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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF
HEALTH FOR 1948

To the Chairman and Members of the Urban District Council of Ashington.

Mr. Chairman and Councillors,
I herewith present to you the Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health concerning the health
and Banitary circumstances of the Urban District in 1948,

On 5th July, 138, the National Health Service Act, 186, came into operation and, as far as your
Council was concerned, the effect was to transfer certain of your former powers and responsibilities to other
anthorities. The immunisation of schoolchildren and all other duties in connection with the provision of ambnu
lance services became the responsibility of the Northumberland County Council. The South-East Northumber
land Joint Hospital Board, of which your Couneil was a constituent authority, ceased to exist, and provision
of hospital accommodation for the treatment of cases of infectious disease became the responsibility of the
Neweastle-on-Tyne Reginonal Hospital Board, which acts as agent for the Minister of Health.

Payment of fees to general practitioners for notification of infectious disease is still the responsibility
of your Council in the first instance, but all money expended iz recoverable from the County Couneil provided
the County Medical Officer has received a copy of each notification,

These are the main changes affecting this authority. Under the new Aet, the County Council
resclved to set up a new scheme of area administration, and for the purpose of this scheme the County was
divided into eight areas. The Ashington Urban District was included with the Borough of Morpeth, the Urban
District of MNewbiggin-by-the-Sea, and the Rural District of Morpeth, in the Central Area.

A Ceniral Area Health Sub-Commitiee made up of representatives of the County Council and of each
of the Distriet Couneils, plus two co-opted members, was established. Bedlingtonshire, which had formerly been
a constituent authority in the No. 2 Medical Area, joined with the Borough of Blyth to form the East Area.

The County Counecil, with the concurrence of the Distriet Couneils, appointed vour Medical Officer of
Health to be Executive Medical Officer in the Central Area. I continued to be Medieal Officer of Health for
Bedlingtonshire, also, until the end of the year, but, in January, 189, Dr. A. Donaldzon took up duty as
Executive Medical Officer for the East Area and Medical Officer of Health for Bedlingtonshire, which then
ceased to be a member of the Joint Committee (Medical Officer of Health).

The Area Sub-Committee, subject to the authority of the County Health Committee, became respon-
gible for the management of the ambulanee service and the Domestic Help Service, measures relating to the
Pravention of Illness and the Care and After Care of Sick Personz, Vacecination and Immunisation. measures
relating to the Prevention of Infectious Dizease, Health Education and the management of Health Centres
and other premises vested in the Local Health Authority and used for health services.

In connection with the vital statistics of the Urban District, satisfactory features are the decline in
the death rate and the still birth rate, and the fact that no deaths occurred from maternal or puerperal causes.
There is, however, a regrettable rise in the infantile mortality rate and a marked deecline in the birth rate,

The eontinued decline in the incidence of Diphtheria and the facl that for the second successive year
this diseaze caused not a single death are matters for some satisfaction.

The housing shortage remains serious and the completion of only 76 houses during the yvear was
somewhat disappointing.

In conelusion, I wish to express my appreciation of the consideration extended to me by members of
the Council, and my thanks for the assistance afforded me by the staffs of the Health and other departments

of the Council.
I have the honour io be,

Mr. Chairman and Counecillors,
Your obedient Servant,

C. B. McGREGOR,
Medieal Officer of Health,
Saptember, 1049, Urban Distriet of Ashington,












7
INFANTILE MORTALITY DURING 1948

The total number of deaths of children under 1 yvear was 29, the same number as n 197, ESince the
birth rate fell considerably in 1948. the infantile mortality rate rose correspondingly, and at 58.1 per 1,000 live

births was the highest since 1943

The Hegistrar General's Table 8.D.55 gives the Infantile Mortality Rate as follows:—

For England and Wales 34 deaths per 1,000 live birihs.

For 12 Great Towns 39 2 1 "
For 138 Smaller Towns {(pop. 25000 - 50,000} 32 deaths per L1000 live births.

The rate for Ashington is ihns greatly in excess of the average rale for towns of comparable size

England and Wales.

The following table shows the comparative maortality rate during the past eight yesrs:—

|
1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1946 | 1947 | 1948

Nuomber of deaths from Diarrhoea | |
|
|

and Enteritis under 2 years o G | 1 Z 5 2 | i e | 1
Infantile deaths under 1 year o 30 23 42 24 27 | 30 29 20
Infantile Mortality o] 744 | E5.4 | 82.19 | 44 52 | 48.82 | 48.9 | 46.9 | 58.1

The following table gives details of the cause of death in the difierent ags groups ander 1 year:

INFANTILE MORTALITY —1943

5 | W
'_;:‘ o w n -";.I-" 2El2|12|l=2|8
‘ . (121213 55|52 5|8
Cause of Death | 5 . 0 - —8|l&g|&| E E ,; =
B | = & . BE | ™| @ | = = ‘5" &
o = B e
Prematurity 10 | 0 0 | 10 |ep 0 0 0 11
Prneumaonia ot [0 T T S O 1 | D0 Lieats) e i G2 g 10
H=zm. Dis. of Newlvy born ...| 2| 0| 0| 0 = [ T ST B (8 ) B Z
Congentital Abnormality 1| 6 0 L 2| @ 0 o 0 2
Gastro enteritis gl of o) 0f O | 0 0 1| 0 1
Prolonged labour ... 1 1] 0 0 R 0 0| 0 1
Bronclhitis e [ A e 3 | 0 1 0 1
Otitis Media. ol f al 0l o o] 1| o | 0| 1
| | | [lewem]
| [ [ [ |
TOTAL . ... RIS o | of2 | 16 | 4| 5| 4| 0 | 2
| | |

m
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SECTION B
GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA

Laboratory Facilities.

