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ABHPORD UDRBAN DIESBTRICT

ARNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH AND
CHIEF SANITARY INSPECTOR
' FOR THE YBAR 1950

To the Chairman and Councillors of the Ashford Urban District.
Mr. Ehairmaﬁ, Ladies end Gentlemen,

I bez to present to you my Annual Report for the year
ending 31st December, 1950,

The number of live births was 364 civinz a rate of
14.83 per 1,000 estimoted mid-year Home Population. The
nanber of live births in 1949 was 351. The steady decline
in the number of birthc sinee 1947 when the record number
of LB2 was born hass thus not been progreszive,

It is very pratifying to record that although the
number of live births increased, the number of infant deaths
decreased to 4 givin: by far the lowest infantile mortality
rate viz., 10.99 per 1,000 live births, ever rccorded 1n
this Distriect. The average rate since 1939 has been L0,
and the lowest rate previously rccorded was 20 in 1947, when
it rose again to 40 and L2 in 1948 and 1949 respectively,
Although the rate ebbs and flows the relatively low rate
in 1947 and the disproportionately record low rate in
1950 18 eonvineinr evidence that the Health Services to the
population are proving their value particularly in the
latter decennla of this present Century, when at its
beginning the rate was 151, The Infantile Mortality rate
has often been stated to bo the most sensitive available
index with which to assess the living and social conditions
of a2 population. As distinet from the skill and care
doevoted by Practitioners, Hospitsl Obstetricians, Medieal
Officers of Ante-natal Clinies, Midwives and Health Visitors,
there are the environmental factorc which envelop the infant
and influence its mental and physiecal health. For sxamplo,
theroc has been a prorressive improvernent in housing
conditions, which was however unfortunately temporarily
arrested by the two rreat wars when the building of new houses
and the clearance of slums were at a standstill.

Improvement in sanitation and drainage has progrecsed

at equal pacc with that of housing. Few houses in this
Distriet are now infested with vermin such as bugs, fleas,
rats and mice. Constant warfare is waged nzainst inseot
vectors of disease of which the most dangerous in this
country is the common house-fly. Dus to sustained
health education propaganda, parents are beconing more
conscious of the various influences which cause disecase
and illness. The Health Services provided gratis to
each family have become very comprehencive, and are
dummented by the various public-spirited Voluntary

Agencies which still have much scope for their wclfare
activities,

It is also very gratifying to record that there
wera no deaths amongst mothers duc to presnancy and
childbirth, Having rcgard to the larpe number of
dangerous complications which may beset pregnancy and



(L)

childbirth, this rosult is testimony to the wvigilanece
of all those cngamed in the Kidwifery Scrvices.

The number of stillbirths was 6, giving a rate
of 16.21 per 1,000 live a2nd stillbirths. When
rezistrations of ctillbirthe was introduccd in England
and Viales in 1927, it was found that the national rate
was LO. The averape rate in this Distriet since since
1930 has been 20. One of the most important factors
in reducing this rate has been careful ante-natal
supcrvision and skilled attendance at childbirth.

The greatost cause of deaths at 21l ages was as in
successive previous yeors, Heart Diseases, Vasculad
lesions of the nervous system and other Clreulatory
Diseascs. The tendency for thesz deaths to inocrease,
as noted in ny report for 1949, was maintained in 1950,
the number of deaths for men being 64 and that for women
56, as compared with an annual average of 4O and 4
respectively in previous years.

Tho number of dcaths from Cancer was 52 and as
expected was tho second chief ecause of deaths, The
numbsr of deaths from this malignant disease has ranged
cince 1940 from 4O to 55. The majority of these deaths
oceur in aged poople and as the percentage of men and
women ared 65 years ond over has increased from M.
in 1901 to 10.9% in 1949 per total national population,
the mumber of deaths has accordinsly increased. BEarly
diagnosis and treatment would however save many lives,
Patients often seek advice when the discase is too
advaneed for any other than palliative treatment.

