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ASHFORD URBAN DISTRICT GCOUNCIL, KENT

Annual Reports of the Medical Officer of Health and
Senior Fublic Health Ingpector for the Year 1359.

Mr. Chairman and Councillors,

I have the honour to present to you ny Annual Report for the year
1953,

Po tion

The Registrar General's estimate of the mid-yesr Home Population
was 26,550 - an increase of 240 over that of the previous year.

Live Births and Rate

The number of live births was 381 (220 M. 161 F.) which was less By
31 then that of' the previous yeer. The orude birth-rate was according
14+ 35 which after adjustment by the Registrar General's Comparability

Factor computed from a population standardised for age and sex dis
becomes 14.64 snd was lower than that of 16.5 for England and Wales.

S5tillbirths and Rate

The nusber of stillbirths was 9 (7 M. 2 F.} and the correspo
rate was 23.08, being slightly higher than that of 20.07 for England an
Hales, o

Infant Deaths and Mortality Rate

Five infant deaths were registered, four of which were under four
weeks of age, and the corresponding infantile mortality rate was 13.1 -'
which comperes favourably with that of 22.0 for England and Wales.

The causea of death were:-

1) Frematurity (9 hours)

2) Birth Injury (14 hours)

3) Atolectasis { 5 minutes)

(4) Pulmonary Syndrome (3 days)
(5) Tracheo=laryngitis (1 month)

Maternal Deaths and lortality Rate

This rete wra nil, az theres wers ne deaths frem Preganey, CGh

Total Deaths and Death Rate

The total number of deaths from sll causes was 296 (163 M, 133 K.
and the crude death rate was accordingly 11.15; after adjustment by th
Registrar General's Comparability Fector, as for births, the rate is
reduced to 10.48, which was lower than that of 14.6 for England and Wal

The chief group cause of deaths was Heart and Cireulatery Diseases
and Vascular Lesions of the Nervous System ns these are the natural end
ocauses of death amongst the aged; of these thers were 149 deatha.

Disease of the Coronery Artery of the Heart, however, is not wholl
a senile disease, for it claims many victims in middle-age when their
responsibilities are at their highest. There were 42 of these deaths
the ages at death having ranged from 48 to 87 years; 6 of these were
between 50 and €0 years, and 13 between 60 and 70 years. The deaths alse
predeminsted amongst males, the ratio of males to females having been
approximetely 3 to 1. It is probable that excessive smoldng is a
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contributory cause, as with Lung Cancer, but the primary cause is still
obscure although extensive rescorch is being devoted to it.  Atheroma
of the Coronary Artery would nlso secm to be a growing cause of deaths,
as demonstrated by post-mortem findings and it is posaible that the
incrensing consumption of sophisticated foods such as 'battery' epes
and "broiler' fowls moy be associcted with its cousntion.

Cancer, as in previous years, was the secomd highest cause of
deaths; of these there were 68, excluding onc death from Loukaemin.
Having regard to the insidious nature of the disease, proerastination
by potients, the mpajority of whom are senile, is the most common factor
in late dicgnosis. If the dingnosis is established reascnably early,
modern treatment has the potentiality to effect sither a complete cure
or to prolong life for many useful years.

Coancer of the Lung caused a disturbing total of 20 deaths, the
ages a3 death having ranged from 51 to 76 years; of these 8 or 405 were
between the ages of 51 and 60 yeara, 9 or LF% between the ages of 61 and
70 years and 3 or 150 between the ages of 71 nnd 80 years. Cancer of the
Lung, therefore, like Coronary Thrombosis, is responsible {'or many dcaths
in middle-age, mnd it is difficult tc ignore the hypothesis or fact that the
inhalation of tobacco smoke owver 2 period of yecrs eventunlly stimulates
the growth of Cancer cells in the lungs, although thore may be counplemcntery
fastora such as vitiatced atmospheres or atmospheric pollution. Sinoce
1950, when Carcinoma of the Lung and Bronchus were separately classified by
the Registrar General, the number of deaths in successive years hns becn
3, 6, 6, 9, 8, 11, 10, 10, 12 and 20, and from these figures it is obvious
that the numbers are increasing year by year and that in 1959 the total
had virtually doubled the average of the previous five years. The
inhalation of tobacco =moke is nlso the couse of & considerable number
of cases of Bronchitis and Emphysema with coughing ond catarrh.

It iz undisputeble that smoking iz a forn of drug addiction and
responsible parents should exert all their influemce to prevent their
children from beginning this addietion which can lead to permonent domage
to the lungs, or later possibly to Lung Cancer.

The third highcst couse of deaths was DBronchitis, which werc meinly
amongst the elderly; of these there were 18 deaths. Although n
hereditary disposition is one of the chief factors in the morbidity of
Bronchitis, contributory causes are, as stated sbowe, the inhalation of
tobacco smoke and vitinted atmospheres.

The other causcs of death were heterogenecus and there wea no

exoeptionnl influsnce,

There were no deaths from the Infeotious Discescs, which no later
than twenty-five years apgo, would hnve been regorded as having been
inoredible. 5Since then, remarkable advinccs have been achieved in
medical science; for oxample, the introduction of the Sulpha drugs in
1936, and later of the Antibioties has revolutionised their troatoent; in
the ficld of prevention, the vordious immunisation proccdures have seen
the virtusl disappearance of the killer Diphtherin and in the more
immediate past, veccination against Poliomyslitiz and Whooping Cougzh
appeay to be having their desired effect.

Hotifiable Infoctious Discnses
¥enales

There was a small outbreck of Leasles, 57 cases having boen notified.
lieasles is primarily an endemic infection of schoolchildren and cutbreaks
oocur when a sufficicnt nmunber of susccptible childrun hos apgregated,
usually every second year. It is most infectious in the early ecatarrhal
phase, before the appearance of the tell=tale rnsh, when it is confused
by parents with the comuon cold, and who continue to send their children
off to school, where the wirus is rapidly disseminated in the close
contact of the class-rooms. It is therefere impracticable to prevent
ita spread.
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School=-ghildren carry the infeetion back to the'r pre-school brother
and sisters, and as the disesasc is most dangerous to Anfante, they s ]
be ° from infeotion for as lonz as possible. Serious complication
arc not common; thess are in order of frequenoy (1) Eroncho-pneumonis
(2) Otitie Mediz and (3) Bncephalitie or Myclo-Encephalitis.