These are now provided by the Public Health Laboratory Service. For the first ten months of the
vear Lthe work was still carried out at the Newburn Laboratory, but in November, 1M8. the staff moved to
premises at the General Hospital, Newcastle. The extent to which the facilities have been utilised is shown
below :(—

Specimen sent in by Specimen Pos. Neg.
Ce T Sputa for Tubercle | 52 e
General Practitioners | ~  do 9 3 65
M.O.H. Swabs for Diphtheria 0 2
{':r:m_ial l"_ra.f:t'iii-:mers i do 5 2
General Practitioners |  Swabs for Hzm. Strep. | 2 | 5

Ambulance Facilities.

Until th July, 108, the arvangements remained unchanged, but with the coming intn operation of the
National Health Service Aet, 196, the County Couneil became the authority responsible for providing this ser-
vice, From 5th July untl 3lst December, 1943, the service continued to be run by the Ashington Hospital
Committee, acting as agent for and being re-imbursed by the County Council.

Nursing In The Home.

With the introduetion of the National Health Service Act, the Ashingion and District Nursing Associ-
ation ceased (o exist and the County Council became the authority solely and directly responsible for the
provision of this service. No changes were made in the actual nursing stafi and there are employed in Ash-
ington a Buperintendent, 5 Midwives and one nurse doing general duties.

Hospitals.

The Ashington Hospital, which has 26 male and 14 female beds and 3 cots, was, until 5th July, 1948,
a voluntary hospital supported largely by miners’ subseriptions. On 5th July, this hospital passed under the
control of the Regional Hospital Boand, acting as agent for the Minister of Health.

The Izolation Hospital sitaated near North Seaton Station and leased (o ithe South East Northumber-
land Joint Hospital Board, also pazsed to the Hegional Hoespital Board on Sth July.

Treatment Centres and Clinics.

A Chest Clinie, dealing mainly with cases of Tuberculosis, is held at the Elizabeth Craigs Memorial
Clinie in Lintonville Terrace.

These premises, also, came under the eontrol of the Regional Hospital Board on 5th July, 1948. The
Tuberenlosis (Miicer. employed prior to Sth July by the Northumberland County Couneil, and after that date by
the Hospital Board, attended twice weekly.

Maternity and Child Welfare.
This service is provided by the Northumberland County Counecil and clinies are held at the Chilid
Welfare Centre, South View, as follows:--

Ante-Natal Clinics.

Every Wednesday — morning and afternoon., Every Friday, except the last in the month — held
morning and afterncon on the first and third Friday of each month, and on the fourth Friday when there
are five Fridays in the montn. Held in the morning only on the second Friday. A doctor is always in
attendanece,

Post-Natal Clinics. ]
Held monthly — on last Tuesday afternoon in the month.

Child Welfare Clinics. . ’
Every Monday afternoon and every Tuesday and Thursday morning.

Sun-Ray Clinics.
Every Monday morning and Thursday afternoon,

Toddlers’ Clinics. _
Every Tuesday afternoon, except the last Tuesday in the month.

Diphtheria Immunisation. .
All day the last Friday in the month.

Ophthalmic Clinics. .
On Saturday mornings at two-monthly intervals.

Dental Clinics.
All day, every weekday.
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SECTION C

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Water. — The whole of the district obtains water from the Tynemouth Corporation supply. This has
Leen chlorinated sinee 192, and samples taken periodically from varying points in .Lhe rI:st.r_lf:t show it to be
of the highest guality of drinking water. Appended are the results of the examinations carried out:—

‘ Coli Aerogenes
Source Date Test Organisms
\ per 100 ml.
I
Town Supply wee|  20-1-48 1
do (Standpipe) | 20-1-48 3
do (o) o oo 20-1-48 1
dao co|  20-1-48 5
do ce|  19-8-48 2
do ve|  23-9-4B Nil
da wen|  7-10-48 5
do ‘ 7-10-48 5

All houses in the distriet are supplied with water from public mains. There are altogether 7,737 houses
with a population of 28,900, and there are 15 houses with a population of 77 supplied by three standpipes.
This represents only 0.19 % of the total houses, and it is estimated that 85.98% have water laid on; 2.,93% are
supplied by taps in the backyard, and 10.88% by taps in the wash-house.

