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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEAIAH FOR 1944,

Io the Chairman and Members of the Urban Digtrict Council of Ashington.

Gentlemen,

I beg to present to ycu the Annual Report of the Medical
Officer of Health concerning the health and sanitary circumstances of
the Urban District in 1944 .

This report is in rather more detail than those of recent
Jears as the ban, imposed for security reasons, on the publication of
figures of population etc. has now been rermoved, Apart from this,
it follows the lines of previous reports and there are no exceptional
Cilrcumstances or cvents of outstanding importonce to record,

It is pleasing to bas sble o report that the Infantile
Mortality Rate of 44,52 per 1,000 live births is, by a considerable
margin, the lowest cver recorded in the district. The previous
lowest figure was 55.4 pexr 1; 000 live births, recorded in 1942,

The birth rate shows a further slight increase from 19.21 to
20,02 per 1,000 of the population and the ceath rate a further slight
decrease from 11,02 to 10.54 per 1,000,

It is satisfactory also to note that the incidence of Scabies
has diminished and that this reduction is likely to be maintained and
even improved on in 1945,

I must oxpress my gratitude for the consideration which has
been extended to me by members of the Council and for the suppori and
assistance I have recceived from the staffs of the Sanitery Department
and other Depertments of the Council, without which, the difficult
task of carrying on single—handed after the death of your late
Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Angus, in Pebruary 1944 might well
have proved imposzible,

I have the hoaour to be,
Your obedient Servant,

C. B. McGREGOR,

Medical Officer of Health,
Urban District of Ashington,

September, 1945,






URBAN DISTRLCT CUUNCIL OF ASHINGTON.

ANNUAL RmPOR'T OF o

I

[l MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.
Or 1944,

S —— - —

Public Health Officers of the Local iuthority.

Medical Officer of Health,

Medical Officer M, & C.W.
L e T s S

Medical Officer Infectious
Diseases Hospitalesescao

BN OEFIOOT cussansysios
Ophthalmic Surgeon .es.e..

Obstetrical Consultants ..

P " e

Sanitary )
Housing g Inspector

Meat

Sanitary ; Inspector
lMeat (additional)

Health and Child (
Protection Visitors
Offices of the M.O0.H.

Telephone

Offices of the Sanitary
Inspector

Telephone

Hospital for Infectious
. Diseases (leased tuv S.E.N.J.H.B.)

Telephone

Catherine B, McGregor,
MIB!’ GI‘lﬂ‘I&" Di P’]:i'

G.E, Wilson, L.R.C.P.,L.R.C.S.,L.H.,
L.D.S., part-time, (locum tenens),
Alex MacRae, M.D.,D.0.M.S. part-time,
E. Farquhar Murray, M.D.,F.R.C.S.(Eng)

H. Evers, M.B,,M.S., F.R.C.S. (En%).
FiEi Stab‘ler, I'IIIQD.’ F-RtG¢Si (Eﬂg L]

G’-W. Tate, F-Squﬂ-i, MrRr, SE—H-I-

E.W. Etrachan’ Iﬂ,S,I.ﬁg’ A-R-' San.lI.

Misg I, Ta:_.’lD?; G-Gi]"-l:[n*l iy
7.7, Buxton (nece lMcKenna)

W r HE
L B B
] .[l'-\I Ch B
bt g L g L& hd o't adils

145, Station Road, Ashington.
hshington, 287.

Council Chambers, ashington.

Ashington 210,
North Seaton Station, Ashington,

Ashington 20,

o0o

1.




URBAN DISTRICY CF ASHYNGTON,

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE IBEDICAL OFFICER (F HEALTH
FOR 1944,

SECTION A,

Stutistics and 3ocial Conditions of the Area,

hrea, in acres - 6,057,

Registror General's estimate of
Resident population mid 1944 - 26,920,

Rateable value - £114,050,
One penny rate produces - £450:62
Number of inhabited houses (end of 1944) - 7,450,

Vital Statistics.

Birchs:=-

Live Births, Toctal Male Female
IE gitim—te @ %% & 8 F 0088 ®S0DDB _E.;-l.q" 254' E‘ED
I].-L’Eg,ltlm-'lt-ﬂ & & @ B @ O P F B B BB A 25 15 12

Birth Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident population = 20.02,

Still Births. Tokal  Male Temaole
J—ﬂ Eit lm"f_:l.te T & & F B F & & @ F @ a0 ?5- -J l
Illﬁ?{_-.itim;lte & & B # & % & & 6 & & 3 2 2 2 —

Rate per 1,000 total (live and still) births - 44,32,
Dcaths s- |

Total Male Female

To04 _IBU ¢§E
Death Rate per 1,000 of the. population = 10,54,
Deaths from puerpsral causes (hsadings 29 and 30 of the Registrar
General's short list):=

Rate per 1,000 total

Deaths (live and still) births,
No,29 Puerpcral Sspsis 2 ik
Ne.%50 Other maternal causes. - =

Death Rate of infants undex» one year of agei-
All infante per 1,000 1ive DLIrths ..ceeseseccensasssnscsssnnsith, 52
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimaie live births ........42.8
Illegitimate infan%s per 1,000 iliegitimate live births ....80.
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Deaths from Cancer (all 886S) ecevess Ve

BEaEhe from Measles (811 age5) i...deacedesciscsa
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) cevrenvan
Deaths from Diarrhoea (unaer e DS o | R S o

L

The Registrar General supplies the following:-

CAUSES OF DEATHS 1944,

Causes.

