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ASHFORD _ URBAN __ DISTRICT _ COUNCIL,  ENT

snnual Reports of the lledical Officer of Heelth and Senior
Public Health Inspector for the Year 195

ro Chairman and Councillors,

L
F
I.
|

I have the honour to present to you my lnnual Report for the year 1958,

!

LT Iun

lhe Jegistrer General's estimate of the mid-year Home Fopulation was
= an increase of 170 over that of the previcus year.

T n.'mﬂ.Rua

number of live=births was 412 l:.E'Iﬁ. Me, 198 F.) = a substantial increase

-wor that of the previocus year, and the crude birth-rate was accordingly
after ndjustment by the Registrar Generszl's Compersbility Factor, which

p_‘;l:hu! from a population standardised for age and sex distribution and allows

son with the mtes of other Districts, the rate becones 15.97 and

ates to that of 16.4 for England and Wales.

: and Hate

nubar of stillbirths was & (3 M, 3 F) and the stillbirth rate was
o] 1!4..}5 which was lower than thet of 21.& for England and Wales.

infant deaths were registered, two of which were under four weeks of
s And the infantile mortality rate was 9.7 which compares very favourably with
t of 22,5 for England and Wirles.

The causes of death were as follow:=

(1) Mongolism
Cerebral Intraventricular Haemorrhage

"._ Pulmonary Valve itresia
L) Fulminating Streptococenl Septicacnia

for the prevention of stillbirths, with which neo-natal infant deaths are
related, careful ante-natal supervision and obstetric skill are essential.

Deaths and Mortality Bate

i rake wos nil, as there was no death from pregnancy, childbirth or
There has been no moternal death in the Urban Distrief for eleven
‘mhich in general terms, iz an index of the high standard of nidwifery

Deaths and Death Rate

The total number of deaths from all causes wzs 316 (168 M., 148 F.), and the
gath rate wos accordingly 12.01; after adjustment by the Registrar General's
bility Factor, as for birtha, the rate becomes 11.29 - slightly lower than
i of 11.7 for Bngland and Wales.

would be expected, the chief cause of deaths was Heart and Circulatory
and Vascular Itiseases of the Nervous System, for these are the nntural
te causes of death smomgst the ogede There were 179 of these deaths.
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Of these, dicease of the Coronary srtery of the leart caused 52 deaths,
whose ages at death ranged from 47 to 89 years. Four of the deaths were under
50 yeaps of age, 7 under &0 years, cnd 9 under 70 years. The primary cause is
still obscure, but it has been postulated that prolonged mental stress and/for
excessive fat inteke and/or excessive smoking usy be important contributery
oauses, Thirty-nine of the deaths were in males in contrast to 13 in womed,
arstioof 3 M. to 1 F,

There is evidence that Ltheromna of the Coronary LArtery is also causing an
incrensing number of desths, ns demonstratoed by post-mortem examinations.

As nlso expected, Cancer caused the sccond highest number of deaths, i.e.
53, excluding the four deatha from Leukasmic.

Cancer of the lung or bronchus coused 12 deaths; 11 of those were male
deaths in contrest to 1 fomnle. The ratio of deaths is always much higher in
males, many more of whom smoke cigarettes than women and 2lso more excessively.
hlthough these figures are small for any statistical econclusion, it would appear
that smoldng is a contributory, if not e primery cause. Since 1950, when Cancel
of the Lung wns separately classified by the Registrar General the number of
deaths in successive years has been 3, 6, 6, 9, 8, 11, 10, 10 and 12. The
nges of death of those who died in 1958 ranged from 54 to 82 years - one was
aged 60 years and five were under 70 years.

On the other hand, Cancer of the Breast coused seven deaths. From the
point of view of diapgnosis mnd treatment, the bresst is cme of the most |
superficial sites of the body, but as with all forms of Cancer, procrastinationk
patients, many of whom are senile, conconmitant with the insidious nature of the
disecse, is the commonest factor nssocinted with late disgnosis. Early diagnos
is the key to the success of treatment.

Bronchitis was the third highest ccuse of desth. Most of those were smongs
the elderly. Apart from a hereditery pre-disposition to this disease,
sccupational environment is an important fastor, bub much research is still
required in the fields of prevention and treatment.

The Pneumoniaa coused the fourth highest number of deaths. The majerity of
those were amcngst the elderly, who do not respond actively to treatment and in
whon Jlypostatic FPreunonia is wsually & concomitant complication.

The other couses of deeth were miscellanecus and there wos no exceptional
mortality.

Infectious Disense

There wos ne death due to the Infectious Diseases endemic in this Country,
and the Urban District was free from any of the more serious inflections. i

Soarlet Fever

Twenty-four sporadic cases of this inflection were notified. The disease
in its present phnse is mild, and patients are usually treated at home, unleas
complications arise, or social circumstences are undesirable.