Thore were 7 deaths from Respiratory Tuberoeulosis,
and 11 naw cases were notified. As the averape number
of new coses sinee 1940 was 19, it is encouraging to
note that therc has been a definite deeline in ineidence
in 1950, in particuler when compared with the number

viz. 22 in 1949

There was one death from Infectious Dicease, due
%o 2 rare compliecation of measles viz. Encephalo-
myelitis. There wns an epidemic of the disease, 311
cases having been notified. It is very difficult to
control all outbreak, 26 the disease, 2t first resembling
4 cormon cold is rost infeetious durins the days
pProceding the rash when the ehild is usually not ill
and continucs te wmingle freely with other children at
School or clesewhcre., The Practitioner is usually not
callcd until the appoarance of the typical rash makes
the illness obvious to the parents. Adult imrunc
serum ond Garma slobulin are available from the County
Laboratory and may be used to nttenunte or prevent an
attack in a child who is in poor health or asuffering
from concurrcnt illncss.

Thoere werc no cases of Diphtheria. Previous to
the masc isrmunisation eampai-m begun in 1941, there was
o percistent annual number of ecnses ond deaths, It is
therefore cssential that the need for immmisation

ehould be constontly kept before the eyes and ears of
parento.

One case of Acute Poliomyelitis (Infantile Paralysis
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SECTION B.

GENERAL PROVISION OF KEALTH SERVICES FOR THE
DISTRICT

1. Laboratory Facilities.

The Central Laboratory in County Hall, is the
prineipal laboratory in the County for the Publie
Health Servic & and alse for the Hospltal and
Practicioner Services where none is provided in the
local Hospitals. The scrviece iz comprehensive and
adeguately moets the nceds of this District.

2s Lmbulanceo Sorvice.

Although the County Couneil is reoponsible for
the administration of this service throughout Kent,
the S5t. John Ambulance Brigade is reosponsible for the
day to day execution of the scrvice in Achford and
District, actinr as a Voluntery Azency on bchalf of
the Gnun%y Council who re-imburse expenditure incurred
for the payment of fulltime personnel, of whom therc
are khrece driver/attendants, and for the maintenance
and paraging of wvehicles cte. Other drivers and
attendants arc drawn from o pancl of volunteors who
desorve anprociation for their devotion and efficiency.
There are four modern ambulanccs and one sittinc-case
car,

Tho Serviece is cfficiently conducted and adequate
for the demands made upon it.

3« Hospital Car Servicc.

This service is also administercd by the County
Couneil and exccuicd loecally by the Distriet Officer
in lisison with the Britich Red Crocs. There is a
sufficient number of volunteer drivers who usg thoir
own caré for which thoy arc ro-imbursed at the rate
. of Jd. per mile and any subsistence cxpenses incurred.
The Service fulfils a necd on behalf of those who
reguire to aticnd Hospitals and other ccntres for
treatment.

L. Home Nursing and Midwifery Scrvices,

These scrvices arc also administerod by the County
Council. Theore are six Home Nurse/Midwives on duty
in this District, cnzared in Midwifcry, Matcernity
Nursinz and the nureing of the sick in their homes.
The scrvicc is efficient, liaison with the Practitioners
is satisfactory and it is adequate for the nocds of
the District, nlthough the nursing of chronie sick
patients who should properly be in Hospital throws an
added burden upon it.

5« Ireatment Centres and Clinies.

All Motornity and Child Welfare, School,and Dental
Clinies are administercd by the County Council,




. r
at ] T 5 T | | AL
|Ean § | [1 3 T
] 1 s iy
3
Wl | 1 |
1 R | 3 (1 i = B R 1 i
[Vl ) = LI ¥ = = W
T | . "
GEL | | .
aleg ' -l - & 5 J
L H (1L a | L=
gl L E = EVRE O ARy J
[ il | y b g0 |
O T S £ L
1 ] .







(12)

The Domestiec Help Service which is now pronerly
regarded as an eesential Health SBervice provad i%e
worth throuchout the year. Evary applicant waa
given assistance. The majoritr o cases ware ithe
aged, infirm and chrorniec sick, and the cliers chially
materni‘l;lr pﬂtiﬂntﬂ. convalesoent Pat j.E‘-’]'].t'_nl‘ < mhoms saffering
from variocus illnssses. as fer oxXunple ro3plireialy
tuberculosis.

