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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
1964

Public Health Department,
Town Hall,
Ashton-in-Makerfield,

To the Chairman and Members of the
Ashton-in-Makerfield Urban District Council,

Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting for your consideration the eighty-
ninth Annual Report of the health and sanitary circumstances of your
Urban District for the year 1964.

Introduction

The District is bounded on the south and west by the Haydock
Urban District, on the north-west by Billinge Urban District, on the
north by Wigan County Borough and on the east by Abram and Golborne
Urban Districts. The land slopes towards the south-west ; the coast of
Lancashire is 14 miles away. Geologically the area is of Coal and Red
sandstone. The area is approximately 6,265 acres.

Social conditions

The population at the 1961 census was 19,260 and is now 21,330
(mid 1964). The proportion of persons over 65 years of age is rising.
The density of population is rather more than 3 per acre. Coal mining
has practically ceased but some light industry has moved into the district.
Agriculture, textile weaving, rayon manufacture and iron foundry give
employment to many of the population.

The rateable value of property in the Urban District is £494,924
and a' penny Rate yields £1,926.

The District is part of No. 8 Division of the Lancashire County
Council who provide Child Welfare, Ante Natal and School Clinics,
Health Visitors and the Midwives.



At Queens Road Clinic there were 106 sessions.

The number of children born in the year of the report was 479
and these made 4,489 attendances at this clinic.

The Ante Natal Clinic held 40 sessions and the average number of
Women attending was 42.3. 11 post-natal clinics were held, attended by
69 women ; average number attending per session was 7.4,

More detailed and extended statistics are published in the Divisional
Medical Officer’s Report to the Lancashire County Council.

Sanitary Circumstances

The Makerfield Water Board supervise the distribution of water,
largely purchased from Liverpool Corporation, to 7314 houses by mains
supply. The Makerfield Water Board also keep check on the bacterio-
logical and chemical testing of the water, but after receiving complaints
of unsatisfactory water supplies two bacteriological samples were taken.
Both were found to be satisfactory.

The new sewage works was opened on 30th January, 1964 and
7,314 houses are now on the water carriage disposal system. House
refuse is collected in 7,851 bins and disposed of by Controlled tipping.
Vital Statistics

Estimated mid-year home population 21,330
Comparability factors : Births 1.0

Deaths 1.20
Live Births
Male Female
RASRIEDE: ' ..connhimamb toansrt Vit sotnn] 235 235
TSGIERAlS ...oonviiviraiiviinimssimmin 6 3
UL chinsm s g 2 i ey MDA 241 238
Still Births
LRRIIINRE | . covvv s wonio s siio s bion s heius s s ) 4
[isgititnate . sucdiadiiei ey Nil Nil
T s AT 5 4
Deaths—infants under 1 year of age
Legitimate ............. SR ey et 6 1
ISR © ... Rt A e 1 Nil
fl ¥ty s e et St B oy 7 1



Deaths—infants under four weeks of age

o L T | L e T I e Ty
Hiemtimate | e e s
BOML v ivimnua s sa o iy s saehis

Deaths—infants under one week of age

L A s e g
T Lo 7o e e

Totals e sl eanda wn il sl

Mortality rates per 1,000 estimated population

Total (all forms)

Crnde e e o
Adjustedi rate: .....co.inie i,
ReRpiratbty BB Mt i
Malignant neoplasms, etc .........

Live Births per 1,000 estimated population

CIM S rate . e
DAOUSEEE FRLE voiestessmussssasmmns

Still births rate per 1,000 total births ......
Maternal mortality rate per 1,000 total
00T i e B e s LT

Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births

Neo-natal mortality rate per 1,000 live
o7 4 11 E T —

Early neo-natal mortality rate per 1,000
live births ...... il

Perinatal mortality rate per 1,000 total
DI DR il Y o s TR e

e

——

22.5
22.5

18.4

Nil
16.7

10.4

10.4

28.7

Nil

Nil






Infectious Disease

There was no epidemic disease during the year

Seaniet TeVer i b notified 20
Whoopingeought™ S8 e i . notified 11
NEGREIES  pisuiiecuasdi it o notified 264
By v et s R notified Nil
Acute 'pnelmoenE ™ . .. ool notified Nil
Tuberculosis — respiratory ............ notified 3
Tuberculosis (ofhers o a ot i notified |
Foodr PoiSoning " 5. isiia saadsi s tnivies notified Nil
Meningococcal Infection .................. notified ]

Immunisations and Vaccinations
Pre-School School

Type children children Adults
Triple Antigen (Diphtheria, Whooping
Cough & Tetanus)
PRfTanysv S (e oot i 1 252 2 ——
Re-INfOroements | veuai socsd vage sits 115 42 —

