[Report 1922] / Medical Officer of Health, Ashton-in-Makerfield U.D.C.

Contributors
Ashton-in-Makerfield (England). Urban District Council. n 78087965

Publication/Creation
1922

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/rgh4ae49

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

ASHTON-IN- MAKERF[ELD

R e N e

URBAN DlSTRICT COUNCIL

Bt O 0 T

H

@Annuaf (Beport

OF THE

Medicaf Officer of Heafth

1928

To the Chairman and Members of the Couneil.
TENTLEMEN,

Following the mstructions of the Mimister of Health, the report for the
vear is of a short character. Essential details are given regarding the health
and environment of the population, but details that do not vary from year
to vear are again omitted.

VITAL STATISTICS.

For the County Council three Tables (A, B, and C) are prepared, the
contents of which are included in this report. They contain all the essential
facts bearing on the health and senitary condition of the district. As usual
I have included other Tables enlarging these details for the purpose of com-

parison.

Population.—The total population for the year is given as 23,220 by the
Registrar General against 22,990 for 1921, an increase of 230. The inerease
for the previous year was 890. A glance at Table 1., Column 2. will show
the variations for the previous five years.



Birth Rate.—The rate for the year, 214, is again considerably less than
the previous vear, and less than 1920 by 10 per 1,000 of the population.
The actual figures are for 1922 : 497 births (252 males and 245 females) :
for 1921 : 604 births; and for 1920: 698. Column 3, Table I. shows the
figures for the past six years. .

Nlegitimate births were 10, against 14 for 1921,

The Births Notification Act works remarkably well, and in conjunction
with the local Registrar we are able to keep an accurate account of this
work. I have appended a list of the births notified each month and classi-

fied. Of course the figures do not quite correspond with the registered
totals owing to period allowed for registration.

BirTHs NoTiFiED ror THE YEAR 1922.

Nuotified by

Still- Tlegitimate, Mid-

Total. Living. births. Live. Still. Doctors. wives.
January .. S| 3D 2 0 0 0 37
February .. S 1 41 3 0 0 1 43
March S .. 32 31 1 1 0 ] 31
April i v A0 47 2 2 0 2 47
May i g %) i 0 1 3 o6
June & .. b3 63 0 1 0 2 bl
July.. e .. 4 41 3 1 0 2 42
August s oo 42 42 0 2 0 6 36
September .. .o 47 45 2 0 0 4 43
October .. Wit el 32 2 0 0 2 32
November .. I gD 1 0 0 1 42
December .. .. 4b 45 0 0 0 1 i4
Year's Total .. 529 50T 22 8 1 25 504

e T v aam — e e s e

Mortality.—In Tables III. and IV. I have classified the deaths during
the year as returned to me week by week by the local Registrar. The cause
and age incidence is shown in Table III. for all ages, and in Table IV. Infant
Mortality. Table Illa. is a copy of the corrected return made by the Regs-
trar General. The number of deaths registered in the district was 274.
To this must be added the death of 46 persons usually resident in the dis-
trict but dying outside. Against this there is a deduction of 4 deaths of non-



residents, who died within our district. The net number of deaths is there-
fore 316, giving a rate of 136 per 1,000 compared with 10-4 for 1921, and
13-3 for 1920. Table I. (Columns 12 and 13) shows the figures for the past
siX years.

The prevalence of Influenza during the first quarter of the year accounts
very largely for the merease in the number of deaths over the year 1921.
Whereas in the year under report there were 17 deaths from Influenza, 48
from Pneumonia, and 17 from Bronehitis, a total of 93, compared with a
similar total of 43 for 1921, a difference of 50.

Table V. I have again added to show comparisons of our mortality
from Infectious Diseases.

Infant Mortality.— The number of infant deaths for the year is 56
(actually registered). This, compared with 60 for the previous year, gives
a higher death-rate, owing to the diminished number of births. The rate
1s 112, against 99-3 for 1921. The number dying from congenital causes,
prematurity and debility, is excessively high, 34 out of a total of 56.

Mortality of Children under 5 Years.—In addition to the 56 dying during
the first yvear of life, 29 others died before reaching the fifth year, giving a
total of 85 deaths during that period of life. The total for 1921 was 84,
and for 1920 was 111.

Maternity and Child Welfare.—The Health Visitor's report, is appended,
showing the work of this Department for the year. No additional serviees
have been undertaken owing to the expense and awaiting the full County
scheme.