There is evidence that the types of haemolytic streptococci which eause
sore-throat, with or witheout exudate, but without the appearance of a resh, are
beooming more prevalent nnd that fewke Nephritis with Albuminurdia may be an
cooasional complication.

Whoo Gou

Only ten cases of this distressing illness in children were notified.
lodern vaccines for protection are available et the Child Welfare Centres, ond
from the family Doctor, snd although it is rother premature to assess their effenl
it would appeer that o barrier sgoinst outbresks of the disesse is olready being
erented.
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Broncho-pneumonia and Atalectasis (Collapse of the Lung) are the most
dangerous complications, particulcrly in infants, who should be shiclded from
infection for this reason; fortunately these complications do not ccour
frequently, i.c. approximately in less than 0.17% of children.

LR

There was no ocutbreak of this infection during the year, only eight casecs
ing been notified.

Outbreaks commonly ococur every second wear or when a sufficient number of
aptible children hos nocupuloted.

Ase with Whooping Cough, Broncho-pmeumonin, when the lungs arc inveded by
econdary bacteris, is the most dongerous complieation, but it also dees not ceccur
requently. Otitis Media is nlso an cecasional complication.

Gma globulin for passive immunity is avoileble from the Publie Heelth
gtory, Preston Holl, ond iz oceasionally used to protect children who have
u:l:puaed to the infestion and who are suffering from ancther illness.

onne Lysentery

Omly one cnse of this dissaze wos notified. This disease in the majority of
aEes is mild, causing diarrhees for scvernl deys with or without blood and mucus dn
lie stools. Meny potients do not consult their fapily Doctor, and in consegquence
jare is & reservoir of convelsecent or Chrondc carriers, who from time to time

juse outbreaks, most commonly in schoolss The best defence cgrinst the disease

B sinply the washing of hands after toilet ond before meals.

b o e AL

Six oascs of this inflection of the sldn by haemolytic strepteococci wers
tified. This was a very serious disesse with a relatively high mortality,
fore the introduction of the Sulphonsmides and jntibiotics, which have been
pepifie for trectument, snd deoths ars in conseguence NowW Iroarc.

'.j-wl w kL] il
Pour cases were notified from = locsl Hospital.

| Puerperal Sepsis is now comparstively rere due to modern aseptic techniques
id to prophylactic or early speecific therapeutic treatment.

fbute Primary or Influensal Pneumonis

Fourteen of these enses were notified. In mony cases, chest aigns are not
ent until the discase has beecome advenced rnd commonly there is ne sputum
which to isolate the causal orgenism to provide sn antibiotic sensitivity test-
L 8 cases, although o complete course of treatment hos been given and the patient
had become a-pyrexial, chest sigs end X-roy exasination heve shown that the

imondn noy take many wecks to resolve ond during this time o relapse may coour.

: ..;I-:'_ Fﬂ' L Lrell 1it o

l . No cases of this serious discase cccurred throughout the year, in which
93614 children were given their second incculsticn and 170 their third.

Adthough the mess vnccination scheme hans not yet been completed, there is
ground for optimism from a preliminary assessment that a barrier ageinast
2 of the disense is being created.

o . F0 -"1l"| L¥L§F
That there were no cases of Food Poisoning is on excellent tribute to the
‘of the Senior Public Health Inspector and his staff, who amongst their many

e varied duties, are responsible for ensuring that food and drink are whole=
&nd free from disease-producing organisms.
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STATISTICAL 4ND SOCIAL _CONDITIONS

OF THE DISTRIGT FOR 1958

5;?1'9 ACTESD

AREA
REGISTRAR-GENERAL'S ESTIMATE OF:

The Resident Population san e 26,310

NUMBER OF INHABITED HOUSES ACCORDING
Tﬂmmm L] LR B,EEE

NUMBER OF BUSINESS FHEMISES wes  waw 1,055

RATEARLE VALUE o mmase

SUM REFRESEWTED BY A FPENNY RATE i A £1,450

SOGTAL CONDITIONS

Ashford is both an agricultural and an industrial town and s business
and shopping centre for the large rural community which surrounds it. It
merits importance by containing the largest agricultursl merket in Kent and in
having a railway junction where fiwve lines converge, associoted with which is a
large Railway Works. There is alse a nusber of other Factories, ineluding
Cycle Works, iron Foundry, Printing Works, Agricultural Repair Shops, Flour
Mills, Marine and Industrial Works, Ordnance Depot, Bread Factory und a largs
Coamnnery.

At present there is little unemployment in this Distriet and in general
apart from the shortage of houses, soocial conditicns are fairly satisfactory.



1a

2s

L

B

8.

9.

