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ANNUAL REPORT

of the
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

To the Chairman and Members of the Urban District Council of Ashington.

Mr. Chairman and Councillors,

I have the honour to present to you the report of the Medical Officer
of Health and the Chief Publie Health Inspector for 1971.

Dr, K. Dick retired in August 1971, and I would like to pay tribute to
the work she has preformed during her term of office. This in fact should be
credited as her finel annual report.

Population The population fell again from 25,390 in 1970 to 25,300 in 1971,
Registrar General's estimate). These figures are accurate, following the
census in 1970.

Births The number of registered live births was 510 - an increase of 47
over 1970 giving a crude birth rate of 20.1 per 1,000 estimated population
(E. & W. 16.0) and an adjusted rate of 20.9 per 1.000 estimated population
(E. & W. 16.0).

Deaths There were 324 deaths during 1971, this is 35 fewer than in 1970
and gives a crude death rate of 12.8 per 1,000 estimated population (E. & W.
11.6) and an adjusted death rate of 14.9 per 1,000 estimated population

(E. & W 11.6).

There were 11 deaths of infants under 1 year - I fewer than in 1970,
giving an infant mortality rate of 21.5 per 1,000 live births (E. & W. 18.0).
This is a considerable improvement but still abowve the figpure for England and
Wales.,

Infectious Disease There were only § cases of infectious disease notified during
the year. This must be a record for this district. There were 2 cases of
pulmonary tuberculosis, 2 cases of non-pulmonary tuberculosis and 1 case sach

of food poisoning, scarlet fever, Measles and infective hepatitis.

The food poiscning case was in a child and the diagnosis was made too
late to trace the source of the infection.

I would like to thank all members of the health department staff for
their co-operation and help during my first four months as Medical Officer

and to my colleagues in cther departments for their courtesy, consideration
and assistance.

I am,

Your obedient Servant.

A, DONALDSON,

Medical Officer of Health,






Chairman of the Public Health Committes = Councillor J.4W.C. Greener
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Registrar-CGeneral's estimate of resident population Mid 1971 ..csceess
Rateable Value .sescevcoscnsssssssnscsssasancssssssssnssssssarssssnns
Dma Fenny Hate ProdUces ceessssssssngapbprnpnnnsessbbrobbbbgobstsssis
Number of inhabited houses (end of 1971) sevessegressssrsscsnsasssans
Total mumber of houses cwned by Local Authority in district ;ecqecece

6,057
25, 300
£826,008
£7,820
9,278
3,074
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VITAL STATTISTICS

The fipures in brackets are the cerresponding fipures for England and Wales.

BIRTHS
Comparability Factor 1.04
Live Births Total Male Female
Legitimate hE1 2hf 235
Illegpitimate 29 18 11

510 284 26

——— —— —

Birth Rate per 1,000 of the estimated population csssssssscosssrnce 20:1
ﬂﬁju&t&d Eil‘th Rﬂt—& EEEAE R EEAREEOREIRATEEESRAAGERERRAIQERERAO RPN IR RE Eﬂ'rg E]-EFD}
Ratio of local adjusted birth rate to national rate sscsssssasssssa Lo31
Illegitimate live births as percentage of all live births .ssssezeses & (8)

S5till Births. Total Male Female

Legitimate 5 - 2
Bate per 1,000 {13re and 851000 Birihe .ssssssesaspennssnnsesnassws Daf 130

DEATHS
Comparability Factor 1.17

Male Female Total
162 162 32k

Decth Rate per 1,000 of the population .ssssesessssssssssisasssunns 1245
Adjusted Death Bate ceasisasssnnnesuppasssanssssisdsssisnatisssnans 1“:9 (11.7)
Deaths from Puerperal Causes, Pregnancy, Childbrith, Abortion ..... NIL
Maternal Mortality Rate per 1,000 total (liwve and still) births ... NIL

Deaths of Infants under 1 year Total Male Female
Legitimate 10 5 5
TIllegitimate 1 1 -

11 6 5

Death Rate of Infants under 1 year

All infants por 1,000 live Hirths ssssssssnsnsssrsssssrsassnsnsngco Elvﬁ (15}

Deaths of Infants under 4 weeks Total Male Female
Legitimate & £ 5
Deaths of Infants under 1 week Total Male Female
Legitimate 7 3 [

Neonatal Mortality Rate (deaths of Infants under 4 weeks per 1,000
live hirtha) EnmEE e eE D 150“ {12}
Barly Weonatal Death Rate (Infants under 1 week) seepssscsssssssases 13.5 (10)
Perinatal Mortality rate [5tillbirths and Deaths under 1 week per
1,000 live and still births) seessss 23.5 (22)
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CAUSES OF DEATH 1971

