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ASHFORD URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL, KENT

Annual rta of the Medical Officer of Health and Senior
Public Health Inspector for the Year 1957

Mr., Chairman and Councillors,
I have the honour to present to you my Annual Report for the year 1957.
tion

The Registrar General's estimate of the cid-year Home Population was
26,140, which was an inorease of 140 over that of 1956

Live Births and Birth Rate

The number of live births was 342 (185 male, 157 female) which was 35
less than in 1957, and the crude birth rate wos accordingly 13.08; adjusted
by the Registrar Genersl's Comparability Factor which is computed from a °
standardised populstion and provides comparison of the rate with other
Distriocts, the adjusted rate becomes 13.3 and was lower than that of 16,1
for England and Wales.

It is probable that the shortage of houses for young married couples may
be & factor associated with the lower birth-rate.

tillb and Rat

Seven atillbirths (4 male, 3 female) were registered, and the stillbirth
rate was accordingly 20.06 and was lower than that of 22.L for England and
Wales.

There are unavoidable and aveidable stillbirths and adequate ante-natal
and obstetric care are essential to prevent these latter stillbirths.

Inf Deaths & rtality Ret

The number of infant deaths was 6 (3 male, 3 female) end the infantile
mortality rate was accordingly 17.54, and wns lower than that of 23.0 for
| England and Wales.

The causes of those deaths are shown in the following table.
|
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At the beginning of the Century in 1901, the number of infant deaths was

| 138 per 1,000 live births and contrasted with the comparatively low rates of

to-day, illustrates the great progress that has been achieved by medieal and
| sociological science.

Haternal Deaths and lortality Rate

There was no death from pregnancy, childbirth and sbortion and the rate
was therefore nil. In fact there has been no maternal death in the Urban
District for 10 years which is a great tribute to the care and skill of
Fractitioners, Midwives, Consultants and Hospital Staffs. Also at the beginning

b



of the Century, five mothers dicd for every 1,000 total (live and still)
births, in conirast to a ratc of less than 1 today, which however, represen
approximately 500 maternal deaths ennually, throughout the country.

According to a recent report recsived from the Central Health Sery
Couneil, the principal cause of these deaths is Toxaemia of Fregnancy w
is slso a major ccuse of stillbirths and infant deatha soon after birth.
It is also stated that many of these deaths are avoidable, and that inadequ
ante-natal care is the commonest factor involved in failure to detect and %
toxeemin as early as possible.

Total Deaths and Death Rate

The total number of deaths from all causes was 282 (147 males, 135 fems
and the crude death rate was accordingly 10.97; when adjusted by the Regist
General's Cemparability Factor as for births, the adjusted rate becomes 10.°
which wes lower than that of 11.5 for England and Wales. :

The highest nusber of deaths was due to Heart and Circulatory Discase
and Vascular lesions of the Nervous System which are the natural terminal
pauses of death amongst the aged.

Discase of the Coronary Artery of the Heart is however an exception as
middle-nged persons become victims; there were 43 deaths from this cause
and the ages at death were 52, 53, 55, 5y 5‘5! 57, 58, 58, 611 '51"1 'E}l 53'r
and urwards. These deaths were in the approximate ratio of 3 malss to 1 fi
and the postulstion that continuous mental and physical stress and strain ap
exeessive smoking are important contributory factors has many advocates.

Cancer, as expected, caused the sccond highest number of deaths, with ¢
total of 59 deaths, or spproximately 20% of 2ll causes of deaths Modern 4
surgery and radio-therapy have made great progress within recent years in th
treatment of this disease and could completely arrest it if the diagnosis
were made rcasonsbly early. The majority of these deaths were amongst the
and probably proerastination in secking medicel advice in combination with %
insidious nature of the disease arc common {actors associated with late
dingnosis.

Cancer of the Lung caused 10 of these deaths. Since 1950 when Cancer
of the Lung and Bronchus has been separately classified by the Registrar
General, the number of deaths annually has beem 3, 6, 6, 9, 8, 11, 10, 10 in
succceding years; the nunber of deaths has therefore more or less remained
at a level around 10 for the last five years. The s at death of those
who Gied in 1957 were &7 (F), 53(k), 57(), 57(M), 60(K), 61(k), €(F), 69(K
73(F), 77(n). intional statistiss have brought Cancer of the Lumg into
public prominance by revealing o striking inerease of deaths within the
last 25 years and it is postulsated that atmospheric pollution ond excessive
smoking are important contributory factors or primary cases. An ever
increasing volume of petrol and oil fumes from cars and other combustion
engines is being discherged into the ntmosphere and it may be that this form
pollution is of greater importance than any other facter, particularly when
combined with the excessive inhalation of tobacco smoke. It is difficult,
however, to reconcile the fuct that many heavy smokers die in old age from
other couses. L

In contrast Concer of the Breast coused esight deaths, almost as many as
from Lung Cancer, although the former is considerably less difficult to diag
and to treat successfully.