Drainage and Sewage. — North Seaton Road building site and the site for permanent prefabricated
alomininum houzes were sewered in readiness for the ersction of dwellings. Discusszions with owners andd
builders have taken place where alterations to existing drainage systems were found to be necessary.

Neither Woodhorm nor Sheepwash Village has satisfactory means of disposal of sewage., and it will
be necessary for the council at no distant date to give consideration to the provision of sewage disposal
schemes, even though litile development is likely to take place at either village.

Rivers and Streams. -- X, action wasz taken under this heading.
Closet Accommodation. - There have bheen no conversions carried out duaring the period under review.

Sanitary Inspection of the Area. — Attempt was made to achieve the maximum amount of repair worlk,
but with the restriction of supplies of building materials, with shortages varying from one material to another,
not as much was achieved as was hoped for. Some improvement was noticed following the raising of the free
limit for building licences from £10 to £100 in July, although shortages continued to be experienced from
time to time. During the year, 301 building licences were issued, to the total value of £13,083. It is inter-
esting to note that 290 building licences were issued up to the 1st July, and only 11 after that date to the year
end.

Close eco-operation exists between the Department and the bailders. so that the maximum results are
obtained by all coneerned. TIiformal action to secure the earrying oni of repairs is very thoroughly explored,
andl in many cases proves to be very successful.

Because of the increasing amount of work in the Departmeat, application was made to the Minister
of Health for his approval to the appointment of a second additional Sanitary Inspector and his approval was
still awaited at the end of the year.

Following non-compliance with SBtatutory Nobices, two property owners were summoned before the
Magistrates to show cause why the nuisanees had not been abated. In both cases orders were made for the
work to be carried out. In one case  the order not having been complied with, application was male to the
Justices for daily penalties to be applied to secure complianee, and in both instances the time limit had not
expired at the end of the year.
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In two further instances following reports by the Police under S2ction 158, Public Health Act, 1936,
thai, while collecting rags, persons were delivering food to children under 14 years of age. In one case a
cauntion was administered, and in the seconid ease proceedings were taken and a penalty of £1 was imposed.

The following table summarizes the nolices served:—

Verbal
Nuisances dealt with and work required or Complied

to be done. Written with

MNotice
To clear Choked Drain or Water Closet E 126 126
To provide Ashbins ves 24 24
To repair Eaves, Gutters and Downspouts 33 o
To repair Sinks or Wastepipes fi (i
Diefective or Leaky Roofs, Damp Walls etc. 51 48
Defective Fireplaces 38 40
Defective Outbuildings 36 34
Defective Water Closets ... 30 27
Defective Sashcords el 20 17
Defective Wallplaster 38 30
Offensive Accumulations Nil Nil
Defective Foodstores e 12 9
Defective Airgrates - 3 3
Defective Ceilings 19 18

Swimming Baths and Poois. — (1} Instituie Baths (baths, showers and pool) open to the publie —

members and non-members,
{2} The erection of pit-head baths at New Moor is nearing cow'pletion, and pit-head baths at Ashing-
ton Colliery were begun., There is little doubt that their benefit when in use will be eonsiderable.

Appended are the results of examinations carried out on Swimmming Bath Water:—
Coli Aerogenes

Source Date  Test Organisms
per 100. ml.
Institnte Swimming Baths 6.8.48 13
do. 19.6.48 Nil
o, 23.9.48 - Nil

Schools. — All Schools have a main water supply and sunitable sanilary arrangements.,

Cinemas and Public Buildings. — The ventilation, sanitary accommodation and cleanliness of all places
of public entertainment remained satisfactory during the year and no complaint was received respecling any

building.

Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919. (Infestation Order 5.R. & (. 1943, No. 680). — The delegation of
powers from the County Couneil under the above Act was again renewed during the year.

The policy of the Council in providing a de-ratisation service to the ratepayers without charge is un-
doubtedly a sound scheme. Expericnce has shown there is no attempt to conceal the presemce or suspected
presenee of either rals or mice. Every possible source of infestation receives regular visits and treatment, with
beneficial results.  Elimination of wooden pig-stves and their substituti n by brick erections proceeded steadily
through the year and was continuing to receive proper atfention at the end of the year.

Camping Sites. — There are no camping sites within the area.

Atmospheric Pollution. — Because there appeared to be still a shortage of chimney sweeps, and the
habit of firing the chimneys was in no way diminished, the Couneil made a forther request to the Minister
of Health for the establishment of a Municipal Chimney-Sweeping Service. This was declined on the grounts
that the expenditure would be illegal and that the necessary powers couold be eonferrerd on the Couneil only by
Parliament, Every opportunity is seized to bring the enormity of the offence of chimney-firing to the nolice
of the public, and this will continue to be done until the value of a smoke-free almosphere is appreciated by

thozse who pollute it.



