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Ashby-de-la-Zouch Urban District Council.

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE
Medical Officer of Health

For the Year ending 31st December, 1937.

To the Chairman and Members of the Ashby-de-la-Zouch
Urban Disirict Council.

GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present to you my Annual Report on
the Sanitary State of your District for the year ending 31st
December, 1937.

Section A. Statistics and Social Conditions of the
Area.

Area, 6,190 acres.
Resident Population, R.G's Estimate, 1937, 5,890.

Number of Inhabited Houses, 1735.
Rateable Value, £33591.
Sum represented by a penny rate, £ 131.

Ashby-de-la-Zouch is a market town of which the chief
industries are :—Agriculture, Coalmining, Earthenware and

Brickmaking.

No particular industry or occupation was noted as having
a specially injurious effect on the health of the population

during the year.









Section B—General Provision of Health Services for
the Area.

Hospitals.

A (1) FEVER.—Hospitals for the treatment of Infectious
Diseases are provided by the Combined Leicestershire Hospitals
Committee at Markfield, Hinckley, Blaby and Melton. The

nearest Hospital to your area is at Markfield (54 beds).

(2) Smallpox.—Hospitals are provided at Snarestone
(23 beds) and at Syston (15 beds) by the Leicestershire County
Council.

B (1) Tuberculosis.—The County Sanatorium at Markfield
with 126 beds is available for the treatment of Tuberculosis.

(2) MATERNITY.—The Ashby Cottage Hospital is situated
in your district and is suitable for Maternity Cases. Institutional
treatment is provided by the ILeicester and Leicestershire
Maternity Hospital and by Leicester Royal Infirmary.

Hospital provision 1s made at Markfield Isolation Hospital
for cases of Puerperal Infection.

Arrangements have been made by the County Council for
the services of consultants in serious Puerperal Cases.

(3) CHILDREN.—Institutional treatment is available at
Leicester Royal Infirmary, Loughborough Infirmary and Ashby
Cottage Hospital. The Sanatorium at Markfield provides for
the treatment of children suffering from Tuberculos Disease.

(4) OTHER.—Provision is made by the County Council
at the Children's Convalescent Home at Woodhouse Eaves for
delicate and illnourished children from 3 to 5 years of age.

Ambulance Facilities.

(a1) Ambulances are provided by the Leicestershire Isola-
tion Hospitals Committee for the removal of cases of Infectious
Diseases.

(b) Non-Infectious cases are provided for by the St. John's
Ambulance Brigade. Mostof the Collieries provide ambulances
for cases of accidents in the mines.

TREATMENT CENTRES AND CLINCIS are provided by the
County Council.

AN INFANT WELFARE CENTRE is held weekly in the
Baptist School Room, Brook Street, Ashby-de-la-Zouch.

At the CoALVILLE HEALTH CENTRE, Bridge Road,
Coalville, 1s held an Anti-natal Clinic, a Tuberculosis Dispensary,
an Orthopedic Clinic, School and Dental Clinics.
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A VENEREAL DisgAseEs CLINIC is held at Leicester
Royal Infirmary.

GENERAL NURSING is provided in the homes by the
District Nurse provided by the Ashby-de-la-Zouch Nursing
Association. Casrs of Infectious Diseases are not attended by
the District Nurse. No provision is made for the nursing of
such diseases as Measles, etc. in the homes.

Laboratory Facilities.

Chemical and Bacteriological Examinations are provided
for in the County Council Laboratory, Leicester.

During the year 1937 the following Chemical and Bacterio-
logical Examinations were carried out in the County Laboratory
for your district :(—

(1) Milk Examinations si 52
(2) Swabs for Diphtheria st B
(3) Sputa for Tubercle Bacilli ... 8
(4) Sewage and Water Analysis 3
(5) Miscellaneous Tests s 25

100

Section C.—Sanitary Circumstances of the Area.

WATER SuppPLY.—Water is supplied bv the Swadlincote and
Ashby Joint Water Board. The supply of water has been
satisfactory both in quality and quantity but as a precautionary
measure the water was turned off from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. daily
during the months of October and November 1937. The
extension of the water main along the Leicester Road to supply
New Packington has been commenced and this together with the
extension of mains to supply the village of Blackfordby will be
completed during the coming year.

Shallow wells are still used in the outlying parts of the
district where the mains have not vet been carried. Samples of
water from 3 wells were analysed during the year and found to
be upsatisfactory. The 3 wells were cleansed and repaired.