Gamma globulin is aveilsble from the Fublic Health Leboratery, Prest
Hall, to provids passive immunity to an exposed susceptible child who may
be suffering from somc other illmess but in practice, it would seem that
is seldom required for this purposc.

Scarlet Fevox

Thirty-three oases of this infection were notified. These occ
sporadienlly throughout the Distriot during the year. The infection
in its mresent phase is mild, and the serious complioations of former
yeara, such as Oftitis Medis, Nephrotis and Endocarditis sre seldom mot
with today; it is known, however, that Type 12 of the Haemolytic
Streptococcus moy cause Acute Nephritis.

The mojority of nases cre treated at home, nsa shown by the fast 1
only five of the thirty-three cases wers admitted to the Infeetious Dise
Hospital, and those were ndmitted chiefly flor scecial domestic reasons to
prevent the spreed of the infeetion to other children in the family.

Erysipelas

Thres cases of this infeoction of the skin vere notificd. As the
oougal organism is the same as that of Secarlet Fever, cases are more
freguent when the lalter is prevelents In former yecars, Erysipelas,
Soarlet Pever, wna o scrious disense, nnd oaused many deaths, but the
introduction of speeific trestment by the Sulpha drmigs ond by the
Antibiotics has reduscd the mortality to practisally nil.

Whooping Cough

Only seven cases of this distressful children's infection were 2
notif'icd. Therc is sound reason for optimiam that proteotive vaccination
which is done in routine practicc at the Child Welfare Clinics and also
by th: family Proctitioncrs, is placing a barrier against outbreaks of &
disensc, and if so, another triumph of preventive medicine over a
sericus infiuction will have bscn accomplished.

Food Felsoning

Three cases of Food Foisoning werc notifieds The causal organism
vig, Claustridiun Welchii was isolated frompork which the patients, (thr
boys, aged 9, 11 end 15 years) hnd eaten. The pork had boen cooked

wrepped in foil in o gae oven on the 15th August, when part of it was
consumed by the parents and the three boys without any untoward consequel
The pork was then placed in an unventilated cupboard in a scullery faoix
south, during hot weathar. On the 17th August, in the sbsence of 3
mother, the boys preparcd a cold pork and vegetable meal at twleve noons §
At 4 pem., that is about four hours later, they all beonme ill with bevere

vomiting followed by diarrhoen and dehydration. They were immediately
admitted to the Infectious Diseases Hospital where, after approprinte
treatment, the vomiting ond diarrhoes censed after 4B hours, and they wel
discharged, fully recovercd, on the 21st August. The Gastro-enteritis be
presumably been caused by the toxin of the Cl. Welchii, which hnd not bets
destroyed in the process of cooking and which in the interim two days had

multiplied in the perk producing their toxin. No Cl. Welchii were
isoloated from the vomit or stools of the three boys.

Lysentery

Onc isoleted cnse of Sonne Dysentery was notified and there was
rc evidence to point to the source of infection. Sonne Dysentery is =
vrsually a mild illncss with some nausez or vomiting and moderate diarrhogs
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Many patients do not fleel suff'iciently ill to nocessitate consuliing their
Fractitioners, and in ccnseguence thers are many convaleacent oo chronie
carriers of the orgnniso. The washing of hande after tollet, particularly
in publie conveniences, and before meals is the best snfepuard agninst all
bowel infections.

Fuerperal ia

Six cases were notified, five having been from s locnl Hospital
and each received early specific treatment, without further complications.

Foliomyelitis

Ho cases of' this serious infectious disease were notified during tle
year, and it is probable that the wvaccination scheme, which began in 1956
and gained mopentum in 1957 when greater supplies of vaccine became
available, is slready placing a barrier sgainst outbresks of the disense.
The last notified case was in 1957. A later table gives the punber of
individuala vaccinated during the year. The scheme hag now been extended
to adults of forty years or under, and it iz hoped that these will come
forward in ¥oreasing numbers.

Zuberculosis

~ Only five new cases of Hespiratory Tuberculosis were notified, coupared
with eight in the previous year and the annual avercge of twenty in the
immediate post-war yeara. Thore has therefore been a progressive decline
in the notification rate particularly since 1950, and it is notewertly to
record that this decline is most noticenble in the adolescent age-pgroup,
which contained the highest nationnl notification rate prior to 1950.
Inproving environmental conditions such as the relicf of owvercrowding
and improving nutritional standards are cmongst the factors which have
augmented the power of resistance in complement with the B.C.G. scheme
through whish an inereasing number of 'school=leavers' arve being
vacoinated,. The reservoirs of infeotion are also falling os more and more

gases are ascertoined and treated end in this respect the Mass

Radiography Service is performing o valusble part.

There were three deaths, at the ages of 46,65 and €1 years. Modern
treatment has gnincd supremacy over this dizcase, if not too advanced and
the declining death-rate is o reflection of this.

It is also noteworthy to record that there were no new oases of
Non-Respiratory Tubereulosis. The fact that only Designated Milks By
now be gold in the srea is having a far-renching effect in the eradication
of Bovine Tuberculosis which hns in former yeors been the couse of
innunerable deaths or scvere deformity cnd dissblement, Apprecistionm
should be expressed to the Public Health Inspectors for their thorough
- dnspection of meat in inconvenient slaughter-houses which have for Yoars
been out-dated and out-moded.

In conclusion, I wish to take this opportunity of thanking
You for your intercst and support in the work of the Department and also
the staff for their competence and loyal co-operation.
I am,

Your obedient Servimt,

Jl HﬁRﬂHﬁLL “'BI, 'GhlBI,DtP}HI

Central Public Health Office,
aI-llllp Emh nﬂﬂ-ﬁ,
hhfﬂl‘d’ Hent,

Tel: No: Ashford 1485.
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CAUSES OF DEATH IN ASHFORD URBAN DISTRICT
DURTIG 1959
ALL CAUSES

13.
1he
15.
16,
17
18.
15.

214
22.

33
.
35.