11

Colliery Spoilbanks. — The same close liaison between H.M. Alkali Inspector and the Council's Sanitary
Inspector was maintained dunng the year, and elose contact also existed wth the N.C.B. officials. The nett
result of the year's work in this connection might be summed up by saying that the burning spoilbanks were
kept under conirol. Oceasionally, more fuming than was desirable was found, but as far as any Local Authority
is entitled to take pride in these things this Counecil ean be satisfied that all attempts to prevent the spoil
banks from creating a nuisance were reasonably successful., The problem of dealing with colliery spoil yet
remains to be tackled. This must be done and a solution found, at no distant date, for the well-being of all
mining communities, and the hope is again expressed that the National Coal Board will find it poszible to direct
research into use of this spoil and into other means of disposal of the waste.

Mosquitoes. — Work on thizs widespread problem was on similar lines to that of previous years. The
draining of water areas was begun, and it is important to note that following the elimination of one water area
immediately adjacent to dwelling-houses, the nuisance in the west end of the distriet diminished wvery con-
siderably. The Blue Holes water area was sprayed regularly during the summer, as often as climatic conditions
permitted, and this considerably eased the troubles in that area, although they were by no means eliminated.
Because of continued working of the coal under several of the larger pit falls, drainage of the water thereirom
was not found possible. The whole question was receiving consideration and was being elosely watehed at the
end of the year.

Eradication of Vermin. —

(a) No. of Council-owned Premises found to be infested by Vermin — 1.
No. dizinfested — 1.

(by No. of other Premises found to be infested by Vermin -- 8.
No. disinfested — 8.

For this work Zaldecide and D.D.T. were used.

Disinfestation is carried out by emplovees of the Loeal Authority. A charge covering eost of material
and labour is made, according to the circumstances of the case, on the owner of the tenant, and advice is given
vn the avoidance of reinfestation.

Beetles. — Infesiation Ly beetles is not an infrequent cause for eomplaini., Fifteen premises were dealt
with for this.

SUMMARY OF WORK EFFECTED

After Letter After | After
or Informal Statutory | Total
Interview MNotice \'mu:c
Privies abolished 1 —= | i 1
- repaired — — | — -
Privy Ashpits abolished 1 — - 1
.. roofed or repalrui —_— I — —_ —
P:u] Closets abolished == | — = —
Water Closets provided ... = | = = e
.+ repaired = 1 38 = 38
Ennltar!.r Bins provided ... = . — | = -
o ., renewed 24 —_ | 4 28
New Dirains constructed ... - — — -
Dirains repaired or reconstructed ... 125 1 ' - | 126
Additional Gullies provided = - | = =
Old Gullies replaced ... == ST =
Scullery Sinks provided ... —_ = ' e I —_
o Waste Pipes repaired 4 2 ' — | 6
w  trapped | = = ' — —
Yards repanrer] or reconstructed = 5 — 5
Eoureez clozed or discontinued : Nil Number of houses affected .. Nil

New services provided Nil Number of houses affected .., Nil



SANITARY INSPECTOR'S ANNUAL REPORT-—Year ending December 31st, 1948.

District : ASHINGTON.

Inspector : Mr. TATE.

HOUSING
Structural Defects (Summary of
Sheet 11)
Defective Food Store
Dampness
Overcrowding ... =
Nuisances

WATER SUPPLY
Insufficient -
Unszatisfactory ...

DRAINAGE
Insufficient
ﬂzm#:ﬁ.wﬁu?.,

Insufficient B
Defective
Shops, Food-stores, etc.
Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops
Slanghter Houses
Tents, Vans, etc.

Offensive Trades ..

Workshops and ._.._._.:Hr_u_snm:
Keeping of Animals -
Insanitary Ashpits and _,ﬂmnmt..
Ashpits improperly used ...
Offensive Accumulations

Smoke Nuiances
FPetrol Stores

Total

SANITA m* ﬂ_n.._ Z{mZ_mZ_ﬂmm

|

Mo, of Ins- | defects or |

pections
during
year

943
28
154

149

125

No. of No. out-
standing |
| Contraven- | from
tions of previous  TOTAL
Bye-Laws | year
303 _ 47 | 350
12 | == | =12
38 14 72
m
13 .= 13
= ~|-
126 —— 126
32 T 39
7 —_ 7
+4 —_ 4
CGzovern ment _.__7 attoir
1 —_— 1
14 14
._..-L — al
224 4 28
B - 5
1 —- 1
612 72 654

| intlerview

No.
remedied
after
letter or

]
L
b

No. af _
Informal
Notices

served

[~

L |
= I O

Defects
remedied
thereafier

||||Nr|||l

354

served

12

| | el

Defects
remedied
thereaiter

|
I £

4

In
Progress
or being

I.egal
Fro-

dealt with | ceedings

10

9
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FACTORIES ACT

There are, iw the distriet, 124 factories and workshops. The following table gives details of the inspee
tions made and the defeets founmd during 1348,

The * other premises " included in section 3 of the table are three building sites on which sanitary
accommodation had to be provided.

There are no ontworkers in the distriet.

1. — INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health (ineluding inspecttons made by Sanitary Inspectors)

|
f
. Nuomber on | — — —N—q-m-!'mr = o
Premises Register | Written Occupiers
| Impecuons notices prosecuted
% |— —
(i) Factories in which Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 [
and 6 are to be enforced by Local 124 134 0 | 0
Authorities el o ‘
(i) Factories not incladed in (i) in which | _
Section 7 is enforced hy the Local 0 ' 0 | 0 0
Authority | |
(iii) Other Premises in which Section 7 is ! |
enforced by the Local Authority 1 (ex- 3 | 6 | 0 0
cluding out-workers premises) i [ I
- |
TRl . 127 1 iAo

2. — CABES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND

(If defects are discovered at the premises on two, three or more separate oceasions they should be
reckoned as two, three or mora * cases ")

: Number of cases in which defects were found Number of
cases in
Particulars | Referred which
Found Remedied To H.M. By H.M, |prosecutions
| Inspector Inspector | Were
instituted
Want of cleanlines (5.1) 15 15 0 0 1]
Overcrowding (S.2) .. i 2 | 2 0 [ 2 0
Unreasonable l.empf:ramre (S .’r} 0 0 ( 0 [ 0 0
Inadequate ventilation (S.4)] ... 3 3 [ 0 | 0 ]
Ineffective drainage of floors (5.6) 0 0 [ 0 0 0
Sanitary Conveniences (5.7)
(at) insnfficient ;| 4 0 0
(%) Unsuitable or defective 0 0 0 0 0
(e} Not separate for sexes 3 3 (1] 3 1]
Other offences against the Act {nﬁt inclu
ding offences relating to Outwork) 0 0 0 | 0 0
Tofal ... 27 27 | 5

t+ i.e. Electrical Stations [Section 108 (1) ], Institutions (Section 104) anid sites of Building Operations
and Works of Enginesring Construction (Sections 107 and 108).
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SECTION D

HOUSING
Number of new houses erccted during the year:—
With State Assistance Unaided Total
By Local Authority ... 51 (Permanent) ] 51
By other Bodies or Persons 18 i 25
i
1. Inspection of Dwelling-houses During the Year:—
{1} (a) Total number of dwelling-honses inspected for hnu'img defects nnder Publie Health or
Housing Acts 5 by - L T2
(by Number of inspections made fur the purpose ... : 2076
2} (a) Number of dwelling-houses (ineluded unnder S8ub-head u} 1Iiu1.'e whn_h Ware |uspaet.ad
andd recorded under the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925) ; - Nil
(b} Number of inspections macde for the purpose . o s Nil
i3 Xumber of dwelling-houses found to e in a state so daugemm or injurious to health
as to be unfit for human habitation Nil
i4) Number of dwelling-hiuses {(exclusive of those rcl‘erred to 1mfter the |1recud1ng Suh
head) found not to be in all respects reasonably fit for human habitation ... a0
2. Remedy of Defeets During the Year Without Service of Formal Notices:—
Number of defective dwelling-housez rendered fit in mn\mquem,e of informal action by the
Local Authority or jis officers B : i 78
3. Action under Statutory Powers During the Year:—
For the Sub-sections A, € amd D, Nil returns have been supplied.
(B) Proceedings under Public Health Aets,
(1) Number of dwelling-honsges in respect of which notices were served requiring defects to
be remedied u b Al i 12
(2 Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were remedied after service of formal
notices :—
(a) By owners .. 12
(b} Ih Loeal -'mLIIuﬂH in defanlt of swners . (1] 12
4. Number of Housss Permancently Discontinued as DOwellings and Not Included Above : Nil

SECTION E
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD
No. of Cowkeepers (registercd) in the «listriet | B
Approximate No, of Cows kept v ! e 242
Milk Supply. — 48 samples of Milk were taken and -:ubmlllccl for examination as sel ount below:—
Thirteen pasteurized samples were submited to the Phosphatase Test with the appended resulis:

29.9 units — 1 sample 1.4 units — 1 sample
22 ,, =1 " 1.3 ,, —2 samples
1.9 ;0 —1 2 1.1 o, —#
1.5 .. — 2 samples L0 unit —1 sample
Of 35 samples Raw, T.T. and Pasteurised Milks subimitted to the Publie Health Laboratory, Newbuorn:
27 satisfied the Methylene Blue Test. 2 decolourised unnder 34 hours.
1 decolourised umler 5 hours. 1 decolourized nmler 3 hours.
2 decolourised under 4% hours, 1 decolourised under 1 hour,

1 decolourized under 4 hours,

Of the 8 samples which failed to satisfy the Methylene Blue Test, 4 were prodoced within the Urban
Distriet, £ decolourised in 4} hours, 1in 3% hours and 1 in 1 hour,

Thirty-one samples were submitied to the Test for Tuberculosis. 22 were reported as Elmwiug Tubxeren-
losis NOT FOUND; 4 tests were not carrizd out, and 2 were inconclusive.
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lce Cream (Heat Treatment) Regulations, 1947. — 15 samples of Ice Cream were taken and submitted
to the preseribed tests, These were returned in the following grades:

Grade 1 ... 10 Grade 3 ... Nil
Grade 2 ... 2 Grade 4 .. 3

Food-preparing Premises. — Inspection of all premises, where food iz prepared, for registration under
the Food and Drugs Aet. was proceeded with. Unfortunately. the amount of time which could be devoted to
this was not great and the work was largely spasmodic. This was one of the factors which resulted in the
Counecil applying to the Minister for additional staff. It should be noted, however, that every attempt was
marle to ensure that all premises mainiained a standard laid down by the Department.