I'nfectious Diseases—Table B of the County Schedule gives all particu-
lars of the incidence of these diseases according to age, and Table II. repeats
this while classifying the Ward ineidence.

Tubereulosis.—This class of disease comes under the control of the
County Tuberculosis Committee, with whose officers we are in close
association. Weekly reports of all notifications are sent to the County
Medical Officer of Health, and a duplicate to the Chief Tuberculosis Officer
for the area. Sanitary investigations are promptly, made on notifications
of this disease by the medical practitioners, and the usual steps taken for the
remedy of defects.
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During the year 33 cases were notified. Of these 23 were of the res-
piratory type, and 10 of the other forms of Tuberculosis.

Sanitary Circumstances of the District.—No changes have taken place
during the year regarding Water Supply, Drainage, and Sewerage.

Closet Accommodation.—No steps have, as yet, been taken to convert
our pail closets to fresh W.C.’s, owing, as I have pointed out before, to water
supply and sewerage difficulties. All new property, however, will have
fresh W.C.’s. The figures regarding the number of different types of closets
are contained in Table C, and in the Sanitary Inspector’s report.

Sanitary I'nspection.—Attached to this report is the Sanitary Inspector’s
report, all the facts of which are, however, contained in Table C.

Schools.—These are under the County Education Committee. They are,
on the whole, in a satisfactory condition regarding sanitation and water
supply. The closets are W.C.'s, with intermittent flushing, and the water
supply is from our own sources. The accommodation is fully utilised still,
and the district is waiting still for the County Education Authority to in-
crease the accommodation by the building of the Central School arranged
for.

Closure of the Schools during the first quarter of the year for three weeks
was adopted owing to the prevalence of Intluenza.

Houvsing.

(1). The supervision and administration connected to the question of
the Housing of the people within the district has again engaged the atten-
tion of the Council during the year, although, perhaps not quite to the same
extent as the previous year, owing to the Municipal Housing Scheme being
well advanced.

The obstacles which presented themselves during the war, in the way of
non-erection of new houses, lack of carrying out repairs, high cost of material,
shortage of labour, coupled with the ever present risk of subsidence, and con-
sequent damage to existing houses, do not seem to have sufficiently dis-
appeared, so as to induce private enterprise to embark on any large scale
with new property.

As regards existing property where defects are reported, I think the
speed at which repairs are carried out could, without undue hardship, be



accelerated, seeing that the cost of material has fallen considerably, and that
the shortage of labour is now a thing of the past.

The time has not yet arrived for carrying out the recommendations con-
tained in the report on the Survey of Housing Needs, respecting insanitary
houses, and nothing has been done save the remedying of minor defects
in this class of property. -

The dwelling houses in the district now number 4,147, of which 3,965
are of the working class type.

This allows an average of 5-6 persons per house.

(2). Population.—In the vear 1911 the population consisted of 21,543
persons, and at mid-year, 1914, these figures had been increased to 22,687,
During the war period, 1914 to 1918, the population gradually declined,
and at the end of 1918 the figures were 20,457, or a reduction of 2,230 persons.
After this time the population steadily increased, and at the end of 1921
this loss had been restored, together with an additional 303 persons, making
a population for the district in 1921 of 22,990 persons.

For the year 1922 the Registrar General estimates a population of 23,220
persons, thus this is a further increase of 230 over the figures for 1921, and
1,677 above the census of 1911.

No development of new industry or addition to existing industries has
taken place during the year, which would interfere with the population in
any way.

(3). (a) Exztent of Shortage of Houses.—The position under this heading
has been steadily improved during the year by the addition to the district
of forty-eight new houses. The Council’s Housing Scheme is credited with
forty out of this number, the remaining eight having been built by private
owners. From these figures it will be observed that there is ample scope
for extended activities on the part of private enterprise, as conditions become
more normal, and this will be necessary before we can expeet to deal with
the insapitary and unfit houses, 200 of which were reported to you in 1919
as being unfit for human habitation.

During the year under review two dwelling houses have been demolished
leaving a net increase of 46 houses for the year, and taking the average of
96 per house, we find that 257 persons have been provided with accommoda-
tion, whilst the estimated increase in population is 230.



(b) Measures Taken to Meet the Shortage.—Consideration was given to
this question in 1919, when two schemes providing for 200 houses were sub-
mitted to you and approved, Since that time the first scheme providing for
80 houses has been completed. The second scheme, however, has been left
in abeyance till such time you think 1t desirable to proceed with.