1. Typhoid & paratyphoid fevers,
2. Cerebro spinal fever.

3, Scarlet Fever.

4+ Whooping Cough.

5. Diphtheria.

6. Tuberculosis of resp: sys:

7. Other forms of tuberculosis.
8. Syphilitic diseases,

9. Influenza.

10. Measles.
11, Ac: Polio-myel: & polio—enceph:
12, Ac: inf, enceph:

13. Cancer of buc: cav: & oesoph:(M) uterus (F)

14, Cancer of stomach & duodenum,
15, Cancer of breast.

16, Cancer of all other sites,
17. Diabetes.

18, Intra—-cranial vascular lesions,
19, Heart diseases.

20, Other dis: of circ: system.
2l, Bronchitis.

22. Pneumonia.

25, Other resp: dis:

24, Ulcer of stomach or duodenum.
25. Diarrhoea under 2 years.

26, Appendicitis.

27. Other digve. dis:

28. Nephritis,

29, Puer: and post-asbort: sepsis,
50, Other maternal causes,

51. Premature birth.,

92 Con: mal: birth inj: infart: dis.
33, Suicide,

34, Road traffic acc:

35. Other violent causes.,

56, All other causes,

Total causes

Deaths of infants (Legitimate ..ascess
under 1 year (Illegitimate eesess

T'Dtals RN R

-
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The total number of ‘deaths of children under one year was 24
as compared with 42 in 1943, This gives an infantile mortality
rate of 44,52 per 1,000 live births, which is a considerable
reduction on previous years., The corresponding figure for 1943
was 53,8 per 1,000 live births,.

The Registrar Gereral's table SD.55 gives the infantile
mortality rates as followssi- ;

For England and Wales 46 deaths per 1,000 live births.

For 126 Great Towns 52 deaths per 1,000 live births, ;
For 148 Smaller Towns (pepulation 25,000 - 50,000} 44 deaths per *
1,000 live bLirths. . '

. The infantile mortality rate for Ashington is thus: only very*
slightly in excess of the average rate for similar areas throughout
the country. : il S

The following table shows the comparative marta;ity'du;ing the
past scven yearsi- . "

1936 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 - 1944

Iumber of deaths

<= * = - A 2F,
from Diarrhoea &

Enteritis under

2 years, 4 1k 1 il I 2 Sl
Infantile deaths '
under 1 yr, 35 27 29 50, 25 42 24
Infantila

lortality Rate 75,34 57,08 65.31 74.4 55.4 82,19 44.52

The following table gives details of the canses of death in -
the different age groups under one year:- .
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G J)W w-}mm

Department of the lMedical Officer
of HEEltht
146 Station Roasad,
Ashington,
Northumberland

17th November, 1945.

- Dear 8ir,

I yesterday forwarded to you
five copies of the Annual Report for
1944 for the Urban District of
Ashington, and I now beg to correct
a mistake which eppears on page 4 of
that report. The sentence beginning
"The corresponding figure for
1943 --—=" ghould read "The
correaponding figure for 1943 was
82.19 per 1,000 live births®.

I regret that tne report was
forwarded to you before this mistake
was noticed.

Yours faithfully,
(sd=) C.B.McGregor
Medical Officer of Health,
Urban District of Ashington.

Ministry of Heslth,

Whitehall,
London.
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INFANTILE MORTALITY - 1944,

Total Total
1-2 2-% 5-4 under 1-3 3-6 6-9 9-12 under

of death. 1 wk, wks wks wks 1 mth mths mths mths mths 1 yr.

Tuberculosis
(non-pulmonary) -
Septicaemia
Prematurity
Congenital : -
malformation . -
Bronchitis
Pneumonia
Convulsions
Gastro enteritis
Congenital debility
Birth injury
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SECTION B,

General Provision of Health Sexrvices for the Lrea.

LABORATORY FACILITIES.

Laboratory facilities are available at the Laboratory belonging
to the Northumbcrland County Council., The extent to which the
‘facilities have becn utilized is shown below:-

Specimen sent in by, Specimen, Pos, Nege
C.C.T.0. Sputa for tubercle. 10 4%
| Medical Practitioncrs, doa L 125
Medical Practitioners. Pus for tubercle, - 1
Medical Practitioners, Faecces for organisms (T.B.) 1 -
i, 0,He Swabs for C.diphtheriae. 5 &4
Medical Practitioncrs. do. o 24
Medical Practitioners. Swabs for Hacmolytic 11 23
otreptococcus,
Medical Practitionsers, Faeces for crganisms (dysentery) 2 11
M.0.H. Facces for B.typhosus - It
Medical Practitioners. Mucus for organisms (dysentary)l - .
Medical Practitioners, Pleural Fluid for organisms,. - 1

Do



AMBULANCE PACILITIES.

NURSING IN THE- HOWR .

THLATWMENT CENTRES AND CLINICS.
HOGPITALG.,

No chenge.

LR N L

MATERNTTY AND CHILD WELFARE,

lMaternity and Child Welfare Clinics were held in the M.C.W.
building at South View.

Sessions - 101l from 2 - 4 p.m, Monday and Thursday'afternocns'
throughout the year.

The following is a record of the attendances during the
twelvemonth.

