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dnnual Heport
of the

. MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
for 1964.
To the Chairman and Members of the Urban IMstrict Council of Ashingston.

Mr, Chairman and Coungillors,

I have the honour of presenting to you my report and that of the
Chief Public Health Inspector for the year 1964.

The vital statistiecs are rather lesa satisfactory then in the
previous year as the standard birth rate fell from 1T7.53 to 17.08 per
1,000 of the population while the infant mortality rate roase from 15.42
per 1,000 live hirths to 32.04, half of the total infant deaths
occurring within 24 hours of birth, The standard death rate, however,
fell from 14.11 to 13,14 per 1,000 and the still-birth rate fell from
29,91 to 17.98 per 1,000 live and still births but both these rates
were still higher than the cerresponding rates for England and Wales.

No death cccurred as a result of pulmonary tuberculosis but the
number of deaths from maligmant neoplaams increased by 10, as compared
with 1963 in spite of the fact that deaths from cancer of the lung
were only half those in the previous year. The death-rate from cancer
of the lung was alightly less than half the nationel rate but the totel
death rate from cancer was only fractionally less than the death-rate
from all forms of cancer in England and Wales.

The completion of 133 Gouncil houses and the improvement of 235
tenanted houses and 55 otmer-occupied houses give cause for satisfaction.
The grand total of 1,747 houses brought up to modern standards since
the inception of the schemes for improvement grants, represents an
enormous improvement in the living conditions in Ashington and the
greatly enhanced appearance of the Hirst area resulting from the removal
of sao many of the old outbuildings in the back streets gives a feeling
of space and light, lacking in the past.

The principal housing problem now ecoming te my attention is the
request for ground-floor accormodation required by the older members of
the commnity because of heart trouble and other infirmities. The
question as to how best to accommodate the old people is a difficult
one to answer as cottages, which would be the most acceptable type of
housing for most of them, require large arsas of lend, which is in short
supply and there is general agreement that the old people should be
kept in the community and not segregated. On the other hand, many of
them find noise created by children in upstairs flats and maisonettes
bery trying. The ideal solution would probably be to have the old people
in a ground floor flat with their owm children and grandehildren upastairs
but thizs is likely to e possible in only a very few cases.

Finally I should like to thank Couwneillors for the intersst they
take in the work of the Health Department and the Public Health
Inspectors and other Council Departments for the help they give me.

I am,

Mr. Chairman and Councillors,

Your cbedient Servant,

C.B. lHeGregor, HM.B., Ch.B., D.P.H.
Medical Officer of Health

Urban Ddstriet of Ashington.
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SECTTON A.

STATTSTICS AND SOCTAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREL

The Registrar-General's estimate of the mid-1964 population shows
a further deeline, this time of 320, to 26,600. Some of this is
undoubtedly due to uncertainty about the future of the mining industry
in the area and the removal of miners to pits further south.

The Council is continuing its efforts to attract other industries
to the ares but has, unfortunately, failed so far, to get any active
support from the Government, in this endeavour. '

Area in hores -l'llf-rll--'l-l-'l-'l-lii-l-l'l-!l'l-iI*‘!II-‘I!**“‘.*“'""“"‘ E,Gﬁ?
Regintrar-General's estimate of resident population mid-

: A8 1964 «uue 26,600

Ra-tﬂﬂ-ble Tira]-ue ‘.lili"..lill_ii.iij‘.iiiillII!iliiit'itiilll-£1101M5

0 Une Fenry Kats Producos .seessssssssssssscsrssssnanssevas Eey o0

Number of inhabited houses (end of 1964) .eveevessncenses 8,732

VITATL STATISTICS.
(The figu.t-as in brackets are the corresponding figures for England and Wales)

BINTES.
Live Births, ¢ Potal Male FPemala
. Legitimate 430 219 211

Illegitimate T = 4
' r BT 2 215

Birth Rate per l,ﬂdﬂ of the estimated population ...”..”.......... 16.45
(Comparsbility Factor 1.04) Standard Birth Rate .eessesescssacsss 17.09 (15.4)

- 34111 Births, ! Total HMale Female
Legitinate - - 7 4 3
Illagitimate z 1 -
8 5 3

R&te ?EI‘ I,GDD Eli‘u’ﬂ‘ El.l'lli Etillj Birthﬁ R E R R R R R R R R R 1?19& {16’.§}

. Total Male Foamalea
2849 151 1358

Dea-th E&te PET l,mﬂ Elf tHE Pﬂp‘ﬂl&tiu‘n SR eSS S E R B E R lﬂ.55
(Comparability Factor 1.21) Standard Death Rate ...sssisssssssss 13,18 (11.3)
Deaths from Puerperal Causes(Heading 30 of the Registrar-General's

Short List) Pragnancy, Childbirth, Abortdon .sssrsssssessnsnneny Hil
Maternal Mortality Rate per 1,000 total (Live and S$ill) births . Nil (0.25)

Deaths of Infants under 1 year: Total Male Female
Legitimate 13 8 5
T1legitimate 1 - L

14 8 [

Death Rate of Infants under 1 year:

A1l infanis per 1,000 live births ..eesscessssasssesranssasss 32.04 (20,0]
 Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births sese..... 30.23
Illegtimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births ......142.86

- . Total Male Female
Deaths of infants under i weeks of ATE sesssses 11 ? 4
Daaths of infantes wnider 1. week sivensnssccaccs 10 b 4
‘Heonatal Mortality Rete (Deaths of Infants per 1,000 live
births under 4 waeks of ﬂéﬂ} L T I I 25'11? El?}l.ﬂ}
Early Weonatsl Death Rate (Infants under 1 week) seesesesss. 22,88
Perinatal Mortality Rate (Stillbirths and Deaths under 1 week
Dpar 1jmﬂ live and still 'b‘lr‘bhE] a1 i Mk " okl e et i R A L)
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The Registrar-General supplies the following:

CAUSES OF DEATH 1964.