SEOTION _C.

SANITARY CTRCOUMSTANCES OF THE APTA,

1. Water Supoly

The water supply within the Urban Districi is
provided oy two undertskinge, viz., by Ashford Urban
Distrlct Couneil and by the Mid-Kent Water Company.

The Councils provides the supply for Ceniral and

South Ashford and North and South Willesborough, and
The lid-Kent Water Company for Kennington.

Ashford Urban Distriect Counecil Undertakings.

This supply is obiained from the following three
sources,

(1) Westwell

A new gravel-screen bore-hole 160 feel deep was
completed in August, 1948. The other two existing
bore-holes were also ~ravel screencd at the same tima.
A coftening plant (Clark's Process) i& in operaticon
here. The water is pumped by an elecirically-driven
pump to & covercd reservoir (capacity 1,000,000 gells.)
at Potter's Corner, from where it enters the supply
network. There is a conncetion between this reservolr
and two stand-by rescrveirs (280,000 and 36,000 gells.
respectively) at Barrow 7ill and a comnection with the
Mid-Hent Water Company's supply at Potter's Corner
for emergoncy use,. There is a further comnectiion for
emerrency use with the Mid-EKent Water Company's supply
in iz Cantorbury Road, &t Little Bybrook.

(ii} Henowaod,

This supply comes from four wells with intarcon-
nantineg adits, approximatoly LO feet deep. From the
eicstrically ériven pumps (with stand-by steax plant)
the water is pumped into the supply networi and the
Eurplua is diverted into the reservoir at Potter's

orner,

The above two supply the whole of Central and
South Ashford,

(iii) Hinxhill,

This water comcs from a new bore-hole approximately
200 foet deep, being raised by compressced air into a
storage adit, It is then pumped by Reciprocating and
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Centrifuzal pumps to a covered reservoir at Broomfields
(100.000 galls,) from where it enters the supply .
natwork for the whole of North and South Willesborough.
Therc is a connection for cmergency use with the
Central and South Ashford supplies at the Railway
Bridge, Hythz Hoad.

The wators from these threec socurces are all
ehlordiiated, zs an additional measurs of safety, though
the vntreated watera have in succcssive years been of
exaulicns basteriologleal and chomiecal guality.

Samplcs

By arranzement with the County Laboratory, 6
gquartcrly vasteriologicel samples are teken, 2 from
cigh of" ike Llhree sourecs. Also three samples for
chemleal analysis werc taken half-yeerly at the three
sournoE,

Tws of the bacteorioclogical samples wero
unsstiefactory, due to the ontrance of organic material
coniaining 3,co0lil into one of the covered reserveoirs.
The cause of the contamination was found and rcmoved.
ALl the other samples were highly satisfactory and
gntitlinod the water to bo graded as Class 1 Waters.

Exaniraticn of Samples Taken During the Year.

-—n S ey SR — S o — - —r— e et e S EAR S

| Bactericlogical Chemieal

i . No. Results i No. Results

, | ot kil L B

| Raw Wator . 3 Batisfactory | =~ -

. Teosted Water | 31 29 Satisfactary | 14 Satisfaoctory
! | 2 Unsatis- :

i : factory.

~- s

O B M -+ Sl N

"Hore are 13 houses not connected to the public supply
maine pnd 5 of these are situate in Beavor Lane and 4 in

Chart Rona. 7,557 houses are connected to the publiec
nains.

Ihe Mid-Kenl Water Company.
(1) Barhem

+w§15 water is taken from the chalk, the well being
about 200 focot deep. It is pumpcd to Hastingloigh
Resorvei. (capacity 500,000 gallons) from whore it reache@
the Hennington supply network,

(i1) charine,

This wator is obtained from the greensand and the
Euringﬁrarﬂ approximately 160 feet deep. It is pumped
0 Fairocurne and Charing Hill Reservoirs (capacity 1,000,000
and 263,500 zzllons respectively). These reservoirs afford
a subsidiary or auxiliary supply to Kennington.

|
|
!
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Sa &5
Monthly bactoriclogical and guarterly chemieal

samples arc taken. These, during the year wore
Clzss 1 weators bacteriologically and were chemieally

of good organiec guality.