Total attendances during the year:-

Children under 1l JEAD soseesssuvesnwies ? 190
Children between 1 and 5 yearS ssccesss 485

Total number of children who attended at the Centre for the '
first time during the year and who at the date of their first
attendances were:-—

(a) under 1 year of ﬂgp v o me i e il SR R
(b) betwecen the ages of 1 and 5 JTS eee» 46 '

Total number of children who attended at the Centre during the
year and who at the end of the year were:- :
a) under 1 year Of gl secececessssces 4?%

O‘:i' 1?0:_,-1‘ Gf"l& PR R R I R
Special uhtbntlun continued to be directed to dbserv1ng the

dental and oral state of the mothers attending with their babies.
Those in whom the oral-dental state was found to be unsatisfactory
were referred to the Dental Officer for treatment,

Milk Foods ebc.

During the year milk foods and other specialities were supplied
in accordance with the undcrmentioned daba . -

Food Sold at Cost Price,

Virolax 756 cartons
Ostermilk, No,l. : 889 lbs.
Ostermilk, No.2. 4,698 "

Con and Gate : g ns e
Virol : 756 tins
Minadox - cel ozs,
Codliver 0Oil Emulsion 442 btls.
Marmite 482 cartons,.
Maltoline 317 tins,
Hemolac 1C3 tins.




Clinics for the Pre-school Child (2 - 5 vears)

Theae clinice were held on the 2nd and Lth Tuesday of each ~
month from 2 = 4 pe.me.

HUMhEP ﬂf Eessionﬁ held Py SR L R 25
Number of children exXamined escssssaceseeessl70

Defects in pre-school children during 194lie Numbers of
children examined in whom were found:-

Caries of teeth sveess 69 SQUINLS cedscesss 22
Tonsils enlarged.séses 12 Bronchitis essses 18

Those children in whom dental caries was disclosed at thesc
examinations were referred to the Dental Officeri

Dental Clinic.

Dental Officer - Dr. G.E. Wilson (locum tencns, part-time)«

Humber P EeREIonS Neld secisssesevsssssnssssinstsassssssscnsnns DU
" expectant and nursing mothers who attended eeessseeesl100

" N rE=gchaol children who asttendedescesessecssaccensass BY
e W gdministrations of general anz€ 5thesia eecverereen.es 56
i " dentures supplicd to thectant nursing mothers seess 6L

It was the invariable practice to perform extractions in
pre=school children whilst they were under a general anaesthetic and
also on their recovery to transfer them by ambulance from the clinie
to their hcnese.

Ophthalmic Clinic.

Oculist = Mr. Alcx MacRae:

Numhﬂr Gf EGEEiDnS hﬂld R T T T T T T T R T SR R 6
& Rl ldren nttended for the £irst timceesessssssenssess 22
L ' subsequent attendances by children .evesssscsnsssansss 81

This cliniec was carricd on on the same lines as in previous
yearss Thc optician accompanied the oculist as in the past in order
to facilitate the fitting and deliwvery of spectacles.

The conditions for which the toddlers were scen were = sguints
and ¢rrors of rcfractions There werc 18 cases of squints and in
17 cases spectacles were prescribed by the oculist,

Diptheria Tmmunisation Clinic.

Diptheria Immunisation of pre-school children was carried out
at 4 clinics in cach months vize 2nd and Lth Tuesdays, and 2nd. and
Lth Thursdays. Figures giving the immunisation state of the child
population are included in scction F. of this revort.

Te




ATERNITY SERV.CE3 IN ASHINGTON.

e
j..ll:l._ AN e

inte-natal Clini.c.

Following upon the death of Dr. Angus it was imposeible for me
to undertoke as many clinics!as in previous years, and it was '
resnlved to nsk the County Council Tor assistonce, This wes _
rendily gronted ond from the middle of February, the Medical Officers
suppliecd by the County Council atbtended the Lnte-natal Clinics

two afterncon sessions being

held per month, until tThe end of May. ZEub from tne 3lst lMay the
number of sesslons Was ipereased to two per week, one in the morning
and one in the afternoon of ench Wednesday, and atb all of these &
Medical Officer was in attendance. This was o great advance in the
services provided for expechant mothers, buf tho numbers atteonding
becrme so great that a furthier incrense in the muoher of sessions
bocome necessary. From the 11Gh flugust an ~aditional session was
hold coch Friday morning except on the lest Friday of each month .
From this date all expectant mothors atsonding the clinic wors seen
by a ledic¢ol COfficer. The Health Visitors and the nurses of the
1ocal nursing associntion co-opsreted in agsisting at these clinics.

Number of SEBSLOHS held eracn«c-;-;na-afacn'-_!pn-fpi '_9:"
Total number of new cases under cbove auspices .. 270
Total numbcr of re=visits under bove ouspices ««2:279

This was carricd on as previously,

L)

Refercnoss to Specialists,

There werc referred o costetric specialists 1n Newcastle
during the year from the inte-natal Clinics under the scheme 51X
cnses for opinion nnd report ot o cost of £6, 6. Ode”

Home Helps.
The domand £or home helps speatly exceeded the supply and it
was possible To provide this sepvice on only cight occasions during
the year. ' '
Moternity Oubfits were hired on payment of a small fec, MMore use
TaE mndo of tnis service thoan for some yeors pasts

Moternal Horbidity (eascs of puerperal pyrexia) - facilities ol
rontrinca in ministry of Health lemo 156/11,0 W 1930 continued to be
ayailable to practiticnerse : '

Masernity Hospibal.