-_6-

EXTRACTS FROM Y STATISTICS

Live Births
(a) Legitimate
(b) Illegitimate

5tillbirths

(a) Legitimate

(b) Illegitimate

Total live and still-
births

Deaths

Deaths frcm Fregnancy,
Childbirth, Abortien

Deaths of Infants under
One Year of Age

(a) Legitimate

(b) Illegitimate

Deaths of Infants under
Four Weeks of Age

(a) Legitimate
(v) Illegitimate

lotal

k12
33

L8

e

I’
214
202

12

217

168

¥,
156

189

201

148

Birth Rate
par 1,000
estimated
resident
population

Rate per
1,000 total
(1live end
still) births

Death rate
per 1,000
resident
pupulation

Eate per
1,000 (1ive
and still)
births

Rate per
1,000 live
births

Eate per 1,000
live births
(1llegitimate)

Rate per 1,000
live births
{illegitimate)

Rate per 1,000
live births

Illegitimate live births per cent of tutal live births

Deaths from Cancer (all ages)

Deaths from Measles (all ages)

Deaths from Whouping Gough (all ages)

Deaths from Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea (all ages)

Urban

15.66
(A2 justed
Rate
15.97)

14.35

12.04
(Adjusted

11.29)

91

10.23

L.85

5.7

53




CAUSES OF DEATH IN ASHFORD URBAN DISTRICT

DURING 1958
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" Tuberculosis, respiratory
Tubereulosis, other
Syphilitic diseasze
Diphtherda
Whooping Cough
Meningoecocal infections
Acute Poliomyelitis
Heasles

Other inflective and parasitic diseases

Malignent neoplasm, stomach
Malignant neoplasm, lung; bronchus
Falignant neoplasm, breast
Malignant neoplasm, uterus

Other malignant snd lymphatiec neoplasms

Leulsemia, aleukaemia

Disbetes

Vaseular lesions of nervous systen
Coronary disensc, angina
Hypertension with heart disease
Other heart disecase

Other cireulatury diseasec
Influenza

Fneunuvnia

Bronchitis

Other diseases uf respiratory aystem
Uloer of stumach and duvdenum
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoes
Nephritis and nephrosis
waaia.uf prustate

). Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion
Congenital malformations

: . Other defined and ill-defined discases

'_ - Motur wvehicle accidents
<+ A1l other accidents

Suicide
Homicide and operations of war
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DIMUNISATION AGATNST DIPHTHERIA, 1958

The following is & return of the number of children
under the age of 15 years on ¥ st December, 1958, who had
completed o course of immunisation at any time before that
date, (i.0., ot eny time since 1st January, 194L).

FOLIOMYELITIS VACCDMATION, 1958

The following table gives the numbers of persons resident
in the distriot who received injections against poliumyelitis
during the year ended 31st December, 1358.

i I | ‘| EERE b

SRS || simt i o
Given thira | | | | [ %

injection | -| 11 16 1 w% 1t ?; 161 2| 16| 17! 200 2 2
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SEGTION B

GENERAL FROVISION OF HEAITH SERVICES

FOR THE DISTRICT

Laboratory Facilities

The Public Health Lsborstory Service which is directed by the Kedieal
Pezearch Council for the Ministry of Health is situated in Preston Hall,
British Legion Village, Maidstone, and provides valuable services on behalf

- of the Public Health Departments of District Councils. For example samples

of water, milk, ice cream and other food-stuffs are regularly examined, and in
relation to Inflecticus Diseases their bactericlogical reports are of great wvalue.

« Ths looal General Hoapitals alao heve their own Laboratories,
which provide waluable services to the other local Hospitals, teo the Consultants
and to the Praectitioners.

Ambulance and Hospital Car Service.

The County Council, being the Local Henlth Authority administers this
serviee throughout Kent, but in this District, the 5t. John Ambulance Brigade,
Ashford Corps (which incidentally is the oldest Corps in the Gnuntry], are
responsible for the doy to day execution of the serviee. There are five

. Ambulances in operation, manned by one Stotion Officer and nine full-time Driver/

Attendants, and by a panel of St. John Volunteers, whose devotion to duty merits
“high appreciation. There are alsc four Sitting-case Cers for ambulant cases,
which cope with approximately 9 of these cases. A few e¢ars, when necessary

. are provided by a pansl of voluntecr private oar owners, who are re-imbursed on a
mileage basis of payment. The service is sdequete for the needs of the District
and is operated very efficiently.

Trentment Centres and Cliniecs

All Meternity and Child Welfare, School and Dental Clinies are administered
by the County Council.

The following Clinics are held in Ashfford: -
(1) Station This is the central and chief clinie and is contained in

an 'ad hoc* building. The outlying clinics are complementary. Sessions are
‘held on Tuesdays and Thursdays of each week from 2.0 pems

(i1) Fomen's Institute Hall, “Chuzeh Bosd, North fidlesporough.

Bessions ere held at 2.0 p.m. on alternate Fridays.