Tuberculosis, respiratory
Tuberculosis, other

Syphilitic disease

Diphtheria

Whooping Cough

Meningococcal infections

Acute Poliomyeslitis

Measles

Other infective and parssitie diseases
Malignant neoplasm, stomach
Maligent neoplasm, lung, bronchus
Kalignant necoplasm, breast

Halignent neoplasm, uterus

Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms
Leukaenia, aleuksemia

Diabetes

Vascular lesions of nervous system
Coronary disease, angina
Hypertension with heart disease
Other heart discase

Other ciroulatory disease

Influenza

Pneumonia

Bronchitis

Other diseases of reapiratory system
Uleer of stomach and duocdenum
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea
Nephritis and nephrosis

Hyperplasia of prostate

Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion
Cengenital malfermations

Other defined and ill-defined diseases
Motor wehicle accidents

All other accidents

Suicide

Homicide and operations of war
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DOUNISATIGN AND VAGGINATION

Diphtheria Imounisation, Whooping Cough Immunisation
and Smallpox Vaccination figures for 1959

E:trhnf E; ?iphtheria_x i Smallpox |
I mmuni sation Voooination
Pr:uua::; | Reinforcing Frimary | Revaccination |
195 | 52 e 112 -
19568 ! 208 - L 142 o L
1957 || 3 ; 2 F
1956 3 - I =
1955 6 8 - e |
1954 3 425 2 g
1953 1 33 - -
1952 1 8 i 4
b ek o IR 2 1 1
19% : - - 5
1949 B 2 1 1
F19!43 2 1 1 2
1947 B 1 R : |
1946 | - - 1 2
EEr N - . 1 5
Before
1945 - 1 9 14
Total |F 32 182 276 30
! il I
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IDMMUNISATICN AGATHNST DIFHTHERIA, 1959

The following is a return of the number of children
under the age of 15 vears on 3ist Descember, 1959, who had
osompleted a course of lmmunisation at any time before that
date, (i.e. at any time since 1st January, 1945).

E
gleizigl2ia)al {RIARBRISIR| & ¢
] i} ] x| Ty (D I L | L5
o=t ] L e R el o I I R ol R I i R o o TI.E_',_

137 122| 32| 56 132|355|316] 305) 238 |320] 294 | 306 | 265) 261] 52 13,202

2ﬂ929035232ﬂ252 Iy 220119 - = =4 = -i‘I,LiE-?

= m w

POLIOMYELITIS VACCINATION, 1959

Ths following table gives (4) the number of second injections
and (B) the number of third injections given during the year
ended 3 st December, 1959

19! 68| 59] 721 56| 54 i 57| 75| 109i9 77 175 1 98 | 1427 | 140 | 2089]

i
102! 275} 348 (322] 336|332 }ﬂim 393 5?0!3?1 528!555 430143351 269 467 115 Em:'
uy, M ey 1 l uy i E & ﬁl
SHHEHE SR HEEEEEHE
i - 'I-!'I-F‘l- 1-:1-_1.—!’14 l-'lri-‘li'\l-‘llri = == 5= -+
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SECGTION E.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES

FOR THE DIETRICT

N

Laboratory Facilities

The Public Health Laboratory Service which i directed by the Medies
Research Council for the Ministry of Health is situsted in Preston Hall
British Legion Village, Maidstone, and provides valuable servicea on behal
of the Public Health Departments of District Councils. For exenple saggpl
of water, milk, ice cream and other food-stuffs are regularly exsmined,
in relation to Infectious Diseases their bacteriological reports are of
value. :

The local Genersl llospitals also have their own Laborstories, whicl
provide valuable services to the other local Hospitals, to the Consulta
and to the Proctitioners.

Ambulance and Hospital Car Service.

The County Council, being the Local Health Authority administers this
service throughout Kent, but in this Distriet, the St. John Ambulance I
Ashford Corps (which incidentally is the oldest Corps in the Country), &re
respinsible for the day to day execution of the service. There are five
Ambulances in operation, manned by ome Station Officer and nine full-tise
Driver/Attendants, and by a panel of 5t. John Volunteers, whose devotic
to duty merits high appreciation. There are also four Sitting-case C&
ambulant cases, which cope with approximately 90t of these cases. 4
ears, when necessary are provided by a panel of wolunteer private a :
who are re-imbursed on a mileage basis of payment. The service is adegue
for the needs of the Distrdiet and is operated very efficiently.

Ireatment Centres and Clinics

A1l Maternity and Child Welfare, Schocl and Dental Clinics are
administered by the County Council. o

The following Clinics are held in Ashford:-
(1) Station Road. This is the central and chief clinic and is contad

an 'ad hoe' building. The outlying clinics are complementary. Sessil
held on Tuesdays and Thursdays of each week from 2.0 pems

(1i) Women's Institute Hall, Church Rusd, North Willesborough

Sessions are held at 2.0 p.m. on alternate Fridays.

|
(4i4) Vomen's Institute Hall, Faversham Road, Kennington J

Sessions are held at 2.0 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Wedncsdays of each
monthe. 3

(iv) The Community Centre, Beaver Lane, South Ashford

Sessions are held ot 2.0 p.m. on 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednesdays of eash
month.

r——
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School Medical Seryice Clinics

The following olinicas of the Bchool Medical Service are held at the
main Station Road Clinie.

b} Opbthalmic Clinic

ﬁ Dental Clinie
[+]

dpeech Therapy CGlinic

(2) Orthopaedic Clinic

This elinic is held at Ashford Hospital, is adminictered by the
Regionel liospitols Board and appointments are made by the County Public
Health Departument on behelf of school-children. I is held on the 1st
Thursday of cach month ot 1.45 pems

Yenereal Diseascs Clinio

This clinie is held at Ashford Hospital on Wednesday 9 - 1 p.m.
and Fridays 2 = & peie

[= Glindic

This clinic ia held at jishford Hospital on Tueadays and Fridays
from 9,30 a.m.

Hospitals

a) Ashford Genersl - accommodation 137 beds
hg Willesborough General - sccommodation 137 beds
o) Infecticus Discases - actonzodation 40 beds
Ve H
There are no Privete lNursing Homes in the Urban District.
Wrs and Midwifery Servicea

The County Council also administers tocse services. On the local
staff, there are six full-time and three part-tise Home Furse/Midwives who
are engaged in Midwifery and Maternity Hursing and in the Home Hursing
of the sicks The standard of service given by the Nurses is exosllent
and there is ocomplete cc-operation between them and the Practitioners. The
majority of patientes nursed in their homes are clderly chronie sick,
many of whom are awaiting beds in Chronic Sick iHoapitals which are still
inadequate to cope with the waiting list.