The arrargement £or the treatment of emergenty maternity cases
approved by the Modical Officen of Health a5 the Princess Mavy
Maternity Hospital contirued =n operation Guring the yotte Thexe
were 3% coscs admitted under this schome and they were classified
as followsi= :

8a



Toxaemia of Pregnancy . .o o

6

Haemorrhage, ‘\nte =partum «.. S
Deliveries _e) Normal . T S
b) Breech . one o

écj Instrumental . ges 2
Investigation se. ol vt e ]
1U$rti0ﬂ P a s @ PR P aoe e 1k
Flacentz FPraevia Saie e . See L
vePSiGn a0a aw s ¢ ow o P s w 2
Hysterectony .- e o ses 1
Py@litiﬂu»- e ¢80 sa o .5 ow 1
PFGJEPEEd Cﬂrdunn rPae o »aw ,-_I._
Disproportion ... Bia aiain O |

Sunray Clinic.

This elinis was conducted twice weekly - lMonday gnﬁ Thorasday
forenoons. Irom February a Medical Officer supplied by the County
Council attended this clinic once weekly.

No. of children who attendsd for the first time o 85
Noe of revisits of the sald Children esseescevassnss 2,786

During the year it was copen on 103 occasions.

Under the sgreement entered into between the Ashington U.D.C.
and the Northumberland County Council Educstion Committee, school
ehildren continus! to receive the benefit of U.V.L- treatment on
the recommendation of the School Medical Officer after consultation
with the patient's family doctor or on the dirsct recommendation of
the general practitioner after fthe School Authorities had been
notified of his recommendation.

A grant of £5 per armum is given by the Local Authority for
Education ¥ the Council for this purpose.

Summary of Child Welfare Activities. etc.

Number of infants surnervised - first v;sltg A A 543
Number of 1nfants supervisgsed = total visits sesiceiaaes 1,953
Number of revisits to children ITronm 1 e BeYEETE" herane | 2aOTD
Pirat wvisits to babies wholly breast fedessscssinocnnse 45
Pirst viaits to babiss wholly hand-=Fedecssesssscsosscsss 38
. Pirat visits to babies paru‘v hani—Ffeleesevanrsoavsnns 1.9
First visits to expuctunu MmOotherSessssssvassssssnansss EDu
Tﬂtal yigits to EﬂIECLmnt thHEL R T T R R 532

Child Iife Protection.

-Ghildlife Protection Visitors were the two Health Visitors.
At the end of the yecar 194l there were 5 children on the register.
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SECTION C.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE ARRAS

WATER.

The whole of the district is supplied with water by the Tynemouth
Corporatione This has been chlorinated since 1912, and samples ftaken
periodically from varying points in the district,; show 1t te bs of the
highest quality of drinking water. Appended are the results of the
examination carried cut:-

Coli
Source. LDate. Aerogenes
Test
organigns
per 100 ml.
Tovn Supply 1 5= Lelyly. Nil.
-do= 13=1=Lily o
=(10= 19=l =Ly Nil
=do=- 191y Nil
—do=- 19-L=L)y Nil
~do~= 19=L~Lidy Nil
-do- 15=G=lly ’ Nil
=clo- 20~-56-1, Nil
—do~ 20-06~1ul. Wil
=do= 17=10-Lly Nil
~do= 21=-11-l; Nil
~do- 21=11=lyl) il
Swimning Bath Water 28~6-ll; Nil.

— -

Five ctand-pipes in back streets supplying 17 houses still remain
for attention in the post=-war period. These houses, however, represent
only 0.22% of the total houses in the district,

It is cstimated that 85.97% of the houses in Ashington have water
laid on; 2.93% are supplied by taps situated in the backyard, and
10,80% by tape in the wash-house.

DRAINAGE AND SEVERAGE.

There have been extensioms in this during the yeare Where

alterations to property have been carried out the remocdelled drainage

systems have been discussed with Ovners and Builders with advantage to
both QOwner and Builder.

RIVERS AND STREAMS .
No action was taken under this heading.
CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.
No conversions were carried out during the period under reviews

10,




SANTTARY INSPECTION OF THE A'FA,

A further reduction in the skilled labour available to carry out
necessary repairs to dwelling house property wes experienced during 1944
witGh the result that a siowing up in the execution of housing repairs
was ggain noted. Under the provision of Circular 2871, a scheme for the
1ssue of Essentiality Certificabes was operated and was of some
assistance in that the absolutely essential works of pspair were
enabled to be carriecd out.

k In addition to the figures given in the accompanying table,
informal action was responsible for a not inconsiderable amount of
work of repair,

The follcwing table summarises the noticesserved:-—

Verbal

Nuisances dealt with snd or Complied ~
work required to be done, Written with

IJ Gt i{}ﬂ‘ .

To clear choked drain or water closets 137 1.5
‘To provide Ashbins. 6
To repair Baves Gutters, and Downspouts. 14
To repair Sinks or Wastepipes.

Defective or Leaky Roofs, Damp Walls ete.
Defective Fireplaces.

Defective Outbuildings.

Defective Manhole Covers

Defective Water Closevs.

Defective Sash Cords

Defective Wallplaster.

Offensive Accummulations,

Defective Ceilings.

Defective Focdstores,

Defective Airgratas.

B
NeaRslep

I &FF 1 =3-3=-3 | i
| e
| W= 1 =3=3=-3 1 \a'ha;d

SWIMMING BATHS AND POOLS.

(1) Institute Baths (baths, showers and pcol) open o public ~
members and non-members,

(2) Pit head ba:hs (showers), Woodhorn Collierye

The water of the swimming pool undergocs continuous clarification
and chlorination, while the water supply to the pit head baths is a
chlorinated one.

SCHOOILS., -~ All as before, as regards sanitary arrangements.

1. lig
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CINEMAS AND PUBLIC BUIIDINGS.