Code Ho. INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION M. F. Total
002 Pulmonary Tuberculosis - 1l 1
151 Malignant Neoplasm of Stomach L by 8
153 L I " Large Bowel i 2 =
15[+ il 1] i Rectum a 1 5
157 5 it "  Pancreas 2 z 5
160 i ik " Antrum 1 - 1
151 L[ 1] i Lﬂr,‘fﬂx e 1 1
162 .. u " Bronchus and Iung 7 7 14
172.9 1" Melanoma Site Unspecified - L i
174 1» Heoplasm of Breast = L b
180 " B " Cervix Uteri - e 2
183 I " " Owary = 2 2
184.1 i i¥ " Vulva - 1 1
185 I " " Prostate & - 6
188 18 1 " Bladder - 1 1
199 L i " Site Unspecified 1 2 =
200 Lympho Sarcoma = 1 1
203 Multiple Myeloma - 1 1
205 Myeloid Leukiemia - 2 2
21% Paget's Disease of Bone - il 1
250 Diabetes Mellitus 1 2 3
255,9 Adrenal Necrosis 1 - 1
345 Epilepsy 1 - |
5 1s] Myocardial Infarction 58 55 330
L27 Congestive Heart Failure s S0 =
428 Myocardial Degeneration 2 8 10
L30 Sub Arachnoid Haemorrhage 1 1 2
L31 Cerebral Haemorrhage 1B 16 32
433 Cerebral Thrombosis and Embolism 6 G 12
L37 Cerebral Arteriosclerosis - 1 &
438 111 Defined Cerebro Vascular Disease 1 - 3l
by Arteriosclerosis ] 1 4
k2 Aortic Aneurysm 1 - 1
450 Pulmonary Embolism 2 1 3
480 Viral Pneumonia - I 1
L8k Acute Interstitial Pneumonia - 1 1
L85 Broncho-Pneumonia 6 9 15
g1 Chronic Bronchitis T 13 7 25
493 Asthma 1 - 1
512 Spontanecus Pneumo Thorax 1 = 1
514 liypostatic Pneumonia 2 - =
552 Duodenal Ulcer o - 1
560 Intestinal Obstruction 2l - 1
560,2 Velvulus 1 - 1
567 Peritonitis s - 1
571 Cirrhosis of Liver - - 2
574 Cholelithiasis - 1 1l
597 Acute Pancreatitis - 1 1
582 Chronic Nephritis P 1
595 Renal Failure e 1 1
716 Polymyositis - 1 1
77e Intracranial Haemorrhage - 1 1
775 Haemolytic Disease of Newborn - 1 1
776 Cerebral Anoxia with Prematurity 1 1 2
¥ &is Prematurity ok - 1
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CHIEF CAUSES OF -DEATH IN ASHINGTON

Total Total % of Total % of Total
Cansen Noe Nos  deaths deaths
1970 1971 1570 1971
Diseases of Heart & Circulatory System 148 135 h1.22 h1.3 _
Malignant Neoplasms 59 60 16,43 18.5
Cerebrovascular Disease Lk 48 12,25 14,8
Fneumonia and Bronchitis s b6 12,8 14,1 5
TOTAL 297 289 82,70 87.17
THFANT DEATHS

Cause Sex Age Place of Death |
Prneumonia Male 3 mths. Hospital
Rhesus Incompatability Female St hre. Hospital
Prematurity Male 1 min. Hospital
Prematurity Female 9 hrs. Hospital
Hecrosis of adrenals Male 6 whs, Hospital
Anoxia of Childbirzth Female 10 min. Hospital ]
Cerebral Haemorrhage Female 20 hrs. Hospital
Prematurity Female 19 days Hospital
Prematurity Male B hrs. Hospital
Asphyxia (Accident) Male 2 mths, Home
Peritonitis Male 45 min. Hospital

TUBERCULOSIS

NEW CASES AND MORTALITY DURING 1971,

Two new capes were notified.

in ]'_9?1.

Death rate from respiratory tuberculosis

One death

in Ashington.

occurred from tuberculosis

0.0%

Death rate from other forms of tuberculosis in Ashington NIL
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STATISTIICS FOR THE URBAN DISTRICT OF ASHINGTON.

Tear Population 0P i Infant ot ate
Rata Rate‘ EEEE{EI yE's per 1,000
per 1,000 pope per 1,000 pop. live births
1906 19,200 375 16,35 136 188.6
1516 25,974 2773 15 109 151,38
1926 31,810 23,22 11.90 el 107.9
1936 30,020 17.52 10.95 b1 7794
1946 28,460 21.5 10.7 30 49,9
1556 28,360 16,561 11.6 17 26.09
1957 28,370 15.83 9.799 15 33.41
1958 28,340 15.49 10.%6 11 24.83
1959 28,210 15,16 1017 12 26.32
1960 28,150 16.23 11.15 15 30.93
1961 27,380 15.70 11.47 9 20,98
1962 27,170 16.636 12,45 8 17.69
1963 26,920 16.86 11.6 i 15.42
19614 26, 600 16, 4% 10,86 14 3204
1965 26,480 15,52 15,22 a 21.89
1566 26,360 14,68 11,49 5 12,92
1567 2b 4 320 16,6 13.2 ? 15.9
1968 26,080 17 12.9 & 14,0
1969 25,830 15,1 13.2 g 22
1570 25,390 18.2 14.1 15 e
1571 25,300 20.1 12.8 11 21.5