1. Overcrowding : (1) Extent.—We have had no cazes reported under
this heading during the year, and although there mayv be isolated cases which
do not come under our notice, I believe that in the majority of the houses
with large numbers of persons, there is the average air space for the ocecupants
residing therein.

(2) Causes.—The causes are fairly well known to you. While there
may be excess of lodgers in some premises, by far the greater number of
these houses contain their owa family with grown up sons and daughters
who prefer to stay in the home, even after marriage.

(3) Measures Taken.—When this class of nuisance does come under
observation of the Health Department, the premises are visited and inspected
by your Sanitary Officers. Instructions are given as to the best methods to
adopt in order to secure a better distribution of the occupants, ard, if
necessary, the removal of excess persons.

III. Fitness of Houses.—(1) (a) Taking the house to house inspee-
tions as a basis for the information under this heading, the records show the
general fitness and sanitary condition to be up to the average.

(h) The character of defects usually consist of cracked walls, defective
roofs, floors, windows and plasterwork.

(2) Action taken as regards unfit houses under (a) Public Health
Acts, (&) The Housing Acts: Notfice of Defects served on owners.

IV. Unhealthy Arveas. Housing Act, 1890, Part I. and 11.—(1) The
situation under this heading remains the same as last year, and while some
of these areas require dealing with as early as possible, it has not been prac-
ticable up to the present time to apply the provisions of the above Acts.

Although the housing scheme provided an additional forty houses during
the year, these were occupied as soon as they were passed for occupation,
and there are no empty houses at the present time.



(2) The same applies with reference to my report of the housing needs
in 1919.

(3) We have only received the ordinary type of complaint during the
year, that is, cracked walls, defective roofs, spouts and floors.

V. Bye-laws relating to Houses, Houses-let-in-lodgings, d&e.—No altera-
tion or revision of the bye-laws controlling the above classes of premises has
taken place as yet.

General and Miscellaneous.—Improvements have been carried out in
portions of Downall Green Road, Rectory Road, Low Bank Road, Whit-
ledge Green and adjoining the Grammar School by flagging of the footpaths,
which, in addition to draining away the surface water, greately minimises
the freading of sludge into the adjoining houses, which must add to the
comfort of the tenants.

The details regarding Housing statisties are fully given in Table C,
under heading 9, and this also includes some important sanitary requirements
of the district.

In conclusion, my thanks are due to my colleagues in the Sanitary
Department, and to the Clerk and his Staff, for their help, as well as to the
Surveyor's Staff.

I remain,
Yours obediently,

HY. WINSTANLEY,
Medical Officer of Health.
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CAUSES OF DEATH IN ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD U.D. 1923.

(Tauses .-g" Death.
h,l CAU=ES

. Enteric {ever

Small-pox

. Mesales

Scarlet fever

Whooping cough
Diphtheria ..

Influenza

Encephalitis lethaz gma

9, "'i]cnupromcml mmung:tm

06 NS U A L s

10. Tuberculosis of respiratory system. .

11. Other tuberculous diseases

12. Cancer, malignant disease

13. Rheumatic fever :

14. Diabetes .. ] .
15. Cerebral hﬁ:'muulnff:ﬂ- eic'

16. Heart disease

17. Arterio- atlumsis

18. Bl‘DilL]]ltlH

19. Pneumonia (all !‘{n‘nw}

20, Other respiratory diseases

21. Uleer of stomach or duodenum
22. Diarrheea, ete. (under 2 years)
23. Appendicitis and typhlitis

24, Cirrhosis of liver

25. Acute and chronie ne |1hrltls
26. Puerperal sepsis

7. Other accidents and diseases of Irregnanﬂ}? and p'tl’iu-

rition . .

28. Congenital debility “and Illi:l-lrﬂl‘lllﬂrtiﬂ]l,

birth
29, Swmeide
30, Other deaths frum uuleuu
A1, Other defined discases

32, Canses ill-defined or unknown. .

Special Causes (included above)—

. Poliomyelitis .. .. ..

Polioencephalitis
Deaths of Infants under 1 year—
Total
Iegitimate
Toral Birtas ..
Legitimate
Ilegitimate
PoruraTioN

GexeErAL REcisTeEr OFFICE,

soMmerseT House, Loxpox,

W.C.2.

prmual:-un-.

MEs
M. F.
T e
3 7
2 I
g -
1 5
11 6
1 =
9 5
6 4
8 11
2 3
1 2
14 11
10 8
17 11
25 23
4: =
1 1
= 2
1 1
i L
Rk = |
= . ]
25 9
1 =
T 2
23 21
1 -
I
] 1
252 .. 245
246 .. 241
8 5 N
23,220
April, 1923.
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HEALTH VISITOR’S REPORT.