Of the other major couse of deaths, Bronchitis coused 14 deaths. Thea
were mostly smongst the clderly. Although there is an heredity disposition
to this disease and it is lmown thet atmospheric pollution and emoking are
aggravating factors, much research is still reguired for a full understanding
of its treatment.

Infectious Disease

There was no death due to Infectious Disense. A new ergc has haa‘_n.
reached in the history of these diseases and the low mortality of today ia il
gtriking contrast to the considersbls mortality of as recently as 25 years &
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All the serious bacterial diseascvs can be successfully prevented or
specifically trecated, and there is firm ground for optinism that the most
serious of the virus diseases, namely Foliomyelitis, will be effectively
| suppressed by vaccination, and that in the foresceable future a vaccine,
| incorporsting the various strains of the Influenza virus will prevent the
| Winter epidemics of this disease; in fact, a vaccine was produced against
the Asian Influenza A virus, but was used only for a selected group of
perscomel in the National Health Services.

an Influesnza

A wide-spread epidemic of this disense occurred early in the Autumn,
which is an unusual senson for an outbreak of Influenza. The reason for
this was that a pandemic which originated in China =and Japan was introduced
into this Country at that time.

' The virus wos identified locally by the Public Health Leboratory from
| throat swabs and by blood egglutination tests, ns being Asian A/England/527/57.

l The main site of the infection was the upper respiratory tract,and acute
[ tracheitis with a severe unproductive cough was a prominent symptom. The
illness was in the majority of cases relatively mild. It began . with a
high temperature which gradually declined to normal sbout the fif'th day.

The average period of inecapacity was between 7 and 14 daya.

a‘ﬁ
|
Pnewmonia was the most dangerous complication, when the lungs became
invaded by sesccndary bacteris; of these the Staphylococcus dureus was the
{most virulemt and caused a number of fulmineting deaths in some districts.

Ls the disease was not notifiasble the actual number of cases was unknown.

Foliomyclitis

There wos only one case of this serious disecase in the District during
| the year. The patient was an adult of 33 years who come into the District
incubating the illness and later suffered from partial parnlysis of one
{Toot; there were fortunately no secondary cascs.

1 Vaccination of children betwecn the ages of six months and fifteen years
and also of expectant mothers, with British, Canadian and .merican vaceines
Ehu been procecding as the supplies of vnccine have become available, and as
stated above, there is already good reascn to hope that it will protect those
inoculated.

There was an outbreak of this disease during the yenr, 250 cascs
‘having been notified. This is 2 particularly dengerous disease in infants
‘a8 the secrctions may obstruct the bronchi and eause pertial collapse of the
‘g with asphyxistion or broncho-pneusonia may rapidly supervens. Infants
should thereforc be shiclded from infection, if possible.

Modern vaccines are now available at the County Child Welfare Centres,
1 addition to those also available from the family Practitioner and it is
that these will effectively protect those inocculated.

| There was nlso an outbreak of this disease, 388 cases hawving been
-gnatii’iad. It is fortunate that this is not by itself a scricus disease, unless,
{88 with Wheoping Cough, secondary broncho-pneumonia occurs. Modern treatment

{by Antibiotics is however usually specific, unless the pneumonia has become
-;',-‘.EW for advanced.

g’ No vaccine for protcetion against this disease has been produced and
it would be disputed whether it would be of practical value, but Gamma
(Elobulin is available at the Public Health Leoboratory for passive protection
it is occasionally used when a child, who has been cxposed to lieasles
&8 suffering from some other serious illness; if given within the first
ve days from exposure it should prevent the onset of the disenss,
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and if given within a few days later, it should modify the illness.
Secrlet Fever

Fourteen sporadic cascs of this disease were notified, and as it is in
its present phase a mild illness all were nursed at home. Complicationa
causing kidney and heart disease are rarely seen today, but occasionally
Otitis Medis occurs. Treatment by Sulphonamides or fntibiotics is however
specific.

