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l AARPORD TRPAN DISTRIOCT EKRNT

AJOUAL REPORT OF T WEDIGAL OFFICER OF HEALTH AND
SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
FOR_1h5 YBAR 135

" To the Chairman and Councillors nf the Ashfeord Urban
Distriet Council.

- lr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

< I have the honour to present to you my Annual Report for
the year 1956.

The estimate by the Registrar Gemeral of the mid-year
Heme Population was 26,000 i.e. an. inerease of 230 over that
- of the previous year.
y The number of live-births was 377 i.e. an increase of
14 over that of the vrevious year and the erude birth-rate was
14.5 r 1,000 resident population; when adjusted by the
Repistrar General's Comparability FPactor which is based on a
gtandard population balanced for age and sex distribution, the
adjusted rate becomes 14.93. The high post-war birth-rates
have gradually declined to an equilibrium around 15 where they
are likely to remain stationary.

The number of still-births was 7, giving a rate of 18.23
~ per 1,000 total (live and still) births, which compares
- Tavourably with that of 23.0 Tor Zngland and Vfales and may
be regarded as being an index of careful ante-natal supervision
gnd obstetric attention.

There were 6 infant deaths, I male and 2 female, and the
eguivalent infantile mortality rate was 15.63 which also
compares favourably with that of 23.8 for England and YWales.
Three of the 6 deaths (see table on page 14) were due to
prematurity which is invariably the chief cause of infant deaths,
- and 5 of the 6 deaths occurred within the Tirst week, i.e.

the neo-natal period.

. It is sgain very pleasing to record ihal there was no
- maternal death due to pregnancy, childbirth or abortion, and

that there has been no death since 1948, At the beginning of
this Century, the rate throughout the Country was relatively
ﬁigh and remeined more or less atationary at 4 d&athspor 1,000 births
until 1936, when it began to fall owing to a combination of
rious factors; for example, the introduction of the
phonamides in 1936 and of Ponieillin in 1901 and of other later
Brful antibioties has reduced Puerperal Sepsis, which was a
“major cause of morbildity and mortality, to a minimum; the
Fidwives Act 1936 introduced a domociliary service of the whole-
. time salaried liidwives, whose s%ill became available to a much
darger number of expectant mothers; also Hospital facilities
- and equipment were greatly improved, including a greater number

of bede and the more common use of blood tranafusions; finally
‘the National Health Service Aet 1946 which came into operatien
- in 1948 provided gratis the services of the family Doector.

. The total number of deaths from all causes was 253 (132
’}_I!alea. 121 femalea) and the corresponding crude death rate was
- 2473; when adjusted by the Registrar General's Comparability
;;*tor, as for births, the adjusted rate becomes 9.15; that

r Ingland and Wales was 11.7.

. The chief cause of deaths was Heart and Circulatory or
vascular lesions, the majority of which occurred naturally amongst



the aged.

Diseasze of the Coronary Artery of the Heart is, however,
an exception, in that it claims many victims amongst the middles
agad. There were L5 of these deaths, apart from those disabled
by the disease. As 15 common eXperience, the deaths predeminat
in the males; 22+ of the male deaths and 11% of the female dsafl
were under 60 years. This disease is one of three disesses,
the other two being Cancer of the Lung and Leukaemia, which have
been inereasing in incidence during the last 25 years, notwith-
standing the great advances that have been achieved in medieal
science and knowledge. The hypothesis that it is a psysho-
somatic disease precipitated by the stresses azsociated with the
inereassing pace of modern competetive existence and with excess
smoking which acts as a sedative to stress, has many advocates.

Canecer, as expected, caused the second highest number of
deaths, in all 38, It is not known how many of these deaths
were prolonged by treatment, but it is known that the great _
progress which has been made in modern surgical techniques and
radio-therapy can completely cure the disease if the diagnosis
is made reasonably early.

Cancer of the Lung caused 10 of these deaths, and it is
significant that they were all in males. The ages at death
were L9, 53, 59, 60, 61, 65, 66, 66, 69 and 79 years; that is,
LOii were 60 years or under, and 90% were under 70 years of age.
It is uwneguivoeal that the excessive inhalation of tobacco smoka
acts as an irritant to the tissues of the lung and bronchi and
that probably in susceptible individuals cancercus changes may
become suerimposed; particularly if these individuals work
in vitiated atmospheres, such as those made impure by the fumes
of conbustion engines. Iff, however, smoking is a primary cause
and not just a contributory cause, it is difficult to reconcile
this surnposition with the fact that ths majority of smokers dis
a natural death in o0ld age Trom other causes.

Bronchitis was the third major cause of deaths, but the
majority of these were amongst the aged. Apart from the
diathesis or hereditary disposition involved in this disease,
vitiated atmospheres and the inhalation of tobacco smoke are
aggravating factors. Much, however, has still to be learned
about the causation, pathology and treatment of this disease.

The other causes of death were miscellaneous, amongst which
there was no exceptional influence.

There was no death due to the infectious diseases.