(i11) 's Institute Hall, Favershem Rond, Kennington

Bessione are held at 2.0 peme on the Znd end 4th Wednesdoys of each month.
(iv) The Community Centre, Beaver Lane, South Ashford.

Bessicns are held at 2.0 p.m. on 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednesdays of each month.

- School Medical Scrvice Clinics

b) Ophthalnie Clinic

% Denmtal Glinie
¢} Bpeech Therepy Clinic
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(d) Orthopeedic Clinic

This elinic is held =t Ashferd llospital, is administered by the Reglong
Hospitals Board and appointoents are made by the County Public Heslth Depeart
on behalf of school=-children. It i= held on the 1zt Thursday of each montl
2 Pafle

Venereal Diseases Clinic

This elinie is held at Ashford Hospital on Wedneasdays 9 = 1 pums and
Fridays 2 = 6 pum.

Tuberouloszis Clinio
This c¢linic is held at Ashford Hospital on Tuesdays and Fridays from 9

Hospitels

Ea Ashford General = accommodation 136 beds
b

[¢]

Willesborough General = accommodation 137 beds
Private Nursing Homes

Infecticus Disenses = accommodation 40 beds
There arce now no Private Hursing Homes in the Urban Distriet.

Home Nursing and Midwifery Services

The County Council alsoc administers these services. On the looel
there are six full-time and three part-tine Home Nurse/Midwives who are
in Midwifery and Maternity Nursing nnd in the Home Nursing of the siclk.
stondard of service given by the liurses is excellent and there is comple
co=pperation between thom and the Proctitioners. The pajority of patie
in their homes are elderly chroniec sick, many of whom are awaiting beds in
Chronic Sick Hospitals which are still inadeguate to cope with the waiting

The Matcrnity and Child Welfare Service .

Thia servia: is also administered by the County Council. There are fi
Child Welfare Centres within the Distriet, which are conveniently situa
mothers, and the attendonces ore well maintained. The value of these C
is reflected in the gradunlly falling Infant Mortality rate in the Distr
Every baby brought to the Clinie is resularly examined and weighed to snsi
thot no unsuspected defcots exist ond that growth is normal ond vigorous.
The sale of essentiel foods ond vitamin complements at cost price is clso
velue to mothers. Imounisation egainst Diphtheria and Whooping Cough and
uﬁ:imtinn against Smallpox ond Foliomyelitis are claso availoble at these
clinios. kK : : y

The Domestic Help Scrvice, the Family Help 'Ecrviue_,_ Evening ond N
Attendant Service and the Child Coare Service

() The Domestic Help Service of the County Gouncil has become a very imp
health service in the home and hes repidly expended within recent years.
service is pdninistered peripherally by Area and Local Domestic Help U
and the asseszspent of income of the applicants is done by the Distriot O
In this District there is an adequate pool of Domestic Helps who are paid
per hour and there is a sliding seale of charges based on the family incom
the applicant, the maximum chorge being 3/11d. per hour. :

The majority of those who benefit from the service are the aged snd infi
and chronic sick and most of these receive the service free of charge.
however, should be given to the fmot thot mony would degenerate inte Ch
Siek Hospital easea, without this service, where maintenance costs would
exceed the cost of domestic help. The service is also of great velue to
in mothers and to those mothers, who aore discharged from Hospitsl following
operations, and others suffering from miszcellancous illnesses. The servi



under five years of age and aids the recovery of the mother from illness.

{b) The Fomily Help Service

) - 15 -

£ glieves anciety and streszs in the home particularly where there sre children

|

|

i

! Prior to the recent imtroduction of this service, it was necessary to

move children, particularly thoese under five years of ape, to expensive
Ehildren's Institutions from familles in which the mother was absent from

ome through severe illness, ﬂaath, estrangemnent, desertion or separation
bthar cause. The service is designed to provide help and care for the
children whilst the father is at work and the Family Help may be required to

i.n the hopes The maximum period of help is for three menths, during
hich period the father is expected to moke permancent arranpgements for the care
" his children. This is a valuable scrvice and although there is only a small
mumber of femilies who reguire this help, expensive institutional maintenance,
particularly where there is a large number of children in one family, is cbviated.

©) Evening itiendant Service

, This service is designed to provide help te old people living alonc but
whoe do not require more help than half to one hours attention before retiring

" the night. The number of old people who reguire this service is, however,
considerable,

§t7 Highe Attendent Sorvice

. This service provides for people of all ages who arc seriously ill and
ve alone, The helpers usually 2o at 10 p.o. and stay wntil 7 a.m. the
LOllowing n&rning, and ettend each night, ineluding Sunday, wntil the patient
Gw'urn or dieg or is removed to hospital. Assistance is also ,::imn Tor
C nights to relatives who are unable to stay every nigzht throughout.
Ehis service has proved to be of great velue to old people living elone, most
‘whom have sirenpg nostelgic attachments to their homes,

Child g
Thiﬂ domestic help scrvice uas intreduecsdrby the County Council 4o help the
G d Problem Pamilies, the objectives being threefold; to raise the standard

of living of these families, to improve the standard of Child Care, and to
prevent the break-up of the family.

