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ASPULL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Znnnal Report

OF THE

Medical Officer of [lealt

FOR THE

Year HEnding Pedember 3J1gt, 1901

THOS. WALL AND S80S LT, FRINTERS, WIGAN,



Taking a general review of the past year, we find that it commenced with a prevalenes of Searleg
Fever, in consequence of which I advised, in January, the closing of St Elizabeth’s Schools, Bolton Hoad.
This action seemed 1o hove o good effiset on the continmance of the outhbreal, at any rate it was followed by
i vapid decline in the number of notifications in that loeality,  The discase, however, was scatiered over the
greater part of the township durving the fiest four months.  In July, Awgust, and September thers was,

with the exeeption of o few cases of Diphthevia, very little Zymotic disease reported.

[ have already mentioned that Diphtheria bas been unusuvally prevalent, and by far the greeater
number of cases oceurred in the New Springs district, particularly in Top Lock, Fairbrother's Yaed, and
Loogticld Street.  SBome few, but only a small minority, were reported in houses where the sanitary
arveangements were faivly gowd ; the majority were found in crowded areas, the surroundings of which were
miore than suspicious.  This was especinlly noticeable in Fairbrother's Yard and some parts of Lesds Streei,
!}iiulltlwrizl., hike T:.‘pluﬁﬂ Fever, will always flourish where the survounding premizes aee unpaved and

badly deained,

In Oetober four cases of Diphithevin were reported in Pennington Green amongst people of the most
cleanly babits and in gosl samitary property, I made a careful inspection, and reported to vou the

probable canse, which has sinee been remedied

Mensles was prevalent in the New Spreings district in April and  May, causing two deaths,  The eases
were nunerons, but wers mnot of such a severe type ns on former ocvasions.  The elosing of the sehools in
that district was contemplated, but the outbreak sulsiding such action was not necessary.  As it is not a

notifialle disease it often becomes Wilil'|j' distributed before its presenee becomes officially recognised.

The Medical Officer for the Culllll_'_;'. in table €, desires to know if any disease other than those
neentioned in the Notitication Act have been made notifiable,  There is no doebt that the notifiest ion of all
infections diseases would e most desirable. T wonld, however, sugzest that vour Council mizht serioos|y

eonsider somne means of including Mensles and Phithisis,

During the year 1 subamitted  to your Couneil several repairts respecting insanitary property, one in
referenee to houses numbered G o 13, Hatelhiffe Boad.  The recommendations therein have been carried

into effeet as far as it is possible with old properiyv.

In another, T drew your attention to il comdition of a farmhovse situate in Haigh Boad, 1 had
about that time several interviews with the representatives of the owner, and made vavious suggestions,

which, I regret to say, bave not asz vet heen carried ont,

I would like to urge on your Council the importance of paving the buck streets and yards in the Top
Lock distriet without delay.  Should the elimatic conditions be favourable during the coming summer for
the development of Zymaotic discase, we shall be liable to a repetition or even to a more severe visitation

than we have experieneed during the past year.

The Zymotie rate of G0 per LODD is unusually high. Tt wounld be pechaps advisable to explain that
certain diseases such as Gastritis, Enteritis, &e, &e, are now ineluded, which was not the case in previous
vears, but apart from the inclusion of these, the Xymaotic rate is much too high, and those steps likely to
bring it at least to its normsl level should be undertaken in the escly spring.

Frequent inspections of the vavious parts of the township have bYeen made by myseli aud Nuisanee
Inspector, and many small matters have received atiention to which it was not necessary to draw vour
attention.  The water supply may be said to be good and plentiful, with the exception that complaints
have been made by people 1esiding in the higher parts of the district t2 the effect that they arve frequently
unable to obtain a supply hetween the hours of 2 and 12 aan, This may be due to want of pressure, but

an irregular supply is not condugive to the health of the consumers,

Slaughterhouses, Bakehouses, Dairies, and Cowsheds have been subjeet to inspection. Tt has not been
necessary to draw your attention to any want or defective sanitation in conmection with thess oceupations.
The Nuisance Inspector bas issoed 155 notices for abatements @ 66 houses have been fumiznied and eleaned
dlovwen < 40 mew closets buiit @ 12 enses of ov tﬂi'i!fﬂ“'l“]]g have received attention.

N offensive trades have been carried on, and it has not been necessary to condemu any articles of
foail exposed for sale,

[ am, Gentlemen, obediently yours,
L. COOEE,
Medical Otfficer of Health.
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ASPULL, near WIGAN,

Felarwary Idth, 1902,
To the Chaivman and Members of the Aspull Distvict Council.

GEXTLEMEN,

I beg to submit te you my Annual Hu]mrt for the year ending December 31st, 1900, also the various
lists ]'{l..uinﬂ:] h:,' t.]w: Local Government Ekﬁ.h] anil [."nunl_}' Ct:mmil.

The past year has been in many respects a vemarkable one ; certain diseases have been prevalent which
for many vears have been conspicuous by their sbeenee, T refor chiefly to diphtheria,  The long-continued
dronght and exeessively hot wenther was no donbt responsible to a large extent for their presence. Mo less
than 62 eases were reported of Diphtheria and Membranous Croup, causing 19 deaths, Tt is fortunate the
nam s of "I'}']-]midﬂ reported were helow the avernge ; only 8 enme unler it i, resulting in 2 deaths,

The number of Births registered was F10-—Nlales 1635, Fempales 147 —giving @ birth-rate of 360 per
1,000 per annum, slightly in excess of the average of the past 10 years, which was 368, The deaths
numbseied 137 —MMales 95, Fomales 92—equal to a death-rate of 2353 This is unfortunately in excess of

the past 10 years’ average, which was 1849,

It is somewhat surprising that wherens the general death-rate exceeds the average for the past 10
years, the rate of infants under 1 year is much below.  Fortyseven deaths were recorded of children under
1 year, giving a rate of 1516 per 1,OOO births. Last vear it was 1841, in 1899 204-4, and the average for
the past 10 vears 1671, The following talles will no donht be interesting -

Under | year 17 deaths were vegisteved.
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