1. Tuberculos ia, I‘EE}}i r&t@w wsa o

ilale Female

2. Tuberculosis, (other rnrma} . “en ok 1 -
5- Ey'phil:i‘tic Disense see . maw e aaw - -
ds J'}iph'thﬂ-r:ia . see L Pew e Y - -
51- %ﬂﬂ?mg ccﬁu@ TR e TE T TE R - -
6. Meningococeal infections T e -
Te Acute poeliomyelitisz e "o e e = =
E-:.. ME-&E].EE - o aa ‘aaw - E XS Ty - -
9. Other infective and parasitic diseases ... - -
10, ':‘-f.aligrmnt Heoplasm, stomach .. e s 12 4
11, HMalignant Neoplasm, lung, bronmchus . ... T -
12.- M&liﬂ'ﬂ&'ﬂt Hﬂﬂp‘lﬂs\m, brEB‘.Bt - TNl FR ] - 5‘
13, !'I&lign&nt Heoplasm, uterus ... e #ea - E
14- Other H&liﬁnﬂlt and Iﬁ"mphﬂntiﬂ Necplasms 4.4 10 15
15 Leukassomia, AloukKaemif ess ses  sss  sss - -
15- B'iﬂ-hetﬂs - - L] TR - - E - -
17. Vascular Lesions of Nervous System e s 19 22
16, Coronary Disease, angina e e e 39 23
19. Hypertension with Heart Disease ... e 2 Z
20,  Other Heart THEeHB68 450 sy  see  sum & 12
21, Other Circulatory Disesses .uee  sese  sss 7 [
22: YofIMEHNN Soo ais  wsa eae wam s - -
23. Pnelmon'ia L L & LN ) LN LN 6 'q,-
24‘ an’chitis L] LN TR e e E FEWw 12 6‘
25, Other Diseases of the Respiratory System .. - 3
26, Ulecer of Stomach and Tuodenum o esse  sse - =
27. Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea .  .us = 4
28. HNephritis and Nephrosis . e - -
29, Hyperplasia of prostabe + sse  see  wes 5 -
50- Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion e s - -
3l Congenital Walformations i o 0 1 2
32, Other Deéfined and Ill-defined disenses ... 15 20
33, Motor Vehicle Accidents « ees ses  was 6 2
54! All other accidents 'TE] W Ew - e 2 4
55! slﬂ-CidE LN LN ] 88 [N [N [N ] l b
36, Homicide and Operations of Wer PR e 17 - -
Tﬂ'tﬂl - e o w 151 155
CHIEF CAUSES OF DEATH IN ASHTNGTON

Canses Total ﬁ af
Mumber Total Deaths

Diseases of the Heart and Cireulation ge 33,91

Malignant Neoplasms 56 19.38

Vascular Lesions of Nerveus System 41 14,18

Total 195 67447




INFANTILE MORTALITY 1964.

The following table gives detsils of the coausesz of death in the
different age groups during the past year,

|
L]
1 y
= g
o i
: O T
o L] 4 3 43 ]
e = 1O R R E U
- won 3 B 8 8 "§
W o2 B0E SRV, N
iz ) [N P B S S R [ T
B [} 4
= o K A = B~ O o I
— =i} =1
Prematurity T 2 = = 2 B o o - =
Congenital Abnormality S R TR S S L R |
LGastro-enteritis = = = = = = = = =1 1
Heemolytic Discase of fandl
Hewhorn _ 7 I e e RO = R - 1
Birth Injury e e el e !
Meningitis = FECROEE T s e s e
“ﬁ'ﬂhritiﬂ - - - - - - 1 = - - 1
Flacental insufficiency = G e LR, [ T i S
Total T P e s (i [ TR IS [y [ I |

The following table shows the comparztive mortality rate during
the pest ten years.

155 *56 L 158 EGO.L UEDE VAL MBS YE3 64

Infantile deaths
under 1 year 14 17 15 11 12 15 g 8 T L4

Infantile
mortality 29,55 26.09 33.41 24.83 26132 30.95 20,98 17.69 15.42 32.C4

e
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SECTIUN B.
GENERAT, PROVISICHS OF HEATTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA

Laboratory Facilities.

These are prﬂ‘?ide-{l by the Public Health Laboratory Service at the
Hewcastle General Hospital and additional facilities are available at

Ashingten General Hospital.

The extent to which these familities have been utilised iz shown

below,

dpecimens sent Ty Specimen Fos Heg.