An epidemiec of Yhooping Courh occcurred (195 cases having
been notified), a: may be expected when there is a sufficient
number of susceptible children. The first case occurred in
February and gradually spread throughout the year reaching a peas
in Decomber. There is no effective method of preventing this
disease as it is very highly infectious for about seven days
before the parents fully realise its nature, and as children are
usually allowed to attend shcool during the period, the infection
spreads rapidly throughout the crowded c¢lass-rooms. Although
it is a very distressing disease, it is not, on the whole,
dangerous te life, apart from its chief complication viz. broncht
mneumonia which infrequently supervenes; this complication is
most dangerous in infants a fow wecks or months old and may ]
develop rapidly i.e. within 12 = 24 hours to an advanced stage;
in infante, also asphyxiation and collapse of the lung, may -
cceur Irom tho excessive seecretion of catarrh. Infania,
Eherefore, should be protected from infection, where possible.
The majortiy of cases of broncho-pneumonia are due to secondary |
bacteria invading the lung tissue and usually respond to
antibiotiec treatment. There are firm grounds for optimism
that the medern vaceines will effectively prevent the disease, 8E
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_ammunisatiun against Diphtheria has been proved. These vaccines
will be available in the County Child Welfare QOentires for
Hmmanisation in 1957 - 58, in addition to these now aveilable
‘through the family Doctor.

There was al=o sn outbreak of lMeasles, which usually

loocurs every second year when there is a sufficient number of
Busceptible children; 123 cases wers notified. Like Whooping
Dough, this disease s most infectious for several days before

it 15 recognised by the parents and also spreads rapidly through-
out class-rooms. Fortunately, by itself, it is not a serious
disepse and it is preferable that it should oceur in childhood
frather than in adolescencé or adult life. Occasionally,
howaver, as in Whooping Cough broncho-pneumonia, which is its
‘ehief complication, supervenes, and perticularly in infants, may
be dangerous; the majority of cases, however, respond to
Bntibiotic treatment, if not too advanced. There iz no effective
means of prevention apart from the use of Convalescent Serum or
Gamma Globulin, which, however, only confers a temporary passive
dAmmunity and are only of practicsl walue for use in children,
fwho are suffering from some other serious or debilitating

dllness and who have been exposed to lMeasles within the past
five days. Gomma Globulin is available at the Public Health
‘Laboratory, Preston Hall, Maidstone, on application.

; Twelve sporadic cases of Scarlet Fever were notified.

n its present phase, this is a mild disease compared with its
iTormer virnlence, and the majority of cases are nursed at home
iwhen social conditionz are satisfactory. Treatment by the
Bulphonemides and/or Antibioties to which the organism is
Bensitive, has largely rcplaced the use of Antitoxin. The most
common complication is Otitis Media. Occasionally types 1iv
jand xii are involved in small epidemices, and these types may
icanse Acute Nephritis. Uhen a school-child suffers from this
dlsease, it is advisable that negative swabs from the nose and
Ehroat should be obtained before the child is allowed to return
to school as small outbreaks may be kept going by profuse

convalescent carricrs; immumne nasal carriers are invariably the
source of infection.

. Two cases of Erysipelas were notified. This was formerly
a4 very serious infection of the skin commonly teminating in
éﬁﬁth, before the use of Sulphonamides and/or Antibioties, which
P:= spegecifiec in treatment.

! 81X cases of Puerperal Pyrexia were notified. Puerperal
;5;513 iz now uncommon due to specifie treatment by the

sulphonamides and/or Antibiotice when the causal organism
8 Bensitive to them.

' One case of Paratyphoid B. Fever occcurred, the patient
08 t: a girl aged 15 years. The source of infection could not
De r

* traced. Appropriate preventive measures were taken and no
[n cases occurred.

~  Oixteen cases of Acute Primary Pneumonian were notified.
*& Becondary Pneumonias are not notifiable, the total number
L8 unknown. There were seven deaths, mostly in aged people.
fien the causal organism is sensitive to the Sulphonamides
id/or Antibiotics treatment is usually specific; before

51
t;tigtrnduntion of the latter, Pneumonis was a major causs of

m=1

llo other infectious diseases were notified.

Almost all the infectious diseases caused by bacteria can
Foday be successfully treated by the Sulphonamides and/or
mtibioties; for example, those bacteria which cause Typhoid
id Paratyphoid Fevers, Dysentery and Food Poisoning, Meningitis,
(féumnonia, Scarlet Fever, Erysipelas, Fuerperal Sepsis and
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Staphylococeal infections and others.

The virus diseases, however, present a more complex
proplem.

There is sound reason for optimism, however, that the moi
formidable of these, viz. the virus of Poliomyelitis, will be
made innoeuous by the new British vaccine and that immumnisati
by this vaceine will become a routine measure in prevention a
for Diphtheria, Whooping Cough and Smallpox, when suffTicient
vaccine becomes available.

Probably the next most formidable virus is that of
Influensza; vaccines for immanisation against this disease ar
aleo being produced and it is hoped that they will prove effe

There are other less known viruses which attack the cent
nervous system, such as these which cause Benign Aseptie
leningitis and Encephalitis which, elinieally, may easily be
mistaken Tor non-paralytic Poliomyelitis; and there are
which attack the recpiratory system, causing a-typical
Fneumonias, Laryngo-tracheo-bronchitis, and throat and nasal_
inﬂ:rcticms with Tebrile catarrh. Although these EI'L‘I‘IJ.EE D:f
viruses are not usually dangerous to 1ife, they are the cause
of much illness and absenteecism from school and employment.