The Maternity and Child Welfare Service

This service is also administered by the County Gouncil, There
are four Child Welfare Centres within the District, which are conveniently
situated for mothers, and the attendances are well meinteined. The
value of these Clinies is reflected in the gradually falling Infant Mortality
rate in the District. Every boby brought to the Clinie is regularly
exemined and weighed to ensure that no unsuspected defeots exlst and that
growth is normel snd vigorous. The ssle of essential foods and vitamin
complements at cost price is alse of walue to mothers. Inmunisation against
Diphtheria and Wheoping Cough and vaccination against Smallpox and
Poliomyelitis are alsoc aveilable at these clinica.

The Domestic Help Service, the Foamily Help Service, Evening and Hight
Attendont Scrvice ond the Child Care Service

(a) The Dorestic Help Service of the County Council has become o very
ispertant health service in the hbms and has repidly expanded within rooont
years. The service is aduinistercd peripherally by Area and Locsl
Domestic Help Organisers and the asscssment of income of the applicants

is done by the District Officers. In this Distriot there is an adequate
pool of Domestic Helps who are paid 3/3d. per hour end there is a sliding
scale of charges based on the fawmily income of the applicant, the maximum
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charge being 4/1d. per hour, and the minimum charge 5/- per week, which is
re=-imbursed by the Nationnl Assistancc Board in necessitous cases.

The majority of those who benefit from the scrvice are the aged and
infirm and chronic sick. BRegard, however, should be given to the fact
that many would degenerate into Chronic Sick Hospital cases, without this

—_—

e

sérvice, where maintenance costs would for exceed the cost of domestic help.
The service is also of great value to lying-in mothers and to those mnf-ha e, &

are discharged from Hospitnl following operetions, and others stfferin

risecellineons illnesses The service relicves mxiat}f rnd strege in fj- .

particulorly where therc e children under five years of' age and aids the
recovery of the mother from illnesa

{b) The Fawily Help Scrvice

Prior te the recent introduction of this service, it was necessary to
remove children, particularly those under five years of age, to expensive
Children's Institutions from families in which the mother was absent from
home through severe illness, death, estrangement, desertion or separation
or other cause. The service is designed to provide halp and cere for tha
children whilst the father is at work and the Family Help may be requimﬂ

to reside in the home. The maximum period of help is for three months, durj

which period the father is expected to malke pcmununt- arrangements for the

care of his children. This iz a valuable service and although there is !

a small number of families who require this help, expensive institutional
maintenanee, particularly where there is a large number of chilfiren in ome
family, is obviated.

(c¢) Evening Attendant Service

This service is designed to provide help to old people living alone but

who do not require more help than half to one hour's attentions before

retiring for the night. The number of old people who require this service

is, however, not considerable.

(d) lNight Attendant Service

This service provides for people of nll agea who are seriously ill an
live alone. The helpers usually go at 10 p.ms and stay until 7 a«me thu

following morning, and attend each night, ineluding Sunday, until the patient

recovers or dies or is removed to hospital. Assistance is also sl.wn Por

several nights to relatives who are unable to atay every night throughout.

This service haes proved to be of great walue to old people living alnna,
most of whom have strong nostilgic attachments to their homes.

{(e) Child Care Service

This domestio help scrvice was introduced by the County Council to h

the so-called Problem Families, the objectives being threefold: to raise i

standard of living of these families, to improve the standard of Child Care

and to prevent the break-up of the family. 4

SECTION C.

SANTTARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Hater Supply

The water supply within the Urban District is provided by two under-
takings, viz. by ashford Urban District Council and by the Mid-Fent Water
Company. The Council are the undertakers supplying water for Central and
South Ashford and North and South Willesboroush., The I'id-Kent Water
Company supplics Kenmnington and the Sandyhurst Lane area.




—

- 16 -

Aehford Urban District Council Undertakings

Supplies are obtained from the following four sourses:-—

(1) Westmell

By the end of the year there were remadning in service two gravel-
sereen bore-holes, each with punping plant installed eapable of extracting

10,000 gallens per hour from cach bore-hole. (It had been found necessary

to discontinue using two of' the bores and pumps were witmh'ﬂ.wn}. &
sof$ening plant (Clerk's Process) is in operation here. The water is
punmped by an electrically-driven punp to a covered reservoir (Capacity
1,000,000 gallons) at Potter's Corner, from where it enters the supply
network: Towards the end of the year therc was reduced extrastion from
the scurce.

(ii) Hemmwood

This supply comes from four wells with interconnecting adits
approximetely LO feet deep, From the electrically driven pumps (wsth
stand-by steam plant) the water is pumped into the supply network and the
surplus iz diverted into the reservoir at Potter's Corner. The rote of
extraction from this source also fell towards the end of the year with
the trunk main from Godmersham (referred to belr:rw] gcoming into operation.

(1i4) Hinxnhill

This water came from a borchole approximately 200 feet decp, being
raised by compressed air into a storage adit. It was then pumped by
reoiprocating centrifugal punps to a covered reservoir at Broomfields
(100,000 gallons) from where it entered the supply netwerk for the whole
of North and South Willesborough. This socurce was closed down during the
dutumn and the Rescrvoir disconnected.

The waters from these sources are all chlorinated at source, as an
additional measure of sefety, though the untreated waters have in successive
years been of excellent bacteriological and chemical guality.

(iv) Godmersham (Bulk Supply)

With the completion of a 15" trunk main for bulk supply into town
distribution asystem from the Mid-Kent Water Company's source at Godmershanm
the Hinxhill source and Broomfields Reservoir were discontinued in fugust,

The Godmersham source is described below under Mid-Hent Water Company.
At the end of the year 6,000,000 ganllons of water daily were being taken
from this supply.

Sanples

By arrangement with the Tublic Health Laboratory Serviec samples for
bacteriological exemination are taken from the sources, rescrvoirs and
points of the distribution network at the rate of eight cach month from
the Ashford Urban Distriet Council's own supplies and one from the Mid-Hent
Water Company's supply network in the district. Sanples for chemical
analysis are also taken before and after treatment from the three sourccs at
quarterly intervals. The Mid-Kent Water Company take three samples
monthly from the sources of their supplics to the district.