Combined Antigen (Diphtheria and

Tetanus)
PLATDBTY + =+ nrufonmoststo deteomands oty oo 4 23 —-
Re-Inforcement ..........cceeve..... 10 315

Smallpox Vaccinations
Lo 7T M A e T LS R 111 2 10
Re-Vaccifiation > . el 8 sl 0 2 9 16

Poliomyelitis Vaccinations
BEMAT i £ Bsiiinen: Shbasig.: 361 5 9
Resdnforcement, ..o oo 49 154



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH
INSPECTOR, 1964

Public Health Department,
Town Hall,
Ashton-in-Makerfield.

To the Chairman and Members of the
Ashton-in-Makerfield Urban District Council

Gentlemen,

I submit for your consideration, details of the work carried out by
the Public Health Department during the year 1964, Each year the duties
increase due to new legislation and the rapid growth of the district,
Although every endeavour has been made to give attention to every
aspect of public health duties this has been impossible. I must state that
I wonder on occasions whether sufficient though is given by the various
Ministries when new legislation is passed which places additional burdens
on the staff of local authorities as to how they are to cope with this work.

Summary of Visits and Inspections
Houses and premises visited during routine inspections and re

nuisances Bnd COMPIAILE  ...o.vusivmsaissmnmnns sions s BUETTIITE 2,843
NUBROCSS CIBEONBIBH  oonioviivisva vvimsass i i Lk s A 1,609
DROGEEONE BEBIE o.ooiviviiysunnibninys siiaisiba e o iy ey v sis B aa 1,421
Revwisits 1o TOIBMHONE ...l sobuiegs s ot S vetiGieis it oG 1,984
Vikite ro InBections JIBBRRE .....ciovivivicipaiisirinis daein s ras i tas ibod 24
Re-visits re infections QISBASE  ..........ccocisiivisiiiivesesdusiintigss 7
Visits to premises where food is prepared or exposed

for sale e WS o i Ao L o s e e e 499
VIEHS IO PRDTONIEE. ooviviirvovivissriis s p e R S S 178
VIS 10 GHEIIEE = i iiiisvimmin i RN T e i e 32
Visits to Shops (Shops and Public Health Acts) ..................... 159
Notices served (PreliminBry) .....cocooivcvnivainn oo il g, 340
Notices served (BIBIOEOEY)  .ccoiviiniiii vimcvissnsrmririias st 48
Lol Procestlings  .ciiaiiiariisnm i R e 1
Court Abatement Orders Made .............coiviiiiiniiiiiisiapiisssn 1
LSBIeTs: SBOL = .iivivioniviviinn siappiiyiinks s r e v R S PR e R A 690



Description of Nuisances Dealt With

Defective and damp walls .......... B T e 180
1 POOISS WO SO BONGn IIINL.. 0, snl Tend i 159

i eavesgutters and rain water pipes ........................ 179

f floors o JTR. v neuiee MRS Ttaanites s 21

% T T A R e T Tt T, A 4 13
Vol o AR e S R e e O 20

- BBtk R e T 189

5 WINAOWS: y cacarioas: st s ot St b g 170

- doors and frames ..... et R T 42

. SEEICRSEGR | 2B T L e R R 9

5 (e b1 = 00 B e N S P S A e 42

s yentiating sghatles =~ thes . Bomemmatocriiy ey g 4

pé pavings in yards and passages ........................... 26

n washing. beilers iy s swditbk dnnas dogine & T an0es 5
R CISEETTIE. TG Sl R i eaeae 2|

i s G T VT e o e S s b i Sty 14

x VEE Deuphlvapipess ML e L L s s s 4]

5 s ol (s 17 R R i Sl e s 39
Choked or defective drains and drainage systems .................. 143
AP URAEnr HOOTNS & .oty e STeie b b e i T B S 15
AccumuIaEon: Of TEIUSEEIC., ot ot o eae s it 21
| a1 L, Lo b T R e ) M e B et 26
Filthy or verminous premises ................ 20,30, el 08 ). 9
InsSufficient) Water . SUDDIIES . v vemvrmmess vins SRETHEL L 2. ... 17
Tnst it I o e o o aenia st e s e b e o 3
Noise Nuisances B R e M I, DTN s 7
Cleans Al ACt INFLINGEIMCIE  oouu s os gufi5e e sasnins sresybansssns o ssnas 11
I O e e s i aary 7
Defectivesdusthingsirs smenedanilvet do. selmun, Jasod .. b 152
Miseetlaneous o eliatiadmost st tinsanse, ol e Yoo . 24

Housing and Slum Clearance Programme

Fifteen families were rehoused from houses included in Clearance
Areas or dealt with as Individual Unfit Houses. Twenty-six houses were
demolished and five closed. The number of persons involved wasforty-
nine,



During
hope will be dealt with in clearance areas in the near future, but it was
not possible to report the details to the Public Health Committee for
consideration during 1964.