-

The Ventilation, Sgnitary Accommodation, and Cleanliness of all
places of Public Entertainment remained satisfactory during the year
and no complaint was received respecting any building, But for the
need for conservation of materials the entire sanitary accommodation
at one place of public resort would have becn entirely remodelled on
up-to-date lines. The Licensing Officer  of the Hinistry had, of necessif
to curtail the project.

RATS AND MICE (DESTRUCTION) ACT, 1919, INFESTATION ORDER, 10943,

In February 1944 the Council received the delegation of powers
under the zbove Act and Order from the County Council.

In addition to the ordinary work of rat extermination, a sewer
campaign ‘for the destruction of rats therein was carried out with
satisfactory results and the portions found to be affected were given
a subseguent treatment,

In addition, the known arcss of infestation have received regular
attention %o prevent reinfestetion on any scale. :

This Department undertakes the work in all cases with the result®
that the action taken fits inbto the genmeral scheme of rodent destruction
In general the public co—operate in all deratisation work and this
materially helped the work. The main methods of dealing with the
Rodents was baiting, gassing, and proofing,

CAMPING SITES.

I
There are no camping sites within th area.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTTION.

There were no reports received from the Police that any householde
had permitted the chimney of his dwelling house to be accidently on
fire. Therec were, however, instances where dwelling . house chimneys did
emit smoke and soot to the discomfort of the neightbourhood and thereby
polluted the atmosphere to sn unreasonable extent. '

Enabling powers should be given to all Local Authorities, who 80
desire, to set up a Municipal Chimney Swecping Service, the sole purpos
of which would be to redce thenubaer of dwelling house chimneys
»oridentally firing', and thus to benefit the community,

ERADICATION CF BED BUGS.
1 (a) No. of Council premises found to be infested by Bed Bugs = 6,
No, disinfected - 6,
(b) No, of Other premises found to be infested by Bed Bugs = 30,
No. disinfested - 3%0.
For this work Zaldecide. was used.

Disinfestation is carried out by employees of the Local Authority,
A charge is made on the Owner or the Tenant, and advice is given on the
avoiding of reinfestation,

BEETLES.
Infestation by Beetles is not an infrequent causc for complaint,
4 Council houses and 6 other premises were treated for this,

2




SulNITARY TNSPECTUR'S REPORT

= Sumuary of

Year Ending Deccmber 3lst, 1944,

No. of )
No.of Defects No., out- o, fos,of Defects Inpro-
Inspec= oOr standing remedied inform—~ remed- gress
tions Contra- from after al ied or
during ventions previous letter [Nobices there being
year. of Bye= year. or inter-served after dealst
aws , view. with,
HOUSING.
Structural Defects. 489 60 - 20 36 56 4
Defective Foodstors. 32 4 - - 4 i -
Dampness. 18 8 1 - 8 9 -
Cvercrowding. 65 - - - -~ = -
Muisances. 78 29 - 18 11 11 -
WATER .
Insufficient ) a5] B A o 42 0 12
Unsatisfactory ) 2 £ = 5
DRATINAGE.
Insufficient) o2
Defective ) 402 146 - 145 1 1 -
SANITARY CONVENIBNCES.
Insufficient)
Defective ) 108 36 - 33 i 3 -
Shops, Foodstores etec. . 410 152 - 16 “ = ~
Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops, 164 & - 4 - - -
Slaughter Houses., 4351 Government Abattoir, -
Tents, Vans, etec. 45 % - 5 - — =
Offensive Trades. 118 1C - 10 - - -
Workshops and -Workplaces, 125 12 — 12 - - =
Keeping Animals, : 26 2 - 2 = = =
Ashpits improperly used. - - - R - - i s
Offensive Accumulations. 25 Ll - 11 - - -
Total. 2787 588 1 499 105 114 16




SuUCTIUN D,

Housing.,

Number of new houses erected during the year:-

-l"'i.- I'llntal 'R ey 'R ' e e FLE ] TR - w Hil
B. As part of the Municipal Housing Scheme  .is  ese  NIE

e —

1, Inspection of Dwelling houses during the yeari-

(1)(a) Total number of dwellirs houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Housing
~‘-'-L'3T'F;) L] R - L] ] ) . e 161

(b) Mumber of inspections made for the purpose .. ee. 989
(2)(a) Number of dwelling houses (included under sub=
head (1) above which wers insnected nnd recorded |
under the Housing Consolidated Regulabtions 1925 ... NIl
(b) Fumber of inspections mode for the purpost... ses Nil
(3) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to heslth as to be unfit
for human habitation S . e suw ey aias AN
(4) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those referred
to under the preceding sub-head) found not to be
in all respects reasonsbly fit for human habitation  Nil
2. Remedy of defects during the year withoubt scrvice of formal notices:
Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fif in
consequence of informal action by the lLocal
Authority or their offlecers | L. i was o oaes o1
5., hction under Statutory Powers during the year:—
Por the sub-sections LA, B, C, D, "Nil" returns have been supplied,
4, Housing Act, 1956, Part 1V, - Overcrowding —~ i-

Here rgain the returns for sections (a), (b), (c) and (d)
are "NilY,
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SECTION E.

Inspection and Bupervision of Food,

MITK SUPPLY.

65 samples of Milk were taken and submitted for examination as setb
out below,

8 of these samples were Pasteurised Milks, thﬁ Plate Counts for
which ranged from 2,660-to 25,000 Bacteria per nl,

11 Pasteurised samples werc submitted to the Phosphatase Test with
the appended rcsults:-

1535 Blue Units; 2.1 Blue Units; 1.7 Blue Units; 1.4 Blue Units;
L Blneelinits: 1,5 Blue Units 1.1 Blue Units; 1.1 Bluz Unitss
1.5 Blue Uﬂltqg 1,1 Blue Units; l.2 Blue Units.