Exemination of Samples taken dur Year

- YT -

Bacteriological Exaning

Statutory AUDG o7 %. B T 5 T
Suppl;r_.r 'EII- Rs 5? K. ? R«
Undertakinga: Mid-Kent
/5. 36 36 -
Frivate
Sourtes piped
to dwellings Nil Nil Nil
Other private
Sources Hil Nil Nil Nil Nil

Mo, of | Satis- | Not Sat-
Sanples | factory | isfactory

2

(T« = Treated. R. = Raw)

The slishtly unsatisfactory SaBples derived from Henwood Pumpi ng
Station source were similar to those obtained in recent years and the
development of the town is thought to be prejudicing its quality. y
alternaotive supply from Codnershap iz therefore additionally welcomes
Treated water going to supply has romained wholesome and safes

There are four houses in Beaver Lane and one in Blackwall Road
kmown not to be connected to the public supply maina. 8,995 houses |
connected to the public mains.

The Mid Kent Watcer Company

(i) Barham

This water is taken from the chalk, the well being about 200 fee
It iz pumped to Hastingleiph reservoir (nnp&city 500 , 000 gallms}
where it reaches the Kennington supply network. L

This water is obtained from the grecnsand and the borings are
approxinately 160 feet deep. It is pumped to Pairbourne and Charing
Reservoirs (capacity 1,000,000 and 283,500 gallons respectively). |

(i1) Charing ‘
|
reservoirs afford a subsidiary or auwxiliary supply to Kemington. |

(iii) CGodmersham

The water source is from two 24" borings into the chalk (each 2C
deep, with an authorised extraction of up to 3 million gallons per d
water is pumped to Kemnington supply network and the trunk main conne
the Ashford supply. It also serves Batchelor's Foods Factory water f
(100,000 gallons capafity) and some water is boosted to the Hastir
reservoir. A nillion gallon covered service reservoir on the dowms i
Godmersham is a balance reservoir and supplied by gravity when the Go
Station is shut down.

Drainage and Seweragze

There were normal extensions of the existing system to serve
development. At the Disposal Works two additiaml sludge legoons
installed and consequent upon widespread offensive adours from the |
experiments with deodorants were conducted and & measure of relief
afforded. Hew sewnge works are being designed by Consulting Engineel
present works arc overloaded.

Total number of inhabited houses (including Flaota)is ... 9,000
Total number of houses connected to the sewers wnn
Bumber of houses not conmected to the sewers saa
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k3. Baths

The Swimming Bath water, s chlorinated by a breck-point chlorinator
and there is also an electric suction sweeper for cleansing the basin
of the bath. The size of the bath iz 100 x 25 yards, and its capaclcy
600,000 gallens. Twenty samples of the water sent for bactericlogical
examination were satisfactory in each ense.

Disinfection

The incidence of disinfection after infectious discase dropped to two
only. Thease followed the removal of tubereculous persons in an infectious
stote.

Eradication of Vermin

The number of houses found to be infoated with vermin wos as follows: -

¥ [ : "_!'
! Bugs | Fleas | Cockroaches |
i |
{  Council Houses - E 5 ‘ 2 |
]{ Other Houses 1 | =y 1 |

| |
I— - — e e L e L)

The tovmn cnn noew be said o be wirtually cleor of bug infestations,
and in spite of a worn sumer the incldence of fles infestations woro
lower than ever., Lindanc smoke gencrators have been found to be wery
efficacious and cheap in cleaning up flea infestations. Cowmplaints of
nuisance from insoct pests refer morc often to insects such as anks
(23 house infestations denlt with) and in particular this year wasps.

A record number (226) nests were dealt with. A heavy infestation of a
school with red mite was successfully dealt with - employing melathian.

The nrrangements with the Hespitel Authority whereby an infestation
gervice is provided for the leocal General Hospitals and the Isolation
Hospdtal were continued and operated antisfrctorily.

During the Easter and Whitsun Holidnys seleoted parts of nine school
ldtehen buildinge in the distriet were spraycd to afford a persisting
fly control.

Flies

The incidence of flies started unusually early, and during April
was especially bad at the Council's refuse dump at Beaver Lane where in
spite of regular and repented applications of insecticidal dusts at the
dump (later extending to treatment of houses in the adjoining estate)
the nuisance became severe in the nbsence of adequate proper covering
materials on the tip face. The tip was finally sabandoned and covered
with soil at the beginning of June.

In addition to fly breeding on the tip itself, the unsatisfnotory
noture and condition of many of the house rofuse storage arrengeoents
afforded widespread opportunity. The Council accordingly resolved to
provide sanitary dustbins where necessary and charge an annugl hire fee.
Systematically, street by street, dustbins have been inspected. By the
end of the year socme 380 were notified to ratepayers as defective and the
Council hag to install bins in default in 153 instonces: The task
continucs.

Hats ond Mjce Destruction

Instances where rodent control work was carricd cut are detailed below.
Domestic premiscs receive & froe serviee. All infestations were of a minor
character.




RATS MICE
lo. of Hos of No. of Nos of
Infestat- | Visits Infestat- Visits
ions ions
Domestio 114 i 382 L3 114
Busincse . 9 12 26 3
Agricultural A 11 - -
Couneil
(Hon-domestic) g L2 2 12
1
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I think it is fair comment to sny now that the overal nupbers of
has fallen, that the public no longer regard them as inevitable and |
us by immediately reporting the presence of rodents.

Routine control of rats in the towns sewerage system was exercd
It is hoped that by the use of preservative in sewer baits and nw '_
techniques that over a peried the light residual infestationz will b
eliminated from the older portion of the sewerage system (where 'j'
iz diffieulty of access). Suscessful sontrol has been exercised of
the Gouncil's refuse tips at Broomfield Rond (until abandoned) and &
Chilmingbon.

Clean Air Act

During the year notifications of the installation of five furne
were received. Good co-operation, without recourse to legal procee
has been forthooming in implementing the Act. During the Autumn a
mrubbing plant of the latest design wos installed in an attempt

a growing nuisance from the cupulas of a loonl foundry. This haa
partly successfuls The grit and dust nuisance hes definitely
diminished, but owing to local topography a substential nuisance
fumes arises when the wind is in certsin guarters and no reasona
to this hns been founds Chimmeys attached to the diesel generator:
SEE Boord Electricity Sub=Station were extended in an attempt to am
nuisence from exhaust fusea.