At the end of the year 36 Demolition or Closing Orders had been
made, but an estimated 224 premises were still occupied which should
be dealt with by Demolition, Clearance or Closing Orders.

Housing Statistics.

1. Number of dwellings erected during the year : —

the year further inspections were made of houses which 1

B .
Houses lows
() By the local authority ......cuopscesssyanss Nil 4
(i) By other local authorities .......... e Nil Nil
(iif) By other bodies Or persons . ......sssesesn 135 197
2, Number of Council owned dwellings at end of year ......... 1,740
3. Inspections of dwelling-houses during the year: —
Houses
(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for-
mally or informally for housing defects (under
Public Health or Housing Acts). Includes Slum
Clearance Survey under Ministry of Housing and
Local Government Circular 2/60) ............ccuens 527
(b) Number of inspections, formal or informal made
Or THO. DUTPOBE. . vovovieivasniners AULREIIM. SO0 DiD0J 1,201
(¢) Number of dwelling-houses in (a) above found
to be not in all respects reasonably fit for human
habitation but capable of being rendered fit ...... 340
(2) Total number of dwelling-houses existing at end
of year which were unfit for human habitation and
not capable at reasonable expense of being rend-
ered fit and in respect of which—
(a) Demolition, Clearance or Closing Orders have
bear e+ vkl winid. daslvwedm ). ae. divee ks 36
(b) Demolition, Clearance or Closing Orders have
HOL Vet DOs QIR ooooiveiomains s 224



4. Houses Demolished : —

Honsges
Drgmolished Persons
(1) Houses unfit for human habitation 15 6

(2) Houses included by reason of bad
arrangements, e .......o.eivieenn. =

(3) Houses on land acquired under

Sec, 43 (2). Housing Act, 1957 — -

Not in clearance Areas :

(4) As a result of formal or informal
procedure under Section 17 (1),
Housing" "Act,” 1957 0 Ji N 11 31

(5) Local Authority owned houses
certified unfit by the Medical
Officer of Health: “ .75 Rty — —

(6) Houses unfit for human habitation
where action has been taken
under local Acts

(7) Unfit houses included in unfitness
D [T e e s — e

5. Unfit Houses Closed : —

Disgplaced during year

Families

Displaced during year

Number Parsons

(1) Under Sections 16 (4), 17 (1) and

35(1), Houging Acr 1957 ......... 5 12

(2) Under Sections 17 (3), and 26,
Housing: Act "LI57 ol o — s

(3) Parts of buildings closed under
Section 18, Housing Act, 1957 ...  — -

Families

5

6. Unfit Houses Made Fit and Houses in which defects were remedied:

By
Uwner

(1) After informal action by local authority 122

(2) After formal notice under (a) Public Health
(b) Sections 9 & 16, Housing Act, 1957 ... Nil
(3) Under Section 24, Housing Act, 1957 Nil

11

By Local
Authority

Nil
Nil
Nil



7. Unfit Houses in Temporary Use (Housing Act, 1957) : —

Number of seperaie
Number of dwellings contained
Houses in column (1)

(1) (2)

Position at end of year : —
(1) Retained for temporary accommodation : —

(a) Under Section 48 ............ — —
(b) Under Section 17 (2) ......... — —
(clUnder Section 46 ...« vsssmeiosiiss = —

(2) Licensed for temporary occupation
under Sections 34 or 53 ............ = 4=

8. Purchase of Houses by Agreement : —

Number of
houses

Houses in Clearance Areas other than those in-
cluded in confirmed Clearance Orders or Com-
pulsory Purchase Orders, purchased during the

B, Housine Act, 1949 and Housing (Financial Provisions) Act, 1958—
Improvement grants etc : —
Private bodieg or

Individuals Liocal Anthority
No. of No. of No.of No. of
Hehomes dwallings Schoemes dwellings
bufiding: bufldings
: . Iffﬁcinﬁs affected
Action during year : —
(a) Submitted by private indivi-
duals to local authority ...... Nil Nil Nil  Nil
(b) Approved by Local Authority Nil Nil Nil  Nil
(¢) Submitted by Local Authority
1o MAINIBEEY. i i g b Nil Nil Nil Nil
(d) Finally approved by Ministry Nil Nl Nil  Nil
(&) Work compléted . .o i 1 I Nil  Nil
(f) Additional seperate dwellings
included in (e) above ......... Nil Nil Nil  Nil