Oceasionally small outbresks occur in schools where they cause much
inconvenience and are usually originally csused by chronic nasal carriers;
swabbing of the nose and throats of those who have just recovered from
illness, before allowing them to return to school is for this reason a
vorth=while precoution.

sipalar
Tuo cases of this disease were notified. This was formerly a very
serious disense, before the introduction of the Sulphonamides and Antibiotls
which has placed specific weapons of trectment in the hands of the Frofess

Fuerperal: WAl

Hotification of pyrexia in the pucrperium was originally designed te
prevent Fuerperal Sepsis, but this rarely cccurs today owing to the early
administration of Sulphonamides or Antibictics. Three cases of pyrexia
were notified.

Ophthalmisa Neonatorum

Only one case of this infection was notified. Notification of this
eye infection wes originally designed to prevent partial or total blindnese
but, like Puerpernl Sepsis, such infections are now rare and treatment is

highly successful.
Sonne Dyscnte

Four cases of this relatively mild illncss were notified, Commonly,
the dinrrhoes lasts only for several days and mey occur with or without ble
and mucus in the stools. Many patients recover without having found it
necessary to consult their Practitioners and there are in conseguence & D
of convalescent or chronic carriers. It is not surprising, therefore,
outbreaks oceur from time to time, particularly in infant classes in sc
it is spread only from facces, perscnal hygiene would prevent its dissemd
the simple precauticn of washing the hands after teilet and before meals 1
often neglected.

Food Poisoning

Only one case of Pood Poisoning was notified, due to Salmonclla emter
It is a tribute to the routine work of the Public Henlth Inspectors that e
outbresks of Food Foisoning have occurred in the District for pany yearss
Since the war outbreaks of Food Foisoning have greatly increased throughou
the Country.

No other cases of infecticus disense were notified.

Tuberculosis

Eleven new cases (5 male and 6 femele) of the respiratory type and
one non-respiratory (cervical glands) were notified. -

The number of new cases of respirotory tuberculosis is decreasing
cach year; in the immediate post—war yeoars, the annual average was TWen

After Centurics of suffering, disability and death for which this ¢
has been responsible, patients may look towards a new horizon of hope.
Within recent years, medical science applied to drug therapy, surgery anc
prevention has made remerkable progress, and if the lungs have not been t6
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SEGTICN B.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES

FOR THE DISTRICT

Loborstory Facilities

The Public Health Laboratory Service which is directed by the Medical
Research Council for the Kinistry of Health is situated in Preston Hall,
British Legion Village, Maidstone, and provides valusble services on behalf
of the Publio Health Departments of District Councils. For exaople
somples of water, milk, ice cream and other food-stuffs are regularly
examined, and in relation to Infectious Diseases their bactericlogical
are of great wvalue.

The local General Hospitlas also have their own Laboratories, which
provide waluable services to the other local Hospitals and to the Practitier

Ambulence and Hospital Car Service.
r

The County Council, being the Local Health Authority administers this
service throughout Kent, but in this District, the St. John Ambulance
Brigade, Ashford Corps (which incidentally is the oldest Corps in the Country)
are responsible for the day to day execution of the service. There are It
Ambulances in operation, menned by one Station Officer and nine full-time
Driver/Attendants, and by a panel of St. John Volunteers, whose desvotion to
duty merits high appreciation. There are also five S8itting-case Cars for
ambulant cases, which cope with approximately 90% of these cases. A few
cam, when neccssary are provided by a panel of wolunteer private car owners, |
are re-irbursed on a mileape busis of payment. The scrvice is adegpate for
of the District and is operated very efficiently.
Tregtment Centrcs and Clindes

A11 Maternity and Child Welfare, School and Dental Clinics are admin
by the County Council.

The following Clinics are held in Ashford:-
(i) Station Boad. This is the central and chief clinic and in contained in

an 'ad hoo! building, The outlying clinics are complementary. Sessions ard
held on Tuesdays and Thursdays of each week from 2.0 p.m. ;

(ii) Women's Institute Hall, Church Road, North Wil
Sezsicns are held at 2.0 pem. on alternate Fridays.

(1ii) Women's Institute Hall, Faversham Road, Kennington
Sessiona are held at 2.0 pem. on the Znd and 4th Wednesdays of each mont

(iv) The Community Centre, Beaver Lane, South Ashford.

Sessions are held at 2.0 p.me on 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednesdays of each mont
School Medieal Service Clinics

The following four elinics of the School Medical Service are held
at the main Station Road Clinde.