Analysis of Public Heanlth Inspectors Visits

Inspoctions
fousing

Dwﬂlliﬂsﬁ e mpﬂirﬁ ew sw e w 3?2
lumber of ﬂmlliﬁ-ﬂa pades 4t .i» saw TE 155
Dwellings re Demclition and Closing Orders... L5
Clearance areas sew snae ww

General Survey and Assessment ..o sse  ens 1388
Izprovement Grants ses  avs  ews 103
Gwmmﬁiﬂ,g, m}' naw waw waw 3
Hnuaj.ng, &dﬁquﬂ.ﬂy of o e o ?3‘
E‘U.ﬂtbiﬂﬂ [N [N ] LR N1

Drﬂilmﬁ& e “ww L E
'ﬂ'a,tar Euppla-" LN ] BEE Ea %h'
Certificates of Disre p-n.t:r an aew Ty 21
Certificates as to Remedying of Defcots ... 7

Food

Bakehouses san rew e m
Butchers ses T e 92
Catering establichments and clubs  sve  see 7
Dairies e w LR CEns m




Inspections (Contd.,

Food
Fish (incl. fried) T Sl i S L
Licensed premises e wew e 16
Blﬂught&r‘i‘nuﬂ#& LN § LN = E 629
Stalls, itinerant vendors end delivery vans ey
£11 other food premises St A L e e

Registered premises under Sec.16 included
.ui Ehoira L E R * 1 2\"5‘
Food Foisoning enguiries T T D &

Factories and Chops

Fﬂmeﬂ- 'Hith PQ"HEI' LI | LEN | LN ] 62
(Notices served) S . |
Factories non=power bum smm e 11
{Hﬂtiﬂﬂﬂ BEJI'W'&} waw waw LR 2
Workplaces sss  sma  sas 6
Shops Act awe aw e e 10
General

Rﬂ-t-ﬂ ﬂﬂd IIiBE: Matwnt—iﬂn &8 e R e w 1{}2
Other vermin e o raw 152
Dirty houses e i an L0
Offensive accumulations i e sus 28
mﬂﬂim nﬂ.ﬂ“rﬂ- - Eoa ') :I'Ei
Nuisances from keeping animals cee  sus sne LB
Tﬂnt-ﬂ-, ¥ans and EhEaS - TR - ww }1
Aged and infirm persona Sl AL (4
Fireguards (Heating appliances) san  wes b
Nodse R e s B
Iﬂfﬂﬂtiﬂuﬂ Diﬂ-ﬂ-ﬂ.s& &nqlﬂ_r'iﬂs LN LN LR ) 11
Smoke abatenentc - oboervationSise ses  ses 33
vigits Seuinien Dol 26

Fiscellaneous - wad s 135

Improvements and Repairs Effected

i. Hepairs
(a) External
Chimney stacks PUE i e LD
Ma E & & & L 56
G“t‘t\!rﬂ -E.I'Iﬂ. .fall Pipﬂﬂ LN ] LN LI ) 59
Brickwork, pointing and rendering ene  waa 17
Windows ':inﬂll- Wrﬂﬂ} aww see wew {0
Dl:Iﬂr':E TR ] TR ] e 2}
Decorations s sre s 11
uuth‘uildjn.ga - .. L - e E
Yard m&ﬂiﬂg Y i o 14
(b) Internsl
Flasterwork {“ﬂllﬂ- and Uﬁﬂi‘ﬂﬂﬂ} wee sea “ea M
Doors and cupboards wam  mas wee 7
Fireplaces and stoves = 19
Etnircascs e w e aae 45

Floors (inoluding under-floor wentilation) ... 37
Miscollaneous Mgk ala R 16
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ii. Dampness Remedied

-i‘fﬂllﬁ - LN -
FlDﬂl'ﬂ- aw waw i

iii. Foodstors

¥ade sotisfactory s waa uw

Frovided www ww -
iv. Hater Suoply

Leaks repaired saw smE o ommE

P:I'.ping ronewod R (R Ew

Sinks renewed sas e mmw

Drainers renewsd or provided ses  mwe . e

¥. loter L'Ilﬂﬁﬂg

Rﬂpﬂimd @ -ww o
HGH mvidﬁd- LI LI LR

wi. Ventilation

Improved sas sae wwe
vii. hatural Lighting
Inproved ses sse was
viii. Drainage
Drains renewed or rocpaired sae  wes mas
Drains cleared ses aws sss
ix. Stability Remedied sea | sen OFEm
FACTORIES ACTS, 1937

1. Inspections for purposes of provision as to health

Number Inspec- | Written
on Reg- |tions Notices
igber
i) Factories in which Sections 1,
2,3, and 6, are to be enforced
by Local Authority 22 11 14
ii) Pactories not included in (i)
which Seetion 7 is enforced by
the Local Authority 132 62 2
iii) Other premises in which Section
7 is enforced by the Local
Authority (excluding sut-workers
pmﬁﬂen{ 2 ] =
!-I—I--J-—I-
Total | 154 73 P16
L T I T T L e e e L T - -




24 Casez in which defects wers found

e

%g:- Woolrends Estate

Osborme Road Estate
;B} 2 bedroom type
b} 3 i

0

Eﬂbadrm
b 3 A

(44) New Fermanent houscs:-

Aylesford Groen Estate

(1) Prefabricated temporary bungnlows

(a) 2

3

h. 1 (1]

2 " mpisonettes (Court Wurtin)
e} 2 " type (Court Wuctin)

1939

1 | = T e T |

1

4 '
E [ ; Referred
i To H.M. By H.K. No. of
Particulars Found | Remedied Inspector] Insposctor | cases in which
| i Proscoutions
i woro
i Inatituted
¢ ¢ sisationes (8.1) 3 3 5 Z =
.I' HANE E‘E = - - - =
wable Temperature (8.3) 1 1 - 1 =
ate Ventilaiion (5.4) - | - - =
ective drainnge of floors |
¥ {slﬁ} - = ! - - -
hr,r Convenience
dnsufficient - - - - e
‘Ab) unsuitable or defectiva; 11 11 - = =
Le) not seperate for sexes = - - - -
er uﬂmn cgninst the bot
i. including offences i
relating to ou 1 5 3 - 2 ; -
’r !
Total | 18 - 3 =
SECTION _D.
- 4
HOUSING .