1 sample it will be noted was insufficiently heat-treated.

Of 47 samples Raw and T.T. Milks submitted to the County
Laboratory Newburn:-

- 54 Batisfied the Methylenc Bluc Test,
2 Decalourlsed under 5% hours.
" 4% hours.
i % 4 hours,
" " 3% hours.
s b 4 hours.
i il ¥% hours,

EROHWE

Of the 15 samples which failed to Satisfy the lMethylene Bluec Test,
6 were produced within the Urban District of these 1 decolourised in
5 hours, 1 in %% hours, 1 in 4 hours, 1 in 4% hours, and 2 in 5 hours,

In 45 samples submitted to the tost for Tuberculosis, 39 were
eported as showing Tubcrculosis NOT FCUND, and in 4 Tuberculosis was
P SENT, The animals were slanghtered and vuhnequent samples from
these sources proved to be negative,

MEAT AND OTHER FOCDS.

The Ministry of Food Slaughtering Depot for lAshington and Newbiggin
is still located in the premises bclonvlng to the iLshiogbton Industrial
Co—-operative Socicty.

The numbers of animals slaughtered showasnall increase on last
year's totals and for the yecar under review are as follows.
Cattle (excluding Cows) 19763 Cows 2963 Calves 209; Shecp and Luwbs
96293 Swine 421.

The cmount of Meat condemned, surrendered and destroyed is set out
in the accompanying table, with the reaseon for such sction, This meat
of course is sent ~way for processing for the extraction of fats, etc.
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Meat, Organs, etc., Condemned, Surrendered, and Deatrqged-

For Tuberculosgsis:-

Bovine:

Lungs

Head and Tongsue
Liveras
Mesenteries
Tripe

Back Skirts
Heart

Udders

Carcases (inc.2 Tl Teats) 53.
Beef Weighing 1134 stones.

Otheor Defined Disesscs:-

Swine:
28l Hoads =
121 Plucks 7
45 Meaenteries 3
20
1
e
.
1

Boving:
Lungs
Livers

Heoad & Tonguc

Uddors

Tripc and Gut

Gut

Back Skirt

Splecen

Mesentery

Heart

Pluck

Frozcn Veal

Boel

Carcaseca (of
vhich 6 woere
Rojoets & 11
Casuanltics)

Calves

Shoops
Livors
Tripc & Gutb
Plucks
Carcascs

Mutton

Swing:

Livers
Hoart

R O PR T N B O O

Pleurisy 22: Actinomycosis 2; Flukes 1; Abscesses 4,
Cirrhosis 184:; Echinocogcous 53 Cavarnous Angloma 233
Abscesses 23; Carcinomal; Bactorisl wn.crosis 53
Friable 53 Actlinomycoaia 2.

Actinomycosis 153

Mastitlis 45:; Soptic Mastitis 11

Congcstion 3.

Inflammation 2; Johnes Discasc 24

Inflammation 2,

Peritonitis 5.

Actinomycosis 1.

Pericarditis 4.

Congostion 1,

Cladosporum Herbarum 2% st.

Traumatism 207 st; Congestion 17 st.

Septicacmla 10; Jchnes Discasc 4; Soptic Mastitls 4;
Pyrcxia 23 Soptlc Motritis 1; Toxaemla 1} Mﬂchﬂnicﬂi
Enaciation 1: Sc?tic Poricarditias 1.

Total welght 823% stones

Imaturity 3; Gangrenous Pnoumonia 13 Pyroxlia and
vDropsy 1; (total weisht 16+ stones). ;

Cirrhosis 3:; (Imported) Docomposition 2% ste
Congestion 2.

Pncumonia 33 Cirrhosis & Parasites 7.

Pyroxia 353 Pnoumonia 33 Gangronous Pnoumonia 113
Emaciation 5: Fmacintion & Pyroxia 17; Scoptic Motrl
Emaciaticn & Dropsy 73 Dropsy 1.

Moribund 5: Immaturity 1; (Tobtal weight 261% stones)
Bruising 1% gty Traamatism 1 st. :

Cirrhosis &3
Poricarditis 1.
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Plucks

- Pleurisy and Cirrhosis 3.

Carcasces - Pyamis l; Pyrexia 1; Eﬂﬁblatlﬂn 1: Emacil
Dropsy 1; (Total weight 323 stse)
Pork - Abscesses 16 lbs.
OTHER I'OODS
The following foods were found to be unfit and
de stroyed:-
Tinned meats h2ht 1bs. Pies 22+
~g= 27 tins Butter 12
Pork Sausage 1573 Ibs. Margarine 1
Fish 162 tins Sugar 2
Codlings - 12 ste. Tea 181
Vegetables 119 tins Biscuits' 119%
~do= $ “1bs Flours 10%
Peas gt Eggs 61
Pruit 1D tins Cereals hl
~do— T s8t. Syrup 12
Milk 1,81 tins Carlins 28
Ham 32 1bse Potatoes =
Bacon 62% 1bs Bread : 150
Soup & Broth 16 tins Onions 50
Jam 164 tins & Jjars.

Miscellaneous foodstuffs - 821 tins; 8 jars; 76 bottles; 392 packets.

Carceses Inspected and Condemned 19LL.

Aoz«
lbﬁc
1b.