Dentel Clinie
b) Ophthalmie Clinie
e) Minor Ailment Clinde
d) Bpeech Therapy Clindc

(e) Orthopaedic Clinic
This elinie is held at Ashford Hospital, is administered by the
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| Regional Hospitals Board and appointments are made by the County Fublic Health

Department on behalf of school-children. It is held on the 1stThursday of
each month at 2 p.m.

Yenereal Diseases Clinic

This elinic is held at Ashford Hospital on Mondsys and Wednesdays

at 10 - 11 a.m. for Females and from 11 - 12 noon for Hales.
!‘Mmﬁii Clinie

This olinic is held at Ashford Hospital on Tuesdays and Fridays from 9.30 &.m.
Hospitals

? Ashford Ceneral - accommodation 138 beds

q

b) Willesborough General - accommodation 137 beds
6) Infectious Diseases - accommodation LD beds.

‘Erivate Nurging Homes

At the time of writing the Grosvenor Clinic has closed nnd there are now
no Private Nursing Homes in the district.

Nurs and Hidwifery Service

. The County Council also administers these services. On the loeal staff,
‘there are gix full-time Home Nurse/Midwives who are engaged in Kidwifery and
katernity Nursing and in the licme Nursing of the sick. The stendard of

i 8 ce given by the Nurses is excellent and there is complete co-operation
‘between them and the Practitioners. The majority of patients nursed in

‘their hemes are elderly chronic sick, many of wiom are awaiting beds in

Chronic Sick Hospitals which are still inadequate to cope with the waiting list.

The Matemnity and Child VWelfare Service

3 This service is aleo administered by the County Council There are four
Child Welfare Centres within the District, which are conveniently situated
for mothers, and the attendances are well maintained, The value of these
Clinics is reflected in the gradually falling Infant Mortality rate in the
District. Every baby brought to the Clindc is regularly examined and weighed
%0 cnsure that no unsuspected defects exist and thet prowth is normel and
wigorous, The sale of essential foods and vitamin complements at cost
price is alsc of value t the mothers. ITumunisation against Diphtheria
end Vaccination against Smallpox are also available at these clinics, and
Whooping Cough immumisation is also now available. When sufficient vaccine
48 at hand, it is probable thet imnunisation ageinst Foliomyelitis will

30 become & routine measure in these clinics.

The Domestie Help Service the Family Help Service, Evening and Nig
1 bendant Service and the Child Carc Service.

Aa) The Domestic Help Service of the County Council has become & very
dmportant health service in the hope and has rapidly expanded within recent
Jyears. The service is administered peripherally by Area and Local Domestic
flelp Organisers and the assessment of income of the applicants is dene by
the District Officers. In this District there is an adeguate pool of
fomestics Helps who are paid 3/- per hour and there is a sliding scale of

lcherges based on the family income of the aepplicant, the meximum charge being
ngr Fﬂ‘r hl::l-l:lr..

{  The majority of those who benefit from the service are the aged and infirm
and chronic sick and most of these receive the service free of charge. BRegard,
Bowever, should be given to the fact thot many would degemerate into Chronio

Sick Hospital cases, without this service, where maintenance costs would far
Bxceed the cost of domestic help. The service is also of great value to
2¥ing=in mothers and to those mothers, who are discharged from Hospital

owing operations, and othere suffering from miscellansous illnesses. The
Service relieves anxiety and stress in the home particularly whers there are
€hildren under five years of age and aids the recovery of the mother from illness.
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(b) The Family Help Serviee 3

Frior to the rceent introduction of this service, it was necessary to
remove children, particularly those under five years of age, to expensive
Children's Institutions from families in which the mother was absent from
home through severe illness, death, estrangement, desertion or separation
or other cause, The service is dcaigm:-:l to provide help and care for
children whilst the father is at work and the Fanily Help may be reguired
to reside in the home. The maximum period of help is for three months,
during which period the father is expected to make permansnt mangmnt
for the care of his children. This is & waluable serviece and although
there is only a =mall mumber of families who require this help, axpenaim
institutional maintenance, particularly where there iz a larger number of
children in one femily, is obviated.

r“.

