Rural District of Haigh. The subsoil is
clay, overlying the coal-measures of the Wigan Coalfield.

(2) Population.

The population at the last Census (1911) was 8276, (Males
4,223, Females 4,053), and this figure is used in calculating the
various rates for the present year. The principal occupations
are Coal-Mining, Cotton Weaving and Spinning, and Steel-
Working, a small proportion of the inhabitants being engaged
in Agriculture. The distribution of the population varies con-
siderably, the density being greatest in New Springs Ward,
where the Township abuts upon Ince and Wigan (27.2 per acre),
and becoming less as the radius from this point increases (East
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Ward 2.3 per acre). The district is divided into 3 Wards,—
North, East, and New Springs, and the acreage, population, and
relative density of each ward are shown for purposes of com-
parison,—together with other correlated facts,—in Table A.

During the past year trade has been good, employment has
been constant, and as a result of the Insurance Act, and Old
Age Pensions Act, the amount of Poor Relief has been much
reduced,

(3) Water Supply.

The Water Supply of the district is obtained by arrange-
ment from the mains of the Bolton Corporation, and comes
from the Rivington Watershed. The quality and quantity of
the supply have been satisfactory throughout the year, but the
pressure is again becoming deficient,—at any rate on certain
days—especially in the higher parts of the Township. I under-
stand, however, that some improvement in this respect is to be
looked for in the near future.

(4) Drainage.

The district is well drained,—the natural fall being good.—
and sewage is taken by the mains of the Wigan Corporation.
With regard to Sanitary Conveniences, the number of Privy-
Middens has been reduced to 800,—the number of houses in
the district at the last Census being 1,633, —and 83 conversions
to the water-carriage system have taken place during the year
under review. There are 320 ashpits in connection with privies,
and 60 dry ashpits. The number of moveable covered ashbins
(emptied weekly) now totals 166, being an increase of 124 over
the number previously installed. Plans of all mew property
must include provision for water-closets and ashbins.

On looking up my Annual Report for five years ago (1908)
I find that there were then 943 privies in the district; there
were no ashbins, and no conversions to water-carriage took place
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during that year. It will be seen therefore that in the interval
great improvements have been effected, and steady progress is
being made in the work of Sanitary Reform.

(b) Secavenging.

This has been carried out as in previous years by contract.
The contents of ashbins and privy-middens are removed in open
carts and deposited on farm-land. Some improvement might
be cbtained in this respect by the provision of suitable covers
(of Tarpaulin or other material) for the nightsoil carts. This
would obviate much of the nuisance which now exists from the
passage of these wvehicles through the streets, and might be
carried out at small expense by your Council. All the refuse
collected is deposited within the District, no sorting is under-
taken, and there is no Refuse-destructor available.

(6) Sanitary Inspections.

These have been made periodically by myself and your
Sanitary Inspector, and special visits have been made in con-
nection with all cases of Notifiable Infectious Disease, and also,
where directed by your Council, in the matter of various blocks

of Insanitary property.

(7) Premises controlled by Byelaws.
There are no Lodging-houses in the District, no cellar-
dwellings, and no Offensive Trades have been carried on during
the year.

(8) Schools.

The inspection of School children is in the hands of the
County Authorities, but the sanitary condition and water-
supply of the various school-buildings are satisfactory. New
water-closets to the number of 18 have been provided, and the
excreta from all Schools are now dealt with by the water-
carriage system. No Schools have had to be closed during the
year on account of outbreaks of Infectious Disease amongst the
scholars,
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PART II1.
VITAL STATISTICS FOR 1913.

Population.—As previously mentioned this is taken for
statistical purposes to be that of the last Census, viz.: 8,276.

Births—The number of Births registered in the District
was 254 (132 Males, 122 Females), and there was 1 Inward
Transfer (Female), making a total for the year of 255. This is
exactly the same number as last year, and the rate is therefore
the same, viz., 30.81 per 1000 inhabitants.

For the whole of England and Wales the Birtharate for

1913 was 23.9 per 1000, a decrease of .1 per 1000 from the
previous year.

There were 7 Illegitimate Births, giving a Rate of 23.6 per
1000 births.

Deaths.—There were 126 Deaths registered in the Town-
ship (Males 72, Females 54). From this number, however, must
be subtracted 2, which were residents of other Districts, and to
it must be added 10 deaths of inhabitants occurring outside the
District. The net deaths are therefore 134 (Males 73, Females
61). The Apparent Death-rate is therefore 16.19 per 1000, but
this requires to be “ corrected ” by the use of the * Factor”
which is now supplied by the Registrar-General for each Dis-
trict. This is called “ The Corrected Death-rate,” and for the
year in question the corrected Death-rate for this district is
17.39 per 1000 of population. It is therefore an increase of 1.08
per 1000 over the rate shewn by the previous year’s figures. The
General Death-rate for England and Wales for 1913 was 13.7

per 1000, so that this district shows an excess of 3.69 per 1000
above the average.
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Searlet Fever —Fourteen cases were notified as compared
with 108 in the previous year. They occurred mainly in the
latter half of the year, and were for the most part sporadic
cases, scattered over the Township, and with no distinet or
traceable commection. Two cases were removed to IHospital
owing to lack of facilities for isolation at home. The type of
the disease was with one or two exceptions mild, and no deaths
are reported as being due to it. Four cases occurred in children
under school age, and 8 in the 5-15 year age-period.