2. Drainage and Sewerapc.

Therc was no major development fhuring tho year.

Total number of Inhabited Houses (ineluding
Flﬁtﬂ) is P aw e e o aw ?'5?{)
Tobtal nomber of houscs connceted to the

EEWEI‘B L] " L - - a s ?’m
Humber of houscs not connectod to the
sCWers . ‘ae ‘e “ee - 216

3« Swimming Baths.

The Ashford Urban Distriet Counecil Publie Bath was
in full use during the scason. The water is chlorinated
by & break-point chlorinator and there is also an
cleciriec suetion sweeper for cleansing the basin of the
bath, The size of the bath ia 100 x 25 yards, and 1ts
ecapacity 600,000 gallons., Regular samples of the water
were sent for baclteriologicel examination, and all were
satisfactory (B.Coli, presumptive, absent in 100 co.5. )«

L. Eradiocantion of Vermin.

The number of houses found to be infested with vermin

wag as follows:- )

| i Buge Fleas
' Council Houses | 1 -
Other Houses ! 9 L}

. _ All these premises were disinfegted by means of
5; D.D.T. in Kerosene in spray form. This form of
disinfestation proved very efficacious, as none of these
housets needed a second treatment, The number of houses
found to be infested with buzs has been steadily reduced
each year and progress has definitely been made in the
eradication of bugs from human dwellins, since the
discovery of D.D,T.

Other forms of infestations ocecasionally dealt with
included beetles, ants, earwigs and wasps.

5« Rats and Mice Destruction,

The destruction of these vermin continued throughout
the year and 124 infestations of rats and 137 of mice
were dealt with. Damp sausage rusk was the base bait and
zine vhosphide the poison mostly used, and very successful
results were achieved, Unpoisoned pre-bait is laid
down for three days before the poison used. This is
done to encourage the rate to feed at the points selected.
Most of the infestations were small and only consisted
of two or three rats and a few mice. The refuse dump at
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| Chilmington was treated regularly and the rat

| infestation there was kept to a minimum. The sewers

| also received attention and resulte were good. The
mumber of rats in the sewers was amall

| 6. Sanitary Inspection of the District.
Details of Inspection work carried out:-

Nos of Vi

and ro=vi

mk&hn‘meﬁ & & . L 3 L ] L 6'}
Bﬁ-il"iﬂs R 'R ] TR Ea J—I-a
Slaughterhouses ... «din 0 wikin L2
Offensive Trades ... s ot s anie L
Factories with Mechanieal Powor

Factories without Mechanical Power aae 201
Workplaces Sin e o 5 16
E'Iltﬂherst Ehops L L L ) L BT
Pish Prying Prenmises = e e 32
Other Food Shops es. i e T 1684
Food Preparing Premises ... aee idie 161
Ice Cream Vendors and Mamufacturers Sk 117
Rat and Mice Destruction... s P 789
Other Vermin i i S e L8
Hnusim R'Epairs LI L L . & W 1 ’ 5EU
Housing=-cverecrowding see e cen 109
Tents, Vans and Sheds ... - - 25
Offensive Accumulations ... “en cna 10
Kﬁﬂﬁiﬂg Df ﬂnim&lﬁ LN CRC e ‘52
Mthinﬁ L 3% I ] - & § LA L ll"l
Drainage repairs ... FaE i’ T 96
Drainage cleansing i Gk son Th
Sanitary Accommodation ... sen son 105
ShﬂPE .ﬁ.ﬂt - w A L ] L] LI 29?
Wﬁter mlmplcs' L L ] L} L 35
Milk Samples s hin ek siac 58
Iee Cream Samples... L5 oty ‘v . Lo
Infectious Diseascs P Fie “ee 25
&“'Gh A\h&tem&nt LI L L ] - & W Eu
w&ter Bupply - . - & & L L 28