FREVALENCE OF, AND CONTHOL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES
GhSkEs NOTINIED DURING TiHE YEAR

SN B TR T T T
i TN AR " - TR A - S " R - =
L ' AL O T | f'j:-\ e
L] Q My (o Y oy D
= R [T 1 T T SO | [N TR~ S ST I
i e T TR R R
Pulmonary Tuberculesis
3 - = - = - = 2
fion Pulmonary Tuberculosis = L e i 1 z
Food Poisoming - RN e e s e e e
R S e, ST e e
Scarlet Fever R | z
Measles e e S S
Infective Hepatitis o e i, ST e (R SR e S P ) B
- - = = i 1
TOTAL 1 2 2= =]l
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CANCER DEATHS 1971 - SITE AND AGE DISTRIBUTION

| 2 MALES 3 — FEMALES =

Site ol Discate 0-25 25-34 35-4k U455k 55.64 dmm", Totall0-25 25.30 Z5-b4 45-54 55-64 ge’ Total
Malignant Neoplasm of:
Stomach = - - - - L i = = = & 1 3 A
Large Bowel y - - - - 1 1 = = = = - = )
Rectum ; - - - - = 2 2 - = i = 1 = 1
Pancreas - - - 1 1 - 2 = = ~ = - 3 3
Antrum 1 - = - - - 1 = i - = -~ = =
Larynx - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 1
Bronchus & Lung - - - - 2 5 7 - - 1 3 - z 7
Melanoma - - - - - - = - 1 - - - - 1.
Breast - - - - - - - - - - 2 1 1 L
Cervix Uteri - - - = = = = - - = - 1 2
Cvary - - - - - — - & - = - 1 1l 2
Vulva = - = = = = = = ~ 2 - - 1 1
Frostate - - - - 2 i & - - = = - = -
Bladder - - - - - = - = = = et 1 = 1
Unspecified - = - = - 1 1 - - = = - 2 2
Lympho Sarcoma = - = = - - B - = - = 1 - 1
Multiple Myelomata = - = e =, s o = - s . ~ 1 1l
Myeloid Leumaemia = = - - = = = = £, = 2 - g 2
Paget's Disease = - - £ s = . - .. = - i 1 1

TOTALS 1 - - - R et L 1 1 7 7 20 36




CHIEF PUELIC HEALTH INSPECTOR'S ANNUAL REPORT

Year Ended 31st December, 1971.

No. of inspections during year

NHo. of defects or contraventions

Ho. of Informal Notices served

Defects remedied by informal action

Defects remedied under Improvement

No. of Statutory Notices served

Defects remedied by Statutory Action

o &
: £
4=
m
& g 2
p; (=1 =51
& %
3 5 C
Housing
Structural Defects ) 1172 103 72 1069 17 33 e
Defective Food Store )] = = & = ! = _
Dampness 1107 ) 150 22 17 168 1 1 -
Overcrowding } = = £ & & = i
Water Supply
Insufficient 65 ) o = - = = & -
Unsatisfactory ) 13 9 T . = e
.' - = L — 3
jDcainage
Insufficient 148 ) - - - - - - -
‘Unsatisfactory ) 53 a8 8 39 6 9 -
jSenitary Conveniences
Ensufficient ) = = & = & = &
Unsatisfactory 20 ) 13 10 11 1 3 3 -
General
Food Premises 571 223 218 166 - - - -
Dairies oy 3 = 2 = = =
Slaughterhouses Lzl 5 it 5 2 = = -
Tents, Vans, etc. &2 7 - - SR - - -
Offensive Trades = o - = = = = =
Keeping of Animals 29 6 = [ = = 2 =
Offensive Accumulations 100 35 2 35 - - 1 -
Clean Air Acts B2 g = 9 i s i o
Civic Amenities Act 70 27 - 27 - - - =
Refuse Collection & Disposal 1575 212 109 212 = - = =
Factories & Workplaces 34 13 13 135 - - = =
Offices and Shops 221 136 136 107 - = =
Infectious Diseases 29 - - - = - - -
Rodent Control &
Diginfestation 310 - - - - - -
Noize Nuisances 15 2 2 = - - -
}'—"“Tf o 4896 2118 630 706 1281 27 47 -
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

General

The abatement of nuisance was as usual achieved mainly by informal action. and
in respect of only four premises was it necessary to serve Statutory Notices.

Inspections were carried out im connection with all Improvement Grant applications
and necessary repairs were carried out before the grants were approved. These repairs
have been included in the tables,

A total of 190 houses were improved during the year, of which 145 were by
Digeretionary Grant, 235 by Standard Grant and 21 were Council houses.