() Any other action taken under Act: Nil

=

12



10. House Purchase and Housing Act, 1959, Housing Acts, 1961 and
1964—Standard Grants : —

No. of dwellings or other

bmildings oifectod
(a) Applications submilted to local authority
for improvement to full standard

......... 65

(b) Applications approved by local authority
for improvement to reduced standard ... Nil

(¢c) Total applications approved by local auth-
BLILy" Yinsleroeid ol louw wmes N850 aee 52
(et NVork completed: . . .nomsdbemsi xtc e 49

NOTE—The numbers vary due to difference in dates of applications
and Council meetings and delays due to legal matters,

There was a slight increase in the number of applications made for
Standard Grants as compared with the previous year and a most welcome
change was that twelve applications were made by landlords.

The amenities provided were : —

BIEA DAt S BB b, bt st ¥ B, Barms Stk e 48
ShowWenseiond. aresaedd, il Doy b Bobes, L5 20057 Nil
T 5 oY g o VT T e M bt Bl W E B e o DL 48
Hot Water Supply (to any fittings) .................. 48
Water Closets within dwellings ..................... 49
Food Stores .......... W i ST U § e, L A 47

The total amount paid in grants was £5,749 9s. 8d. an average of
£117 6s. 9d. per house,

At the end of the year I submitted a report to the Council on the
provisions of the Housing Act, 1964 and following consideration, I was
authorised to inspect the district and report back in due course regarding
compulsory improvement areas.

Rent Act, 1957

Only one application was received for a Certificate of Disrepair
under Part 1 of the first schedule of this Act. Form J. was served on the
landlord on the last day of the year, therefore, the matter was not
finalised during the period under review.

Slaughter of Animals Act, 1958

No applications were received for a slaughterman’s licence during
the year.

Inspection and Supervision of Food and Food Premises

[t is not possible for public health inspectors to relax their efforts

13



in connection with the supervision of food premises or in the education
of personnel engaged in the handling of food.

This was proved in the unfortunate outbreak of Typhoid at Aberdeen.
All food premises in the area were visited, in the first place to check on
the sale or otherwise of corned beef and to trace tins bearing the code
letters and numbers and secondly to advise on the correct and hygienic
use of meat slicing machines.

It was found in a few instances that some employees in food shops
were practicing methods that were not in accordance with those re-
quired to prevent possible contamination. I am pleased to report that
full co-operation was received in all instances, but a lesson was learned
that even in the best conditions there must be no relaxation of food
hygiene standards.

At one shop a tin showing the suspect coding had been opened
and half the contents consumed, The unconsumed portion was taken for
bacteriological examination, but fortunately the result showed a negative
culture of salmonella typhi and other organisms of the salmonella groups.

Numerous visits were made to the food factory for the purpose of
inspecting quarters of beef received from Northern Ireland and thei Irish
Republic and frozen meat and offal from the Commonwealth and other
countries.

Occasionally certain foods are canned at this factory and following
consultation with the staff of the Public Health Laboratory, Liverpool,
four samples of food were taken for examination.

The results were as follows : —

Yam, Leek Pudding, Casserole Meat and Stewed Steak.

COTONY "COunt PEr ST BL 37" G - ik oiis i oiin sass Nil
Coliform Organisms per #th gram. .................. Absent
B VOOHE DR SER BB e it s s i Absent.

and no organisms of the Salmonella group, Staph. pyogenes or
Clostridium Welchii were found.

Type of Business No.
General Grocers and provision dealers i..........ciieveviiivesinsneenes 106
Greengrocers and fruiterers (including those selling wet fish, game

o I b i LT R R T MO YT T e A 15
Fishmongers (including those selling poultry, game, etc.) ......... 6
Meat shops (butchers, purveyors of cooked and preserved meats,

DD BUC. . .odvnddbiieo s daiuins IEbaS - AWsie s Tk SRt TSt A A0S 17
Bakers andyof CODTECHOBBIR ..o dnkcnst s wiiubinns ik vl scet T Bika i 16



Eredsbr- shopsicans s st oy edl, osntesoe . N 27
Shops selling mainly sugar confectionery, minerals, ice-cream, etc. 25

Licensed premises, clubs, canteens, restaurants, cafes, snack bars
and similar catering establishments ............c.ccoviiviiiinnnnn.. 74

Ghens . N B BRI B e el L e 6

The next table gives the type and number of premises registered
under the provisions of the Lancashire County Council (Rivers Board
and General Powers) Act, 1938, Sections 115 and 116.

