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ASPULL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Annual Leport

e

0OF THE

Medical Officer of Health,

FOE THE

Year ending December 31st, 1587.

PLATY, FIEINTEER, WIGAN,



breath repeatediy, the wall in front is saturated with a noxious moisture, and, although the cubic space in the
building may come up to the |'cqnirr.-4| amonnt, the animisls are in mlil,}' Ii\'ing in o polluted and unhealthy
atmosphere, and ander conditions the most favenenble Tor conveying infection to each other,

Drainage. The newer erectious ave better provided in this respect, with the cxesplion that in many of
them the golleys ave inside the building, in most others the ligoid rons its own course, with Jittle or no

attempt to direet it to a uselal purpose, and by Onding its way amongst the hollows and irregularities of
badly paved yards, creates an onwholesome and disangresable appearance.

Good tanks are much in need, both in a sanitary and economiec point of view.

It muost be at once apparent that a well paved, lighted, and ventilated boilding, well aitended to and clean,
of a comparatively small cubie air space, is moch healthier than one with a larger air space, bot tho other
cesentials being veversed, also, that hewever diligent a cow-keeper may be, it is8 next to the impossible for him
to make hiz place preseniable where the buildings and survoundings see bad,

T he qlu:ﬁtil:mi:lfllnpqh'ﬁi baek :.’:'lhlit ig ome that 1 should like to npnin submit to your Counneil. The
outbreak of infectious disease, especially Ty phoid Fover, is nearly always on premises where the back yards
are fanliy.  In many mstancee the privies and ashpits are on a higher level than the floors of the living rooma.
Az these receptacles must of necessity be periodically emptied into the ranl before removal, the ground, aften
the plavgronnd for nnmerous children, must become a constant source of danger. Nothing less, in instances
like these just mentioned, can possibly have any good effect, except efficient paving or flagging, and in snch a
manner a8 (o he eagily cleansed down.  This condition of back varde, together with the wet ashpits formerly o
common, which have been largely remedied by your encrgelic aclion, has been, I frel sure, the chicl canse of
=0 many outbronks of ymotic disease.

Arvother mutter T should nlse like to lmpress, pnd that s, the necessity of more regular limewashing, sl
cleaning down of the interior of all dwellings, these apparestly simple matters onght to be vigovonsly enforeed
in and about premises opening into enclosed yavis or apaces.

The sanitary cowldition of the distvict generally, 15 withont doubt undergoing steady improvement. The
old fashioued ashpit system is being vapidly veplaced by more improved boildings. The completion and
satisfactory working of the sewage scheme bas been n greal velief do the previous system of cessposl aml
baphazard drainage. Frequent inspections of the distriet have been made by myself and Nuisance Inspector.

E2 new privies and ashpits have been built doring the year. 181 motices hove been isswed for the abate-
ment of nuignnees. 28 houses have been fumigated and cleansd dewn, aod many other matters of small
importanee, brought under my potice by the Nuisanee Iuspeetor, have been vemediod withont the usezl formal

proceedings.

Iu my previvus annoal veport, 1 drew your attention to the condition of Ash Lave and Withington Luaue,
these voads over which pusses a very considerable amount of traflic, are still in a very unsatisfactory coudition.
No offensive trades have been carried on in the distriet, aud it has nob been wecessary to condemu any avticles
of food exposed for sale. The water supply hin: been almudant, aml of good guality,

I am, Gentlenen,
Olezdliomibly vours,
L. COOKE,
Medieal Officer of Health,



In August, Diarvhoea was very provalent, but was not of the fatal kind sometimes previously noticed. In
Cetober, Scarlet Fever mpde its appearanee in Lower Gullel and 'rri:lll Lk, 16 ensos being notified during the
month, twe of those Avst discovered were sout to the Wigan Sanatoriom, with the expectation that the ontheeak
might be cut short. Tt was dircoverad, however, that Lwo childron belonging to ong family, bad been soffering
from this disease in o mild form, and kad been allowed to wix with other children, thus accounting for the
sndden onthreak.