One General Improvemnt Area, consisting of 9% houses (the Council owned Garden
City Villas) was declared, and the systematic area improvement by the National Cosl
Board in co-operation with the Council was still proceeding.

Under Part IITI of the Housing Act 1969, three qualification certificates were
granted and two applications refused, and one certificate of provisionzl approwval
was granted.

No applications for certificates of Disrepair under the Rent Act 1957 were made
during the year.

The table below summarises the notices served:-

Nuisances dealt with and work
required to be done :::::inar g:i:;g:d
Notices

Insufficient, choked or defective drainage 55 55
Defective W.C. Basins & 5
Defective W.C. Cisterns & service pipes 8 6
Defective water supply and lack of internal water supply b 3
Defective sinks and waste pipes and provision for

internal water supply e 8 1
Defective or missing ashbins 294 274 |
Defective roofs 93 85 |
Damp walls 190 185 |
Defective spouts 103 96 i
Defective wallplaster Ky U I
Defective ceilings 298 298 }
Defective doors windows and floors 207 206 !
Defective ranges, fireplaces and setpot beoilers 23 19 |
Defective chimney flues 39 38 :
Defective paving and yard surfaces 69 67 i
Defective food stores - - i
Defective brickwork and pointing 118 115 |
Defective baths and wash basins 17 17 !
Defective electrical wiring 161 156 '
Offensive accummulations 3 5 J
Other defects : 5 3



Water S“EEEE

The water supply to the area is provided by Tynemouth Corporation from
Fontburn and Tosson to Hebron Reservoir, and by gravity main to Ashington, with
an additional supply provided by the Coguet Water Board.

No alterations or additions to the distribution system were necessary during
the year,

The storage tank at Bothal Village was by-passed throughout the year by
a temporary direct mains connection,

Thirty nine water samples were taken for bacteriological examination, all
of which were reported to be satisfactory.

Sewerage

The length of trunk sewer in the Summerhouse Lane area, found to be damaged
by mining subsidence, was re-laid during the year.

A length of sewer was laid in the Lintonville area, discharging into a tank

which will be emptied regularly, and eliminate the necessity for chemical closets
in two more premises,

Swimming Baths

The swimming baths belong to the Ashington Miners' Welfare Institute, but
are available te the general public as well as to Institute Members, and are open
all year round.

The water used is from the main water supply and is treated by continucus
chlorination and filtration,

Nine bacterioclogical samples of the baths were taken during the year, and
all samples were reported to be satisfactory.

Regular sampling and testing is also undertaken by the Scientific Department

of the MNational Coal Board in Ashington and copies of the reports are made available
to this Department.

Schools

There are 13 Primary Schools in the district (7 Junior and & Infant) 6
Secondary Schools, a Grammar Sehool, Technical College, Seniors Practical
Instruction Centre, and a Training Centre for Handicapped Children.

The Hirst East Secondary Modern School was extended by 100 places, housed in
temporary buildings across the road.

An additional 330 County High School places are proposad,
Cinemas and Public Buildi
M
Routine inspection of such buildings was carried out during the year.

Atmospheric Follution

The installation of room heaters in Council Houses, which was abandoned in
favour of fan-assisted open fires when a shortage of smokeless fuel was predicted,
has not been resumed, though the threatened shortage never really materialised
as far as Sunbrite was concerned.

While the improved open fires are approved appliances in that they are capable
of burning coke, some of them will only burn the more re-active, and more expensive



Atmospheric Pollution (Cont'd.)

solid fuel. As long as tenants are given the option of bruning coal or ccke,
mest of them will burn coal,being the cheapest, and ignore the long-term effect
of the hazard to health and environment caused by smoke,

As long as we continue to install coal burning appliances, we are nﬂF only
failing to contain or reduce domestic air pollution, but are encouraging it.

The joint operation, with Alcan Ltd., of monitoring equipment has continued,
and should provide an excellent comparison of "before and after" measurements once
the smelter plant comes into operation.

Fouling of Footways by Dogs.

We still receive complaints of dogs fouling paths, verges and grassed areas,
particularly on open plan estates.

While a dog catcher and dog warden are now employed, the practice of allowing
dogs to stray is so prevalent that it is difficult to control. [Unfortunately,
complainants are rarely prepared to identify the offending dogs and owners when
fouling cccurs and we consequently have not yet been able to take proceedings.

Rodent Control

Although the number of complaints was higher than last year, the number of
actual infestations was less and necessary treatments were successfully carried
out.

There was apgain a seasonal influx towards the end of the year when rats tend
to move into more densely populated areas because of lack of food in natural
habitats.

During the year surveys were again carried out of areas likely to harbour
rodents, and refuse tips were treated at regular intervals. These regular surveys
and treatments resulted in the early elimination of infestations and this shows
in the relatively small number of infestations within the town.