SECTION G,

JRY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE ANEA

Lor cuppl

| The water supply within the Urban District is provided by two undertakings,
,' '!'n by Ashf'ord Urban District Council and by the Mid-Kent Water Company.

~ The Council provides the supply for Central and South Ashford end North
Eﬁlﬂh Willesborough, and the Mid-Kent Watcr Company for Kennington.

1....- Urban Digtrict Council Undertakings
~ This supply is obtoined from the following threec sources.
Westwell

| Thm ore four gravel-soreen bore-holes, each with pumping plant installed

ﬂ'rf' abstracting 10,000 gallons per hour from cach bore-hole. A

ning plent {Clﬂrk‘ﬂ P.'l:'ouea-“.r] is in operation here. The woter is pumped by
ctric: Aly-driven pusp to a covered reservoir (Caracity 1,000,000 gallons)

ser' 3 Corner, from where it cnters the supply network, There is a

ion between this reservoir and two stand-by reserveirs (280,000 end

0 gallons respectively) at Barrow Hill and a comnnection with the Mid-Kent



Water Company's supply at Fotter's Corner for cmergency use. There is q:'r .
further connection for emergency usc with the Mid-Kent Water Company's sup)
in the Canterbury Hoad at Little Bybrool.

(1i) Henwood

This supply comes from four wells with interconnecting adits, approxim
40 feet deep. From the electrically driven pumps (with stand-by steam ‘
the water is pumped into the sujply network and the surplus is diverted int
reservoir at Fotter's Corner. g

The abowve two supply the whole of Central and South Ashford.

(41i) Hinxhill

This water comes from a borchole approximately 200 feet deep, being
raised by compressed air into a storage adit. It is then pumped by
Eeciprocating Centrifugal pumps to a covered reservolr at Broomfields
(100,000 gallons) from wherc it enters the supply network for the whole of
North and South Willesborough. There is a connection for mrpnny __
the Central and South Ashford supplics at the Railway Bridee,

The waters from these three sources are all chlorinated, as an ad
measure of safety, though the untreated waters have in au-::naasiva Junml T
cxeellent bactericlogical and chemicel quality. '

Samples

By arrangement with the Public iealih Laboratory Service samples
bactericlogical examination are taken from the sources, reservoirs amf
of the distribution network at the rate of eight each month from the
Urban District Council's owm supplies end one from the Uid-Kent ‘H’a:l:ar r
supply network in the district. Samples for chemical analysis ere
before and after troatment from the three sources at quarterly inter
Mid~Kent Water Company take three samples monthly from the sources of
supplies teo the district.

Exam ion 3 in Year
! Ban'hegn:_l‘gg al

Raw Water | B5 67 Satisfactory 8
! 18 Unsatisfactory |

Treated Water PIT Setisfactory

The unsatisfactory samples of rew water were derived from Ramnﬂl
Station following very heavy rainfalls. Survey indicated possible =
pellution and after steps were token to romove these and beavy rains e
the supply slowly returned to normal. The treated water remained
throughout but with the development of the town this source has become
vulnerable and an alternative supply becomcs necessary.

There are five houses not connected to the public supply mains,

these are situate in Beaver Lanc, 8,820 houses are connected to the pul
nains,

The Mid-Kent Water Company

(1) Barham

This water is taken from the chelk, the well being cbout 200 feet
ie pumped to Hastingleigh reservoir (capacity 500,000 gallons) from
rcaches the Kennington supply network. -
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(41) Charing

This water is obtained from the greensend and the borings are approximately
160 feet deep. It is pumped to Fairbouwrne snd Charing Hill Hescrvoirs
(capacity 1,000,000 and 203,500 gallons respeetively). These reservoirs afford
a gubsidiary or swtilisry supply to Kennington.

(ii1) Godmershan

The weter source is from two borings into the chalk (each 200 fect deep).
Soms woeter is pupped to the Hastingleigh :eservoir and enters the supply nctwork
and also supplies the water tower (100,000 gallons capacity) of the Batchelors
Foods Factory.

Drainage and Sewerage

No new publie sewerage schemes were underteken, but small extensions %o
existing systen were made to serve privats developmenta

Total number of inhabited houses (including Flats) iz e 8,025

Total number of houses conncoted to the sewers . 8,594
HNusber of houses not connected to the sewers e 250
Swimning Baths

The Swimming Bath water is chlorinated by a break-point chlorinator and
there is also an electric suction sweeper for cleansing the basin of the bath.
The size of the bath is 100 x 25 yards, and its capacity 600,000 gallons.
Sapples of the woter sent For bactcriclogical examination were satisfactory.