A Virmlogleal Service has been cstablished within the
Public Health Laberateory Service to study thesse viruses.

Regarding Tuberculosis, ten new cases of the Respiratory
type were notified. The annual average since pre-war yes
has been 20 but since 1950 there has been a gradusl decline
both in morbidity and mortality. The Chest Physician for th
area 1s responsible for the ascertaimment, the investigatio
of sources of infection, including contacts and the arrangs
for treatment; there is now no waiting 1list for beds in
and patients arc guickly admitted. Treatment has made gr
progress and unless the discass is too far advanced, it can b
completely cured. In the field of prevention the Mass
Radiography Service which visits the Distriet periodically
invaluable in the detection of early, latent, or unsuspect
cases who would have become open sources of infﬁctinn tec o
also X-ray facilities in Hospitals are more readily available
to Practitioners. A notable step forward iz the scheme to
offer D.C.G. vaccination to children of 13 years through thnk
of the School kedieal Service.

Three new casee of the non-respiratory type were noti
of (i) kidney, (ii) hip-joint (iii) ecervical gland. The sou
of infection were not fraced through the milk supplies or fro
other source.

There were no deaths from Tuberculosis during the year, |
reflects the success of modern treatment. '

In conclusion, I would like to tale this opportunity of

thanking you for your interest and assistance in the work of

the Department and also the staff for their very efficilent
services, !

I zm,
Your obedient Servant,
J. MARSHALL
M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H,
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QLUSES OF DEATH IN ASHFORD URBAN DISTRICT
DURING 1
Males  Females
ALL, CAUSES
| 43e
Tnb&ruulusia, ruspiratnr:,r o 5 s 1 - i -
Tuberculosis, other G i e n = -
S8yphilitie disease S . .. - i -
Diﬂlt’heria - e . b -
Whooping Cough s g i - i -
Meningocoecal infections . sas ves - | -
Acute Poliomyelitis ST i i - 1 -
leaslas ooal e - 5 - | -
Other infective and parasitic diseases sl | - 1 -
Malignant neoplasm, stomach is LA T 1
lMalignant neoplasm, lung, bPﬂﬂuhUB ove aine {10 -
kMalignant neoplasm, breast sxe  ews “es ' - 3
ialignant neoplasm, uterus ‘o 2 : - -
~ Other malisnant and lymphatic nauplﬂsms e i 9 11
Iﬂukﬂ'ﬂmj.ﬂ.’ ﬂlemﬂmiﬂ. - e woE H e =
Diabetes ki St ass - -
 Vascular lesions of nervous systen- ... aeik 20 32
- Coronary disease, angina S i " 27 18
Hypertension with heart Ciseass S S 3 3
Other heart discase = e e 17 2l
Other circulatory diceasc A PR de® 3 5
Inflmnzﬂ “aw o e w | 1 -
3 iﬂ- - aw LR - e i EI- 3
Bronchitis | 3
 Other diseases of respiratory system ... ... 2 -
El&&r ﬂf stomach and ducdenum e . e w -'-I- 1
 Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea wa - - 1
'mmit‘iﬂ' Enﬂ ﬂEPhI‘DEiE - ww LR - w 3 =
1 rplasia of prostate .es aed i 1 -
Pragnancy » childbirth, abortion - nan - -
4 nital malformations A s e - 1
Erthﬂr defined and ill-defined diseases e 5 i3
tor vehicle accidents . ne e ' 2 -
=.&11 othar aceidents e el A 2 L
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SECTION B.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
FOR THE DISTRICT

Loboratory Facilities

The Public Health Laboratory Service which is directed by
the Medical Research Couneil for the linistry of Health is
situated in Preston Hall, British legion Village, Haidstone,
rrovides valuable services on behalf of the Public Health )
Departments of District Counecils, For example, samples of wa
milk, ice=-cream and other food=stuffs are regularly examined,
in relation to Infectious Diseaze their bacteriological report
are of great wvalue.

The local General Hospitals also have their own Laborator
which provide valuable serviees to the other local Hospitals
and to the Practitlioners.

Ambulancee and Hospital Car Service.

The County Couneil, being the Loeal Health Authority
adninisteras this service throughout Xent, but in this District
the St. John Ambulance Brigade, Ashford énrps which ineidenta
iz the oldest Corps in the Cnuntry}, are r&spansihle for the
day to day execution of the s=eorvice. Thers are four Ambulandg
in operation, manned by ten full-time Driver/Attendants, and
panzl of 8t. John Volunteers, whose devotion to duty merits
appreciation. There are alse four Sitting-case Care for
cases, which cope with approximately 90% of these casce. A
cars, when necessary are provided by a panel of volunteer pri
ear owners, iwho are re=imburscd on a mileage basis of payment
The service is adequate for the needs of the District and is
operated very eflficiently.

Tragtment Centres and Clinies

A1l liaternity and Child Welfare, School and Dental Clinies
are adninistered by the County Couneil {f

The following Clinies are held in Ashford:- .
(1) Station Road. This is the central and chief ¢11n1a.anwfj
contained in an "ad hoe' building. "The outlying eclinics are

complementary. Sessions are held on Tuesdays and Thuradays
of each weel: Trom 2.0 D.hi.