The following table summarises the work done:=

Type of Property

Hon=Agricultural Agricultural
Number of Properties in district 11, bbb 29
Total number of properties
inspected following notification 169 -
Humber infested by (1) Rats 50 -
(2) Mice 18 -

e —

Total number of properties inspected
for rats and/or mice for reasons other
than notification, 300 29

Number infested by (1) Rats
(2) Mice = -

oo
%]
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Disinfestation

Treatments carried out were as follows:=

B S o e Council Houses  Private Houses =~
Clover Mite 105 -
Beetles 12 11
Bugs 4 -
Silver Fish 1 -
Snails - 1
Flies 2 1
Wasps 2 2
Fleas - 1
Bees 1 -

L Spider Beetles 3 -

No charge is made for the treatment of Council Houses, though private
occupiers pay for Disinfestor's time and for the insecticide used.

A wvery high number of complaints of clover mite was received, mainly from
the West End Estate, and presumably due to the mild winter. HNormal spraying had
little effect, and it was found necessary to remove a strip of grass at the base
of the houses, leaving the soil rough turned, and then again spraying walls and
windows.

This treatment was very successful, but it may be necessary to retain this soil
barrier round the houses for a number of years in order to clear the mite completely.

No complaints of mosguite bites were received during the year, and though
likely breeding grounds were examined, no larvae were found.

Pet Animals Act |

One licence to sell Pet Animals was granted to a stall holder in the closed
mrket-

Riding Bstablishments Act 1964 and 1970,

There is one riding establishment in the area, and following the submission
of the Vetinary Surgeon's report, the licence was renewed for a further twelve
months, but the licensee was informed that it would not be again renewed unless the
buildings were brought to the standard required by the 1970 Act. :

Refuse Collection and Disposal,

The second phase of the bonus scheme was introduced in May on the delivery of
the twe new Revopak collection vehicles, This raduced the collection fruqu-mqyitn
once per week, except for premises with limited bin storage and certain trade pre
The number of collection vehicles was reduced from five to three,

The teams did not settle down on this scheme, but had to work overtime to
complete the schedules, and further work study was carried out, resulting in a new
bonus offer, which was finally accepted in Decembers

It was hoped that the revised scheme would operate satisfactorily,.
Collections of bulk refuse were carried out in overtime, and during the year

we dealt with 798 requests for the removal of furniture, cookers, cycles etc., all
of which were cellected free of charge,

T e R
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Refuse Collection and Disposal (Cont'd.)

The removal of dereliet and abandoned wehicles was secured, mainly by
informal action after the owners had been traced.

The refuse pulverising plant continued to operate satisfactorily. Break-
downs cccurred much less fregquently, and medifications to the cutput conveyor,
and the provision of a chimnmey to relieve pressure successfully eliminated the
last of the reqular causes of hold up in operation. The escape of dust from the
plant within the building has been largely eliminated and it is hoped that a
spray system to be installed next year will deal with dust resulting from the
vehicles tipping into the hopper.,

The remainder of the 22 acres held under the pre-1969 lease is expected to be
handed back for agricultural use in January, leaving less than 7 acres in current
use.

1,575 visits and inspections were made during the year in comnection with
refuse collection and disposal.

Statistics and costs for the year 1970-1971 were as follows:-

Operational Statisties

Total refuse collected 9,382 tons
Percentage of refuse weighed
Weight (cwts.) per 1,000 population

per day 20,352 cwts,

No. of premises from which refuse is

collected. 9,953

Premises from which collections are

made at least once weekly. 100%

Average haul, single journey to

disposal point 2.5 miles

Trode Refuse Income £025

COSTS
Collection Disposal Total

Gross Expenditure £38,813 £18,408  £57,311
Gross cost/ton - Labour only £2.75 £0.42 £3,17
Gross cost/ton - Transport only £1.37 £0.46 £1.83
Nett cost (all expenditure) per ton £4,06 £1.95 £6,01
Nett cost per 1,000 population £1,505 £724 £2,229
Nett cost per 1,000 premises £3,825 £1,841 £5,666

Hefuse Dispogal Vehicles and Staff.

Vehicle Reg. Make Type First Registered
KNL 155E Shelvoke & Drewry Fore & Aft Tipper 6.1.67.
MJR 5901' " = = Pekamatic 1:\-3#6’75
UTY ?573 1" 1] " m 22.5.,70,
YJR L63J n H..n Revopak 1k.5.71.
YJIR 775 M B &l L 14:5.71
VL 851H Austin & ewt. van 347070,
WTY 9987 Ford 5000 Tractor/Dozer 1.3.71:

{In service December 1970.

ﬂWH-EQGF is the normal ppare vehicle, and KNL 155E is being held temporarily,
unregistered, until we can assess what effect the plate testing will have in the
availability of the spare.
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Refuse Disposal Vehicles & Staff cont'd,

Staff consists of:=

1 Foreman, 3 Drivers, 3 Plant Operators, 2 Driver/Lifters and 10 Bin Lifters,

FACTORIES ACT 1961

There are 81 factories and workshops in the district, The following table
gives details of inspections made and defects found during the year under review.