RalE. Bf Tetteren i Solsinrnn Vigo Das Yarlatl oel J ad moa s
Manufacturer of Cooked Meat and Sausages 12
Storage of Meat sold from vehieles:, ... .ccce. oo dhme sisses: 6
Storage of Fish sold from vehicles .................coceoinnni. LE DG, 5

Storage of Fruit and vegetables sold from vehicles

Food Condemned

.................. 14

184 Ibs. Beef 45 Tins Fruit

150 1bs. Shoulder Steak 15 Tins Vegetables

1504 1bs. Shoulder Mutton 10 Tins Fish

24 lbs. Lamb 4 Tins Ox Tongue
57 lbs. 8 ozs. Boiled Ham 5 Tins Milk

18 Ibs, Raw Liver | Tin Cream

10 Ibs. Chicken 8 Tins Rice Pudding
6 lbs. Veal 1 Tin Sago

30 1bs. Corned Beef. 4 Tins Tongue

28 1bs. Rice 1 Tin Meat Pudding
80 1bs. Apples 3 Tins Stewed Steak
40 1bs. Pears 3 Tins Jellied Veal

Milk and Dairies (General) Regulations, 1959

There are 12 dairy farms producing milk within the district in
addition to 6 registered dairies.

Visits have been paid to all these premises in addition to shops
from which sterilized milk is sold. The results of milk samples taken are
as follows : —

Biological Test (Tuberculosis) ..................... 24
2 (e 25 W i Lt e B SR e e e 24
1) 11 0 e indesmnt ot aims st el a1 1 1|
i Fiia 1 o B ot B e S i R R Nil



Phosphatase: Test .o ins sl omithdon A 5 16

Satisfattoly feisis i Rt s s il ias sl
TS e oy e e Ty - Nil
Methyiene ‘Bloe "Test ™l vt L L R 16
SOy {0 i i Sraon e s R SR shamea e o oy 16
LinsatisTactory . coiitsd DUl Al 2o S S S Nil
Pocbidity Tost ccauily. o sl gn. . o0 ot and
SatisEREORTN St s « Hias it i s datehass- 8
LnsatSESCLOTY « toamets $ dotibaitnis, & - il S ERTAEIITT Nil

The Milk (Special Designation) (Specified Areas) No. 3 Order is
operative in the Urban District and only designated milk may be sold
in sealed bottles or containers.

Ice Cream

Seventy-two premises are registered under Sections 115 and 116 of
the Lancashire County Council (Rivers Board and Genral Powers) Act
1938 for the sale of ice cream, The major portion of the ice cream sold
is produced by the larger manufacturers of this product and only one
manufacturer produces ice cream within the district. It is necessary for
the premises to be strictly supervised because of the large amount of
ice cream manufactured and sold outside the district. The number of
samples taken was forty-one, the results being as follows : —

Produced Produced

outaide within
digtrict district

Provisional Grade I .................. 29 7

Provisional Grade II ............... 3 Nil

Provisional Grade III ............... Nil |

Provisional Grade IV  ............... Nil |
Ice Lollies

Twenty-two samples were taken all being satisfactory,

Ice Cream Lollies

Eight samples were taken, the results being as follows : —

Grade | P I o e N 6
] PN .y S g S R, ]
Gt o AN o dnn aidsnasmdalt s ddne . oo A0 e et |

Licenced Premises

Although certain licenced premises were improved during the vear,
it was not possible to make detailed inspections owing to pressure of
other work.

The number of public houses in the district is thirty-one, in addition

16



to seven out-door licences and eighteen clubs.

Pet Animals Act, 1951

Licences were renewed for the two shops authorised for the sale
of pets. The Act empowers local authorities to ensure that pets are
kept in satisfactory conditions including light, ventilation, temperature
and clealiness and requires arrangements to be made regarding the risk

of fira hazards on the premises. A fee of 10/- is payable for each licence
issued.

Petroleum (Regulations) Acts.

Licences were 1ssued in respect of 39 premises whera petroleum is
stored and fees amounting to £28 15s. Od, were paid to the local auth-
ority. The duties under these regulations increase year by year and much
time is spent when new tanks and pumps are installed in testing these
installations. I would suggest that the time is long overdue for a revision
of the licence fees which have remained unchanged for a considerable
number of years.

Refuse Collection and Disposal

The rapid increase in the number of new dwellings erected on the
various private housing estates created difficulties again in arranging the
refuse collection routes. It must be remembered that the length of carry
from these dwellings, far exceeds the carry from the older terraced pro-
perty and in consequence the number of bins collected per man per day
must be reduced unless other methods are employed to maintain an
efficient service. The continual change in the type of refuse collected also
causes problems and it is necessary to provide vehicles of larger storage
capacity to cope with the bulky waste now being produced. The Council
agreed that a compression type vehicle should be purchased next year
and provision was to be made in the 1965/66 rate estimates for this

purpose.