Meat and Other Foods. — The Ministry of Food Slaughtering Depot for Ashington and Newbiggin is

located in the premises belonging to the Ashington Induostrial Co-operative Society.

The numbers of animals slaughtered during the year nnder review are as follows:—
Cattle (exeluding Cows) 1635; Cows 148; Calves 483; Sheep and Lambs 6187; Swine 192,

The amount of Meat condemned, surrendered and destroyed is set out in the accompanyving table, with
the reason for such action. This Meat is sent away for processing for the extraction of fats, ete

MEAT, ORGANS, ETC., CONDEMNED, SURRENDERED AND DESTROYED

For Tuberculosis.

BOVINE :— SWINE:—

Lungs gy ] Heads 1
Heads and Tongues R

Livers : 53

Mesenteries G 0 9

Back Skiris 13

Hearts il 1

Spleens ... 5

Tripes 4

Beef 519 st.

Carcases {ilﬂclurlilié T Ii'."a:sﬁ-alties,
1 “ Owner's Risk ™ and 2 T.B.
Tasts) 14 {Total weight 4813 stones)

For Other Defined Diseases.

BOVINE:—
Lungs Parasites5l, Pneumonia 6; Actinomycosiz 73 Pleurisy 1; Abscesses 4; Mela-
nosis 2,
Livers Cirrhosis (whole} 413, (part) 795; Echinococeus Cysts 23; Cavernous Angi-

Heads and Tongues
Tongues

Udders

Tripes

Gl "

Kidneys

Spleens

Back EBkirts

Hearts

Beaf

Carcases (including 11 casual-
tiez and 3 ** Owner's Risk ")

Calves (including 2 Casualti:s)

oma 28; Peritonitis 1; Abscesscs 18,
Actinomycosis 43; Fibroma 1: Abscesses 1.
Actinomycosis 1; Glossilis 1.

Mastitis 102,

Inflammation 5; Abscesses 2; Peritonitis 1.

Inflammation 5; Johnes Disease 4; Absesses 2,

Hydronephrosis 1.

Absecesses 1; Peritonitis 1.

Absecesses 1; Pleurisy 1.

Periearditi= 3; Abscesses 2.

Abszcesses 95 1hs.; Bruising 333 stones:
stones.

Sepliceemia 5; Pyrexia and Emaciation 1: Dropsy amd Emaciation 2:

.iuhl'u.!l.-s Disease and Emaciation 2; Septic Pericarditis 1: I'.-nlhul-a;;h-ni

Emaciation 2; Emaciation and illsefting 1. (Total weight 4185 slones).

Septicemia 2; Immaturity 1. (Total weight 9 stones).

Lipomata 19 1bs.; HBonetaint 533



SHEEP:—
Lavers
H eadls
Plucks
Tripes
Lungs
Giut
Targets
Mutton

Careases (of which 2% were
Casnalties)

SWINE:—
Plucks
Carcases (of whir.h ﬂll’t.:-_' u.en,—;
Casualties)
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Cirrhosis 14; Parasites 9; Bacterial Necrosis 1.

Parasites 1; Bruising 1: Abscesses 2,

Prneamonia 31; Parasites 28; Abscesses 2; DBacterial Necrosis 2.

ITutlammation 4; Abscesses 1.

Parasites 1: Pneamonia 6.

Infiammation 3.

Ailhesions 6.

Bruising 45 lbs.; Abscesses 77 1bs.: Rheomatoid Arthritis 3 1bs.; Dog-worry-
ing 19 lbs.; Monlds 28 1hs,

Seotiermia 10; Dropsy and Emaeiation 9; Mnnbumi b; Emaciation 6; Sep-
Eu. Pneumonia 2; Pyrexia and lllsﬂl.lmg 1; Septic ‘Mastitis 1; Uu{lum‘l
; Illsetting 6; Toxmmia 1; Decomposition 1: Septic Metritis 2; Emacia-

ti“l'L and Illsetting 7. (Total Weight 182 stones).

Puenmonia 2.

Swine Erysipelas 2; Moribund 1; Illsetting 1. (Total weight 14} stones).