1. INSPFECTIONS,

Poantesd Humber Number of
- on Written Occupiers
Hegister Inspections HNotices Frosecuted

1. Factories in which
| Sects. 1,2,3,% & 6 I 4
E are to be enforced = o
| by L.A,
|Eu Factories not inel-

uded in 1 in which

Sect. ¥ iz enforced £8 23 15 -

by L.A,

|

| £
F

|

|

I

%« Other premises in
which Sect. 7 is :
enforced by L.A. (excly 9 ? - -
outworkers' premises).

| TOTAL: 81 3k 13 .

2. CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND

P—
Hugbgr gf Caaeafin which Now of EF;;:
elects were i
Pouna  Heme- Hoforred Seonirons
died to H.Ma By H.M. it
FSElRe instituted

| Want of Cleanliness & & 1 1 = 2
| Overcrowding - - - = -
| Unreasonable temperature = - - = =

Inadequate ventilation - - - - -

Ineffective drainage of
| floors - = - - = .
| Sanitary Conveniences: an
| a) Insufficient 1 1 - - -
{ b) Unsuitable or defective 6 (3 - - -

¢) Not separate for sexes - - - - -
\ Other offences against the
i Act (Not including offences
| relating to Outwork). - - - - -
' TOTAL: 13 15 1 1 =




FACTORIES ACT 1961 (Cont'd.)

-? -

PART VIII OF THE ACT

CUTWORK
(Sections 133 and 134)
Section 133 Section 134
No. of No. of No. of Ho. of Notices |Prose
Hature outworkers on| cases in | prosecu- | instan- | Served cutions
of August lst default tions ges of
Wark required by in send- | for fail-| work in
Section 133 ing lists| ing to unwhole-
(1) (c) to the supply some
Couneil lists premises
(1) (2) (3) (%) (5) (&) (7)
Artificial
Flowers 42 - - = e -
TOTAL: Lz - - = - -

OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES ACT 1963.

Although eight premises were registerec during the year, there was a
decrease of twenty nine in the total number of registered premises, due to the
thirty seven premises which no longer came within the scope of the Act, either by
closing down or ceasing to employ persons.

Of the 281 premises registered under the Act, 163 received one or more general
inspections during the year.

221 visits and inspections under the Act were carried out for various purposes.

REGISTRATIONS AND GENERAL INSPECTIONS
Humber of Total number | Number of
Premizes of registered | registered
newly regis- | premises at the | premises
tered during | end of the year receiving
the year general
inspections
during the year
{
0ffices - 61 | 18
Retail Shops 7 205 127
Wholeeale Shops & Warehouses - i 2
Catering establishments open l
to the Public - canteens i & (
Fuel storapge depots - % 2
TOTAL: 8 281 163
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ANALYSIS OF PERSONS EMPIOYED IN REGISTERED
PREMISES BY WGREPMGE__

Class of Workplace Humber of persons
employed
Offices 850
Retail Ehops 1315
Wholesale departments, warehovses 25
Catering establishments open to the public 73
Canteens : 2
Fuel Storage Depots 19
TOTAL: : 2282
Total Males 918
Total Females 1364

lio applications for exemption in respect of temperature, sanitary conveniences
or washing facilities have been received.

One exemption from the first aid provision is in force in view of the Medical
Centre which is awvailable to the employees concerned.

ANALYSIS OF CONTRAVENTIOHS

JU nentie LN nE oo cail_pidiiy asmse e 2k
Section Humber of Contraventions Found
b Cleanliness 1
5 ' Overcrowding 5
& Temperature 7
i Ventilation -
8 Lighting 10
: 9 Sanitary Conveniences 11
| 10 Bashing Facilities : 2
: il Supply of Drinking Water -
. 12 Clothing Accommodation =
| 13 Sitting Facilities =
[ 14 Seats (Sedentary Workers) -
' 15 Eating Facilities -
{ 16 Floors, passages and stairs 23
:. 17 Fencing exposed parts of machinery b |
| 18 Protection of young persons from
dangerous machinery -
19 Training of young persons working
at dangerous machinery -
25 Prohibition of heawvy work - |
24 First Aid - General Provisions 1 i
Other Matters 32 5
TOTAL: 136 1

1] accidents were notified during the year, detalls of these were submitted
to the Department of Employment and Productivity in the quarterly returns.
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Details of accidents notified were as follows:-

Type of Premises Hature of Accident

1. Retail Shop Strained back when lifting carton of detergent

2. Retail Shop Broke bone in hand while hoisting himself from
kneeling position by means of a shelf.
3, Retail Shop Slipped while hanging side of bacon, lacerating right
arm on bacon hook.
L, Retail Shop Bruised back when struck by a carton which rolled down
a conveyor belt.
5. Betail Shon Slipped on staircase injuring spine.
6. Retail Shop Twisted back while lifting a bread tray.
7« HBRetail Shop Lacerated hand while cutting chicken.
8. Retail Shop Slipped on warehouse floor injuring back.
9, Retail Shop Bumped trolley bruising right lega
10, Office Fell while cleaning window injuring wrist.
11, Canteen Slipped on canteen floor injuring back,

Investigations were carried out in the case of accidents 3.4 and 5 but no
further action was found necessary.