Refuse was collected weekly from all dwellings with the exception
of the summer holiday week when only a skeleton staff are employd to
deal with business premises and emergencies.

The vehicles engaged in refuse collection are as follows : —

Two 18 cubic yard capacity, dual tip rear loading Karriers,

Three 7 cubic yard capacity, side loading Bedfords.

One converted pail van used in the main for salvage collection and
as a spare vehicle and a 600 gallon Dennis gully emptier for pail closet
collection. This vehicle is also used by the Highways department for
cleansing street gullies.

The culverting of the siream at Carr Mill Tip was almost completed
by the end of the year. When this work is finished, a valuable refuse

7



disposal site will be available for the use of the Council for a consider-
able number of years. It will be necessary to purchase a mechanical
earth mover/scraper to consolidate the tip, to keep the surface level
and to provide covering material from the sides of the tip.

It is almost impossible to supervise the tip during the hours when
tipping ceases and the fire hazard is ever present. In addition the store
used by the public cleansing employees is constantly being damaged and
wire screens and iron posts, provided to prevent paper being blown from
the tip are constantly disturbed and damaged.

The following statistics give details of the sanitary accommodation
in the district.

Total Closet Accommodation in the District

Number of pail closets at end of 1963 (approximately) 171
R e e s R Sl M L L 41
Less number demolished .........coeeeennonsionenneses 15
56 56
: 115
Plus pails used at farms found during survey
(Agricultural Workers Act)  ..ivviviiiiiioniininn, 16
Total number of pail closets at end of 1964 ............ 131
Number of water closets at end of 1963 (approximately)
including troughs and waste water  ............... 7,589
Number of conversions  ......i..oeiiisive.iin. 41
Number of fresh water closets at new dwellings 336
Number of extra water closets erected ...... 57
8,023
Number of water closets demolished ......... 15
Number of water closets atend of 1964 .................. 8,008
Number of waste water closets included above ............ 14

Number of moveable dustbins at end of 1963 (approxi

1T W ey eblono vl o oo b B 7,538
Number of oew gwellings 9L 50 L JREES PIRLY 336
Bins provided at other premises ...............cocoenens.. Nil

o ‘ 7,874
Number of bins at properties demolished ............ 23
Number of moveable ashbins at 31st December, 1964 ?_EEI

18



Salvage of Waste Paper

The salvage of waste paper continued and a total of 287 tons 7 cwts.
was collected and disposed of. The income from the sale amounted to
£2,398 4s. 3d.

Trade Refuse

A charge of 6d. per bin per week is made for the collection of
refurse from trade premises. The sum of £132 8s. 0d. was received for
this service.

Factories Act, 1961
Number of factories on register : 134

Inspections ‘I;FT?&E:?;
With Mechanical Power ..........cc..o... 98 131 Nil
Without Mechanical Power ............... 27 35 Nil
Other Premises (Not outworkers) ...... 10 12 Nil
134 178 Nil

Defects Found

Unsuitable closet accommodation ............... 3 3
Want of ‘cleanlinesg™ " 1. RS RIIE AT 2 3 3

Registered Premises

Chfes afid SRack BRI e B . e e
Bakersand CoRfectiOneIRT i s s e s ais g sbns b ais s faind
PR DR T o o L
BTl s it e e
54T Ly L S ety o sty vt e e o et gt
MGIOE SN0 CYCIE TOPAITEIE ' i+ ntre e hiot st s frr et oin s s e baimeele
PAinters: Y Tt Sanh A B wtlle Sl i, Boalotal, o oo codmmt
Cothing INTANGEACTITELSIN | Betha e 18 s s ot o oSl s e
Asphalte Production PIARG: rbe. oo it isee: edasiipsness
Suldiers lonmnenml. fikeed. sdfalos, salin b cutspam. sils e
Cormigated: Board: Containers i ..t sseissaipues dissatssas s« sssss
Mholesale WarehOUBe | iui. ivvie bisiiis oo il it venkain s s paa o
Liock:atid-hinge: manufacturers, i1, .obi s i s ihass oyt b
Tl e R L T
PHOErs Gaiier -3t ol i B anlsrd cstrses enni vt