Hot

Hegional Hospital Board mE S
Physician Sputunm for Tuberculosis ]
H e o s i sl e L L S _able.
Medical Officer of Health Faeces for Dysentery 58 g2
Regional Hospital Board
Ph}'aiﬂiﬂn (] n mn 9 : 2
General Practitioner i i n 8 -

Medical Officer of -Health Faeces for Food Foisoning

oTrganisms 17 2
General Practitioner ! ik n & pl - i
B L o -
Medical Officer of Health Swabs " " o 2 4 j
T 3 3 4
liedical Officer of Health FPathogenic organisms for ;
Phage-typing 3 - 1
o - L F
Medical Officer of Health Faeces for virus examinetion - [ i
s Tt e ———— - -
lledical Cfficer of Heslth TFood for pathopenic nrgaﬁiams = 1 :
[ e S —-----I
Medical Officer of Health Throat swabe for Haemolytic FPos HNeg Type 12
Streptococei 117 223 7
Medieal Officer of Health Thumb swabs for Haemolytic i
Streptococel 1 2 1

Sensitivity Tests .ueawea 3T

Maternity and Child Welfare Services.

These are provided at the Clinie in South View. They indlude infant
welfare and ante-natal clinics, relaxation classe=z for expectant mothers,

ophthalmic clinics, immunisation clinics and dentsl treatment foxr:

and children.

nothers

i weekly handicraft class for physicelly handicapped people is held
in the clinic and a chiropodist attends twice weekly, mainly to treaet the

old people.

Murging in the Home.

The domiciliary mureing service is providdd by the County Council and

there are 4 general murses end 5 midwives employed in Ashington.



5
HMezle on lWWheels,

- For some years, efforts to provide this service for cld people in
4he town had proved unsuccessful but tovards the end of 1964 the inception
of the 'scheme became imminent whem the local branch of the Hound Table
generously bought and presented to the Couneil, a wan to be used for
transporting meals.

At the close of the year, only small final details remained to be
aettled and the Women's Veluntary Services had undertaken to organise

the serrice, for vhieh the M,C.B, had sgreed to supply the meals from
ita Area Workshops Canteen,

SECTION C.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE ARBA
General Inspection.

The abatement of nuisance was as usual,; secured mainly by informal
action, and it was found necessary to serve only cne Statutory Notice
during the year.

Improvement Grants made during the year toftalled 290, of which 25
were Standerd Grants and 265 Discretionary Grants.

Of the 25 Standard Grants, 18 were for owner ococupied houses and
T for tenanted houses, while for Discretionary Grantz, 37 were for
ovmed occupied houses and 228 for tenanted houses.

The Discretionary Grants, at an average of £232 per house during
the year, now total 1684 since the inception of the scheme.

The total number of Steandard Grants given is now 63 and the
facilities provided by the 25 grants given during 1964, are détailed in
Gegtion D of the report,.

The table below summarises the notices sorved:=

Tuisences dealt with and work Yerbal or Defects
required te be done Written Wotices Hemedied

Ingufficient, choked or defective drainage T i
Defective wiﬂt basins R R R RS R R AR R s R 4 ﬁ
2

Defective ¥.C, cisterns and service pipeos. 1
Defective water supply and lack of internsl

ter WPP].}"' I T 1 5
gotive sinke and waste pipes and

provision for internal weter sSupply esses - -

Defective or missing ashbing .esesesesscs i 2
BTN SR laia pw e o 4w i v o 15 3

w‘alls LE R RN R R NN E N RN E LR R EES RN 5 T

Fachlve BPouts .o cinsasesvassbasnnsins 10 B
fective \Tallplaster srd e s R e g 9
Factive ceilings ssrsresenssamssn=n==ss 14 8
fective doors, windows and floors sesss 22 12

Defective ranges, fireplaces and setpot

nilera E AR RS RS R R E R

Defective chimney Flues .vessesasscrassss
fective paving and yard surfaces ......
fective outbuildinge sessssacsancsasans
feclive fo0d atOTES sessassssnssnsensen
fenoive accurm]ations sesssssesssassss
ﬂt‘hﬁr ﬂ-g.fwtﬂ R R RS TR SR AR SRR l

RN -~ B - R
=] @ 1 W = I




ll.J‘l
liater.

Timamouth Corporation provides the water supply to the area, from
Foneburn and Tosson to liebron Heservoir, and thence by gravity main.
An giditional gupnly is prorided by the Coguet Water Board,

Work was begin during the year on covering over Hebron Reservoir,
ard it wes expesved thot this would be completed early in 1965,

The mains n Vooduorn Villase were taken over by Tynemowth
Corporetion in Cotoher 1963, and dvring 1964, all defective mains were
renewed.

The woier supply wos penerzlly adequete throughout the year, with
the exception of the Mosrhouse Farm fArea at peal: periods, snd improvements
are to be ccrried ocut to cope with the new development.

A1 stondpipes have besn eliminated,

Woter samples for bacteriolopice]l examinestisn are taken
ayatematicelly bot*h by curselves and by Tynemouth Corporation, the
total nmumber of socples for the year heing 128,

44 sarples were token by thiz Department, of which 34 samples
ehowad no colifcrm beclilili per 100 m.l.

84 samples werc *cken by Tymemouth Corporation, of which T2
gzvples showved ro coliform bacilli per 100 m.l.