(¢) Evening ittendant Service

e
]

This service is designed to provide help to old people living alone
but who do not reguire more help than half to one hours attention bafm
retiring for the night. The number of old people who require this serwit
is, however, not considerable. i

(@) HNight Attendant Service

This scrvice provides for old people who are seriously 411 end live
alonce The helpers usually go at 10 pome and stay until ¥ a.m. the fol
morning, and attend each night, inecluding Eunda:.', until the ;ntimt '
or dics or is removed to hospital. Assistance iz also given for s
nights to relatives who are unsble to stay every night throughout.
service has proved to be of great value to old people living alone,
whom have strong nostalgic attachments to their homes.

(e) Child Care Service

This new domestic help service was introduced by the County Counci
on the 1st April, 1957. The scheme was designed to help the so-cal
Problem Families, the objectives being threefold; to raise the astandard o
living of thcse familiea, to improve the standard of Child Care, and -’u- i
prevent the break-up of the family. 5

SECTION C.

SANTTARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Water Sucply

The weter supply within the Urban District is provided by two
undertakinzs, vis., by Ashford Urban District Counell and by the hidd
Water Company.

The Council provides the supply for Central and South Ashford and Ne
and South Willesborough, and the Wid-Kent Water Company for Eemlmg‘bum

Aghford Urban Distriet Council Undertaskings
This supply is obtained from the following three sources.

(i) Westwell

There are four gravel-sersen bore-holes, each with pumping plant
installed capeble of abstracting 10,000 gallons per hour from each bo
4 softening plant (Clark's F:weaaj iz in operation here. Flpe oo
and entry of sand reduced the combined output of the Station to 22,000
per hour, but by remedial measures this was increased to 27,000 g. pabe
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Alterations to the water tower were also carricd out 4o permit the
- injection of sulphate of slumina and calgon and achieve a guicker contact
period of trestment. The water is pumped by an electrieally-driven Pump

to a covered reservoir (ocapacity 1,000,000 gallons) at Potter's Corner, from
where it enters the supply network. There is a comnsction between this
reservoir and two stand-by reservoirs (280,000 and 36,000 gallons respectively)
‘at Barrow Mill and a connection with the Kid-Kent Water Company' s supply at
Fotter's Corner for emergenocy use. There iz a further connection for
emergency use with the Mid-Kent Water Company's supply in the Canterbury food
at Little Bybrook.

_gu} Henwood
N TR

This supply comes from four wells with interconnecting adits
approximately 4O feet deep. Trom the electrically driven pumps (with
etand-by steam plent) the water is pumped into the supply netvork and the
surplus is diverted into the reservoir at Fotter's Cormer.

The above two supply the whole of Central and South 4shford.
(4ii)  Himdhill

~ This water comes from & borechole epproximately 200 fect deep, being
reised by compressed air into a storage edit. It is then pumped by
Heciprocating Centrifugal pumps to a ¢overed rescrvoir at Broomfieclds
{100,000 gallons) from where it enters the supply network for the whole
of North end South Willesborough. There is & connection for emergency
use with the Central and South Ashford supplies at the Railway Bridge,
Hythe Road.

The waters from these three sources are all chlorinated, as an
additionel measure of safety, though the untreated waters have in successive
yeara been of exeellent bacteriologiecal and chemieal guality.

By arrangement with the Public Health Laboratory Service samples for
‘bacteriological examination sre taken from the sources, reservoirs and points
‘of the distribution network at the rate of seven each month from the
Ashford Urban District Council's own supplies. Samples for chemical anslysis
arc alsc taken before and after treatment from the three sources at guarterly
intervals., The Mid-Kent Water Company take two samples monthly from the

sources of their supplies to the district.
B amination of Samples taken during the Year

e p— B S e s = S e e e

1 HE Bacteriological

Chenical

: Now flesults Lo, hesults
! Raw Water 80 78 Satisfactory 10 Satisfactory

| 2 Unsatisfactory

| Treated Water 56 Satisfactory
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13 Satisfactory
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i There are six houses not connceted to the public supply mains , Tour
~of these are situate in Beaver Lane. 8,694 houses are connected to ihe
Public mains.

[

‘The Mid-Kent Water Compan

(1) Parhos

~ This water is take. from the chalk, the well being about 200 feet
€eep. It is pumped to Hastingleigh Reservoir (capacity 500,000 gallons)
o g _' where it reaches the Kemnington supply networl,
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(ii) Charing

This water is obtained from the greensand and the borings are L3
approxinately 160 feet deep. It is pumped tu Fairbourne and Charing Hill
Reservoirs (capacity 1,000,000 and 283,500 gallons respectively). These
reservoirs afford o subsidiary or auxiliary supply to Kennington.