G".‘Ttt
1bee.
1bs.

ation & Dropsy 1;

were condemned and

- e ameres we =

Number Killed ;
Number Inspected

All Diseases except Tuberculosis
Whole Carcases

Carcases of which some part
Or organ was condemnned
Teraentage of Noe. alffected ..
with disease other than T.B.

Tuberculosis only =-

WVhole Carcases Condemned eas
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned
Percentage of No.
affected with Tuberculosises

SHELL FISH.

Cattle : 7o, Sheep
2w allle Cows e Cu_vcuw and.
OWs e Lamnbs .
1976 296 209 9629
jondemncd «es - 2l 5 86
ase 259 108 1 15
12.905 Lle59L4  2.870 1.0438
-8 25 - -
avs 123 191 (=] o
inspected
6+629 T2.972 - -

There are no shell—=fish layings within the Urban area.

17«
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SECTION ¥.

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND
OTHER DISEASES.

Hospital accommodation for cases of infectious disease was
provided throughout the year at the Ashington Unit of the South .
Bast Northumberland Joint Hospital Board, of which the Urban Distric
Council is a constituent. ;

Table Showing Analysis of Notified Cases of
Infectious Disease under Age Groups.

Und 65 &
Diseasc 1 yre 1= 2—= 3= L= 5- 10~ 15— 20- 35— L5~ over Total
Scarlet Fever - 1-2 512 38 36 T Gl 79
Diptheria. - 1 &= = " dF 9 2 1 - - - 3L
Pneumonia 1 ] et i e 1 2 T 18
Erysipelas - = e e e e N SRS ) I
Cerebro spinal fever - el SR LR T k. o8 SR - ]
Dysentery - SN B R T 1 - = - 3
Typhold Fever - e S R - - - - - N |
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 1 - = e = = - - - - - - 1
Puerperal Pyrexia - - e = = = - = 2 = e -2
Measles 2 2L e e i NS SRR - 5 1 - - 20
Whooping Cough 5 5 5 Ll A s e 34
Cases
Total Admitted
Cases to Total
Notified Hospital Deaths.
Scarlet Fever 79 11 -
Diptheria 34 30 2
Ineumonia 18 Not known 6
Erysipelas L - -
Cerebro Spinal Fever 2 2 -
Dysentery o - -
Typhoid Fevwer 1 i ~-
Ophthalnia Neonatorum 1 e 5
Puerperal Pyrexia 2 1 2
Mealses 20 - 1
Whooping Cough 3l 2 -
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 Enteric Fevers.

There was one case of Typhoid Fever notified during the year.
This was an isolated case and the source of infection was not
discovered and the patient made good recovery. No case of
paratyphoid fever was notified, i

Scarlet Fever.

This disease was much less prevalent than in the previous year,
there being only 79 cases notifiecd as compared with 154 in 194%. There
were no deaths,

Diphtheria,

The incidence of this disease increased from 18 to 34 cases as
compared with the previous year. Of the %4 cases notified, 26 were
kKnown to have been inoculated against diphtheria, There were two
deaths, both of which occurred in non-immunised percons.

Heasles.

¥Following upon the epideuic of 1943 the incidence of measles in
1944 was greably reduced, there being only 20 cases notified., There
was one deabth.

Diphtheria Immunisation.

During the months of October and November visits were paid to all
P the schools in Ashincton for the purpose of inoculating children
against diphtheria, Immunisation clinics for pre-school children
continued Go be held at the child Welfare Centre, In addition 36
¢hildren received treatment from locul pgeneral practitioners.

At 51st December, 1944, the immunisation state of the child
population was estimated o be as follows:=

Under 5 years esee.. 38,260
5 = 15 years ...... OGS4,4%

Dofence (General) Resulations 1939, Scables Ordeor, 1941, No,3%A,

“ " The incidence of scabies showed a decrcagse during 1944, thore
being only 271 cases treabed as compared with 365 in the provious year,
Persons suffering from "Scabics & Lice" numbered 64 as compared with
145, and those suffering from "Lice Only" numbered 1l as compared with
4 e

It is unquestionable that scabiles was less prevalent, but in my
opinion it is doubtful if the incidence of licec infestation has
<decreased G0 the extent suggested by the figures given in the table
set out below,
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The figures given would suggest that infestation is less frequent,
but this may be duc only to the fact that scabiles, being less
frequent, fewer people were examined, as most of the patients coming
for treatment came only because they had scabies and the presence of
lice was detected on routine examination.

It is of some interest to note that of a total of 47 patients
from Ashington suffering from infectious discase and admitted to the
Ashington Hospital of the South East Northumberland Joint Hospital
Board during the year, 27 or 57 had a verminous conditior of the
Head on admission, Of a total of 247 patients admitted to the Hospital
from the five areas served by the Board, 127 or 51.4% were found to -
be infested with lice or nits on admission,

While these patients do not form an entirely unselected group
and cannot be said to represent a true cross section of the
population, the figures of infestation nevertheless indicate the

existence of a disturbing and highly unsatisfactory state of affairs
a-ong certain sections of the canmunity.

The cleansing station at Ashington continued to function during
the year and clinics at which your Medical Officer attended were held
twice weekly,

The following t ble shows the number of persons from Ashington
who were treated according to their ages and conditions from which
they suifered, :

Scabies not
Scabies Only. Scabiss & ILice., Lice Only. discovered.