(i) Women's Institute Hall, Church Road, North iillesborough

Sessicns are held at 2.0 p.ms on alternate Fridays.

(ii1) The Adult School Hall, Gladstone Road, Sout

___ Session are held at 2.0 p.m. on Fridays alternating withi
Horth Willesborough Clinie.

(iv) The Women's Institute Hall, Faversham Road, Kennington.

Sessions are held at 2.0 p.ms on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdaye
of each month. |

(v) ZThe Commmnity Centre, Beaver Lane, Seuth Ashford,

Sescions are held at 2.0 p.m. on 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednesday
of each month,
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Ante-natal, Post-natal and Women's Welfare Clinics.

These eclinies were closed in April, 1957

Behool Medieal Serwvice Clinies

The following four clinics of the Scheol Kedical Service
are now held at the main Station Road Clinic.

a) Dental Clinic

J b) Ophthalmic Clinic
(o] Liinor Ailment Clinio
d) B8peech Therapy Clinic

{e) Orthopsedic Clinie

This elinic is held at Ashford Hospital, is administered
by the Regional Hospitals Board and appointments are made by the
County Puplic Health Department on behalf of school-children.

It is held on the 1st Thursday of sach month at 2 p.m.

Venereal Diseases Clinics

This elinie is held at Ashford Hospltal on Hondays and
lednesdays at 10 - 11 a.m. for Females and from 11 = 12 noon
Tfor Hales.

Luberculosis Clinic

This elinic is held at Ashford Hospital on Tussdays and
‘Pridays from 9.30 a.mn.

‘Hospitals

a) Ashford General - accommodation 138 beds
b) Willesborough General - accommodation 137 beds
¢) Infeecticus Diseases - accomnodation 40 beds

-'E-Piﬁ'h& Nursineg Homes

The Grosvenor Clinig

The Grosvenor Senatorium ceased to admit patients suffering
from Tuberculosis in June 1956 and from July 1956 was adapted
28 a Privaete Nursins Home, with ample and excellent accommodation
for Maternity, Surgical and ledical patients. The standards
‘maintained in the Home are first-class, and it is fully eguipped
including modern theatres and X-ray Department.

There is no other PWursing Home in the Distriect.

and Midwyifery Services

The County Council also administers these services. On

~ the local staff, there are six full-time Home Nurse/ilidwives
i'Wiio are engaped in Hidwifery and Haternity Wursing and in the

Jllome Nursing of the sick. The standard of service given by
the Nurses is excellent and there is complete co-operation

© between them and the Practitioners. The majority of patients

- mureed in their homes are elderly chronic sick, many of whom

v are awaiting beds in Chronic Sick Hospitals which are still

;naﬂaquate to cope with the waiting list.

-?ﬁd: llaternity and Child Telfare Service.

. This service iz also adninistered by the County Council,
There are five Child Welfare Centres within the Distriet, which

- are convenlently situated for mothers, and the attondances are

- Well maintained. The value of these Clinies is reflected in the
adually falling Infant Mortality rate in the Distriet. Every
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baby brought to the Clinie is regulerly examined and weighed
to ansure that no unsuspected defects exlst and that growth
is normal and vigorous. The sale of essentisl foods and
vitomin complements at cost price is else of valus to the
mothers, Iimunrisation against Diphtheria and Vaccination
ageinst Smallpox are also valuable services of proved preven
valuc. available st these Clinies and immunisation against
Yhooping Cough will be iade avallable in 1956,

The following table gives the nunber @d causes of death
amongst infants, i.e. under one year of age, during the ye

lionths 1.2 1'3 !l;__ _:.5_5-1!?__ 819 !1-:} T
Prematurity pa el ':""3' = -!_ =
Broncho-pneuncnia !1 ?-i o E- Y | 1 1 = A= N
Heo-natal death due to : ! i : 1 % ?
chatetric complications 1 | = =~ e S }- == | = = e

e e

|

The Domestie Help Serviece, the Family Help and the Evening
and Nizht Attondant Servieces. ; i

(2) The Domestic Help Serviece of the County Council has
become a very important health service in the home and has
rapidly expanded within recent years. The service is
administered periphorally by Ares and Local Domestic Help
Organisers and the assesament of incomes of applicanta is
by the Distriet Officers. In this District there is an a
pool of Domestic Helps, who are paid 3/- per hour and ther
a sliding scale of charges based on the family income of %
applieant, the maximum charge being 3/94. per hour. (
Lo
The majority of those whe benefit from the service are
the aged and inTlem and chronic sick and most of these reco
the scrvice free of charge. Regard, however, should be gi
to the faet that many would degenersate into Chronic Sick
Hospital cases, without this service, where mointenanee co
would far oxceed the cost of domestic help. The serviece
is also of great value to lying-in mothers and to thosa mot
who are discharged from Hospital follewing operations, and
others suffering from miscellanceous illnesses. The service
relicves anxiety and stress in the home particularly where
there are children under five years of age and aids thae re
of the mother from illness. i

(b) ZThe Pamily Help Servige :

Frior to the recont introduction of this service, it wi
necessary to remove ehildren, particularly those under five
years of age, to expensive Children's Institutions from fam
in which the mother was azbsent from the home through severs
illness, death, estrangement, desertion or separation or otl
causc. The serviee is designed to provide help and cara :
the children whilst the father 1s at work and the FPamily-
Help may be required to reside in the home,  The maximam
period of help is for three menths, during which period the
father is oxpected to make permancnt arrangements for the e
of his children. This is a waluable serviec and although
there is only a small number of Tamilice who require this h
cxpensive Institutional mointcnance, particularly where
is a large number of children in one Tamily, is obviated.