RIVERS AND STREAMS.—During the year a complaint was
made of pollution of the stream which forms the boundary of
the field on Nottingham Road which is used for tipping refuse.
This question was the subject of a Special Report to the
Ministry of Health by me.

DRAINAGE AND SEWAGE.—Extension of the sewers in
Willesley LLane has been commenced and will be completed early
in the coming year.






Smoke Abatement.

Two nuisances from smoke were dealt with during the year.

Premises and Occupations which can be controlled by
Bye Laws and Regulations.

There is one Common Lodging House in the district. Three
inspections were made during the year. The general conditions
are satisfactory.

There was one Dwelling Van in the district. The sanitary
accommodation was insufficient. Two inspections were made.
The van was removed.

There is one offensive trade in the district (Soap Works).
Two inspections were made. The general conditions are
satisfactory.

Swimming Baths and Pools.

There is one public owned open air swimming bath in the
area. The water is changed and the bath cleansed with Chloros
fortnightly. A constant stream of clean water runs through the
Bath and the water is chlorinated frequently.

Eradication of Bed Bugs.

Number of Council Houses found infested... Nil
Number of other Dwelling Houses found infested... 2
Number of houses disinfested ... 2

The methods employed for disinfestation were Fumigation
with Cimex Block fumigators and spraying with Zaldecide
Auid.

Disinfection is carried out by the Local Authority.

Methods employed for ensuring the Tenants belong-
ings are free from Vermin before removal to

Council Houses Nil

Measures taken of supervision or education of

tenants to prevent infestation or re-infestation... ... Nil
Schools.

All the Schools are supplied by water from the Public
Main, and with exception of Blackfordby C. of E. School all
are on the Water Carriage System.

The sanitary condition of the Scools are satisfactory.
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(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts:—

1. Number of Dwelling Houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be
remedied ... 15

2. Number of Dwelling Houses in which defects
were remedied after service of formal notices :(—

(@) By Owners 12

(b) By Local Authority in default of
Owners ... Nil

(¢) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the
Housing Act, 1936 :—

§ Number of Dwelling Houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made ... 1 4

2. Number of Dwelling Houses demolished in
pursuance of Demolition Orders 7

(d) Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing
Act, 1936:—

1. Number of separate tenements or underground

rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were

made LI LR R LR H LN LN ) S Ni]
2 Number of separate tenements or underground

rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were
determined, the tenement or room having been
rendered fit Nil

IV.--Housing Act, 1936 (Part IV). Overcrowding: _

(@) 1. Number of Dwellings overcrowded at the end

of the vear 30
2. Number of Families dwelling therein ... 31
3. Number of Persons dwelling therein ... s 2B

(b) Number of new cases of Overcrowding reported
during the year Nil

(<) 1. Number of cases of Overcrowding relieved
during the year ... 6
2. Number of Persons concerned in such cases... 39
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Comparision of the Case Rates for Ashby Urban District
1937, with the corresponding Case Rates for England and
Wales 1937.

Diseases, Ashhy [Miban District England & Wales,
Scarlet Fever ... 0°67 per 1000 population ... 2°33 per 1000
Diphtheria A s

Four Cases of Scarlet Fever occurred during the year.
All the cases occurred in the months August and September.
One case was in an adult. The other three cases were in
children of five and six years of age. No deaths occurred.

No use was made of the “Dick” Test.

DiPHTHERIA—One case occurred in the month of February
in an adult. Recovery was complete.

No use was made of the “Shick test or of artificial means
of Immunisation.

Antitoxin i1s provided under the Diphtheria Antitoxin
Order 1910.

ENTERIC FEVER.—One case occurred during year, re-
sulting in death. The source of infection in this case was
from an infected water supply in an adjoining district where
this man was employed.

PUERPERAL PYREXIA.—Three cases were notified from
the Maternity Section of the Ashby Cottage Hospital through-
out the year. No deaths resulted from this condition.

INFLUENZA was extremely prevalent in the month of
January. Although the incidence was great the severity was
was less than former epidemics of this disease. One death was
attributed to this disease.

Measles and Whooping Cough were prevalent during 1937.
One death was attributed to each of these diseases.

CANCER.—There was a considerable increase in the
number of deaths from this disease during 1937. 14 deaths
were attributed to Cancer. 5 Males and 9 Females, In contrast
to 6 deaths in 1936, 4 Males and 2 Females.
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