In November, Mensles became prevalent in Top Lock sud Higher Guollet. Instesd of closing the schoals,
suspeciod honses were visited, and thoze milies exeluded Trom =chiool.  This Ill:'ljl_'}l_‘i_"lji_“g’ seems to have had the
desired effect of consideralily reducing the number of fresh easer.  In December, the nnmber of new cases waa
considerably diminished ; the deathe vegistered in this month were the highest for the year, and were chiofly
due to diseases of the chest,

On Mareh Ist, the Committec appointed, consisting of four members of your Council, myself, and Nuoisanece
Inspector, commenged the inspection of Doines, Cow sheds and Milk-shops, in the township,  The inspeotion
was continned on the 4th and Sth, every farm or place coming nnder any of the above hendings was visited,
and notes taken on their condition and sanitary srcovgements,  All the fenants or ocoupiers gave most
willingly every assistance aud information te the Committes.  Besides going over the farm huoildings. to which
onr investigations were chiefly divected, careful observations were taken on the sanitary state of the dweliings,
which were also snbmitted to your Couneil.

It might pevhaps be advisable before entering into detaily, to consider what are the essentinl requivements
of a healthy cowshed and duivy, they are

Ist. Light, which should be suficient to penetente to all parts of the building.

Ond, Pentdlafdon,  To b carried ont in such o moaner as to facilitale & vendy exchange of air, withont
canzimg Loo moch drangll,

dril, Air Spaee. Buillivient to afford 600 cobic feet for cacl animal, this to inelude 8 well-ventilated
space or mange n fronl of the cattle, of wot less than 4 feet in widih ; no AprCE 11ig]:{'1' than 14 feel Drom

gronnd o be ioncluded i the measarement.
dth.  Draveerge,  Deains fo bavea good fall.  Trap sod Gully to be outside the lnilding,
ath.  Water Supply.  OF a geod quality and easy of access,

fith, The walls and ceiling shioulil be smooth, soas o be onsily eleaned down o limewashed, the foors
of an impervions materinl, such as bricks or sette grouted in coment, with ehannel, sod o sullicient fall to
remder cloansing (HELS |'||::|'|."i:_-='i1:||| fr b wonde for vemoval of all rlquilli to tanks or rewer.  The stalls when
.\;ui_rh: ali] 4 |i_':-_i I.]:|:|.1|| L- fr:'l w:iah*_ when 1h|-'|l'|;ﬂ¢ not ]L‘?iﬁ- “:IlLIl 7 fﬂ!'-'_ !EI‘I-R'"I Df smt!u, I-.r"..| in::nm TR EnT | 1] bm_-L
wall, 14 feet ; yoril owiside building over which the catile E.Mb.ﬁi.l-l:lh‘! pu\'ul in o st lar way o thal mentioned

for the insude.

Dairy shonld be o lurge airy apaviment, well lighted and ventilaied, walls and ceiling smooth and
limewashed, Goor well flagged and arranged, with fall to gulley placed outside, entranee to daivy from ootside,
anid to have as liktle connection with dwelling honses as possilie.

By having these fow fucis before ns, it will matevinlly simplily the task of finding the shericomings, if
any, of the various places visited.

Referring to them generally it would seem that the provision for light had been ignoved or overlooked by
the cowshed architect, very fow were founil sufficiently lighted, and many bad nene at all.  Ventilation is not
well nnderstood - TOAIY WLt found without, Some ;'l]'-:;'l.'itliﬂ'..! with uriginu.l amil lllliql.:l'l?" methads, TI'H!EH}" fﬂ.’“l.l'!‘t:,
but it mnst be admitted that it is vo easy iask in o changeable climate like ows, to ventilale a boilding
not provided with any artifiein] warmth, and at the same time fo relain a temperature necessary o the well
being of the cattle, more especially does this apply to buildings where this has been neglected when erceted.