(e) The Evenine Attendant Service

This service is designed to provide help to old people
living alone but who do not require more help thon half te
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houra attention befors retiring for the night. The number
of old people who reguire this service is, however, not
considorable.

(d) The Night Attendant Service

|

This service provides for old people who are seriously
411 ond live alone. The helpers usually go at 10 p.m. and
gtay until 7 a.m. the following morning, and attend each
night, including Sunday, until the patient recovers or dies
 or is removed to Hospital. Assistance is also given for
. gaveral nights to relatives who are unable to stay every night
" throughout. This service has proved to be of great value to
old people living alone, most of whom have sirong nostalgic
attachments to their homes.

SECTION _C,

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

flater Supply
The water supply within the Urban Disirict is provided

by two undertakings, viz., by Ashford Urban District Couneil
and by the Mid-Fent Water Company.

*  The Council provides the supply for Central and South
“Aghford and North and South Willesborough, and the Lid-Kent
Water Company for Xemnington.

Fluorine Analyses - At the regusst of the Dental Association
ive samples of water supplies from the various sources were
taken to determine the fluorine content of the water. Fluorine

hae & relaticnship to dental caries. Fluorine was found to be

[ naturally present in amcunts which varied from 0.08 to O.4 pep.m.

bu.t' mﬂiﬂlﬂ" about 0.1 PeDealls

Ashford Urben Distriot Council Undertakings

~ This supply is obtained from the following three sources.
(1) Wostwell

___There are four gravel-screen bore-holes, each with pumping
plant inntalleﬂ to abstract 10,000 gallons per hour from each
bore-hole. A softening plant (Clark' s Process) is in operation
here and additional softeninz plant was installed during the year
(P Lto meet the demand for an inecreased outflow from 20,000 to
50,000 gallons per hour) incorporating the use of sulphate
of alumina and calgon. This required increased filtration and
four sand pressure filters were installed in a new extension.
erations to the water tower were also carried out to permit
: injection of sulphate of alumina and calgon and achieve a
P auicker contact period of treatment. The water is pumped by

an electrically-driven pump to a covered reservoir (capacity
1,000,000 gallons) at Potter's Corner, from where it enters the
- supply networl. There ies a connection between this reservoir
and two stand-by reservoirs (280,000 and 356,000 gallons
recpectively) at Parrow Hill and e comnection with the Mid-Kent
ber Company's supply at Potter's Corner for emergency use.
8 i3 a further connection for emergency use with the Mid-

.égitar Company's supply in the Canterbury Road at Little

This supply comes from four wells with interconnecting adits,



approximately 40 feet deep. From the electrieally driven
pumps (with stand=by steam plant) the water is pumped into
the supply network and the surplus is diverted into the
reservoir at Potter's Corner.

The above two supply the whole of Central and South
Ashford.

(iii) Hinxhill

This water comes from a borehole approximately 200 T
deep, being raised by compressed air into a storage adit.
It is then punped by Reciprocating and Centrifugal p 3
to a covered reservoir at Broomfields (100,000 gallons
from wvhere it enters the supply network for the whole of
North and South ¥illesboroush. There is a connection for
emergency use with the Central and South Ashford supplies a%
the Railway Bridge, Hythe Road.

The waters from these three sources are all chlorinated
as an additional measure of safety, though the untreated
waters have in suceessive years been of excellent bacterioleg
and chemical guality. A

Samples

By arrangement with the Public Health Laoboratory Servic
gamples for bactoriologienl oxamination are taken from the
sources, reservoirs and pointe of the distribution network a
the rate of seven each month. Samples for chemical ana
are olso taken before and after treatment from thea thrae
sources at gquarterly intervales. i

Examination of Samples taken during the Year

1 \
: i
|Ho, ! Results 'No,
Raw Water 60 !Satisfactory e
| ireated Water '63 58 Satisfactory '12 Satisfactol

i . B I.Insatiafhctﬂﬂﬂ |

There are six houses not connected to the public supply
mains, four of these are situate in Beaver Lane. 8,831 hou
are connectcd to the public mains,

Ihe Mid-Kent Viater Company

(1) Barham

This water is taken from the chalk, the well being abok
200 Teot deep. It is pumped to Hastingleigh Reservoir
(capacity 500,000 gallonsg) from where it reaches the Kenni.
sunply networlk.

(i1) Charing

This woter is obtained from the greensand and the borin
are approximately 150 feet deep. It is pumped to Fairbao
and Charing Hill Reservoirs (capacity 1,000,00C and 283,5 .
gallons respectively). These reservoirs afford a subsidia
or auxiliary sup»ly to Hennington. '
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. Drainnge and Sewerasoc

A 6" sewer (8,454 ft. long) was constructed to serve 65
new dwelling houses in the first inatance but capable of
saerving an envisaged total of approximately 35C houses. Two
. privately developed Estates commenced draining to the town
pewerage cystom, one by gravitation and the other (serving
*  aventually 170 houses) by pumping. Sludge lagoons at the
. powage dlsposal worlks were constructed during the year increasing
- the storage capacity by approximately 15,000 cubie yards.