Miscellaneous e iy — - b7

Total Number of Visits ... Linh i 5,134

Work Completecd.
?-’E.Bh'-ha.l'lﬁ Basins o w - . w - e

Intercepting traps fixed... o e
G’-'lll}l' traps fixeﬂ.... P s e
Inspection Chambers built, new covers
Provided. .. aw s e
Inspection Chambers built ses sas
Soll and vent pipes fixed or repaired ...
Water supply pipcs repaired or renewed...
Sink weste pipes renewed or trapped ...
Sinks renewed P ek asa

Brickwork Repiared e o “es 21

. Houses at which drains were repaired ... 1%
chﬂkﬁd ﬂ-‘[‘a 111.3 ﬂlﬂﬂ.l’ﬂﬂ L oW LN ] 5

-

1

-
O oo =Ry
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Work complcted {Bunﬁgi}

W.C. pans fixed sea san s iea
ﬂ'ﬁditiﬂnﬂl .ll?-l Gll 13 rimﬂ- - - L LI
W.C. compartments ventilated ven vow
W.C. Boats renewed aw an PR
W.C."'s ropaired and rebullt .en s
NWew flushing cisterns provided ane sae
Flushing cisterns repaired... ses sen
Roof's ropaired e TR R
Baves, Gutters and Fall Pipes repaired

or renswed “ew e s
C]!‘li‘l'lu'lﬂ:g" Pﬂts rﬁplaﬂ'ﬁd e " - ew
Chimney stacks repaired - coe cen
D'E.‘Lti.'!'r.lilﬂim_{-’l - - .aow L
Aoccumilations removed e e P
GESEPOU]-E Etﬁptiad wew o e v
Yard Paving renewed SEE e ok
Stoves I"ﬂpélil‘l&ﬂ or PencwWeda.. ses e
Rocams cleansed and/or disinfected... ves
Window Tframes repaired or renewcd..s. N
Sashcords iia i Wea sae
Wall and ceilingy plaster repaired... saw
Dampnese in walls romodied... “oe vee
Dampness in floors ... o sn PR e
Wiash coppers repaircd, supplied or

Pcnﬂwed L B LI L - .
DOD‘I‘E I‘C-‘Pﬂilf‘f.-'d LY [N - L ]
Floors ropaired 2 ne "an ’ih A
Staircases ropaircd... Ses ouw eve
S'U-b"flﬂﬂr "-I’C'Iltila'tiﬂn 'R 'R e w
Sanitary bins provided sra sue e
Iﬁisﬂﬂllaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ @@ i 8m & W o
Fences .iw A bk .o

FACTORIES ACT, 1957

1« Inspecctions for purposce of provision as to health
(including inspection made by Sanitary Inspectors).

i fumbar

ister :tions.,

Tiumber
Premises ion Reg—- Inspee- Written | Oceoupler
i Notices : Frosec

= =S
&ﬂ %gﬂiﬂlﬂur-bllu

(1% ] ;
W DON

Bo wTIBG

S,
=S F) =k 3 2T

(5)

o St it | (3) —(L) o)
“I) Factories in which Zections 1, | : |
2y 3, 4 and &, Are to be i ! !
enforced by Locel Authorities .. 3L i Lo i 17
11) Factorico -ct Included in (1) | % '
in which Seciicn 7 is enforded
by the Local Juthority T i 149 10
1
iii) Othor premices in which |
Section 7 is enforeced by the
Local Authority (exeluding
out=workers premises), T I R 1 -
Total 178 201 28 -

=5
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2, Cascs in which dofects were found,