CARCABES INSI'ECTED AND CONDEMNED, 1948

'| Cattle Sheep
| exclu, | Cows | Calves | and | Pigs
| Cows Lambs
Mumber Killed | | =
Number Inspected | , 1635 I 146 483 6187 192
All Diseases except Tuberculosis— ' I
Whole Carcases Condemned 4 10 3 s s 4
Carcases of which some part or organ |
was condemned ol 316 08 - 103 2
Percentage of Number al‘fe-:lecl with ' |
disease other than T.B. ... el 1951 : 72.97 0.62 2.75 3.13
Tuberculosis only— | |
Whole Carecases Condemned il 10 | 4 — | — —_
Carcases of which some part or organ | '
was condemned ot 1 O R o = |
Percentage of Number mspecmd ' |
affected with Tuberculosis 13.46 | 79.76 — | = 0.52
| |

Oiher Foods. — The following foods were fownd to be unfit and were condemmned and cdestroyed :—

Corned Beef
Tinned Meais

5
Fish

Vegelables

Jam

Syrap

Fruit X
,» and Fruit Juice

L]

0584 1hs. Sonps o 80 tins
mﬁi 1bs. Mils . 6% tins
tins Toinatoes . o {ins
145 tins Builer 1.'5.} s,
20 1Ibs. Black Pul luu., g s,
379 tins Barley Flakes 40 1hs.
26 tins Cheese o = s 3 lins
& tlins (ake o ; 31 1bs.
353 1hs. {itmeal - T Iis:
126 tins Sinolina 63 1 kis.
T boxes ilonr 33 lbs.
Mis -iLmLum I'u-m]%lnﬁ's = 50 tins
mn "n E jll.rH

232 1bs.

LE] LR
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SECTION F
PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES

Huspil-."ﬂ accommodation for eases of infectious disease was provided th;nghnut the year al the Isola-
tion Hospital, Ashington.

(in 5th July., 1948, this hospital passed from the control of the South-East Northumberland Joint
Hospital Board, which on that date ceased to exist, and became the responsibility of the Newcastle Regional
Hospital Board, acting as agent for the Minister of Health.

TABLE SHOWING ANALYSIS OF XOTIFIED CASES OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES UNDER
AGE GROUPS

g | el sfaas]s vk | 5 1<

. | *
i ) A - NS RS SRR
Diseases e | Ll | | el i | | [ T uel."__..'l._. Z =
| ale]d blald]BsEES S
| e | L o1 o~ + & |E e oot ]

| = | | = | =|

| ! . | :
Pnemonia ... PR T T R 5 — 51 3| 9 34%| 1 ! 16
Scarlet Fever... t— | 2| 7| "5 7128 |22 1| 3|=]1—=]|—|75]|34| —

Cerebro-Spinal i . ! I |
Meningitis ... i e [ |l —|=|=|=|=|=|—=|—=]| 5 | Al e
Erysipelas . ] — | — Tl =1 = el 2 el s
Diphtheria ... e o e F3l—1 2| = = = = = 5| 3|—
SbiRaln R Neonatoram| 2| = — | —{—] — | —| — | —|—|—|—] 2|2 | —
Measles el S3R IR T BGe bas e LIBON R fie—ol s 2 s di——ili— |353}]F=| ¢ 1
Whooping Cough I 15|16 | 18 | 25 | 22 i 26 o e i 124| — | 2

L |
* 1 Age unknown. t 1 Age unknown, ! 3 Age unknown.

Zymotic Death Rate. —The term includes deaths from the f(ollowing seven diseases only: Whooping
Congh, Msasles, Diphtheria. Scarlet Fever, Smallpox, Enteric Fever (Typhoid and Paratyphoid), Enteritis
iDiarrheea under 2 years).

Diisease No. of Deaths Rate per 1,000
Popalation
Diphtheria 0 0.0
Hearlet Fever 0 0.0
amallpox 0 0.0
Enteric Fever 0 0.0
Whooping (;'nllgll 2 0.069
Measles o’ I 0.03%
Enteritis 1 0,034

Diphtheria. — The number of cases of this disease again declined, from 9 in 1947 to 5 in 198, and for
the =ecomd sueccessive vear no ddenth from Diptheria was recornded. This constitutes a recond for, at least, the
past 18 years. Of the five notified cases, three were known Lo have been immunised,

The following fable shows the notifications and deaths m the past 18 years:—

1 r AR
| 0] ] -+ wy w | e w | o =] -—|<‘~| re @ | v 0 = a0
mr|aa;9‘gaga|a;‘a,az;;;;;
I.—u — | - — — — — —_ -—il-—c L = — == — ey
Cases 12 | 11| 15 |c;rﬁ||15 56 (32 (175]179| 8| 5|12| 18] 34 197 76 | o 5|
Deaths 1 3 2 3|4]— 3 < I A 1 =l o2 2 -1.|_] ‘_.'—'!
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There is good reason o believe that the recent years of intensive immunisation are beginning to bear
fruit, and to hope that, by continued and unrelenting effort, Diphtheria epidemics may become a tlang of the
past.

In this connection it is of interest to recond certain figures published in 1948 by the Ministry of Health
for the country as a whole,

*The provisional figures for deaths from Diphtheria in 197 was 245 compared with an average of
about 2,800 deaths annually in the ten-vear period 1931 - 140, For the sixth suvccessive year, therefore, the
number of deaths was the lowest yel recorded.™

Totals of deaths and original potifications from 1930 to 1947 are as follows:—

DIPHTHERIA

1941 | 1942 1943 1944 1945 | 1946 1947

Year ] 1940

Cases | 46,281 | 50.797 | 41,404 | 34,662 | 20,040 | 25,246 | 18,283 | 10,469
Deaths | l,dﬁ'ﬂli 2,641 | 1,827 1,371 934 722 472 245
|

The number of cases in 1947 iz also the lowest ever recorded, For the ten-vear peried 1931 - 1990 the
average number of original nolifications was abouat 55300. The total for 1M7 will, therefore, be about 45,000
below that average.