Total number of inhabited houses (including

Flﬂ.tﬂ} iB L ] & W L3 I LB ﬂ,ghﬂ
Total number of housce connected to the
E-HWHI'B L L LI N ) - " w 8,‘?09
Mumber of houses not connected to the
sewers ST R T B VN R 236
Swimming Baths

' The attendance at the Ashford Urban District Council bath
suffered as a result of the cold, wet, sunmer season. The

. water is chlerinated by a break-point chlorinator and there is
algo &n electriec suction sweeper for eleansing the basin of the
bath. The sise of the bath is 100 X 25 yards, and its
eapacity 600,000 gallons. Regular samples of the water wers
gent for bacteriolozical examination and all were satlsfactory
(B.Coli presumptive, absent in 100 e.c.s8.)

B; niaction

~ Now that so-called '"terminal' disinfection is considered to
be of little value for the more common infectious discases -
though essential for a limited number - disinfection work was
limited to houses vacated by tubercular patients in an

- infectious state, and there were six such disinfections and
three other disinfections. With the inereasing tendanay for
tubercular patients o be treated at home this figure may

well deeline further.

A case of Anthrax in a cow occurred on a farm in the
- distrist and it was necessary for radical measures to be taken
. to destroy residusl infection. }ilk from the herd is
pasteurized.

_aﬂ ef Vermin

The number of honses found to bo infested with vermin was
a8 follows:~-

Fleas | Coekroaches |
5 2

|
| 1 6
i , i

Council houses

I Other houses

§ e = e - mam ==

_ Bug infestatione arc becoming inereasingly rare and modern
:ﬁaqhniquﬁ and insecticides secure complete eradication by a
single treatment, TFlea infestations are still troublesome, and
©Gspoeially where aged persons are concerned csn be a problem to
ear un without causing distress or discomfort. ihere
plicable, treatments with D.D.T. or Garmexane smolkes have
ven excellent results. A mumber of requests were receivad
'om the publie for assistance or adviece to deal with invasions of
ir houses by various insects such as cluster flies, earwigs
ants - 27 infestationa of the latter were dealt with. The
_of aldrin powder has provided a chesp and very effective
method of destroying ant infestations.
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By arrangement with the Hospital Authorities a disinfestal
gsarvica is provided for the local General Hospltals and
Isolation Hospital. Regular proventive treatments have brough
about a very satisfactory level of eonitrol and in partisular s
one Hosplital the use of chlordane has achleved the aliminatiuq
of a stubborn infestation of the tiny Pharoahs ant (lonomorium
Fharaonis).

At the beginning of the fly breeding season selected parts
of (eight) School kitchen buildings in the distrioct are sprayel
and this has proved o effect a good measure of control.

Rata and lilece Destruection

Rodent infestations in domestic premises were, as before,
dealt with free of charge and there were some 306 of thess
necescitating 633 visita. BSuch good results wore cbtained
employing anti-coagulant poisons in special baiting boxes for
both rat and mice destruction that this became the prinecipal
method used thereby reducing the number of calls necessary
to cach job. A charge has to be preferred in the case of
infestations occurring on business premices. Although
ths number of infestations continue to docrease slowly, it is
now noticeablc that the infestations are lighter as a general
rule. In the early autwm an inereased incidence of rats was
noticeable on the towvn fringe and there was constant re- 3
infestation of tho Counecil's Refuse Tip at Chilmington, ThiE
inereanse was noted elsewhere in the County.

The town sewecrage system, as Judged by two completa
treatments of the older part of the system (around and includi
the tovm eentre), and a 10¥% test baiting in the remainder, has
a very low rat population. There scems no doubt that the
decreased incidence of surface infestations is linked with thil
The total number of infestations dealt with during the year we
134 rat involving 833 visits and 71 mice involving 306 visits.

Sanitary Inspection of the District

Details of inspection work carried outi-

Bﬂ-l‘:ﬂhﬂuﬂ'EE e e w - w - “aw
Dairies s saw vkl b e
Elﬂuﬁhtﬂrhﬂuﬁﬂﬁ "a 8w e aw e A ow
Dther I‘Gﬂds Lxﬂf]ir‘ﬂd L3 L LI | L ] LI

:ﬂéﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ ijj;

bﬁﬂtﬂriﬂ rrrr with MHechanical Power } 'EE ' waw

Factorios without Hechaniacal Power) «a.s css o 14

1'.;‘:?1‘1':;'15!003 W “aw s e e 2
Rﬁﬂtaurﬂnts e waw e e w - 35
Butchers' Ehﬂ'r.lﬁ e “aw o . “-aw lla
Fish Fl‘ying Premises e ran e i REE 5
Licensed Premises o s " aw s s ﬂ
Other Food Fremises aea cuin “ee cae ‘e 103
Icc Cream Vendors " .uw “aw e -a e Llﬂ
R-ﬂt and Tiim} ﬁastruﬂ'tiﬂn "aw o “aw TE aaw 23?
Other Voermin e e s w a e 20
Council House Insmectionsg... res 3 e see 131