Diphtheria and Membranous Croup —Eight cases of this
disease were notified, as compared with 19 in the previous year.
There was one death, giving a case-mortality of 12.5 per cent.
There was no definite focus of the disease, and the months in
which it occurred will be seen in Table C. ki

Typhoid Fever—This disease cannot be said to have
assumed epidemic proportions in the year under review.
Thirteen cases were notified as compared with 31 in 1912. Seven
cases were treated in the Wigan Sanatorium, and there were
2 deaths, giving a case-mortality of 15 per cent.

Tuberculosis—Nine cases of Phthisis (Pulmonary Tuber-
culosis) were notified, and 6 cases of Tuberculosis affecting other
organs. Of the Pulmonary cases 7 of those notified in the dis-
trict died, giving a case-mortality of 77.7 per cent. An
additional death has been reported from one of the County
Asylums, but no notification of this case came to hand. Total
deaths from Pulmonary Tuberculosis 8. Of the remaining 6
cases 1 died, giving a case-mortality of 16.6 per cent. The
General Phthisis and Tubercular Death-rate is shown in Table
B. The high case-mortality shown above no doubt results from
the fact that 1913 was only the 2nd year for Compulsory
Notification of this disease, and as a consequence a number of
the deaths would be those of oldstanding cases. You are
doubtless aware that within the last few months a Tuberculosis
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Four for the houses Nos. 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, and 14, Liverpool
Street, and two for Kirkless Hall Inn and cottage adjoining ;
one ashbin for each house.

Three for the houses Nos, 16, 18, and 20, Bolton Road, and
one ashbin for each house.

Four for the houses Nos. 49, 50, 52, 53, and 54, Ratcliffe
Road, and 6, and 7, Chadwick's Yard. Ashbins have not yet
been provided for these houses. (Mr. W. Shepherd is the

Two for the houses 17, 18, and 19, Scot Lane, and ome
ashbin for each house.

One for the houses Nos. 586, and 588, Bolton Road.
Ashbins have not yet been provided for these houses. (Mr. T.
Thorton, owner).

Five for the houses 260, 262, 264, 266, and 268, Wigan
Road, and one ashbin for each house.

Twelve for the houses Nos. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23,
24, 25, 26, and 28, Haigh Road. and one ashbin for each house.

New Houses.—

Wigan Coal and Iron Co., Ltd. have built six new houses,
Nos. 123, 125, 127, 129, 131, and 133, Cale Laune; water closets
and ashbins have been provided for each house.

Mr. M. Armstrong has built one new house No. 4,
Armstrong Street; water closet and ashbin to this house.

Houses pulled down.—Four in Ivy Brow, Wigan Road;
Four in Ephraim Fold ; Five in Fairbrother's Yard.

Under the Housing and Town-Planning Aet.—

Miss Charlotte Causey has converted into one house No. 10,
Harold Street and behind 10, Harold Street.

Exors. of John Foster have converted into one house, 80,
Scot Lane, with 1, Foster's Yard.






























23

g ‘esnoy] aad suosrod Jo Iequnu efeisAy

"TIGT jo snsw) ¥

"eeQ] ‘SesnoT] pajiqequr Jo Iaquin N

"0)z9 ‘sede [re 7e uonpemded [ej0],

‘g1 (19yem pue[ul pue pus]) seIde UT JOLISI(] JO BAY

6€-LT FE€T  GB-EEI 7e 0T G @41 921 18-08 698 %98 9Le8 e161
€91 CEL  S0-S¥( LE 6 91 981 18068 S9% 996 161
5Ll 9%1 <6815 as 8 “* 1991 81 ¥F06 ES€ @56 9Les Ti61
6621 €01  S0-861 L6 e "t 9.1 86 FLIE 89G 89% . 0161
e1-81 a4 & @91 6 1T 891 T¥1 €09 G0E& @0F i 6061
G.L1 L¥1 ¢-LE1 ¥ ol "t 891 981 G-4E SO66 865 08€8 8061
£l al 11 ] b H L 0 g L E i |
BT _ :
S eei uwwm_nw__wﬂﬁ P __._,M._H.u._.unm.m_..— HM__.M.TMQ ARy ABfany GJuy Joquink] 90U h dua )
parErEal palsEEag LG LA RO e T “
" JOU sJUAP EJUIPIEDL 18N =11} wﬁ.ﬂ_. _ﬁyhm uvay
it L S BaTATE s LOTHLSICL AHL SHLHIH uoryendog

IOHIEIT THL

01 DNIONOTEH SHIVA( LLEN

BUVHA

SNOIAHHd ANV €161 HNIYNJ LOIYMLSIdO HdATOHM

SHLVAC
HIAYVHIEASNY YT,

TI0dSV

N1 OANHLSIDEY
SHLIVA(] TVIO]L,

d0  LOTHLSIA

d0 SOLISILVIS TVLIA

T HTHVL