Formal investigation is only required if the accident was of a serious
nature, or it appears that there are unusual circumstances, or the possibility
of safety regulations having been broken. In fact. we visit the premises of every
accident notification. if only to impress the management that notification is not
merely a formality, but that the purpose is to find means te prevent accidents.

TABULAR STATEMENT OF HOUBING FOR THE YEAR 1971.

Houses completed within the district during the year:

a) By Local Authority =
b) By any other Housing Authority -
¢) By Private Persons -

Closing and Demolition

1l. Houses demplished in Clearance Areas
2« Houses demolished not in Clearance Areas
3. Houses closed, not demolished -
%. Any other houses permanently

discontinued as dwellings and not

included above. -

ol |

Repairs
Houses made fit by procedure under either Housing or P H. Acts

5s By informal action
6; By owners, following statutory notice 4
il

&

7+ By Loeal Authority in defanlt of owners
8. Demolition Orders revoked after recomstruction
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TABULAR STATEMENT OF HOUSING FOR THE YEAR 1971 {cn,t_ltlﬂ}

Houses Patched

9, Houses in Clearance Areas still in use
at end of year for temporary accommodation. =

Clearance Programme

10. Number of unfit houses in clearance programme
remaining to be dealt with at end of year -

HOUSE IMPROVEMENTS - HOUSING ACTS 1969-71

GENERAL TMPROVEMENT ARZAS No. of Areas lNo. of Houses
Areas declared during the year 1l gl
PRIVATELY OWNED HOUSE IMPROVEMENT No. of Separate Houses
l. DISCRETIONARY GRANTS In GIA'S Others
a) Improvements completed during year - 145
b) Approximate average grant/house £h21
¢) Total number of houses improved with grant aid since
1949 2126
2« STANDARD GRANTS During the year Total to date

a) Number of separate houses for which
grants have been made 23 206
b) Number of houses provided with

{a) Bath or shower L =
(b) Wash hand basin 8 [
(c) Hot water supply 3 (1
(d) Water Closet 23 197
{e) Sink I 10
COUNCILL HOUSE THMPROVEMENTS

Number of council owned properties improved

with exchequer assistance 21 166

HOUSING ACT 1969 - PART IIT

l. Qualification Certificates

(a) Applications: received 5
(b) granted 3
(c) refused 2
(d) Appeals: allowed =
(e) disallowed -
2s Certificate of provisional approval
(a) Applications: received 1
granted 1

fe) refused =



-11'-
INSFECTION AND SUFERVISION OF FOOD

Ice Cream

Six premises in the area are repistered for the manmufacture of ice creams
though in only five of these, was ice cream manufactured during the year.

They were all inspected and were found to comply with the Ice Cream
{(Heat Treatment etc.) Repulations 1959, and with the Food Hygiene Regulations.

91 sanples of ice cream were taken and submitted to the Public Health
Laboratory.

The analysis of results iz as follows:-

Mobiles Premises
Grade 1 2 3 Lk 2 Ll g 3
Soft Ice Cream Fl e i S Sy el
Other Ice Cream - = = - 4329 9 9
HELE EuEElE

Three premises were registered as dairies and 65 persons as milk dealers.
Since 1st January 1961, all milk licences have been issued by Northumberland
County Council.

The County Health Department is alse responsible for the taking of milk
samples., 28 samples were taken during the year for bacterioclogical examinatien,
and three samples failed to pass the tests.

There iz one Producer Retailer in the district, and four samples of milk were
taken for the Brucella Abortus Ring Test.

These were all reported to be negative.

Food Shops and Food Preparing Premises

106 premizes are registered for the sale or manufacture of ice cream, and 25
for the manufacture of sausage, preserved food etc. and of these, two premises
are registered for both purposes.

571 visits were made to food premises, and in addition food premises being
inspected under the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act were at the same time,
dealt with under the food Hygiene Regulations.

Food Hygiene standards were found to be guite high, contraventions being generally
of a minor' nature,
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Food Shops and Food Preparing Premises {cont'@l

The number of food premises by type, together with an analysis of washing
equipment fitted is as followsi=

| Humber of | Number of Humber of
Trade [Humber premises premises to premises
icf Premises | fitted to |which Reg. fitted to
comply with| 19 applies comply with
Reg. 16 (5inks etc.) | Regs 19.
(Wash hand
basins).
Confectionery 19 19 12 12
Grocers & General 73 73 73 73
Butchers 23 23 23 23
Greengrocery 12 12 1z 1z
Bakery 12 12 1z 12
Ice Cream Parlours etc, 9 9 O 9
Fish Wet 3 3 3 3
Fried Fish 13 13 1% 13
Cafes, Canteens etc. 17 17 17 17
Hotels 3 3 3 3
Clubs 23 ] 23 23
School Kitchens 5 5 5 3
TOTAL: 212 212 205 205