Heavrn DEeEPARTMENT,
CounciL OFFICES,
February, 1923.
To the Medical Officer of Health.
SIR,
I beg to submit to you the following for the year 1922 :—
Births Notified .. Live hirths, 507 ; Still-births, 22. Total, 529.

Tleqitimate Births .. Live births, 8; Still-births, 1. Total 9.
Notified by doctors, 25.
Notified by midwives, 504.

Home Visits .. .. First visits to infants, 452.
Re-visits under 1 year of age, 1,742,
Re-visits over 1 year and under 5 years of age,
914.

Other Visits .. .. Vizits to school children, 39.
Re-visits to school children, 198.
Special visits re sanitary condition and other matters,

90.
Still-births wvisited, 18.

(iphthalmia Notified, 1; Visits for treatment, 10. KEyes are
Neonatorum now in a satisfactory condition.

Workshops visited where women only are employed, 7.

Sanitary defects were reported to the Sanitary Inspector.

Infant Mortality 56 + 1 dying in Billinge Hospital. Legitimate
Inveshigations infants, 54; Illegitimate infants, 2.
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Ages. Methods of Feeding.
4 less than 1 day. 15 no feeding.
13 - 1 week. 23 wholly breast fed.
13 8 1 month. 12 mixed feeding.
6 i 1 month. 6 wholly artificially fed.

20 over 1 month and less than 1 year.

e
=
o

6

InFanT WELFARE CENTRE.

No. of times Centre was opened .. = et 43

No. of attendances .. s i - .. 1088 /e
New infants joining .. s s & P |-
Average No. of attendances .. A Lk 2 39-8

In addition to the usual work of the Clinie, a Lecture is given every
fortnight to the mothers, on subjects relating to the welfare of the infant and
child, for which a separate class room is now in use.

I should like to thank the Ladies’ Committee and all 1.-'uiuntﬂ.ry workers
for help given during the past year.

During the year 239 garments have been supplied to the mothers in
addition to the 71 parcels of clothing and toys, distributed at the Mothers

Tea Party, held on 25th January, 1923.

From the funds of the Clinic 11 grants were made for travcflinﬁ expenses
and other requirements to children attending hospital.

Supplies of Food.
Free milk, 7741b., costing £72 7s. 6d.
Sold, cost price, 4,7931b. value, £454 15s. Bd.
Free * Virol 7 was given in necessitous cases.
I am, Sir,

Yours obediently,

1 L. Crace,
Health Visitor.
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SANITARY INSPECTOR’S REPORT.

Heavrn DEPARTMENT,
Councin OFFICES,

AsHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD.,

March, 1923.
To the Medical Officer of Health.
SIR,

I beg to submit the following report showing the work dealt with during
_the year ending 31st December, 1922 :—

Houses and premises inspected and visited re nuizsances and

complaints .. s p S e o .. 2160
Nuisances discovered .. = - = i .. 1460
v abated . . 24 s e +a ks S
Notices issued (preliminary) .. S e R el 2
i (statutory) o i i o e
Re-visits to nuisances .. b 4 i o .. 2348
Other wvisits made i oF ) L i o 1358
Nuisances remaining on books, 31st December, 1922 =BT

DescripTION ©OF NUISANCES Drart WiThH.

Defective and damp walls .. i i o it 88
i roofs and spouts .. ¢ o= i S
= floors .. 25 42, St 1 S i 05
- slopstones .. e s st o i 11
= waste pipes .. = ik L5 4 o 34
» wall and ceiling plaster .. e £z S AT
i firegrates 5 o £ 7 o 3 S8
- windows and doors .. Lo 3 s . 101
= stalrcases s i 3 e o e 1
8 washing boilers o o - o 2ot 12
= paving in yards .. o e s 4 67
- setting around gullies 2 i o e 26

e W.C. flushing cisterns i s 5 Ty 9
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Defective ventilating pipes 5
+ pall and ashpit doors s o » X 75

= chimney stacks i e s s s 5}

= closet roofs, floors and doors .. For - 38
pail places .. s S L i o B

FuulWC pans .. - i o 3
Choked and defective dmms a,nd gullu}s i i S L |
Houses or parts requiring cleansing .. 1 5 e
Downspouts requiring disconnecting .. Sis - i 1
Grullies requiring covers s e o e = +
Delapidated closets and ashpits 45 s i = 13
% yard walls and gates .. it e x 10
Want of pail and ashpit doors i i i s 98
2 closet doors .. - 7

- caves gutters .. g i e s i 17

- waste pipes .. e s i £.2 s 1

»w  dustbins o 8 o o - = 11
Foul condition of premuses .. S5 Y5 2 s 1
Workshops requiring limewashing .. o o o 10
Cowsheds - 2t 2 i h e 9
by with defective paving i po i - 1

o - drainage .. e 2 = 5

% overcrowded s .3 % b 0 1
Miscellancous 3 s 3 = o 5 2 10

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES.