E

The mumber of diszinfections of houses after infectious diseasc dropped
to four, of whioch three followed the romovael of tuberculous persons in an
inflectious bhate.

Eradication of Vermin
Tha number of houges found to be infested with versmin was as follows:-

I ST T T T — - 2 N e e

l Bugs ! Flens ! Cogloroaches
| Couneil houscs A ! 10 9
‘ Other houses : 2 & = L

c The nmumber of bug infestations has continued to decline. Flea infestations

s were less, probably due to the coolness of the sumer, but 2 more widespread

. pospession and use of vacuum olesners will help finally to elininote the post.
One instance of flea resistence to the chlorincted hydrocarbon insecticide group
was found = wherc the housewife had been in the habit of using & trace of
D.D.T. powder shout the house. Ondy thirty-one wasps nests had to be deelt with,
but invesion of houses by ants gave rise to an increased number of complaints.

- Twenty-eight such infestations were dealt with, twenty in Council houses.

The arrangements with the Hospital Authority whereby an infesteticn servioe
~ is provided for the loeal General Hospitals and the Isclation Hospital were
» contdnued and operated sctisfactorilyn

During the Easter and Whitsun Holidoys selected parts of nine school kitchen
buildings in the district were sprayed to offord a persisting fly control.
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Bnots and ifice Destruction

Domestic house rode t infestotion (desalt with fz-&a} ‘vwins higher then
last yeor and numbered 145 (86 rats and 55 nice infestation) and necessitak
491 visits. Rats and mice inflestation on business premises which werc de
with during the year numbered 16 snd 19 respectively and directly involved
viasits,

In 1957 the method of control of rats in the towms' sewerage system w
chonged from treotment at all avedlsble beiting ploces on the system to
baiting of all access points in the town sentre (where there is likely
reservoir of infestation in and near the brick barrel sewers) and (b)
of gbout one in ton of menholes selectod junctions over the rest of the
In order to oheck the efficcoy of the method, (with the approval of #
of Agriculture, Fisherics and Food) a complete testing of all access |
on the sewernge system wos undertaken. Ower three hundred manholes
The results indicated an almost enbire abssnce of infestation in the
system a5 o whole and a light infestation in ports of the tom centre.
clenrly supported continuing treatments en the lines adopted during recem
VOBTS. i

Careful control has been exercised to prevent rats establishing thems
in the Broolkficld Road Council Refuse Tip and has been successful.

Clean Adr Aot

During the year notification of the installation of five furnaces
receiveds The number of chservations and visits in conmection with
emissions increased substantinlly and scricus attempts wore mads to obtals
co=operetion in implementing the Aet. This work of necessity tales tim
but worthwhile progress has been made.

In view of the size of Ashford and its situstion surrounded by mil
of open country, no Bylaw has been adopted limiting the fuel applian
aprroved types. Should Ashford expand and industrialize substantis
mey have to be reviewed. i

anolysis of Public Health Inspectors Visits

Bakchouses ara - ww -
Butchers e “ww -
Dairies BEE LR (R R}
Fried Fish chopa ey - e
Ioe Cream Promiscs xr wa e - wE
Itinerant Vendors and Stalls or delivery vans ane
Liosneed Premiscs aee wea o

Kezistered Food Monufacturers (not included under Butchers)
ltestaurants, Cafle and School Contecns and Works Canteens and Clubs

31&1—@#'&:‘!’1‘)“5&5 LR ] LRy LR R 1§
Other food premiscs T
I'tﬂ‘l:-la m‘i !:i'cﬂ mﬁtm‘him EE EE ER
Cther Verndin sen s wew
Couneil House Inﬁpﬂﬂtim& T s waw
0ld Fersons e P -
I)irty Houses aw e Ty {ﬂﬂmﬂﬂ JiJI-}
Keoping of Animals e e Pas i :
Cffensive Acoummulotions or Deposits  sse  sas  ess
Offensive Odours s e e

ma‘tbmﬂ 'TE e o
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Housing, adequacy of sae wes was
Tentﬂ; vma aﬂd Eh&ds - LI -
Houses inspected re defects under Public Health
and Housing fcts i i
Improvements Grants -
Rent Act ' e aa
Iradin Tﬂ-ﬂ-tiﬂﬁ waw “am L
Drainage Work and Survey ses was  ees
“-EL‘I;EI‘ Supplj '] '] "N
smm ﬂhﬂ‘.‘bﬂmﬂﬂt — Uhﬂmﬂtiﬂﬂs LN [N ] [
viﬂitﬂ iaa i@ " aw
Misecellansous i e i
mn Mt L N} [ N ] EE
s}]up‘ mt LI L L
Food Poisoning Enquiries vaw aan saw
Infﬂﬂtiwﬂ ]H.HE:IE Enqﬂirie!- aw wmw R