Samplivng is repcated when unsatisfactory resulis ere obtained,
2ad the resulis are mmediately rade known to the Water Engineer, who
adjusts the chlorine dosasge snd/or flushes the czins as found
nezescary, «1i has additiconsl chack snnples taken in the ares congermed.

Dreitneas,

142 drainage systens were construocted, _recpr.:?._'tructaﬂ or repeired
duriny the ycar, ard these wera 1.1" tontad and cpproved. }

The largs zroimi nf ‘new -:.Ie'i':.,.ge wnrlr wes mainly due to the ﬂ!lmbﬂ'
of privace =nl colliery liouse improvements carried out. x

e
e

-
3Pk =W

{en
|l..='

To deal with the inadequate arrengenents Lor scwage disposal in
Woodhorn Village, a new sewage dicposal system was to have bsen
constructsed during the year but this was delayed, pending inveatignti.m
into recent development in small ammge plants. H

"It is now, r<peted thet the mew plant of irproved design, Will be
constructed during 1965.

No further irouble has beca engountered with the Blackelose :u!&r
ginge the temporary measure adepted last year.

The new schema for re-rouiing this gewer, and for a new branch
sowe= to the Hospital Aves, is now subjegt to re-tender, fullmlin.g 'tha
withdre ‘of the tendse previcusly accepted, . : i

The new surface water cower schene for the Nevbiggin Road area waa
goopleted during the year, : e

A frether examinetion of *h».-—: ‘romainder of the main aeﬂﬂgﬂ aystemn
is intended, w'th particular refammu 4o the efficiency of the two madn
stozm water overflown ni Yorih Sesticn Crogsing and Horth Seaton Hotel.

The Lintorwille area, too, sproazs 4o raquim attention.

Althoazh, besouse of sobsidence end :uiveraa la.'.rals, the provision
of = seworass rystos world be roosly and would benefit relatively few
peopla ot ghould Be pewsmbzoed that thevs are 80 to persons
emmloysd in factories and workplocss where the only acilities prﬂ‘rlm



T

are chemical and pail cloeeis, and it is difficult to enforce the
modern standards expected today when no sewerage system is available.

Swimming Baths.

The awimming baths belong to the Ashington Minew' Welfare
Institute, btut are available to the general public as well as to
Institute lembers, and are open from April to September each year.

The water uped is from the main water supply and is treated by
continuous chlorinaticon and Iiltrat;nn.

S8ix bacteriolegical sampies of the baths water were talten during
the year, and, with the exception of one sample which gave a count of
1 Coliform Bacilluzper 100 m.l. all samples were reported to be
satisfantory, .

Regular sampling and testing is also undertaken by the Scientifie
Department of the National Coal Board in fAshington and copies of the
reports are made available to this Department.,

This co-operation is much appreciated.
5 ls.

There are 11 Primary schools in the district, (6 Juniors and 5
Infants) 6 Secondary schools, a Crarmar school, Technicel Collsge,
Seniors Practical Instruction Centre, and a Training Centre for
Handieapped Children,

Additicnel schools contemplated include two Secondary schools,
two County Primary schools, and extensions te the Grammar school.

All school kitchens wdre inspected during the year, and where
found necessary, reports were sent to the Education Muthozity.

Cinemas and Publie Buildines.

Routine inspection of such buildings was carried sut during the year.

Atmespheric Pollution.

During 1964, the Couneil agrecd that on all future housing estates,
provision would be made for the installation of room heaters instead of
open fires. Arrangements were made with the Hetional Coal Beard, for
the provision of Sunbrite instead of ccal, for miners receiviéng the
tenaney of these houses.

This is only & short step towards domestic smoke control, but is
newvertheless, a step in the right direction.

It will encoursge the prowing interest in modern heating methods
and domonstrate to more and more of our community, that clean air is a
virtne which brings its ovm reward - that clean air eubtside can go hand
in hand with clean comfortable warmth inside.

Clean air cannot be achieved without cost. It is however, a cosi
which we muet ewventually be prepared to meet in full,

We should remember thet polluted air is costly too, to thoe fune of
£250 million each year.

The monthly reports on results from the Deposit Gauge and Lead
Poroxide Candles are appended, and should receive thoughtful consideration.
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1
Month Rainfall  Total Deposits  Sq.Centimstres per day |
in ins, Tons/Sg.mile Millimetres of $0/3 por
100
Hirst Park Hirst Fark Memorial Park
Jeanuary <58 9.50 233 1.10
Februsry 59 18,58 2.10 1.10
Harch 2.76 23,65 1 I | 1,02
Apzil 174 10,54 1.32 0.5
May 0.94 7.89 0.85 0.41
June 2-5? ?r?j 0.82 DaTE
July 111 T+25 0.67 0.36
hugust Sa84 1807 0.7l 0.28
Stptember 14T 8,47 1,12 i 0,42
Ootober 1.00 T.56 1.8% 0,69
Howember 1.05 9.39 2.31 0.B0
December 1.89 10.89 2.10 1.49

Hodent Contxal.

Complaints ones again were comparatively few and received prompd
attention. Regular surveys of sewers, allotments and open spaces wers
carried out and resvlted in the elimination of infestations at an
early stage.