Number of cases in which . Humber of
defects were found cases in
o = R A T SR ot R | [ 7 1 1]
. Referred Proscoutions
Miﬂﬂlﬁrﬂ To H.M. . By H.M. were
Fourd Bmedied Jh?)ecﬂurl Inspector |Instituted
(1) {EJ (3) L) (5) (6)
ftnu 8 (8e1) us! ‘12 12 - - -
E‘ (XN  — = = — —
C rature (8.3)- - - - =
7entilation (S.4); 1 1 = = =
: apo of :
':illl 2 E = 1 L—
A [ 10 - 1 -
rﬁtu for soXxos, 2 2 - 1 -
against the
luding nfﬂmcar
?é‘ﬁﬂ-mu‘.hwm-k} -] =2 = .
BT fri 27 Gives BLtw ! orom 3 -
SECTION D,

as follows:-

refabricated temporary bungalows -
W permanent houscs S
shorouch (Osborne Road Estate)
2 bedroom type
bedroom type
' 4 becdroom type
' 3 bedroom flat

by ~ South_ {Honlraeda Estate)
B ﬂi‘ﬂﬂm typo . 100
fl b k bedroom tyme L

) ts
i %Eﬂﬁﬂﬂ Estate

=1 11

{a) 2 boedroom flats L
(B) bed=-zittinsroom flats L
tﬁrﬂide House =nd BDast Stour Farm -
tmont Units, Stanhope Carp,
orary accﬂnmudatinn} -

completed by private
enterprisc 20

1550

of dwelling units providcd by ...
cil s

The number of dwellings completocd during the yoar

1946 - 50
(Inclusive)
14l

28
175

.‘M
33

-
wEE

&

g

|
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At the timc of writing, the follewing is an
approximatc cstimatc of the numbers and size of the
families on the walting list.

Actual No, Estimated
Registored. [ e N
1) No children 387 304
2) One child 381 323
%) Two childron 123 111
ly) Three childron 1 Ly
5) Four children = 22

Totals 1,005 Bok
Eememoos s ki il

: It will be noted from these lists that although
660 dwelling units have becen provided by the Council
sinea the last war, and in addition &1 licences issued
for completed private dwellings, making in all a total
of 721 dwelling units, there is at present an estimated
number of 804 familics who reguire houses. It is
apparent that the need is ~reatest in respoot of the
no children and one child group and of course there will
always be a need for sultably sized houses for these
groups. Excluding the 144 prefabricatcd dwellings, 28
two bedroomed houses have been pbuilt, and it is obvious
that many more will nced to be planned.

The table "Work Completcd" shows the repairs
effected in opther houses during tho year.

SECTION E.

Inepection and Supcrvision of Food.

Milk Supplics.

There are in the Urban Disiriect 4 Producer Retailers
and 6 Produccrs. Of these Producers 6 produce Tuberoulin
Tceted Milk, 1, Accrodited and 3 undesignated milk,

There are 11 registered distributors of milk.

Dairies are regularly inspeocted to ensure that the
standards proscribed by the Milk and Dairies Regulations
1943 are maintained. Semples of milk are takon
regularly from diaries and with 2 exceptions all were
satisfactory., Periodic samples of milk are taken for
cxamination for the presence of Tuberele Bacilli and
during the year 22 such samples all gave nogative results.

In addition samples arc taken regularly under the
1ilk Testing Schemec of the Ministry of Agriculture, whose
Regional Laboratory is situated in this District.

During the year, the following samples were taken
Tor bactoriological examination:—

Satisfactory.

Tubcreculin Tested ... 2
Undesignated sesn 1
PﬂEtﬂWiﬁEﬁ saw LI.
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Ice Cream

Liconcos for tho sale of lce creem arc granted
by the Council under the Food and Drugs Act, 1938.
Serupulous cleanliness of personnel, of premisecs and
egulpment are essentlal to satisfy the standards of
the Methylenc Blue Test. In particular an adeguato
supply of hot watcr should be convonlently accessible
Tor keeping the hands well cleanscd. It is not
gencrally approciated that dangerous orzanisms may be
transferred from thc hands to food products. Regular
Inapeetion ia donu to onsure that the highest
standarde are maintainecd. Ice ercam is an oxtromely
popular foeod product and if strict hyzicne is not
ebscrved during its production and saloc, the organisms
of food poisoning or of othur enteric dizcases might
be introduccd ot any time ond causc a serious cpidemic.

45 shops scll pro-wrepped iec eream only.

T shops and cafcs sell unwrapped icc cream in
addition to wrapped.

Eizhteon samplea of icc croam were taken during

the year and the reports showed that none contained
any pathorenic organisms.