Improvements and Repairs Effected

Roof repairs waa  amE s
Chimmey stacks repaired and rebuilt sen eas
Eaves, gutters and £all pipes repaired or rencwed
Brickwork repaired tam  wss  dus
Brickwork, pointing renewed wsin sam o ees
Outbuildings i
External rendering repaired or renewed ses e
Yard Paving o b P
Window frames repaired or renmewed .s.x  sas aus
Sashoords repairved or renewed R R
Putties renewcd PO TR i
Wall end ceiling plaster repaired ...  sas  sss
Rooms redecorated sed ks ees
External painting e o L
Floors repaired T T T
Dampness in walls remedicd i . PR
Dampnese in floors S AR s
Doors repaired or ronewed Hee e aws
SBtaircases repeired S s el S
Sub=floor ventilation iﬂpﬂsﬂﬂ g s e
Window s5i11s repaired N O
Fireplaces or stoves renewed or ropaired ... san
Stoves repaired or renewed ST ST e
Wash coppers repaircd or renewed ... s et
Ventilation improved wew v aie vea
Liﬂ-'lfing inproved see see san
Water supply pipes provided or rencwed  se. R
Dustbins provided ves  wes san
Foodstores improved P R o
Cooldng facilities remedied il e =
Drainage Works

Houses at which droins were repaired G wes
Houses at vhich drains were ronewed entirely  «es
Choked drains cleared (not by Department) ol
Choked drains cleared (by Department) Fisi e
Intercepting traps fixed ataTs bl i

Inspection chombers built or covers renewed a0

lice of Visits
and re-visits
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Applicants for bed-sitting roon flats of vhom 12 sre houscholders 19
Appliconta for old peoplea dwellines of whoo 50 are houscholders 70
Total 573

Dampness from use of oil henters

There has been 2 marked inoresse in the use of oll vapourisera in the

_ home for direct heating and this has been accompmnied, especially where
thermal insulation is not high (e.g. in prefobricnted bunegnlows), by severe
dempness due to condensation. The whole products of combustion, which are
said to include 13 pints of woter for every gallon of oil burned, avc passed
dnto the alr of the rcom, where, in contact uith cooler surfeces & substantial
part of the moisture ig miven up. When flue and other openings ere sealed -
a8 sometimes heppens = the dempness is npgrevated.

‘Blum Clearance

As part of the programes, eleven houses and six dwellings foyming parts
of buildinga were closed. The reliousing of persens displaced by slum
cleorance proceceded. In addition the Minister approved the inelusion of the

 Council's property Weterside House (4 fiats) in elum clearsnce. Houscs and
];ﬂ!'l:a of houses closed since thc prugr'*nmc pot under wny total 4. It becane
incressingly cvident that a more complete survey of the many peor stonderd
properties in the area was necessary, but could not be undertaken with
existing Btaf‘f', and the Council agreed to the employnent of an additionsl

~ Inspector.

Rent Act, 1957

The overall effect, despite shortcomings, has been beneficicl on the
gensral yepair and maintenoce of privete ronted houses.  Heguests for
Certificates of Disrepoir were received in & instences, four of which were
not justified. Undertcldngs were given by landlords in all but four of
the remainder, and during the year only six certificates hed to be issucd.
Unfortunately, much tine was taken up in answering oueries and 76 visits were
made in the operation of the Act.

W i

SECTIN! E.

DNSFECTICN JID BUFERVISION OF FOOD

Milk Supnlics
An ‘order came into operations on 1kth Aprdl, 15‘55 ; which brought Ashford

:ﬂ.‘l:hiu the ecatogory of 'specified arca' end required that no undesignated milk
may hamafnrth be eold reteil in the Areta

Thers are twenty-two registered distributors of milk and nine dpiries -
‘reglstered with the loosl authoriiy.

: Dairies are regulorly inspeoted to ensure that the standarde proscribed
by the Milk and Dairics Regulations 1949 are maintained. Semples of milk, in
course of delivery, are taken regularly. DPeriodic samples of milk ore taken
irom retailers for exepination for the presence of Tubercle Baeilld and no
sonple revesled o tubercle infeotion.

, During the yonr, the following samples were taken for examination in
gordence with the tests prescribed by the Milk and Deiries (Speeial
Lgnctions) Regulationes.



2"

Sa

i Tuberoulin Tested e h e 9 I
i Sterilised L [T 1 ig
Fazteurised S ol 15 |
Mﬂim‘t&d Y e i 1 :

Ios_Green

Sempling was again mainly concentrated on sales of loose ice oream, o3
experience has shown that whereas prepacked ice creem is produced and sold ak
a high standard, the same ice eream is liecble to contamination where it is
sold locse and there is any relaxation in the sterilizetion of service eguip
The samples of ice cremnm sold locse inciuwded some from itinerant wvendors.