Cndy ene infestetion reached major proportions and this wes
brought uwnder control after treatment.

It was often found dilficult to treat allotments owing to the
reluctance of many alletment holders to lsave their premises open in
their absence.

In en effort to overcome this difficulty Allotment Associations
were supplied with polson on condition that they made themselves
responsible for sceing that all allotment holders carried oud
effective treatments when necessary. ' Periodic swrveys were carrvied out
by this Department to check that the scheme was working setisfectorily.

L

The following table summariscs the work dons:

______TYPE OF PROPERTY

L.i. Dwelling Agric- All other Totd
Houses  ultur-{incl.Busi-
B sl ness Prem.)

rep=-

erty

Total nmumbers of properties

in the district sesssssans 16 a73z 27 1536 10361
o, inspected because of'i-

a) complaint ceemsessssses 1 5l a8 22 82
ib) es routine syxrveys ... - 15 34 13 150 218
i.l?{jn. of rat infestations:- -
;3 -ur LA RN R RN AL 1 - - i 4
b) Eiiﬂr sassssassEsoRAREE 4 TD 9 21 104
‘Ho, of mouse infestations:- 4 s

|3 mﬂﬂﬂr ceRcsEsRi A EEEER e - - - - -
1h ) e s e 2 5 - 6 23

Ho. of infested properties
Etraatad by Local Authority T 75 9 27 118







10.
PUBLIC HEAITH INSPECTCR'S ANNUAL REPORT. Year ending 31st December,1964.

£
=]
8
@ e .
g gy R oBll
- =
2 ow B 2F E’,[, 28 g
& BB E oo 2 @ m o
2x 83 ¢ B% BER 283 §
R 3 Ba B o
S0 o8 (E E 4 m
e E B e om 5w g :E
ar 88 wi 37 «§ 23
% ED «65 38 .2 &5 B
2e 288 8% &5 22 25 %
Housing
Structural Defects 384) 74 T4 65 - 2 -
Dafective Foeod Store " = = = = - &
Dampniess n 28 18 28 & - =
Overcrowding LI T = & - = =
Water Supply.

Insufficient m% - - - - = -
Unsatisfactory 11 2 2 3 - 1 -
e o g e = .

Irainewe.
Ingufficient 39 } 4 7 O o~ = =
Unsatisfactory o 3 3 3 - - -
cani taryr Conveniences
Ingufficient 27 1 1 = - - -
Defective 14 14 ] = 2 -
General
Food Premises 364 111 = T = - =
Dairies 11 3 - = -5 = -
dlaughterhouses &9 g = 13 - = -
Tents, Vans etec. 9 e - i = - -
Offensive Trades (2] = - = = - =
Factories and Workplaces 69 [ - & - - -
Keeping of animals 5] 2 - 3 — - -
Insanitary Ashpits & Bins 5 2 = 2 = - -
Cffensive Accumulations 41 15 — ARk - - -
omoke Huisances 19 5 e 5 = - =
TOTALS 2055 279 116 262 - 5 -
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This Act came into force on 1st August 1964, but, owing to
staffing difficulties it was not found possible to carry out any
general inspections before the end of the year, though 141 visits were
nade to offices and shops for various other purposes under the lect.

iz registrations received by the end of July were obviously
incomplete, all premises which had not been registered, but which were
thought to come withinthe Beope of the Act, were visited and, as a
result, almost all the premises to which the Act applies, were
registered by the end of the year.

Ho applications for exemption were received, and there were no
prosecutions,

Three accidents were notified, all in rotail shops and =11 of a
minor character,

The following tables show details of registered premisecss:-

REGISTRABRTONS AWD GENERAY. INSPECTIONS

Class of Premises Humber of Total number Humber of
premises of registered registered
registered premises at - ' premises
during the the end of receiving a

year the year general insg-
pection dur-
ing the year
Offices ' 63 B3 -
Hetail shops 251 250 -
Lholesale shops & warchouses 2 2 -
Catering establishments open
to the publie, canteens ] | -
Fuel storage depots 3 3 -

Total 222 521 =

0

ANATYSTS OF FERS(FS EfPLOYED IN REGISTERED PREMISES BY

lass of Vorkplace Number of persons employed
foiGEE [EE N EE NN NN E RN NN 5?’6
Retail Sh'DPS Frads EBEREREE R R 1255
VWholesale departments, warehouses 24
Catering esteblishmer s open to
t-hﬂ‘ .P.'ilblic BEE RS R R R R 45
Gmtce‘m LR N I O R I R R R R O e
Fuel s¥orsge depots sicisssssuass 2
Total 1910
Totel males 613
 Total females 1237
‘ - . - -







SECTION B.
INSPEQTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

loe Cream.

Eight premises in the area are registered for the mamufacture of-
ice cream though in only seven of these was ice creanm manufactured
during the year.

Thoy were all inspected and were found to comply with the Ice

Crean (Heat Treatment etc) Regulations, 1959, and with the Food Hygiene
Rogulations]l

Thirty-one samples of ice cream were taken and submitted to the
Publiec Health Laboratory. Reports were returned as follows:i-

Grade 1 - 25 semples Brade 3 - 1 sample
Grade 2 = 5 samples Grade 4 - Hil
i1k Supply.