Drainage and Eeweram

Ho new public sewerage schemes were undertaken but eight private ho
previously draining to cesspools, were connected to a private sewer |
constructed to discharge intc the public sewer.

8,700

Total number of inhabited houscs (including Flats) 48  ses

Total number of houscs connected to the sewers e
Humber of houses not connected to the sewers —
Swimming Baths

The Swimming Bath water is chlorinated by a break-point chlorinator :
there is also an electric suction sweeper for cleansing the basin of the
The size of the bath is 100 x 25 yards, and its capacity 600,000 gallons.
Regular samples of the water were sent for bacteriological examination an
were satisfectory.

Disinfection

low that so-called "terminal' disinfection is considered to be of
little walue for the more common infectious diseases . though essential fi
limited number - disinfection wurk was limited to houses vacated by t

patients in an infectiocus state, and there were five such disinfectio

Eredication of ‘Il'emjn
The number of houses found to be infested with vermin was as fo

R e

,
| ume | Fleas | Cooirosches
i Couneil houses |r L ' 10 E 3 ..
| f

Other housecs ]| 2 i 11 1 4 oupll

e e R ——— —imaa ]

Bug infestations are becoming increcsingly rare and modern technique
insecticides secure complete eradication by a single treatment. Flea
infestations can still be troublesume. A number of requests were rece
from the public for assistance or advice to deal with invasions of their
huuges by various insects such as earwigs and ants - 17 infestations of t
latter were dealt with. The use of aldrin powder has provided a cheap
and very effective method of destroying ant infestations. Some 42 me P
nests were also dealt with. 3

By arrangement with the Hospital Authorities a disinfestation servi
is provided for the local Genersl Hospitals and Isolation Hospital.
Regular preventive treatments have brought about a very satisfactory leve
of control.

At the beginning of the fly breeding sesson selected parts of (e
School kitchen buildings in the district are sprayed end this has pro __
to effect a good measure of control. There is as yet no sign of resista
among fliss to the chlorinated hydrocarbon insecticides. '

Hats and ice Destruction

Redent infestations in domestic premises were, as before, dealt
of charge and ther. werc some 98 of these necessitating 491 visits, which
represents & substantial reduction on last years figures. Such conslste

"
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good results were obtained employing anti-coagulant poisons in speeial

baiting boxes for both rat and mice destructicn that this has become the
principal method used, thereby reducing
each job. A charge has to be preferred in the case of infestations oecurring

on business premises. Careful contrcl has
any infestation arising on the Council'

which is near the Housing Estate.

the number of calls necessary to

been exercised to guard against
s new refuse tip in Beaver Road

The town sewerage cystem has o low rat population and no doubt arising
from that is the low incidence of surface infestation in the town. As last

year, the older sewerage system in the town centre received ¢
treatments whilst selected manholes on
the distriet. Innovations were the use of Warfarin Ant
oatmeal bait with a mould inhibitive and

wo complete

ly were baited throughout the rest of
i-ooagulant in

the deliberate interwval of five and
eight days betwsen successive baitings in an effort to clear rats which are
believed to migrate through the system pericdically.

Analysis of Fublic Health Inaggctnrs Vizits.

Bakehouses

Butchers

Dairies

Fried Fish Shops

Ice Cream Premises
Itinerant Vendors and Stalls
Licenced Premises

Registered Food Manufacturers (not included under Butchers)
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LR X ]

CRCR

L

LN

EC !

Ho. of Viszits
and re-visits

15
L0
56
1
33
275
39
-3h

Restaurants, Cafe and School Canteens and Works Canteens and Clubs 34

Slaughterhouses
Other food premises
Fish.shorn

Rats and lice Destruction
MHlrer Vermin
Council House Inspections

| 014 Persons

| Dirty Houscs

| Kceping of Animals

| Offensive Acoummulations or Deposits
| Offensive Odours

Dustbina

S5lum Clearsnoe
- Housing, adequacy of
Tents, Vans and Sheds

Houging Acts
Houses demolished
i --u " é"'-' E’rmts

Smoke sbatement =~  Observetions
Vieits

Miscellaneous

‘Pets dct
i Ps Act
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fouscs inspected re defects under Fublic Health and
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140
6

133
63
203

16
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2h
72
22
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56
520
32