The numbexr of dwellings completed during the yeor was as follows:-

- {95

elusive

1L,

1
21



{ii1)

(iv)

i A

Beaver Green Estate

En‘l 2 bedroom type
h:' } " n

Burton Estate

EE:}E'—'cdrunmtﬂ:E
b) 3L

Ropton Ex' ute

Flats

Crof't Load

b) 2 bedroom type
{e¢) 1 bedrowa type
Husprove Estate

{ai Gregory Flats

Ea} Bed-gitting room type

b) Bed-sitting room type
¢) 2 bedroom Ensifeorm type

Woolreads Estate

E Bed-gitting room type

b) 2 bedroom type .
(c) 1 " L {Court Wuartin)
( o 1} " M "

Osborne Road Estate

(2) 3 bedroom type

Godfrey Walk

(a) Bed=sitting room type
Eh 1 bedroom type
G

2 bedroom type
Beaver Green Estate

(2) Gregory Flats

Aylesford Green Estote

{2) 2 bedroom type
{b} 1 [ "

Enst Stour Farnm

01d Feople's Bungalows
(a) Burton Sstate
(b) Beaver Green Est:

(¢) Woolreeds Estate (Court Wurtin)
2 bodroom type

B

B

12
12

U == L

B e s T

f e
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(4) Gladstone snd lead Roads 1922 11::.::1;5-%
1 bedroom type 2 2

Totel number of units provided by the Council 88 1,646

Number provided by private enterprise 130 g9z

Analysis of Applications for Council houses registered to 20=-E - Eﬁﬂ
= inadeguate uged

Childless couples &8
One child families &5
Two/Three child families e
Four or more child fapilies & 224
Liwing in - ely housed
Childless couples 75
Cne child familiss 88
€ child families L9
Four cf more child families 9 221

leewhere, working in Ashford - inadeguately housed

Childless couples 12
One child families a8
Two/Three child families 12
Four or more child fumilies 2 34
Living elsewhere, working in Ashford = adequately housed
Childless couples b
One child families 20
child families 53
Four cor more child families 7 1L
Applicants for bed-gitting rooe flata of whonm 19 are
householders i 27
Applicants for old peoples dwellings of whom 70 are
householders S a8
Total 715

81 ArAnGe

The slum clearance programme prooceded with the results set out in
the table given below but with a decreasing momentum towards the cnd of
the year as less houses for rehousing purposes became available. Houses
end parts of houses dealt with since the programue got under way total 56.

Housea Displaced durin ar 3
(Housing Act 1957) Demolished| Fersons | Families
 Houses unfit for human habitation Nil Nil Nil
- Houses included by reason of bad
i Hil Nil Wil
ses on land acquired under
Sect.43(2) Housing Aet, 1957 Bil L il
b in Clearance Arens
il A8 a result of formal or informal
procedure under Seetion 17(1) Housing 3 Nil Nil
s 1957. ]
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B, Unfit Heouses Cloged

{5) Under Sec. 16(4), 17(1) and 35(1)
Housing Act, 1957

(6) Under Sec. 17(3) and 26 Housing
Act, 1957

(7) Parts of buildings closed under
Sec. 18, Housing Act, 1957

s

T
e e e tete A

| Displaced during yenr

Fersons | Families
29
3

A survey of the housing accupmodation in the area was put in hand

the first of its type to be carried out in the district, reliasnce I
been placed postwar on sample survey of known sub-standard properti
A start was made with the town centre area as this would be of value
also to those concurrently considering the replanning of it. Some

dwelling houses and flats were dealt with in this area.

intcnsive rather than detailed, and was directed primarily to ;}1&0

houses into one of the fullnning cotegorics.

'4i' = Blums - Houses under consideration for action within five

'B' ~ Near "ripe' - Houses for which on account of the ﬂﬂnﬂitiﬂn
structure or repair a life of upwards of 15 years would be be 2 :

l:anrl would not warrant mprwemnt].

*C' - Sub-stendard - Substandard houses, with a probable life bf 15 y
which would not easily be included in slum oclearance fmapt

"round off' an area).

The E'

'D' - Good - Basically sound houses (including houses substandard in
apenities only but eapsble and worthwhile of bringing up to a modern

standard).

The town centre dwellings categorized as above show 'A' propertie
'B' properties, 'C' properties, 'D' properties.

The survey is being extended to other ports of the towm and it

is hoped thet it will be possible next year to take a long term view of
housing conditions in the district.

Improvement of Howses

Close co-operation is meintained with the Surveyor's Depart
connection with the improvement and conversion of dwellings and
work involved 103 wisits, of discussions with owners and acheduling
of defects. From the figures given below, supplied by the Survey
would appesar that something like half the persons contemplating is

to properties do in faect proceed with them.

Diserctionary Grants

lio:. of applications for grant
Nos of applications approved
Amount of Grant paid

Standard Grants

No. of npplications made
Nos of applications approved
Amount of Grant paid

Conversions

Nos of applications submitted

lic. of applications approved
Anount of Grant paid

B
LN

LR

CRCN
CRCR

LRUR

W
*w i

LR

I
37
£5,968

12
£511

Mil
HENE
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& feature of ths Survey referred to in the proceding paragraph bas
been to highlight an extensive need for oodernizetion in the "C' and 'D!
categery houses referred to. These may be said to approximate to the
(minimal) fitness for 'Standard' and for full 'Discretionary’ Grants
respectively.

The systen of Btandord Gronta ias weloomed and it is hoped that the
minimnl atondord of fitness for human habitation of 2 house will be
improved soon and that the standard amenities will be o pert of it.

Rent Aok, 1957

There was s further steep fall in the number of applications pade for
Certificates of Disrepair. As a result of seven applications received
undertakings were received from Landlords in all but one instance when o
Certificate was issusd. One tenant and two owmers also applied for
Certifinates as to the Remedying of Defects, which were granted.

SECTION E.
Milk ]
There are twenty-four registered distributors of milk and eleven dairies

registered with the local authority. Liccnees to dealers in designated
milka are issued as follow:-

signat Denlers Supplementary
Licences Licences
Tuberculin Tested 12 3
Posteurised 12 L
Sterilised 20 2
Dairies are inspocted to ensure that the standards prescribed by the

Milk and Dairies Regulstions, 1949 ore maintmincd, Somples of milk,
in course of delivery, are taken regularly. Now that designated milks
only are sold in the area routine biological sampling has been discontinucd.