g et



Cabinet makers and uphoISterers ..ol Eniie. St
Mineral water manufacturers and bottlers .....................
Log-cream: MaIACHITEIS | cui 0950 5o o b bl fiUe sk e S A
SAUSAZE THAKETS ) v s b vt b« Th o S5t CARk this ot snfaBadh ' ais
Wholesale Chemists ............ e R e e e e S e e s
B 1 e R e P g i Sl ik et B aie B e e
Boot, shoe and Clop TePHITELS ... < 1cssssasseremin crnss et PRRALE,
LETTRE el o [ o S e St i s e B St R e
EBRITICIATIE. | ik cr i maas sa md s sk s e o e e
11 T Lo ey ity v . s e, W ot b ol
Agricultural machinery repairers
Cinemas  ........ AR AR S A e AN A e A SN e DR
Food Preparation. ......ccccocssmmmmens vrnnmsns s S0 B o snak
Pemohtion. CONMTAGIONS ... ssskikuss sustas s istsbyassigsshss
eatle Food POCPATATON .. tvesiis: s b
Genartl ERFINOOCINE  ai.ii e LN AR DR ik sane v ass anas
oD MRl DCRIME .. s wuimnnsnsssis oo irans b uieac s bie: ias

Section 110

There were no outworkers resident in the district employed by firms
carrying on business outside this area.

Other Matters
Matters notified to H.M. Inspector of Factories ......... Nil
Notified by H.M. Inspector of Factories ..................... Nil

Smoke Abatement
Clean Air Act, 1956

There has been no change in the policy of the Council regarding
smoke control areas but a considerable amount of time has been spent
in dealing with complaints in connection with air pollution from factories.

Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act, 1960
Moveable Dwellings

There are no licenced caravarg sites in the area but the number of
moveable dwellings stationed in various parts of the district for short
periods increased during the year. Members of the publc residing in the
vicinity report the matter to the public health department and the sites
are visited without delay. It is not possible hovever to remove the
vehicles as quickly as we would wish and often the local police have to
be asked to help in this work. The occupiers of these dwellings foul the
land in the area and it is necessary to engage the services of the public
cleansing employees to clean up the sites after vacation.
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Infectious Disease and Disinfection

The homes of patients suffering from certain notified cascs of in-
fectious diseases are visited and disinfected. Enquiries are made regarding
the probable source of infection and advice is given in an effort to reduce
the spread of the disease. 25 premises were disinfected.

Disinfestation

The number and type of infestation dealt with was as follows : —
Council Houses 21 Other Houses 33

The houses were treated for the following infestations : —
Cockroaches 15 Silverfish 4
Bugs 6 Ants 22
Wasps | Maggols I
Flies 3 Fleas I

Earwigs 2

It will be noticed that one housg was treated for both bed bugs and
fleas. I fail to understand why the occupants were prepared to suffer
the discomforts inflicted by these insects when so many insecticides are
available which can eradicate infestations so effectively.

When I have carried out treatments at premises such as this I feel
that facilities should be provided to enable me to bathe and treat my
clothing to prevent me from carrying the insects to my own home.

Rodent Control

Although the treatment of sewers which has been pursued over the
years appears to have had the desired effect of reducing the numbar of
rats in the sewer systems, I regret to state that the number of surface
infestations continues to increase. One of the reasons is that rats are dis-
turbed when new housing sites are developed and sufficient precautions
are not taken by the builders to prevent the access of rats to the new
dwellings. I resent the time spent by public health inspectors in tracing
and treating infestations at recently occupied premises when the builders
could, by adopting simple practices, prevent rodents gaining access. In
many cases the builders themselves are put to considerable expense in
exposing foundations to check that the brickwork around service pipes
and cables have been made good and in numerous instances these are
the points of access.

One full time rodent operator is emploved in searching the district
and dealing with the normal type of infestation.

One sewer (reatment was carried oul together with the sewage
works, and refuse disposal site and other local authority premises,
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The annual report supplied to the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food is as follows : —

Nﬂn-Azﬁcnllu;gl{ Agriculiural

Dwelling
houses Other
(a) Number of properties in District ...... 7,314 886 54
(b) Number of properties inspected ...... 1,439 156 27
(¢) Total inspections carried out including
PEERSPECHIONS © « il cebetni SLERRIR ot 15959 265 59
(d) Number of properties inspected which
were found to be infested by :
RER S DAL . Tt Nil Nil Nil
1]l e 355 13 Nil
MIDE: =t IRRIOR sl T «nnsninnssaanshinsny Nil Nil Nil
v . W Nt 30 7 Nil
(e) Number of infested properties treated 385 20 Nil
(f) Total treatments carried out (including
o e ln] ) i e Bl S e B 391 103 Nil
(2) Number of “Block™ control schemes
e el Mot b bt B Nil Nil Nil

Agriculture (Sofety, Health and Welfare Provisions) Act, 1956

Visits were made to all agricultural units in the district to ensure
that the provisions of this Act were being complied with, Permanent
and temporary workers must be provided with suitable and sufficient
sanitary conveniences, There are orty-six such units in the area.