Food Complaints

Nine food complaints were received and investigated during the year as follows:=

Complaints Prosecuted Plea Result
l. Foreign matter in milk Yes Guilty Fined £10
2+ Insect in loaf Yes Guilty Fined £5
3« Pupae in milk bottle Yes Guilty Fined £10

4, Foreign matter in milk

S« Woody substance in meat pasty
6, Worm in timned potatoes

7+ Foreign object in meat paste

8. Pin in imported tinned tomatoes

9. Mushrooms looked and tasted peculiar

In cases four to eight, the Clerk did not consider that there was sufficient
evidence to justify proceedings being taken, and the complaints were brought to the
notice of the manufacturers and other persons concerned,
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Food and Drugs,

Regular sampling of milk and other foods is carried out in the district by
the Northumberland County Council.

Details of this work have been kindly provided by Mr. C.L. Arlidge, Chief
County Weights and Measures Inspector, showing that 23 milk samples and 63 samples
of other foods were taken and submitted to the Public Analyst.

All samples were found to be genuine, except for one sample of imported
gondensed Full Cream Milk which was slightly deficient in milk soclids.
Representations were made to the appropriate Government Department.

Meat and Other Foods

One slaughterhouse closed in July, and the three remaining slaughterhouses

continued to operate and licence renewals during the year were as follows:-

Slaughterhouse Cecupler Licence Expires

Back Lintonville Terrace W.d. Burgess & Sons

Ltd. 3=t July 1572-
Wellhead Terrace J. Wheatley st July, 197/2.
Back 197, Alexandra Hoad T. Davidson st July, 1972.

Hygiene standards remained generally pood and though minor defects
appeared from time to time, these were guickly remedied. All three
slaughterhouses were inspected during the year by the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food. 100% Meat Inspection has been maintained, and the
statutory procedure laid down by the Meat Inspection Regulations 1963, detailing
methods of examinaticon and stamping has been followed.

No charge is made for meat inspection.

There are no poultry processing premises in the district.

Humber of Animals slaughtered during the year.

Bullocks Heifers Cows Bulls Calves Sheep Pigs

Normal Kill 419 265 = - 1 1330 &40
Casualties - - = = = i - ;
| !
TOTAL: 419 265 - = 1 1331 640 j
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Meat and Other Organs, Condemned, Surrendered and Destroyed for Tuberculosis NIL

For Other Defined Diseases

Bovine
Heads and Tongues sssssscesse Actinobacillosis 1.
Luﬂgﬁ (AN NS R EEREREEEE RN N ERERERN N PlELII‘iE}I' 9..
Live‘rE!-!--!!'-'-t!!ttvrrtdﬂdﬂf ﬂirrhﬂ&is EPEI"I‘.} 5." A..bﬁtesﬁﬂ‘-a 11]
Hﬂ'artﬁ FEES SRS RS RS EEE R Pﬂricmitiﬂ 1.
B{'—"E‘f B E S A RS RS SRR PSSR TEEEE Hbﬂc&ssﬂﬂ 10‘ 1b$|
SE.I‘CE.EEE FEERREE R AR EEEE S GEﬂE‘riliEEd c.- Eu?is MD‘ 1bs|
Swine
Hﬁﬂdlj LI N O O O B N R -ﬁbECEEEIEE I+g
LUNEE ssessssscnsscensnsssses Fleurisy 28: Pneumonia 1k; Abscesses 1.
Livers sssssssssnsssasnsansas Perihepatitis 3; Parasites 7; Abscesses 1.
Hearts T T LT R RN N R N R u e Pericarditis 3!6;
l‘iiﬂne:{-‘a e R Y Hﬂpllrltlﬁ T«
Fork R R R R R EmiEiIIE E’G 1bs. Shﬂ'tl}f Erupt.:i.uﬂ 15-1 lbse
Sheep
LUNEE ssssnsassssnscrsssssnnn Pleurisy 5; Pneumonia 1.
Livers ssssssssssssssssssssss AbBCEESSES I"; Parasites Lz Cirrhosis 1.
Cattle | Sheep
excl. | Cows Calves and Pigs
Cows | Lambs
No. Killed and Inspected | 684 E - E 1 1331 | 6hD
| i
411 Disease except I
Tuberculosis & Cysticerci: |
]
Whole carcases condamned - i - - - -
Carcages in which some | !
part or organ was condemned | 2% | - - 11 62
Parcentapge affected with | :
disease other than Tuber- i
culosis or Cysticerci. 330 | - - 0.83 9.69
]
Tuberculosis only: E
Whole carcases condemned: - - - - -
Carcases in which some
part or organ was condemned - - - = =
Percentage affected with
Tuberculosis - - = = =
Cyaticercosis:
Carcases in which some
part or organ was condemned - - - = —
Carcases submitted to
treatment by refrigeration - - - - =
Generalised & totally
condemned 17 - - e = =
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