Moat and Other TFoods.

Unsound Food (Food snd Drugs Act 1938)

Unsound Food Surrcndored

1lbs, lbs,

Ham T e 11% Custard Powder ess o 1%
Brawn . "aw Iece Crcam “sw ena. 180

D!'I-E'ﬂﬂl - wa 'R 1 E'LJ.,__,"'D.I" N - 1-1-'5
Kidﬂﬂ:ﬂ' . RS = a. 1 Buttor P @ W 3 %
Veal Loaf ... ... I3 Cake Mixture ... ... Lys
Bﬂﬂm LR (R EE' Cake - - .”+
Stewed Steok san 9z Confeoctionery ... ses 09
LIunchoon Meat .., 141 Milk Powdor R i OO
Fish LR ] LR 53?% SHHEE-E':GE - Wi 55
Cheese T g 3 Tinned MilkE = ees  aes THSE
Flﬂ‘l.lr LR LN ] 113 ?ﬂfjﬂtﬂblﬂﬂ LN ] LR 15 -
Pork . aw o -u-% Enu]:h e e 2
Tﬁ& E‘-nd cﬂffﬂf} ] - o Fruit e LN ] 1?3
Prunce LN s 1 Puddings e 5
Fruit Juicos ' 2'?_ Tomatoss e . ?
Jam e cen Eﬁg Picklcs and Sauco® s
HEI‘II'ﬂlEI.dG LR LU 1’4 Fﬂstﬂ - . - 6‘1'
Epaghﬂtti iy ais 3 ish Cakes s T |
Rabbit “ye o i Ly Pudding Mixture... ean 1
PEHIIU.t Butter TR -y Pile " R 1
Fat . “aw B Hmﬂﬂmat . e w 1

- Total weight condermed : 1 ton 9 owts. 2 gtrs. 92 1bs,

Twonty-six registercd food-proparins premises, and
shops, stalls and vehieles, ctc., whore Tood is sold wore
Trequently inspected for unsound food.

No cases of food poisoning were notificd during the
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Prevalence and Confirol over Infectious
Discase

1. BSearlet Fever.

Twonty cases wor: notificed during the year.
This comparatively large number was duc te an outbrcak
which oecurred in 2 Residential/Day School whero there
was 4 total of sixteen cases, who were all admitted
to the Infeetious Disenses Hospltal. It wee assumed
that the outbreak wes initially caused by 2 girl
boarder who was scon to have & profuse desguamatlon
of the skin and whpo had not reported her illness,
which was probably mild, tc the Sehool Nurse or
Medieal Officer. Eventually it was consldered
neccssery to take swabs of nosc and throot from the
entire personncl (approximately 500 in number) of the
school. Only three swabs,wore, however, positive,
The zirls coneccrned wers quarantined, were given
appropriate treatmsont and released after three negative
BWaDS, By egrecment with the School Authoritics the
schocl was closcd one week prior to the cnd of term,
which almost coincided, and no further casos occurrcds
The outbreak was interesting from two pointe of view,
firstly that the Hoemolytic Streptococcus showed a
predilection for the internal ear, twalve of the
sixteen girls having suffered from Otitis Media and
8ccondly in that only three of the approximate 1,200
swrbes which were talken by the moedical staff of the
County Laboratory nnd cultured with a minimum of delay,
were poBitivo,

2« Measles.

This diseasc which i1s of world-wide distributien
and which wns described by an Arab Physician in the 10th
Century, is cndemic in Britain and ncver fails to revcal
itself from yoar to year cmongst the chlld populaticn.

It hos been estimated that nationally only about 60%

of eases are notified, which implics that there are many
mild or misecd coascs whose parcnts do not consult the
family practitioner. Apart from thesc cfsSss a5 a source
of infection, the discvase is most infeetious in the
pre-cruptive phasc before the parents realise that the
child is going to suffer from measles and no precautions
are accordingly fekeon. It is therefore impossible to
control the disessc and in 1950, 311 cases were notified.
Fortunately it ie not a killing disease, like

Diphthoria, but its complicetions such 28 bronch-
rncumenia and cnecephalo-myelitis, and mastoiditis can

bz very dengerous. In fact there was one death and

this wos due to Encephalo-myelitis.