PP S e E L EE R RS R SEEE S EEE SR EEEE D SN EECEE T S S G S P - arws mn

Scoples of 'locse' | 12 | 6 | 1 2 | 2
; Semples prepecked ! 2 i - !I 2 1 5
: fing acoion mens 1| 3 3 | 26
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The Grade 3+ samples of pre-packed ice oream were not from a b i
of national reputes One catering establishment locally produces ice or £
the complete cold mix processz and retails it 'loose'.

Some 92 shops and four school premises are now registered for the sa
ice eream. Compliance with the Food Hypicne Regulations is first necessas
FPracticelly all ice eream sold from rogistered premises is sold pre-pac

Meat and cther Foods

Unsound Food (Food snd Drugs det, 1938) :
Unsound Focd Surrendercd i
b,
SEUEE‘.‘.SGS 'EL ] W 1 Dried Fl'uit A aew
Tinned Milk i Ea 1:,.6% Ham MERR N
\ft:f:e‘tab'.'f.&a e iea 3‘3&#‘ Brawn o e
S-l:lup 'TE] aw jj’- T'ﬂn{;l.]ﬂ: TE s
Fruit "ew waw m£ Gomed Beef S aew
Pu&ding e w “ew 5 Veal Loaf and Beef Loaf ...
Tomntoes e T ”1'§ Bacon waw '}
Paste waw v 11 Stewed Steak waw san
Podding Mizx LR saw 11? Lunchecn Meat e e
Cereal o - 1 FPigh e e w
Chicken o ww 10 Ehﬂﬁﬂﬂ e e
Epﬂg!'ﬂ;‘-‘tti s wan ll-,!E Flour oA aaw
Macaroni wew e 2 FPork aw sew
Dog and Cat Food i 13; Fruit Juices SEA A
Minceneat sea asw = Jan e aw
Fruit Cake L waw } kMormalade saw aw
Sweets ] e 11 Creamn waw “ew
Hﬂrzipﬁﬂ e saw 12 Brisket wae )
Miscellaneous ..s sue 1AL Ducks aes  eas

Total weight condemmed: 2 tons 16 owtss 2 Qrss 4 1bs.

Rejected meat from the slaughterhouse, unfit bacon and butchers meat is
slashed and soaked with green aniline dye after which it is removed for th
manufacture of by-prolucts in another part of the county. Other foods
comprising mainly unsound tinned foods are disposed of by dumping at the C
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{ A sericus lesk in the refrigerart in a butcher's cold store resulted in

| the liberation of sulphur dioxide poa. Some bleaching of meat ccourred.

 In view of the prohibition {with ﬂ:-:m:ptiun} of preservatives in food, a number
of samples were taken to assess the degree of conbtamination. Guided by the
analysts reports most of the meat was trimmed and relessed - scme only flor

manufacturing purposes.
A regular inpsection was commenced of paultry;"ﬁn%}éadluml market suction.

Zood liysiens

It is regretted that routine inspection of food premises did not receive
the attention that it needed during the ycar owing to many demands on steff
time. A survey follows to give an indication of some of the positive
improvements in flood premises achiewved during the year though they do not
record voluntary inprovements made.

|
‘ rafuse dump where controlled tipping is practiceds
|
|

There are some 2B premises registered for the manufacture of meat products
(mostly sausages).

Pood Premises Toproverents 'on request' Anelyais

Clothes storage remedied 8
First Add outfit provided 21
Wash-hand notices fixed up 14
Wash hand basine instnlled 15
Towels, Scap or Hailbrushes remedicd 13
Sinks Einndequxtﬂ- or unsuitable) provided 8
Hot water provided T
Washing up agents improved a
Wall finishes made hygienio b
Floor findsh made hygienic 11
Preparetion table tops unhygienio 17
Cold storege arrangements remedied
Food Storage remedied

Lighting remedied

Ventilatién improved

Exposed food protected

Lack clesnliness remedied

Food wrapping made. satisfactory
Wornings re snoking

Warnings re tenperature control food
Bedecoration

Miscellancous

—
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ses and Offal inspected and condemmed in whole or in pa

| Cattle | Cows |Calves ' Sheep | Pigs | iorssz
i excluding .
' Cows | Lambs i
S e S St B
i 618 241 5 | 2524 L5600 -
| 618 241 65 e [ueo0 | -
berculosi ' :
H |
1 i
s condemmed i - ]| 2 2 17 10 -
8 of which some part or organ ].
100 | 436 3 17 756 =
¢ of the number iunpantnﬂi !
with disesse other than |
osis and mti“l‘ﬂi ! 16.19 | 5?-261 T+ 70 i S.EE 16.66 =