1,070
33

23

8l

75
246
172
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20

384
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PACTORILS ACT, 1937

1. TIngpections for purposes of provision as to health
f:lnaluﬂin.g inspection made h;, Fublic li¢alth Inspectors).

e sl = e v e e———

' % e sata .
 Humber | Inspée=  Written | Occupiers T
Premises ! on keg- 'tiana ' Notices | Prosecuted
ister i g '
B ol (2 |3 (1) (5)
¥ -i#hor.lna . i Hestion. 1 | 3' i i
&,h.anﬂﬁ mtuhemfumadbyu 2n gl e s
Tocal Authority : : |
Factories not ineluded in (i) : : |
whieh Seotion 7 is enfnrmﬂbythni '
‘Local Authority P 13 | 85 Jrasi -
I ]
Other premises in which Section | | :
i enforced by the Local I . !
ority (excluding out-workers | j :
H" ! 2 j : - -
Y ! o !
Totsd | 157 | 77 o= -
2, Cases in which defeccts were found.
e s e —— e e S = e T
: | sisifis lfumber of
o | efe cases in
FParticulars 'Found | Remedied | To H.M. By H.M. which
Inspector | Inspector Frosecutions
were
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e Temperature 5, 3) - - - o =
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Hoolrecds Estote
Ea; Bed~sitting room type - &
2 bedroom type - 6

ﬂﬂm Road Estate

- 1
Bed-sitting room type - 13
1 bedroom type = 27
) 2 bedrcom type - 28
- 28
- 20
- 12
d Enst Stour Farm - 13
- 48
alows
i - 12
’hﬂmﬂ-rm Eztate L 4
ser of 'ﬂn:l.‘l:a provided by the Council 60 1,540
_ﬁ!'a'ridﬂ by private enterprise i &07
ina ions for Counecil Houses registered to 1L4th January, 1358
_oe ua.-t-. housed
unaupleu living m.ﬁ.ahf'orﬂ ses  www wew  ase 120
Mfﬂiliﬂﬂ T L Ty “ew i
Mﬂ. E LY - . L - 35
LA ] L LR ] CRN 2_5
LI LELE LI - ew J-I-
wl LR o CEN a ll|- 25&
Ashford, living elsevhere and adeguately housed
“ 'ﬂﬂ‘l!pllﬂ LN ] LU - . LN ] 25‘
#ﬁm fuiliga - a9 LN ] - w - . E?‘
'_ flhlti]i&ﬂ T s - rew 1?
fmiliﬁﬁ aaw saw e aw 9’
m ﬂhilﬂ- fﬂmiliﬂﬂ LN ] LR LR B ] o 2 JJ-I-B
cants for bed-sitting room flets of whom 18 are householders 11
nts for old peoples dwellings who arc already houscholders He
louseholders in Ashford deemed to be adequately housed 125

: .-ﬂi.?wt to either demolition or closing orders. A proposal to deal with
Aurther twelve houses wes submitted and received Mindsterial approval.,
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In spite of a shortage of Council Houses, the tenants were rehoused
as the programime proceeded except in two instances where accommodation was
awaited.

Rent fct, 1357

Although this set is not designed primarily as a 'health' measure, the
six months since it came into operation has seen a large smount of repair
and maintenance work put in hand which ¢an only have a good effect on the
enviroument of the tenants affected. Dy the end of the year, 35 application
for disreapir certificates had been dealt with and in 34 instances the
decision was to issue certifices which only proved necessary in & of them
(as the ovners gove the statutory undertakings to undertake repairs). ‘.‘E]:_h‘*"
Rent Act inwvolved some 84 visits and & grest deal of unrecorded attendance &
gueries from owners and tenants.

SECTIOH E.

i
oy

INSFECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

Milk Supplies

There are in the Urban District five producers of milk of whom one !
producer/retailer, Of the producers three have attested herds. From t
surrounding districts four producer/rctnilers deliver in the Urban area.
are twenty-two registered distributors of milk snd nine dairies registere
the local authority.

Dairics arc regulerly inspected to ensure that the stendards presc
by the Milk and Dairies Regulations 1949 are maintained. Samples of
course of delivery, are token regularly. Periodic samples of milk are
from retailers for examination for the prescnce of Tubercle Baeilli and
year one of nine such samples revesled a tubercle infecticn, which was
communicated to the Ministry's Animal Health Division. Imrediate &
were made to pasteurisc the milk snd a suspect animal was culled owk. =

During the yenr, the following samples werc taken for examination in
accordrnoe with the tests preseribed by the ¥ilk and Dairies {Epeﬂi.ﬂ. m
Repulations.

e e s e b

i Satisfacto | Unsatist
| i L

i Tuberculin Tested e “ew | 2

IL st‘.‘ rilised *ew Y E 1

i FPasteurised W e i 23

Ice Cream

The main monufacturers cchieve a uniformly high standerd in their p
and wnsatisfactory results again arose where the product is sold locss a
more vulnercble to any lapse in the sterilising of serving utensils. I
to sell ice cream arc granted in respect of the pre-packed article but no
control can be exerocised in respect of catering establishments. Sampld
accordingly concentrated on the sale of "looze' ice cream.