Three premises are registered as dairies and 67 persons as " j
distritutors of milk. Since lst January 1961, all milk licences have
boen issued by Horthumberland County Council. :

The County Hecalth Department is alse respensible for the talking of
milk semples., 51 samples were teken during the year for bocteriological
examinetion and only one sample failed to pass the tesats,

Food Shops and Food Frepering Premises.

The number of food premises by type in the area is as follows:-

Confectionery swsesss 12
Grocers and Gonoral .. 99
BUbeHBTal s sia snininms ninie 24
GYresngrocery sssasess 1T
BE.I'[E‘I:’." mEA s E s e 12
Termperance Bars .eess
Fish {wat} b e
Fish and Chips seewes
Eﬁ-fﬁﬂ- FASBESEEEL AT A AR
Botels Lawsasssssssin
Workingmen's Clubs ..
Main School Eitchens .
Works Canteens ..eees

B —
LTS, | LI SR B

108 premises are registered for the sale or manufacture of ice
eream, and 31 for the memufscture of sausage, preserved food ete and
of these T premiscs are registered for both purposes.

384 visits te food premiscs were made and 111 contraventions of
the Food Hygiene Regulations were found of which 110 were remedied by
the end of the year. :

Food Hygiene standards continmue to be quite high and, in general
only minor contraventions of regulations are being found, which are
guickly remedied,

Apart from the routine inspections, & considerable volume of
additicnal work was carried out, during the early summer, in connection
with the outbresk of Typhoid Fever in Aberdeen and the discovery that
the source of infection had been a tin of cormed beef, cooled in
unchlorineted river water, At the request of the Ministry of Health a
search was made for tins of chrned beef produced at certain
establishments in Scouth America during a specified period.

Some tins of the suspectod batches were found and were refurned fo
the suppliers.

Shortly afterwards the Mindstry adviscd the withdrawal from sale of
f=1b. tins of téngue produced at the same egtablishments and, a2 few deys
later, a search had to be made for 6-1b. tins of corned beef from yet
another establishment, because routine examination of a tin in Edinburgh
had revesled the presence of & food poisoning organism.
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Number of Animals Slawghterad during the ysar,

Bullocks Heifers Cows 'Bulls Calves Figs GSheep
Hormal kill 677 601 11 0 a8 1214 3116
Casualties - - - - - - £
Total 677 601 1l 0 0 1214 3120

ligat and Other Orpons Condemned, Surrendered and Destroyed for Tuberculosis

Eowine
1.3_.1']_':_;5 R EEEE s 1
For other Defined Diseases.
Bervine
Head angd Tongues s sssias ssea
EJUJL’_?E EEE R R BB BB BB R EREF SRR B E
Li"-'E'I"E FRREFREREFNFR PR ER AR E RS
;-IEEC}ﬂ't-EI'iEB R E R R R RN R R R
HEMtE BFRS AR RE R PR
Skirts sawewsisasesemeee b
Boef csossswnssssssssnnmnpsssns
Swine
IONZS sssspssmsanvnssnsnsessss
Livars seevenssrssrssnannsesan
Hearbs ciscesssvivissssinbiiis
Ki'il'-l.'-".‘.";rﬂ BRR R R R R R R R
?DT}: BEEEE SRR AP R R
Uilﬂ.EI‘S— [ (EE N ENEENENENEENEFEESENY XY
Sheep
L'Lm:";'ﬂ FessEE PR EEE BB R R RS R
:.i'l."l'}'f‘ﬂ EEE B EEEEEEEE RS R EEE R R
HL'.'FLT‘IGS R EEERE R R RS EE R
Mutton ssssssssssssssasnsssnnn

Syine

HE&dH idrerarrew

1T

Actinobacillus 35

Pleurisy 58; Abaceosses Tj
Parasites 23 Pontastomes 1.
Cirrhosis (Whole) 13 (Part) 317;
Absceoses 44.

Pentastones 13 Parasites 1.
Pericarditis 5.

Abscooses 1; Inflanmntion .
Bruising 301ba; Lbacesses 21ka,.

Pleurisy 33; Pnoumohia 87.
Perihepatitis T; Parasites 39j
Cirzhosis 1.
Poricarditis 51.

Treunatic Hacnorrhage,l; Bruising 1.
Abacesses 31by Bruising 281bs.
Nestitia 1.

Pleurisy 20; Pneumcnia 12.
Perasites 243 hbscesses 4.
Pericorditia 6,
Abgecesoes Tlha.

Carcases and Offal Inspected ond Condemmed in Whole or in Part.

Cattle
r:_:_,
Dowa .

Cows Calves

Sheep
&

Larhsa

Pigs

Ho, killed and inspected
A11 Disesses except Tub-
erculosis and Cysticerecis
Vhole carcases condemned
Carcases in which gona

part or organ was conderned
Percentage affected with
disease other than tuber-
culosis or gysticerci
Tuberculosis onlyj-

Whole carcases condomned
Carcases in vhich some

part or organ was condemned
Percentage affected with
Buberculosis

Cysticercoais:

Carcases in which sone

part_or gegan was condegncd

1278

e

Te3

1

0.08

i L 3120 1214

51 156

1.6 12.9

17
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SECTION F.