During the year, the following samples were token for examination in
accordance with the tests prescribed by the Milk and Dairies (Specinl
Designations) Regulations.

Satisfactory Unsatisfaclory
Tuberculin Tested S0 1 -
Steriliged aa = =
P&Bﬁﬂlﬂ"‘iﬂ-ﬁﬂ- &8 W ha T
_I_o_g Croom

Sampling was again mainly concentrated on sales of loose ice cream.
The results showed continued improvement:-

Ice Cream Grade 1 | Grade 2 |Grade 3 |Grade 4 | Totals
Samples of 'locse’ 16 15 3 1 35
Samples wrapped 6 1 1 1 9

Total 29 16 L 2 36

One catering establishment locally produccs ice oream by the complote
oold mix process and retails it 'loosc'. Some 93 premises nre now
registered for the sale of ice creams Compliance with the Food Hygiens




- 27 -

Regulations is first necessary. Fractioally all ice oream sold from
registercd premisecs is z0ld pre-pocked.

The view is tnken thnt generally advice and help, rather than a ta
of prosecuticnsa cre the best means of achieving the cleanly and safe
handling of foods [roccedings were taken however in the oase of an itine;
(loose) ice oream van against vhe person scrving for failing to keep o sore
on a finger covered, and to keep servers clesn. Fines were imposed but
was perplexing thet ambiguities in the Regulations led to charpes being {
struck cut relating to failure to maintain a supply of hot water and clean
towels for securing perscnal eleanliness.

Meat and Other Foods

Unsound Food Surrendcred

1be.

Sau BRges -aw § Dried Fruit R
Til‘lneli Hilk LR :' Hm LR
v&g&t-‘lbl&a (R 26‘91? BI‘HI'D L R
SUU-P e 13? Tﬂ'l].guﬁ vew
Fruit waw 11?&-‘3 Gorned Beef “aw
Pudding o 15 Kidney e
Tomatoes i 24,5 Veal Loaf or Beef ...

cste e % Stawed Stenk aen
Fish Cakes waw 2 Lunoheon bicat nae
Etrﬂiﬂﬁd Poods paw E Fiah LR
cemﬂ.l o 1 Cheese LILE
Chicken A j‘? . Fork i
Hiscellanecus v s o am ven
Baoon e 731 Rabbit wie
Figs i 15 Fruit Juice saw
Mincemeat i 1% Gnglish Collars  see
Sugar i 70 Mutton “es
Fruit Cake e 450 Lamb Chops waw
Farina Ffal 13-% Pigs lLivers “ee
Beef R Ol Rice LEE

Total weight condemned: 2 tons 8 cwts. 1 gqr. 65 lba.

Reject mest from the slaughterhouse, unfit bacon and butchers meat
iz slashed and sonked with preen aniline dye af'ter which it is removed
for the menufacture of by-products in nnother part of the country. 0
foodstuffs, comprising mainly unsound timned foods are disposed of by
dumping under refuse ot the Council's refuse dump.

Ashi'ord has become a very important provisicna distribution centn fo
tihe South East. This accounts for the rether high figure of certein
unsound foods appearing in the preceding table.

All poultry is regularly inspected at the local market auctions,
normally held twice weekly. During the year the following were rejected
as unfit for food:= 49 Turkeys and 112 Chickon.

Food Hygiene

Routine inspection of food premises are very necessary and more of
this work should be dome. The following liast indicates improvements affe
on food premises by informal notification to occupiers.

Wounde exposed, warnings given srene 1
Smoking, warnings given seaes '
Clothes storage; mode satisfactory seses L
First Mﬂ’- outfits vaiﬂﬂﬂ saaaE 10
Hand washing labels, provided sisvns 20
Hand washing facilities improved serss 7
?Ia.!hing up foaollitice imprmrﬂﬂ. sases 3
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| Cleanliness, generally improved srase 1"
' Wall, fleor and ceiling finishes improved 7
Liﬂ'.l-tiﬂg nade ﬂﬂﬂquﬂ-ta (RN 1
Preparation tops made hygienic sesae &
Ventilation improved T 2
Equipment, cleanliness mpde satisfactory L
Exposed food, protection improved seses 16
Temperature control of foods, warnings 1
otorape of food improved e 2
Storspge wrapping paper and empties improved 2
Miscellaneous improvements saans 20

There arc some thirty premises registered for the manufacture of
mest products (mainly anuﬂa.gea:l.

Whilst the conseguences of ony lapse on the part of food tradera
might have wideaproad ill effects, the part the housewife has to ploy is
eritieal in individual cases. By her cholce of trader it is in her
bands to put o stop directly to bad handling of food and by her earc of
food in the home to ensure that only food in a wholesoms stote reasches the
family table. The instonoe of food peisoning referred to earlier in the
report arose beosuse meat after cooldng wos stored ot home for several
days during hot wenther oin an wnventilated eupbomyd prdor to consunption.

Carcascs of Offal inspected and condemned in whole or in part

| Cattle | Sheep
IBxcluding |Cows | Cnlwves pnd Figs |Horses
i Cowa l Lambs
mber killed | 508 192 | 39 (3,865 |4,799| -
wber inspected 508 192 | 39 |3,865 |uh,799| -
1 diseases except tuberculosis
d _cysticerci 3 ;
ole coronses condemned Ag) 2 1 3 25 11 -
roases of which some pert o
rgan wes condenned 177 70 2 E50 297 -

. centage of the number insp- |
pted affected with disease othcr
gat tuberculosis and cysticcroi| 35.24% |[36.98 | 12.82 | 17.46 Gali2| =

o w1 S On

T
Al

ple coarcascs condemned - - - - 1 -

reases of whioh some port or
wos condemncd 3 - = = 99 -

recntage of the nunber inspec-
d affected with tubcroulosis 0. 59 - - = 2. 08 -

_..‘_1; =

ircascs of which some part or - - - - - -
Bon. WS condemned

feascs submitted to treatoent
refrigeration 2 1 - - - -

leralised and totally condemncd - e S e = =

Lumbsr of Slaughter-houses in use

TR A e e O s ——

Ptughter-houses/Abattoirs in Private Bacon Fnackers"
eration owned or leascd by Sla Factorics | Yards
eel Authority Liccnsed

lione 2

COperating

2 lione Nono







