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Ashby-de-la-Zouch Urban District Council

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Medical Officer of Health
1949

PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF

(1) Medical Officer of Health (part time) :
A. McM. W. SEGERDAL, M.D., D.P.H.

(2) Surveyor and Sanitary Inspector (full time) :
GEORGE E. MARLOW, M.Inst.Mun.E,,Cert. R.S.I.

To the Chairman and Members of the Ashby-de-la-Zouch
Urban District Council.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
I beg to present my Annual Report for the Year 1949,

According to the Registrar General’s estimate there is a slight
increase in population from 6,352 in 1948 to 6,382.

The birth rate (16.4) is higher than 1948 (15.5), and slightly
less than that for England and Wales 16.7.

The death rate is higher than 1948, 13.6 compared with 9.6,
and higher than that for England and Wales 11.7.

The chief causes of death are the same as in 1948, from diseases
associated with elderly people, but the numbers in this group have
increased from 40 in 1948 to 56 in 1949,

Considerable progress has been made with the sewerage of the
village of Blackfordby, and it is anticipated that the work will be
completed in the near future. The enlargement of the Willesley
sewage works is proceeding and will be completed in the next 6 months.
A scheme has been prepared and submitted to the Ministry of Health
for the sewerage of New Packington, and the enlargement of the
existing sewage disposal works at Packington.

1



The total number of applicants for Council Houses at the end
of the year was 235. 28 houses were completed during the year,
22 by the local authority and 6 by private enterprise, making a total
of 122 houses completed in the post-war period.

74 Cases of Infectious Discases were notified, 31 Measles as
compared with 164 in 1948, 14 Pneumonia with 3 deaths, 14 Whooping
Cough, 5 Scarlet Fever, all mild and none of them removed to hospital,
and one case of Infantile Paralysis (Acute Poliomyelitis). I regret
to report that the one case of Infantile Paralysis in an adult died.

There was no Diphtheria notified during the year.

The number of children being immunised against Diphtheria
tends to be falling, in 1949, 50 receiving primary immunisation, and
of this number 39 were in the under 1 year of age and under 2 years
of age groups. 13 Children received a reinforcing dose (Booster dose).
Unless this trend can be reversed there may be dangerously high
percentage of the child population unimmunised against diphtheria.

6 Cases of Tuberculosis were notified, 5 Pulmonary and one
non-Pulmonary. The number of cases on the Tuberculosis Register
has risen from 13 at the end of 1947, to 15 at the end of 1948, to 19
at the end of 1949. This i1s not a serious rise, but Tuberculosis 1s a
disease associated with overcrowding, and should act as a stimulus
to increase the rate of new housing.

I should like to express my thanks to the Public Health Department
of the County Council for their help and co-operation.

Finally, it remains for me to express my appreciation to Mr.
G. E. Marlow, Surveyor and Sanitary Inspector, for his invaluable
help during the year, and to you, Ladies and Gentlemen, for your
kindness and co-operation.
I remain, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

A. McM. W. SEGERDAL, M.D., D.P.H,,
Medical Officer of Health.

SECTION A

General Statistics and Social Conditions uf- the Area

Area 5 S i v i 6,190 acres.
Population (Registrar General’s estimate) .. 6,382
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Number of Inhabited Houses .. .2 1,928

Rateable Value i ’ o ¥ £38,034
Sum represented by a Penny Rate .. i £148
Comparability factor .. “s i i 1.00

Ashby-de-la-Zouch is a market town, the chief industries of the
District are :—Agriculture, Coalmining (open cast), Biscuit making,
Soap Manufacturing and Glove Manufacturing. A number of workers
engaged in Coalmining, Earthenware and Brickmaking are resident
in the town. There is a camp for Displaced Persons, and a Hostel
run by the Leicestershire Agricultural Executive Committee for
members of the Women’s Land Army. There are also two Public
Parks and an Open-Air Swimming Bath in the town. No industry
was noted as having a specially injurious effect on the health of the
population.

Vital Statistics

LIVE BIRTHS: Total Male Female
Legitimate o o S g 97 43 54
Illegitimate .. e 3 £ 8 4 4

Total .. e o K 105 47 58

Live Birth Rate—16.4 per 1,000 population.
England and Wales Birth Rate—16.7 per 1,000 population.

STILL BIRTHS: Total Male Female
Legitimate 1 0 1
Illegitimate 0 0 0

Total 1 0 1

Still Birth Rate.—.15 per 1,000 population.
England and Wales Still Birth Rate.—.39 per 1,000 population.
DEATHS : Total Male Female

87 42 45
Death Rate.—13.6 per 1,000 population.
England and Wales Death Rate.—11.7 per 1,000 population,
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Chief Causes of Death in 1949 :—

Heart Disease - L . ok 27

Cancer (all forms) .. s i o 15

Intracranial Vas. Lesions .. i . 14
SECTION B

General Provisions of Health Services for the Area
HOSPITALS

All hospitals are under the Sheffield Regional Hospital Board,
with the exception of a few private Maternity and Nursing Homes.
The County Homes for aged and infirms people are under the
County Council. When they become ill they are the responsibility
of the Hospital Board.

TREATMENT CENTRES AND CLINICS

Infant Welfare Clinics are held every Thursday afternoon at the
Baptist Schoolroom, Ashby. An Ante-natal Clinic and Tuberculosis
Clinic is held at the Health Centre, Bridge Road, Coalville. The
Tuberculosis Clinic is under the Sheffield Regional Hospital Board.