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTRCL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES

Hospital accommodation for cases of infectious disease is provided
by the Regional Hospital Board at Walkergate Hospital, Newgastle upon

Tyne.
CASES WOTIFIED DURING THE YEAR

b
m o m

ipppBHBHBRES

hﬁﬂﬂwagg‘mmﬁaﬂ

Sl Weolh m =R

L e e TSR
'Ellllllllllgg
e L Y = T o S T G Y T Y SN T S
e o e T . S
Dyzentery S T 1L 1 & 1T
Influenzal Pneumonia e | e o
Secarlet Pever S T e T s 3
Measles 13552222 1 - = = = = = = 19
Total : 13525 28 2 2 6 2 1" TN Sk

donne Dysentery.

With the exception of one case, at the very beisimming of the year
comnected with o family outbreak at the end of 1963, all the cases
ogourred during the last quarter of 1964.

A zmall hospital cutbreak invelved four elderly patients but was
gquickly brought under centrel.

Of the remaining 22 cases, 4 occurred in one family in which 3
carriers wers discovered, and 4 houscholds had 3 ceses each, Two
other carriers were discovered,

Almost half of the patients were adults and there was no evidence
that any school was particularly involved.

Measles.

In the report for 1963, mention was made of an alteration in the
usunl pattern of an epidemic of Measles and this was followed by an
unusual incidence in 1964 when a very small mumber of cases would,
normally, have been expected. In fact, T9 cases were notified, of
which 20 ocourred in June, 39 in July and 10 in August,

Diphtheria.

The contimnued absence of diphtheria from the community is a
sourge of satisfaction. No ease of the disease has occurred in the

past 15 years and no death in the past 18 years.

Diphtheria Immunisation.

The vast majority of parents continue to take advantage of this
method of protecting their children. Ome primary course of three
injections gives sirmltaneous protection against diphtheria,
whooping cough and tetanus and oral poliomyelitis vaccine is given
at the same time. _
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A ro-inforcing injection against diphtheria, whooping cough and
tetanus iz dven about one year later, at the age of 18 months to 2
years, and a further re-infeorcing injecticon against diphtheris and
tetanus plus a dose of oral peliomyelitiz waecine is given just beforp
or at the time fhe child goes to achool,

During the year, 337 pre=school znd 29 school children completed
a primary course of treatment, while 391 pre-schocl and 342 szchool
children received re-infercing injections.

Poliomyelitis Vaccination.

During 1954, the primery course of 'i:hree dosecs or oral vaccine
was given to 1,406 persons, while 1,869 received a re-inforcing dose
and 3 a reinforeing injection.

Thege figures apply to the whole of the Central Aree of the
County.

Outbreak of Streptocogcsl Sore Throat.

On Friday 29th ey, it was reported to me that, on the previous
day a considerable number of pupils at a local school had complained of
feeling illand had been sont home and that there were, then, absent 143
children, 5 tepéhers and 2 canteen staff,

The general ccmpleint was of sore throat and 5 of the absenteos
were visited at home snd had throat swabs takeon.

On Monday lst June, the Public Health Laboratory reported thet four
of the five swabs had produced Lancefield haemolytic Streptococei,
Group A.

The explosive nature of the outbresk sugpested a food or milk-
borne infeection but an immediste check on the milk supply o the school
gonfirmed that it was pasteurised and thet there was no record of the
pastourising plant having broken dosm recently.

I vipited the achool on 1lat June and teok threat swabs from 11
kitchen staff, and From one pupil and one teachor who had hed sore
throats but had returned to sechonl, One of the kitechen ataff had a
sore at the base of her left thumb-neil and this, too; was swabbed. She
aaid she bed injurad her thamb on a baking tray on the previcus Tuecsday
and by the Wednesdey cvening it was throbbing. She had applied pengeillin
ganze and had kept the sore covered for the rest of the weel, In this
bateh of swabs, twe throat swabs and the thumb swab preduced haenolytic
atreptococel Langsfield Group A.

On 11th June the Fublic Health Laboratery reported that the
organisns in all 7 positive swabs were of Type 12, vhich iz particularly
associated with nephritia. It was, therefore, decided that throat swabs
should be taken from all who had suffered from a sore throat since the
last week in May. Unfortunately, the pupils were engaged in sitting
exanminations and not until 17th June could all those who had becn
affected be zeen. In all 234 throat gwabs were taken, and of these, 63
produced haemolytic streptococci. Purther examination® of 59 of these,
confirmed the presence of Lengefield Group A haemelytic stroptococeol
Typa 12 in 52 of them.

Following receipt of the swab results and before the typing resulis
wera kncwn all those kbho had posiiive swabe were advised to have treatmont
and their family doctors were notificd of the circumstances.

On Monday 6th July, the school was agein visited and throat swabs
wezre taken from all. who had previously hod positive swabs and were then
at school. Others were swabbed at home and 63 swabs were taken this
_ time, of which 8 »roduced haemolirtic streptococel not Type 12, 15
produced Type 12 and the remainder were negetive.

ALl positive cases were followed up until they were proved negative.
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Until 29th Junc the aboentoe-rate at the achool had been running at
the normal leovel of about 3% and the suddon increcase to 91 on the 28th
Mey and 143 pupils plus 5 teachers and 2 kitchen staf. on 29th May,

suggeste a food-borne infoction, especially as the additional absenteca
were almost ell sufforing froz sore throats.