Toe Croan _m_il}rmilﬁ-rnﬂsz Grode 3 | Gmdeh. Total

1, Samples of 'loose’ 5

g e A

| |

| Samples prepacked R s - 1 7
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| el
| The one Grade 4 sauple of pre-packed ice eresm was not from a manufacturer

| of national repute. One catering esteblishment locally produces ice cream by

by the complete cold mix process and retails it "locse'. One general shop has
for yeara sold 'loose' iee cream, g

| Some 77 shops and four school premises are now registered for the sale of
ice cream. Compliance with the Food Hypiene Regulations iz first neCassSaAry,
Although pre-packaged a number of lines of partially open pack:s are becoming
popular es they facilitate making up corneis or sandwiches. The unwrapping by
vendors is discouraged.

Mest and other Foods
Imsound Food (Food end Drugs Act, 1938)
gund red

3 ARs. 1be,
l“mﬂt arw 'E:'_ Gust&rd Fowder o '!i-é

Bacon Bllllﬂﬂ. pea 1008 Spu.g]'letti e 16

Tongue E i i7 Egg Powder i L
 Corned Beed 338 Tinned Milkc ik 1282
? Kimy ) a 1 'ege'[:ables e j?-ll-ii
| Veal Loaf or Beef Loaf 1065 Meat and Vegetebles .. 1
.Blﬂﬂn -uw 15‘1’03 Bwp aw Eai
| Stewed 3teak s Hﬂ% Fruit e 1022
;Imnham Keat A 237% Tomatoes iy L79%
| Fi!h = 50% P'l.td-rlil‘.ig Mixture X} ‘I-I-
%h‘.‘it Juicesa o ew Eai Cerenl aw 1

Fork s 374 Chicken “es b
Jam s i E Liver Pes Ibéif

M T 99' Dyried Fruit “wa 10

_Bm e # Mormelade e E'

Sausazes 85 Strained Food i 153
Sweets i L

almonds wen 28

Total weight condemned : 2 tons 11 owts. 1 gtr. 3% lba.

Rejected meat from the slaughterhouse, unfit bacon and butchera meat is slashed
and soaked with green aniline dye after which it is removed for the manufacture of
 by-products in ancther part of the county, Other foodstuffs, comprising mainly
unsound tinned foods are disposed of by dumping st the Council's refuse dump where
controlled tipping is practiced.

It is regretted that routine inspection of food premises did not receive the
attention that it needed during the year owing to many pressing demends on staff
time 4 survey follows to give an indication of somc of the positive improvements
‘in food premises achicved during the year though they do mot record woluntary
‘improvenents made which wore considerable.

: There are some 29 preumises registered for the manufacture of meat products
(mostly saueages) end the number of visits given dees not fairly represent the time
pent in on-the-spet talks to food handlers snd managoment, whieh in my view is the
ost dmportant form of hygicne propaganda - with the possible excoption on the

sed for teaching the prineiples to school children.

A in an effort to ensure a safv standerd of washing up at the Market Tea Stalls
8 serdcs of tests of washing up waters was carried out thanks to the co-operation
of the Public Heslth Laboratory Service. Temporatures of the samples were
recorded. The various detergents in use were also sempled and exazined as to thedr
Bfiects on bactoris under controlled conditisns. Intercst in the results was
‘stimulated and greatly helped efforts made o persuade stall holders to use
etergent/sterilant nixtures for washing up. The most striking fact emerging
ever was that the best results were obtained where stallholders had accustomed
{themselves to and practiced washing up in very hot wnter.

. lany manufacturers put forward claims as to the sterilizing properties

6f their products, but in the practical application these claims may prove unfounded.
The time 1s overdue when a netionsl standard should be laid down for the guidance

of the trade and the Public Health Inspectors as to the sterilizing properties

it detergents for waching up in all catering establishments. This ia already

done in the case of approved Oxidising or Preservative Asents permitted to be
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