AMBULANCE FACILITIES

These are mostly provided by the St. John Ambulance Brigade
as agents of the County Council at Coalville and Church Gresley,
and partly from the County Ambulance Depot, Leicester. Colliery
accidents are removed by ambulance provided by the National Coal
Board stationed at Nailstone Colliery and at Moira.

NURSING IN THE HOME

All District Nursing and Midwifery in the Home is under the
County Council.

HEALTH VISITING

This work is provided as before by the County Council, and is
very ably carried out in the Area.
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Drainage and Sewerage _
Number of cesspools constructed during the year—Nil.
Number of cesspools abolished during the year—31.

Total number of cesspools in District on 31st December, 1949—
100.

Particulars of any extension during the year :—

(@) Sewerage.—Considerable progress has been made with the
sewerage of the village of Blackfordby and it is anticipated
that the work will be completed in the near future.

(b) Sewage Disposal.—With the exception of New Packington
the whole of the Urban Area is provided with sewage Disposal
Works.

(¢) New Schemes.—The enlargement of Willesley Sewage Works
is proceeding and will be completed during the next six
months.

Post-War Proposals

A scheme has been prepared and submitted to the Ministry of
Health for the sewerage of New Packington and the enlargement
of the existing Sewage Disposal Works at Packington.

Closet Accommodation
Total number in District on 31st December, 1949 :—

(@) Privies o A e 4 41
(b1 Pail-closetzs .. o s 5 39
(¢) Water closets 2 i o 1,277

Number of closets converted to the water carriage system during
the year :—
(a) Privies e £ o - 20
(6) Pail closets .. i % e 15

Number of privies (middens) converted to pail closets during the
year : Nil

Public Cleansing

House refuse is collected weekly by Council workmen with a
covered motor vehicle, and conveyed to a tip where it is deposited in
shallow layers and covered with carth.

Earth closets, privies and ashpits are cleansed by Council workmen,
the contents being disposed of on arable land and ploughed in.

7


















SECTION E
Housing

l.—Inspection of Dwelling Houses during the Year.

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Huusing
Acts)
(b) Number of i mspeetmne made fer the purpese
(2) (a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-
head (1) above) which were inspected and recorded
under the Housing Consolidated Regulatiens, 1925
and 1932 :
(b) Number of inspections made fer the purpose
(3) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
human habitation
(4) Number of dwelling houses (exeluswe ef these referred
to under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in
all respects reasonably fit for human habitation

161
194

x0)

48

2.—Remedy of Defects during the Year without Service of

Formal Notices

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action by the Local Authority
or their Officers % %

3.—Action under Statutory Powers during the Year.

(a) Proceedings under sections 9, 10 and 16, of the
Housing Act, 1936
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring repairs i
(2) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered ﬁt after
service of formal notices :(—
(a) By Owners : :
() By Local Authority in default ef OWners .
(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts.
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied
(2) Number of dwelling houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices :—
(a) By Owners .. A
(b) By Local ﬂuthenty in default ef OWners

13

39

L=

12
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(¢) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the
Housing Act, 1936.
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which

Demolition Orders were made . i Fe 0
(2) Number of dwelling houses demolished in pursuance
of Demolition Orders < 0
(d) Proceedings under section 12 of thc Huusmg ﬂct,
1936.
(1) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms
in respect of which Closing Orders were made s 0

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms
in respect of which Closing Orders were determined,
the tenement or room having been rendered fit = 0

4,—Housing Act, 1936—Part 4—Overcrowding :
(a) (1) Number of dwelling overcrowded at end of year .. 10

(2) Number of families dwelling therein . . o id 14
(3) Number of persons dwelling therein e 56

(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding r:pnrte:d
during year Pt 2
(¢) (1) Number of cases of nver-:mwdmg reheved dunng ytar 12
(2) Number of persons concerned in such cases S 75

(d) Particulars of any cases in which dwelling houses
have again become overcrowded after the Local
Authority have taken steps for the abatement of
overcrowding .. 2 i b <5 e 0

Post War Housing

Total number of applicants for Council Houses at end
of year e = s via are N

Houses completed during the year

By Local Authority 29

By Private Enterprise 6
Houses in course of erection at end of year

By Local Authority (Permanent traditional type) 48

By Private Enterprise o 2 8
Total number of Post-War Houses completed

By Local Authority .. = s o o e A0

By Private Enterprise o . i s e 12
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Causes of Removal

Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary
M. F. M. F.
Cured 2 L) 0 2 0
Died e e | 0 0 0
1 0 2 0

FACTORIES ACT, 1937 and 1948

Resumé of Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health
in respect of the Year 1949, previously sent to the Director of Statistics,

Ministry of Labour and National Service, Headquarters, Orphanage
Road, Watford, Herts.

Part I of the Act

I.—INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health
(including inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors)
M/c Line  No. on Inspec- Written Occupier
Premuses No. Register tions notices prosecuted
(1) G e@w o ©
Factories in which sections
1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 are to be
enforced by Local Authorities 1 46 25 6 Nil

Total e 1 46 25 6  Nil

2.—Cases in which defects were found

(If defects are discovered at the premises on two, three or more
separate occasions they should be reckoned as two, three or

more Cases).
Number of cases in which defects were found
Ref. to  Ref. by
HM. H.M.
Particulars Found Remedied Inspector Inspector
Want of Cleanliness o 2 2 0 2
Sanitary Conveniences (8. ?}
(a) Insufficient .. ; 0 0 0 0
(b) Unsuitable or
defective o 1 1 0 0
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