Ofiices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963

This is a measure which was introduced to improve the standard of
health and safety of persons employed in offices, shops and railway
premises. It was considered that the existing regulations, under the Public
Health and Shops Acts were inadequate to deal with these matters.
Local authorities are required to appoint inspectors to carry out inspec-
tions of premises for which they have the responsibility of enforcing the
Act. Returns are to be submitted to the Ministry of Labour and certain
reports and returns to the Deputy Superintending Inspector of Factories.

The following is a copy of the Annual Report forwarded to the
Ministry of Labour. It will be seen that is was only possible to inspect
a small number of the premises registered,
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MG, qf

No. of pPremises

Class of Premises rggistered receiving

premises b genaeral

at end of inspection

year during year
(1) 2 e e R e e o U P 24 Nil
Retaglt- Shope: - b a8 b e o etnii s 74 4
Wholesale Shops, Warehouses ............... 2 Nil

Catering establishments open to the public,

canieens? VR i - b s e 8 15 Nil
Fuel Storage Depots . ool o Nil Nil

Public Conveniences

Although the conveniences were well maintained by the attendants
there was no change regarding malicious damage to fixtures, fittings and
coin boxes. The cost of repair and replacement of fittings is evcessive,

but this problem is universal and no effective answer seems to be forth-
coming.

Noisa Abatement Act, 1960

Many complaints were made by the public regarding alleged noise
nuisances and these were investigated. Some were founded on fact but
others were not substantiated.

In the majority of cases the investigations have to be carried out
at night when noise is regarded as more aggravating to the public. It is
now recognised that noise is a danger to health and from my discussions
with persons suffering this nuisance, I can verify that in some instances
their nerves are seriously affected. The Council became members of the
Noise Abatement Society during the year.

Hairdressers and Barbers

Inspections were made to ensure that hairdressing establishments
complied with the requirements of the bylaws governing these premises.
Copies of the byelaws have been issued to the occupiers, but 1 am of the
opinion that many persons operating businesses in their own dwellings
have not been registered with the Council,

Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act, 1907—Section 85
Dealers in Old Metal and Marine Store Dealers

One person and his premises are registered with the local authority
as required by this Act. His records of purchases of scrap metal have
been made available to me when required.

Food and Drugs Act,

The County Medical Officer of Health has supplied the following
details of samples taken by County Sampling Officers. The County
Council is the Authority responsible for the sampling of food and drugs
within the district.

A total of 99 samples was obtained, consisting of 57 samples of
milk (9 of which were Channel Islands milk) and 42 others, compris-
ing : —
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2 Icipen tablets
1 Bread

1 Pork Pie

] Brown bread
4 Jam

1 Nembutal capsules
3 Flour confectionery
4 Pork Sausage

1 Fruit card

1 Cooking fat

| Margarine 1 Rice

| Multivite pellets I Selsun suspension
1 Dried full cream milk 1 Dramamine tablets
| Ethnine Linctus 4 Mincemeat

3 Blancmange powder 2 Beef suet

| Ground rice

| Vegetables, dried

| Barley | Baked beans, canned
1 Gravy Browning 1 Ground ginger
I Dried peas

I give below details of those samples upon which the County Analyst

gave adverse reports
Type of Sampla
I Pork sausage

I Pork sausage

I Pork sausage

| Pork sausage

1 Rice

Result of Analysis Action taken
Contained 220 parts per mil- Vendor cautioned.
lion sulphite preservative (ex-
pressed as sulphur dioxide)
without declaration.

Meat content ony 599%. Poor No action taken.
in meal content.

Meat content only 47%, poor Vendor cautioned
in meat content. Contained re: both meat
|15 parts per million sulphite content and pre-
preservative expressed as sul- servative.

phur dioxide) without declar-

ation,

Contained 275 parts per mil- Vendor cautioned.
lion sulphite preservative (ex-

pressed as sulphur dioxide)

without declaration,

Infested with mites and book Dealt with by As-

lice. sistant County
Public Health
Officer and Public
Health Inspector
to Ashton-in-
Makerfield U.D.C.

In conclusion | must express my thanks to the Chairman and mem-
bers of the Sanitary and Health Committee for their co-operation during
the year, to the staff of the Public Health Department for ready assistance
given at all times, and to all other colleagues in the Council’s service
for help and friendly co-operation,

Yours faithfully,
F. BURROWS,

Chief Public Health Inspector.
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