Airespace— Generally deficient, a few only coming up to the necessary standwrd of 600 cubie feet for each
aunimal, but it is not sufficient that a certain amount of cubic space be provided, the arrangements ought o be
suach as to allow o free I“"'“”'i:'l'-' s in front.  In many cow sheds the '-il?,i'.'ﬂt'i““ilbh‘ maethod i mluplml ol
tying the cows with their heads close to & blank wall, the consequence is, the animals are bieathing their own



ASPULL, WIGAN,
fanuary 3rst, 1898.

To the Chairman and Members of the Aspuil District Council.

GESTLEMEHN,

I beg to sabmit my Anuual Report for the year ending 318t December, 1897, also the various lists required
by the Loeal Government Bonrd and County Connel.

During the yoar 808 births were registored @ 140 males, 168 females ; giving o birth rate of 344 por 1000
por annum.  The deaths vegistored numberod 106 @ males, 90 ; females, 76 ; equel to n denth rte of 1875 per
1000 per annum,

49 deaths were registered unider 1 yewr of age, slightly less ihan the proceding year, giving a death rate of
1580 per 1000 births.

The following Table will show the ages al which all deaths were registerad :

Under 1 year .. 49
Between 1 amd 5 years a8
PR ] [ 5

et | e | wwi H

w 2 o 63, T a0
Orer 66 yOArs ., i F a4
Tatal 166

Those dne to the principal diseases were ; Brouchitis and Pneumonia, 57 ; Heavt Diseases, 8 ; Phihisis, -+ ;

Injories, 4 ; Disrrhoea, 4 ; Measles, 2 : Wheoping Cough, 3 ; Scarlet Fever, 2 ; Typhoid Fever, 4; [hphtheria, 1 ;
Erysipelaz, 1 ; Cronp, 1 ; Influenza, 2 ; all other oanzses, 73. Toial 166.

Those deaths due to the privcipal Zymotie diseuses numbered 16, equal to a ymotic death rate of 178 per
100 por aonam,

60 casex were reporded nnder the Notification Act. Searlel Fever, 46 : Hrysipelus, 10 Diplitheria, 6 ;
Enterie Fever, 5 : Membranous Cronp, 2. Total 65,

The health of the tewnship during ihe past year may be considered to have beon fairly satisfactory.  The
ieath mite from the ?;_ymni.in dizsenses i the least reeorded, with one {;RL’C]IIiHII, ll.lll'ill:_: the last 12 s, wlien
it was equalled in 1895, The nwmber of eases reported under the Nolifieation Aet also compares favomably
with previous years. In 1888, 208 cases were veported ; in 1384, 129 in 1885, 151 ; in 150246, 175 ; and
during the past year, G,

In the early part of the year the amount of sickness througlount the distvict was vemarkably small, and with
the exception of diseazes of the respiratory organs, sickness was moch less than is sual in Januery, Febirnary,
Mareh and April, and the infections dizenses which were so prm-aln;ul during the latter purt of the |||1_-,'|.'Euu.x
year showed o marked decrense. In Januwary, o fotal case of Typhoid Fever ccourred at the bottem of Ivy
Brow. The back premises belenging fo these honses were bronght ander your notiee, aod the sanitaey defects
which were considerable, have been remedicd.

In March, two other cases were veported, one ai E.uurla'sitlr. and one in * Black Horse ™ Square, Higlher
Gullet. The block of property between these two points was the subject of a special veport, o copy of which I
append. | may mention that sinee this report, the suggestions therein advised have been larsely emrried out,
and most of the sanitary defecls remedied.

In May, two cases of Diphiheria were veported at Marsh ouse. one terminating ftally.  The dimins sl
generally badl sanitary arrasgemenis were guite suflicient to aeeonnt for the outbicak, and on communnication
with the owners, were at onee put in o satisfactory condition,  In July & cuses were veporied of Diphtheria,
but none of them proved fatal ; there was o sufficiency of prool alont il dwellings 1o acconnt for cach ease.