It was felt that the infection probably oecurred on, or sbout 27th
ey and an analysis was made ‘of the merbers who hed developad a sorae
throet net later than 3rd June i.e. within one week from 27th May,

In 211, apart from the kitchen staff, 170 pupils and teachers came
into this catepory and, of these, 51 or 30% preduced Type 12, hasmclytic
streptococci. This is & high proporidion especially when it is remembered

hat only four were swabbed within the first week, 18 were not swabbed
until 12th June and the romainder between 15th end 1Tth June, by which
time many hed received treatment, most of them with peniecillin. It 38
& recasoheble pasumpdiconm that, 1f the gwabs had boen taken sconer there
would hawe been a s+till higher percentege of positive results,

Tha vast majority of the pupils in the school, appromimetely TOO,
take school dinmers. 0Of the 170 mentioned above, 17 did not take the
school dinner on 26th, 27th or 28th May and of these none had a Type 12
infeetion, Four had the finner on the 26th only and of these 2 had a
Type 12 infeection, 29 had dinner on the 26th and 27th and of these 10
hed o Type 12 infeetion, 117 had dinner on all three days and, of these,
39 had a Type 12 infectipn, 2 did not teke the dinner on the 2th and
one tock it on the 27th only and these 3 were all negative.

It appears to me to be highly unlikely thet the sudden and almost
simultencous occurrence of sore throats among so many in ono school aould
have been due to a spresad by droplet infection, Although sone expertss
held the view that streptococcal sore throat is never food-borne it is
my ophnicn that the only ressonable explanation of this cutbrpak is thet
it was ecaused by streptococecal infection of sone article of food
gonsuned in the school dinner, on either 26th or 27th May and thet the
food was probably contaminated by someone in the kitehen,

Samples of dried milk useéd in making custerd, wore taken but no
pathogens were found.

Ir conelusion it should be seid that conditionas in the school
kitchen were execellent and no fault eould be found with methods or
practices employed by the staff.

TUBERCULOSIS
How canos and Hortalit 196
i
New Cases Deaths
Resp Won=Rosp Total Resp Non-Resp Total
M, B M F, Mo Bq o B Fa
{ Under 1 year e i e bR | L BN e L e =
1l - & years - - = - - = = - - -
5 = 14 yoars = = o = - = - = - -
15 = 24 years - = - - - = = = =
25 = 34 years = E - 1 1 = SErE - -
35 = 44 years 1 - - 1 2 - = = = -
55 = B4 years 1 1 - = 2 - - 1 - 1
65 - T4 years B b o | e s TomBoe WS RS R -
T8 yoara & over - 1 = 1 - - - -
Total By i -2 1 = - 1 - 1
g
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MALIGHANT NEOPLASHS.

The following tabtle shows the number of deaths from malignant
disense e¢lasaified agcording to the age and sex of the patient and

the site of the primary tumour.

Mortaelity froem Malimant Neoplasms

Mnle Female
Site of B B
I T 4 ok
L e n§5554555 gIEEAGEY
Primary : gagggag}?jﬂ ghh&hﬁhhn
+¥IRIRT A 133353535
TR W e g
"rngneaoe s "TONRSRE £ &
H-re-in - e = —1— -1'!1'!'—--'-!-'--- l- 1
Layymx o e e B e T e e T, =k
Lung and Bronehus = owm ow L2 m T i mim e e S
Breast N e -
Dezophagus B R e
Stonach ====1 =33 3910 =c-=a==-= 12 3
Fﬂ’iiﬂﬁtim l === = = = = = 14------- - o= -
FPoancrens mm—mm = === 1 1 22 =-=1 = - 1
Colon == == = === 11 =======1 2 3
Oveary s mmm m =o=eoe = owm = == o BT
Utﬂmﬂ - = = - - = - -—ﬁH-l-Hl—- 1
Cervix T e -2 = = 2
Bladder e SR, e P e i - o
Reotun - - - =11l = 2 === =--a I = ¥
Teatis mml= = mmm 2]l mmms mmmm = = -
Hemd (g 1 e = L e R R 2
Bone (Sarcoma) o m t E ey L
Nerve -l == = - T T e
Hot Enown - com L e L R 1 = s S
Totals 111- 2 178 728 ---—=25 610G
The total mumber of deaths from malignant neoplasms was 56 which

iz en incresse of 10 on the figure for the previpus year.

Donths from cancer of the lung fell to 7, which was one quarter

of the totel male deaths, instead of half, as in 1963.

Malignant Heoplosms of lung and Bronghus

Iepth rate in _"-.shington TR RN T N N N
Denth rate in England and Wales

Hlaligmant Neoplasmg of A1l other Sites.

Depth rote in Ashington I
Depth rate in England and Wales

Maligmant Neopleosms of A1l Sites.

DE-&th mtﬂ in JLEIhng‘Ii-Gn EEEEEEENE R RN LN N L R
Death rate in England and Wnles

@GR E B AR R R R R

IR RN N A L

CRE R I A I R

0.263 per 1,000
0.535 per 1,000

1,842 per 1,000
1.674 per 1,000

2,105 per

1,000
2.209 per 1,000
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