Wl . FI 5 M, F; Ii:ﬂll.. F.. il"li Fi

Over 16 yrs. 39 i - 19 - 5 10 28
5 = 16 yrs. 59 56 10 27 - 6 135 4
Uoder 5 yrd. 25 19 2 6 - - B EEEER
125 148 12 52 — 1l 26 36

Also appended is a table showing the total numbers treated from
all the five districts included in the No.2 Medical Area,

Scabies not

Scabics Only. BScobies & lice. Lice Only. discovered,
M. F. M. F. M. T, M. SVEE
Over 16 yrs. 56 124 - 29 - 10 11 52
5 = 16 yrs, 144 112 55 G? 2 Wh 17 12
Under 5 yrs. _45 56 2 11 1S - 7 10
2. 2ie 38 107 M = o)) 74
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TUBERCULGS IS,

NEW CASES AND MORTALITY DURING 1944,

& : New Cases Deaths.
ferlnﬂs. - Resp. & Non-PResp, Resp. lNon=-Resp .,
M, F. - M, F. S P Mo =i
O- AT | - - - - - 1
1- - - - 1 - - -~ il
o 1 2 - - = = = 1
45 3 6 - - 5 1 A
25— 10 I - - 2 - - -
95= 1 1 - -~ 1 2 - ~
45— 4 1k - - 4. - - -
o= N - = - 1 i - - :
65 & over - - - - - - - -
R - 1t 11 I - 5

Non-notificd deaths from Tubsrculosis ... 5
= = Notified deaths from Tuberculosis sssesss 13
Total deaths from Tuberculosis ,eescesses 18

CANCER MORTALITY.

>,

Males Females

20 30 40 4555 65 Total. 20 30 40 545 55 65 Tot

Colon - = = = = 3 3 S LR TR - el R
Bladder A T e 1t <oy S T &
Lip I R O | A U S ol
Lung == L L2 &4 T
Breast - arm e o e man . em S R R e S
Stomach N T S, e SR N R
Bronchi - = = = = 1 1 Y I T
Intestine SN O R | i) R R
Cervix - e m o me = Rl e
Liver R L SR S Bl i R
Gall Bladder - = = - = 1 1 S AR Ly e B e
Oesophagus T R e [ | 2 - = = e = = L
Prostate e 1 S =
Rectunm e et e M B A S e e e
Mouth - = = = = ] i s e i
Ovary - = = = - - - - = = -1 - 1
Testis i med Cm S a 1 s pn ey Gen CRESREEE 2
PPancreas e N | L T A S |
1. weove LN LS 28 S diem 4 8 16

Scareama = Abdomen ....s.a0esea L Male Y0 yrs,
Femur & ILungs s.... 1 female 46 "
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Birth-rates, Civilian Death -rates, Analysis of Morbtality, Macernal
Mortality and Case rates for certain Infectious diseases in the
Year 1944, Provisional figures based on Weekly and Quarterly Returns|

! Bngland 126 C.Bs, ' 148 Smaller London
.and great ; Towns
and - | Towns | Resident Pop.| Adm, |
lincluding | 25,000 -

Wales. ;London. : 50,000 at County |

b

o | X 1951 census.
*Rates per 1,000 Civilian Population:=-

Live! Births | 376 A7 SR8 RS 15.0 §
Still ® 0.50'% | “aey | 0,61 0,42
Deaths ! i 1
AT1 GCauses @ { 5. {id "12,.4 15.7
Typhoid and ' | g

Paratyphoid 0.00 | 0.00 ' 0,00 0.00
Scarlet Fever | 0.00 | 0,00 0.00 0,00
Whooping Cough 0,08 | 0.03 0.02 - 0.0
Diphtheria | ceaaee e s 0,03 0.01
Influenza 0,12 [ Bl s 11 0.08
Smallpox S - b os B | - -
lMeasles | 0,01 | 0.0 0,01 0.00

Rates per 1,000 Live | Births:-

Deaths under 1 Year |

Deaths from Diarrhoea ’
& Enteritis under 2 |
Years of Age | 4,8 S

| | , :
of age i 46 o i 50 | 4a 61
i ‘. L

; 4.4 oL ]
* A dash (-) signifies that there were no deaths.

# Per 1,000 related births

# Rates per 1,000 Total population,

* Rates per 1,000 Civilisn Population:— 3
Notificationg:- E | j .
Typhoid fever 0 = b [0 ! 0.01 0.01
Paratyphoid fever ; 0,01 . 0,00 ; 0,01 0,01
Cerebro Spinal Fever | 0. 05 | 0,06 | 0. O4% 0,06
Scarlet Fever | 2440 L 2.41 , 24,67 1,57
Whooping Cough ! 2,49 | 2.49 ; 2.29 2,90
Diphtheria |- 0,58 | 0,67 | 0.69 0,31
Erysipelas | e E {20 A | 0,28 0.37
Smallpox | 0. 00 5 o, { @.00 | 0. 00
Measles [~ SERET . el s T 3.94 [ 2,98
Pneumonia - 09727 01,15 [ 0,82 : 0.93
Rates per 1,000 Total Births (Live and Still):- .

(a) Notifications:- 15 _31_1
Puerperal Fever ) 10,354 15,13 95 [ f
Pucrperal Pyrexia 1) | e | (AL, 14 4|

(b) liaternal liortality — Eng¥and and Wales:-

No,140 : No,ld4l ! No.l1l4Y | Nos. 142-6

Abortion ! Abortion | Puerperal ; 148-~150

with Sepsis | without Sepsis | Infections ! Other

P I 0.9 : 0.28 ; 1,25

Abortion: Mortality per million women aged 15-45

-England and Wales:- .
No,140 With Sepsis No,141 W%thcut Sepsis
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