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ASPULIL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Aunual  Aepont

Medical Officer of Health

FOR THE

Year ending December 31st, 1598,

PLATT, PRIXTER, WIGAN.



Abont the 34th of Felwvuary a sodden ontbrvezk of Measles ceenrved in New Springs, 52 cases heing
reported in two days, I advised the closing of New Springs Schools, which had the desived offect of checking

the disense; amid the schools were reopened in the second week in Maveh,

In Oetober, Measles again made its appeaance, this time at Lane Endsz, and 1 advised the closing of the
sehls o thal neighbonehowl, which had a selutary effect on the outbreak,  One of the greatest dificnlties in
desling with on ontbreak of Measles is the mborn tendeney of many parents to look an this disease as a2 <imple
matber, or at any rate as an affection all childven must huve sooner or [EL11.'4', wherens in yonng chiildren ik is
guite 0z il az Seavlet Fever, and by proper eave awld iselation success nznally aitends ihe offoris mule 1o
cheek its progress, 1 wonld sugerest that your Conncil should consider the advisability of placine this disease
on the list of those notifialle,

Bearlet Fever was very prevalent in the districis of Haigh Road, Rateliffe Road, and Scot Lane, during
Jannary, Febraary, aud March; and later on a few were veported in New Springs ; the Gullet remaining
comparatively free nutil Decomber, when 14 cases were veporfed in the viciuity of the Noew Schools,
Higher Gullet, nearly all oecenvving in families of which some wember had been attending this seheol, the
probability being that a child had had the disease in s0 mild a form as fo esenpe notice, and so disseminated it
amongst the others. 1 advised that this school should be kept elosed for a fortnight afrer the termination of
the Christmans holidays, and that the interior of the baildings shonld he famigated nnd eleaved down, T have
every reason to believe that the managers of these schools eordially agreed to and ewrvied ont elfectually the

sugg-r-st.i::-ns of your Conneil in this matter.

Tnking Ll mwnshil:n a5 o whole, consideralle Progress haz been made 1n its zeamitar}* condition doring the
past and severa]l preceding vears, but it has been necessary, in order to enforce the decrees of yonr Couneil
during the past vear, to proseente ihe owners, in ten eases, of insanitary property. It s to be hoped that it
will not be necessary to adopt sneh extreme mensures for gome tine to come,

The ronds and streeis are steadily undergoing a change for the betier, and Ash Lane, which las been the
subject of geveranl reports, is now in a better state of repaiv than it has been for many years,

Now that we have an almost peefect system of transport for the sewage, T would snggest that it be made
use of as mueh ag possible, and where practicable o water carriage system shonld supplant the objectionalle
midden ; 15 of the latter have been so converted darvinge the yvear; 70 new cloaetg aud aghpits have been erected ;
261 notices to abate nuisances have been issued by the Lospector; 55 howses have been Dnmigated auwd eleaned
down ; and 5 cases of overcrowding remedicd ; and frequent inspections of varvions parts of the distriet have
been made by myself and Nuoisance Inspector.  The water sapply has been good and abundant, Mo
offensive trades have been carvied on and it bas not been vecessary to condemn any articles of food exposed
for sale,

I am, Gentlemen,
Obediently yours,
L. COOKE,
Medieal Officer of Healih.






ASPULL, WIGAN,

January 31st, r§gg.

To the Chairman and Members of the Aspull District Council

GEXTLEMEX.

I beg to snbmit my Auwnual Report for the year ending December 3lst, 1898, also lists vequived by the
Laeal Government Board and County Couneil,

201 births were registered during the year—males, 148; females, 143; giving a birth rate of 325 per
L0 per annnm,

The deaths vegistered were 169 —males, 77 ; females, 92 equal to a death mte of 188 per 1000 per annnm,

43 were veturned as under 1 year, which would be equal to an infantile death vate of 1546 per 1000 birvths.

The death rate is slightly in excess of that of the precedivg year which was 153, and the birth wate a
trifle less thian in the pn-t:mling year which was 344 il is xutjd:u:tur}' however to note that tlhe dexths ander

I year are less numerous than in the two I'll't:'\l‘il:illl.‘i yEArs.

Under 1 vear 45 alenths were :'L':__{i'alutvli..
Between 1 and 5 years 44 1 .
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Over 65 yoars 24 i i
Taotal 169

Thaose due to the prineipal diseases were Bronchitis and Poeamonia, 33; Heart Disease, 8; Phthisis, 11 ;
DHarrhoea, 6; Whooping Congh, 3; Measles, 14; Typhoid Fever, 7; Croup, 2; Seavlating, 4; Tnjuries 3
ther canses, 75; total 1G9,

Those due to the principal Zymotic discases nambered 36, giving a Zymotie rate of 40 per 1000, This
inerease in the Zvmotic rate is largely due to the outbreaks of Measles, all the 14 deaths dae to this disease

and the Bronehitis or Poewmonia which so often aceompany it, were in childven ander 5 vears of agze.

L cases were notified under the Notification Act—=Scarlet Fever, 103; Typhoid Fever, 1d: Erysipelas,
14 ; Membranons Croup, 2 DNiphthevia, 1.

With the exception of June, July, and August, infections diseases have been prevalent durving the whole
vear.  In Janwary, 2 deaths were due to Typhoid Fever, in Scol Lane, these were cleavly traced to a eesspool
whieh Rad evidently heen constrocted withont the Conneil’s conzent or koowledge : it eommnnicated on the
one side with the main sewer, and on the other side with defective deains leadine (o the *-ﬂ'u||u1'_'l.', Nearly all
the fatal Ty phoids were traced (o some defect in ihe sanitary arrangements in wid about the dwellings, either
the back yards were filihy, or the drinage bad, or ashpits wet.  Many improvements have been effected ic
regard to privies and ashipits, but so long as back yards and back streets remain nopaved it will be impossilile
to grapple effectnally with this fatal malady, Most of these places are covered with ashes wlhich retain for a
long time the noxious matters put oat of the ashpits,  The paving of back vids and back sivects is one of the

sk ihlll-:u'hl.lll At bers that emmn ]m l_l-l'\i'h:q'l:i 'Iil"l'r':l'l"-.i lr_';' Volne l;ulllll:‘“.

I Fehroary, oo Committee was :1|p|u.|i||l:|_-|l by vomre Conueil, to irl.‘iiN:l:I cordain ])ﬂ'lﬂihl,'hi in Mew Spl'ill.gs..
pie which a special report was submitted to you; and in the same mooth L sent vou a veport on certain propecty
in Stanley Hoad.