House'. Repairs PR - e e “es hz%

Housing, adequecy of ras ‘e ‘e T _

Tentﬂ'l 1"Fﬂ-nd' ﬂ.nﬂ Shﬂﬂs LI L LI O L] L ] 19

PffﬂnEivﬂ Accumulations O s " w .ww e [I-
Keeping of Animals i i Rk R e 16
Dustbinsg 288 “aE s 8w “aw 2
Drain Tﬂﬂting .un R sen .an u e Eﬂ
Drainﬂga REPE.:'.I“E aaw oo e w . e ELIE

Dr&inﬂgﬁ ﬂlB&nsinﬂ e e P anw e e 21:‘

In.factiﬂus Diﬁﬂﬂﬂes R L RN LR LR 1IT
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Wo. of visits
and re=visits

ﬂm-'."lltﬂ Ahﬂtamﬂ‘nt 'R awow ' - mw P 2:
w&tﬂr Buppl;.r e — e P e ED
A 5“'&11“&0‘15 LR L LR o .o 532

. -

Total 3,064

.

Improvements snéd Repairs Effccted.

‘Boves, gutters and fall pipes repaired or renewed ... 58
Roof's repaired - see . ouw F L
"mlimr Etﬂﬂks I"E'pﬂ.i]."ﬂﬂ LR LR LR S - oW 25‘
'ﬂh.im Htaﬂkﬂ I"E'huilt ] TR P a s aw 5
Briﬂkﬁﬂl‘k'rﬂpﬂirﬂd . e " L] 2
Brickwork, pointing renowed il o s s 10
ﬂ'lltbll‘!.lﬂing'a LI LY - . - . 'IEI'

8

6

Bxternal rendering repairecd olaie .y e see
Externcl rendering renevwed aus “im e ‘oo
Accumilations removed s Al

Yard paving S S e s 20
‘Wlindow frames repanired or renewed R 27
Bashoords repaired or rcnewed e R R a4
Putties renewed Sw - mwe  CeeE. e 16
E"':. E-l.'l.ﬂ Gﬁilim‘; Plﬂstc_“ I‘Ep&il"ﬁd CRCH ] - RO L'-'I
1‘ redecorcted e e e w e a 9
tﬂmﬂl Pa.inti'ng a8 s R e e - 5
iuara repaired i e T Sl 20
.-" JLysr EBB 1]1 “Ells Plﬂ'!ﬂdiﬁd oo a8 o - ow 98
;,IJ'“"': 1!‘1 flnﬂl‘ﬁ LR e o ow L ] 1|.i-
Doors repaired or rencwed S Eie e van 14
otaircase repaired e arn sk A 11
=floor ventilation improved g A S Ty L

| Window 8ills ropaired ans Ty s ivh &
Fireplaces renewed or repaired ... e - s 7
Btoves repaired or rencwed “es “os ‘es san 9
ﬂ;ﬂh goppers repairod or renewed ... e g e 3
-':r tilﬂtiﬂn 11?!1!1"0\"311 - aw - w - - ow 2
ghting Amproved R S e - - 2

| thiﬂﬁ Pl‘ﬂ?i-ﬁﬂﬂ e w e e R R 1
:g= ovenants to food promises RERE R, e ey 45
rovamonts to Tactories - s aus " 3

ses cleansed and/or disinfested (not by Dept.) ... 3
8e8 al which drains were repaired ... sae caa 25
Boas At whieh drains were renewoed entirely ... i Fi

ked drains clearcd (not by Dﬂpt U e Lo 7
ercepting traro rixed : P i s T
pegtion chambers built or cn?erc renewed ... i 14
and vent pipes fixed or repaired ... “es “es 10

8 eupply pipes renewsd or repaired ... W s 11
=hand basins provided or renewed ... S "ok &

i waste pipes renewed i v Vi e 9

L8 renewed - ww oW LR " 6‘
ining boards rencwed or provided - i ien 2
!Pmm fixﬂd L ] o LR e oa .]2

. BE&tE renaged aww aw e R E
+'8 repairsd or rebuilt St S R 2L
flushing ecisterns provided ... i S S L
shiing cisterns repaired i F e i 27
1F't!‘apﬂ- renewed “aw s aw e w Y T
ools disecontinued T St L
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SECTION E.

INEFECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

Hilk Sunplies

There are in the Urban Distriet five producers of milk
of whom one is a producer/retailer. Of the produecers three
have attested herds. From the surrounding districts four
producer/retailers deliver in the Urban area. There are
eighteen registered distributors of milk and nine dairies
registered with the loeal autherity.

Dairies are regularly inspected to ensure that the
standarde prescribed by the Millk and Dairies Repulations 1949
ara maintained. Samples of milk, in course of delivery, are
taken regularly and were satisfactory. Periodic samples
of milk are taken from dairies for examination of the presence
of Tuberecle Bacilli and durinz the year 21 such samples all
gava nagative results,

During the year, the following samples werc taken for

examination in accordance with the tests prescribed by the Milk
and Dairies (8pecial Designations) Regulations.

s

i
| - 1
| Tuberculin Tested ey f
| 8terilised aes !
1

LR

B -

1 _

Pasteurised P 9 ol =
| Undesignated raw milk ik 2 | 2

boaa

Ice Cream

All lee cream consumed in the area is lergely manufactured
outside the distriect mainly by two or three large producers
who maintain s high standard of eleanliness and safety in their
produet. BSixteen eamples of ice cream were taken of which two
ungatisfactory results were attributable to failure to sterilize
serving equipment by the vendors. Test resulte following advice
were satisfactory.

i One cafe eetablishment produces ice cream by the cold mix
‘procees for which, owing to a small change in the wording in the
new Food & Druge :Act, registration is not now called for. In

: view this relaxation in the law poverning such an important
Toodstuff is regsrettable.