There is one slaughter-house on the register, and this has only been in
use occasionally during the year. Periodical inspections have been made to
these premises.

FOOD CONDEMNED.

The undermentioned food has been condemned as being unfit for human
consumption :—

Part passed ani

Condemned. part condenined.
Bullock Liver LY o 1 P 5
Heifer Carcase .. 3 1501b. s 1

Other Meat 5 e 821h. A -
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HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING ACTS, 1909—1919,

Number of houses inspected .. 157

= defects discovered H39

- damp and defective walls 38

= defective roofs and spouts 102

n - floors .. 99

s s slopstones 5

5 ,, waste pipes 16

<L i wall and ceiling plaster 54

£ A windows and doors .. 42

5 o firegrates 18

. - washing baoilers 3

T 3 paving in yards 35

o setting around gullies 13

o : ventilating pipes 3

- X pail and ashpit doors 24

= = closet roofs, floors and doors 17

- e houses or parts requiring cleansing 12

s choked and defective drains and gullies |

. dilapidated closets and aspits .. 1

2 o vard walls and gates )

4 cullies requiring covers .. 1

Want of pail and ashpit doors D3

- closet doors 1

vi eaves gutters .. 10

Miscellaneous 3
FACTORY AND WORKSHOPS ACTS.

Number of Factories and Workshops on Register . 112
Written

Inspections. Notices. Prosecutions.

Factones. . 2 o 31 | Nil.

Workshops o7 5 Nil.

Workplaces 24 Nil. Nil.

112 6 Nil.
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Derects Founp.

Found,
Want of cleanliness .. 2 = 10
Other defects .. ! ! ey 9

REGISTERED WORESHOPS.

Dressmakers and milliners

Tailors e

Bakers and confectioners

Painters and plumbers

Joiners and builders

Shoeing smiths .. B i 2
Wheelwrizht

Cooper

Sadlder : :

Motor and eycle repairers

Lock and hinge manufacturers
Laundries

Printer : i i
Cotton spinners .md manufacturers
Gasworks : i
Boot, shoe and clog nmnuiaﬁtun TS
Cabinet makers

Monumental mason

Iee eream: manufacturer

Mineral water manufacturers

File cutters

Tool sharpener

Engineering works

Orner  MATTERS.
Matters notified to H.M. Inspector of Factories

Notified by H.M. Inspector
Reports (of action taken) sent to H. M ]n*\pe {.tm

INFECTIOUS DISEASE (PREVENTION) ACT.

No. of houses disinfected 21 o i
o beds disinfected . .
other articles disinfected

¥

Remedied.

—

=
(=]

m-14-5§;.;

—

— L L e = S Q0 e b e bBD RO MR e = =

[

Nil.

Nil.

218
106
67T
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No. of houses or parts cleansed after infectious disease .. 12
5 visits to houses ye infectious disease. . i i 144
o - ve cleansing and limewashing .. 42

DAIRIES, COWSHEDS, AND MILKSHOPS ORDER.

The dairies, cowsheds, and milk-shops. have been inspected, and the
following are the details of the inspections:—

No. of cowsheds on register .. - i o -t 41
dairies on register 2 o = b o ]

o milkshops on register .. g 0 s s 1

= visits paid i o o S o S 94

DerEcTs DISCOVERED.

Defective paving. . e o 5 o i i 1
o drainage G - s i3 5
Requiring limewashing 9
Overcrodwed ]
SHOPS ACTS.

No. of shops on register o = e 5 B U )1,
5 visits to shops (day) .. s h e .o pls

5 o (night) . s o o s 78
Caution for not exhibiting meg Notice .. : 24
Cautioned for not exhibiting form (Assistants’ Hﬂ,ii hUhd.J;v} 10
Cautioned for selling after closing hours .. - s 37

Davip GAMBLE,

Sanitary Inspector.
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