3. Whooping Cough.

Therc was also a minor epidemiec of this distressing
illnecss, 66 cases being notified. Like lieasles, it
is oclmost impossible to contrcl, in that the catarrhal
stage which lasts for about onc week before the
parcoxysms and eharaocteristic whoops occur, is very
infeetious, droplets containing the eausal organism
(Hacmophilus pertussis) being widely disemminated in
places like class-rooms and nurseries,

. i e o
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It is difficult to dispgnosc the disease in this stage
aport from the use of the cough culture-plate whieh is
not commonly practicable in the field, and parents who
may cven susmocet its onset usually do not call in the
practitioner until the whoop occurs, By this time
the damage of infection is done. Tzolation which 1is
80 1mgnrtanm a etep in the provention of infection
should be effected as coon as possible for five weeks
from onset,.

Active immunisation with vaccines 1s still very
unecertain. The vaccines corronly used vary in
i ontigenic potoney and effective immunisation which

promisced.

4. Acute Poliomyeclitis.

Theore was onc case of this disease the patient

being a boy ezed threc years, whe made a satisfactory
' recovery. ~ Fortunately there were no other cases,
i It is interesting that the patient was away from the
1 distriet durinz the time when he was likely to have
contracted the infection but there werc no cases at
thit time in the tovn in which he spent most of his
time, It is thorefore unknown from which placc ho
was likely to have bocome infscted, There is, of
course, & number of abortive or mild cases and healthy
carricrs who escape unrecogniscd and who it is

virus dises.wes, dissominnte infection.

ptifiable Disoases Durine the Yenr, 1950.
ivilian Population Onl

takoes about two months to develop, cannot be definitely

presumed, similarly, to the epldemiology ofother infootious
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bliec Healt evention of ™
Regula d Publio alt [+] 1
Seotion 172).

No actlon was necessary during the year within the
meaning of the above Aots. |

Tuberculosis

Now Cases and Mortality 1950
TR | .. New Cases ! Deaths :
i Age Periods [Respirafory ° ITon— | Rﬁspiratnrwiﬂ Non-
| | I RE‘ & iratﬂr:f i = SBDLTA r;
TESTF T We-[ B | THe T B i
i 1 i e
R e R i 1 ! .
AR e
5 e '.." —- - - - : - - - =
.15 L ) - 2 1 - - ! — I 1 - -
25 . ® wowoa 1 2 - b | t 1 1 = =3
3‘5 LR ] g 1 1 = - I — - -— -
h5 "o tri: 1 |"'" - - k - - - —
55‘ Pew Ili-i; '1 | - - - | - — = aa
65 and upwards 1 |= - 5 L = o -
Totals 7 |5 o BRCIE - 2

| ' i : i

It will be scen from tho above table that 11 new
cases of lung tuberculeosis were notified in the year,
exactly half of those notified in 1949. The annual
average Ior many years has been 19. The fall in the
number of new cases 18 encouraging but it would be
illogical to attiribute this rall to any single factor
and until the rall is maintained to attemnt to analyse
the reasons. There is & serious shortage of sanatorium
beds and of nurses and until this deficienecy is remedied
tho public at large will be exposed to many ambulant
infeetious cases who are being treatod at home. There
is also a number of infeetious cases who do not consult
their doetor until the disesse is well advancod. 1Tt &=
also sipnificant that thero were two deaths From
pulmonary tuberculosis regictered, of patients aged 31
and 75 ycars who had not been notified, and who were
presumably a chronic sourece of infection to others.

There was only onc case of non-respiratory
tuberculosis viz. of peritoneum, notified. The
preoduction, distrioution and sale of milk are well
Supcrvised to ensure a elean safe milk, but this
eannot be guarantecd as being absolutely safe until all
milk is pasteourised. i

The dwellings of patients are repularly inspocted
to cnsure that the conditions are hygienie and where
appropriate re~housing in Council houses is recommended.