Sone soventy shops and three school premises are now
‘registered for the sale of ice cream. Compliance with the Food
fygione Regulations are first necessary and registeration is

- limited to the sale of pre-wrapped products. Although pro-
‘packaged a number of lines of partially open packs ars becoming
‘popular as they facilitate making up cornets or sandwiches.

The unwrapping by vendors is discouraged. Only one shop and &
aafe retail ice cream loose for consumption off the premises.

ke, e ok CrramemE e mmm e o

- e e . R A -
|

Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory |



Meat and other Foods

Unsound Food (Food and Drugs Act, 1938

Unsound Food Surrendered

1bs lbs
Ham sl 5= Confectiocnery as
Tongue A 13% Tinned Milk NPT 184
Corned Beef R mcl ?Egetﬂblﬂﬂ e 3
Kidney 2 Meat and Vegetables 1
Veal Loaf or Beof Loof 57 Soup e 14t
Bacon e Bl v Fruit e 52?
Stowed Steak ... u1§ Tomatoss easad iy
Luncheon lieat .+, 207 Paste oo 12%
Pigh aww 1T P‘ledin[{ Mixture 8w 3
Cheessa Soare 10 Cereal 5% 3
Pork . 3 Chicken e 8 :
Frait Juices R 1= Butter i 1?&
Jam . T Fruit Cake o w 12
Eeef o 86 Liver : vk 15
Discuit Meal S L

Total weight condenmed : 1 ton 5 cwits. 1 qtr. 25§ 1lbs.

Rejected meat from the slaughterhouse, unfit bacon and
butchers meat is slashed and soaked with green aniline dye af
which it is removed for the manufacture of byproducte in ano
part of the country. Dther foodsturlfs, comprising mainly

unsound tinned foods are disposed of by dumping at the Council®™s

rofuse dunp where contrelled tipping is practiced.

Routine inspection of food preparing premises, which is

50 very essential, sulfered some reglect during the year cwing 3

to staff difficultiss and additional tims spent on slum
clearance work. There are 28 premises registered for the

sale of meat products. Special attention was devoted, howe ar,

to these meat manufacturing premises snd to the market stalls
sellinz food. This work affords the best opportunity for

impressing the need for hygienic practices and steps to be takar

to avoid risk of foud poisoning.

The Food Hrpienc Repulations are of real assistance to tha

inspectorate in the drive for clean food and are in themselves
good hygicne propaganda. Their implementation iz a slow
painstaking task and in the ignorance of the elementary
principles of personal hygiene sometimes encountered is shown
the need for this subjeet to be included in school curriculum.

Through the co-operation of the Surveyor appropriate plani
are exanined to ensure that food premises when constructed or
altered comply with the Food Hygiene Regulations. This is of
great assistance to all concerned, and thanks are due.

1



Qarcases and Offal inspected and condemnied in whole or in part

e i 1 : Ldie
Cattle | Sheep |
tﬂxcluding' Cows |Calves & Pigs [Horses
Cowa e 5 Lambs %

) killed : 438 a3 | 54 L2z (5417 -

1

ser inspected I L38 85 511 L622 |57 | -

diseases except Tubﬂr-::ulasiai

Cysticerc ! |
i |

le carcases condemnad ' - 2 ‘ 8 16 14 -

i 4 |

igases of which some part or | ,

an was condemned 177 29 | 7 | S 12501 =

i | | ] i

sentage of tho number | | : i

sacted affected with disease | LO.L4 | 37.3 2.9 14| 25.3 =

@r than tuberculoszis and | | .

Tl | i
i i
'.:_l.- culloSl1is O | i |
le carcases condomned - ' - | = S | -
. i | !
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Bn was condemncd L2 i i [L2 - 1 139 =
ntare of the number : ! | I
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losis 6.2 | 12.0 = = e T
l | | |
I|- Fils 0 S i s : i |
35es of which some part cpf '. i 5
n was condemned - FsSy =it - = = =

Bes submitted to treatment ! ! !
Bfrigeration = 2 |
|

:baea and totally
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The output from the two licensed slaughterhouses increased
er the year but the meat was produced under conditions which

t be brought up to modern standards. Throughput of
ﬂla'ughterhﬂusaﬁ is governed by mony factors amongst which is
ineluded the charges made. Whilst it is legally posesible %o
work small slaughterhouses to the limit for which they were
designed the charges of large abattoirs are likely to be higher,
and, in a highly cmpatitiva market this tends to discourage
‘their use. The promised Regulations dealing with the standard
' of these important food preparing premises are overdue,

The stondard of the animals slaughtered continues to be
"FBT:F high. Paet wet summers have contributed to a large
Wastage of sheep liver from liver fluke.