Provisional figures indicate that original notifications and deaths both show further reduetions in 1948,
with a probable total of 8,012 notifieations and 155 deaths.

There can be no doubt that the remarkable and steady fall in the incidence of Diphtheria is due to
the extensive immunisation of lll_e child population since 1941. There must, however, be no relaxation of effort
if these resulis are to be maintained.

Diphtheria Immunisation. — Visits to all schools in the district were paid between November, 1947, and
March, 1948,

Altogether, during 1#8 there were treated for the first time, at the schools, at the Wellare Centre and
by private doctors, 368 pre-school children and 167 school children. In addition, 319 children received rein-
forcing injections.

It was estimated at 31.12.48 thai a total of 1.362 pre-school and 3,942 school children had completed a
ecourse of treatment at some time.

Pre-school children immunised s i 4 55.60%
Schonl ehildren inumunised o ; 98,9958
Proportion of child population immunised T 82.459%

These figures are reasonably satisfactory, but further improvement in the percentage of preschonl
children is desirable.

Scarlet Fever. — The incidence of this disease again rose in 138 wwl 75 cases were notified, but the
illness continued to be generally of a mild character and no deaths oceurred. Not since 1935 has there been
a death, in the area, attributed to Secarlet Fever.

Measles. — This disease did not, a= might have been expected afler the g;uialel_nis.‘r of 1947, show a
reduced incidence. On the contrary, the number of cases rose to 553, compared with 305 in 1947. One death
was attributed to this cause,

Whooping Cough. — Following on the small number of ecases notified in 1MY., Whooping Cough
became prevalent in 1948, There were 124 cases. amd two deaths were recorded.

Enteric Fevers. — No case oceurred during the year,

Infantile Paralysis. — No case occurred during the year,
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S.D. 35.

(a)

ANNUAL REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH —1948 VITAL STATISTICS

Birth-rates, Civilian Death-rates, Analysis of Mortality, Maternal Mortality and Case-rates for
Certain Infectious Diseases i Lhe year 1948, Provisional figures based on Quarterly Returns.

126 C.B's 148 Smaller
England and Great Towns London
and | Towns Resident Pop. Admin.
Wales | including 25,000—>50,000 County
London at 1931 Census
| - |
' Hales per l 000 Civilian Population
BIRTHS — g
Live Births 17.9(a) 20.0 19.2 201
Still Births 0.42(a) (.52 0.43 0.39
|
DEATHS— |
All Causes ... 42 10.8(a) | 11.6 10.7 11.6
Typhoid and Paraty phmd 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
E‘fhf{:lpm_g., Cough : ggé ggé g% ggi
iphtheria .. . i | ; f
Tuberculosis T 0.59 0.46 0.63
Influenza o I 0.03 0.03 0.04 0.02
Smallpox = = — —_
Acute Poliomyelitis a"ul |
Policencephalitis ... 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.00
Prneumonia 0.41 0.38 0.36 0.54
NOTIFICATIONS [Lurntled:l -
Typhoid Fever 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.00
Paratyphoid Fever 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
Cerebro spinal Fever ... 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.03
Scarlet Fever 1.73 I.?U 1.82 1.37
\’ln'fhmpln!.: Cough 342 3.51 331 3.13
Diiphtheria ... 0.08 0.10 . CEr 0.10
Erysipelas ... | 0.21 0.23 0.21 0.22
Smallpox —_ — — =
Measles I 9 34 9.75 8.84 9.17
Pneumonia ' 0.73 0.34 0.60 0.57
Acute Poliomyelitis ]| 004 0.05 0.04 0.04
Acute Polioencephalitis 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
|
Itates |'J!.-l" 1 000 Live Births
DEATHS— | %
All causes under 1 year of age ... 34(b) 39 32 I 3l
Enteritis and Diarrhoea under 2 |
vears of age weal 3.3 | 1.5 2:1 | 2258
i ].; ies per I (!IUG Total (Live and ‘._-.HIE] Births
NoTIFICATIONS (Corrected)— l 2
Puoerperal Fever and Pyrexia | 6.89 8.90 | 4.71 7.34(c)
z Maternal Martality in Englaml and Wales
Itates per 1,000 Total Itates per mll]mn WOmen
(Live and bl]il]l Births :I.J_.,L[l 15—44
140 Abortion with Sepsis 0.11 ' 9
141 Abortion without Sepsis 0.05 4
147 Puerperal infections 0.13
142-146, 148-150 Other maternal
causes : 0.73
Rates per 1,000 total population. () Per 1,000 related births (c) In London Puerperal Fever

alone was 0.bL.









