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ASFTOURIE URBAY DISTRICT COUNCIL

Annual Report of the Medical Officer of
the Year ended 5lst Decenber, 1

Toa the Chairman and Venbers of the Ashbourne Urba
Council.

Gentlomen,
The area of the Distriect is 1075 acros of

land and water and the numbor of inhabited houses at the end
of 1944 wn3a 1554. lNo new houscs have beon ercoted during the
vear either by the Couneil or bv priwvate cnterprise.

The rateable wvalus of the diastrict is
£32,401, and the suam produced br'a 1ld rate is £131. 0s. 24.
Tha pupulutiun iz estimated nt 4,869.

 ¥ital Statistics
The npunber of live births in 1944 was 97,
of whom 55 werae malea and 42 femalecs; six of the births
werc illegitinate, b were munles and 1 female as conpared
¥iith a total of 12 in 1945, the numbor thus returning,
‘approximately, to the lowcr total of 1942, in which year
'I'.ﬁera were on 5 4llezitimnte birthe. The nunber of atill
birtha was also less than in 1943, wiz: 5, and all of thom
ware 1llegitimate. Tho total nunber of births wes losa than
in 1943 by 5, and than the total of 1942 by 2. In those Tuoars
the totals werse tho hishest on rocord, viz: 100 in 1943 and 99
d 1942, In the last yoar before the war ElQE?] the total
sber of births was only SB.
# ' The birth rate for 1944 ia 19,92 as comparcd
‘with 20,12 in 1943 and 19,68 in 1942, The airth ratc for the
year 1944 is the second highest on reoord for the Urban Distriet
y of Ashbournté. Thce birth rate for the whole of England nnd
Wales is 17.6 Tor 1944,
The numboer of deaths in 1944 in the Urban
Distriot of Ashbournc was 57 of which 33 were nales and 24
females. This comparaes unfavourably with 47 in 1943, 56
in 1942, 652 in 1541 but i2 more favourable than in the threc
preceding years in cach of which the total was over 70. The
age of thosec who die still continues high. More than half
of the 5% hed roached the age of 70; 13 werc over 80, and of
tgaﬂn 1%, cight woere over 85 and one had reached the age of
90,

The death rate for 1944 is 11,7, considerably
above the phenomenal ratc for 1943 and also higher than in
1942 and 1941, but lower than in rears beforc this. Tho
death rate for the wholc of England and Wolcs in 1944 was
about the same as in tho Ashbourne Urban Distriot, wviz: 1l.6.
lg;ggjglg_nnqgg;%jx The number of Acaths of infants undsr
one year of age in 1944 was onc nale a3 comparod with 2
deaths in 1945 and 5 in 1942, representing an infantilc death
ﬁa{e of 10 as compared with 46 for the wholc of Enpgland and

aloesa,
The commonest aingle causc of denth in the
Urban Distriot was, as usual, Ieart Disense - there hoing 7
deaths of males and 4 of faﬂalas, a total of 1l az comparcd
with 9 in 1943. Therc were, in addition, 6 deaths frnu '
intracranial vagcular lesions sueh as corcbral honorrhage,
® of the & occurring in women, an indiention, probadbly, of
the extra strain on the norvous and ¢irculatory systems to
which wemen have btcen subjocted during war conditions. The
death rate for thoso eirculatory conditions in 1944 is 5,5,
Deaths from Roapiratory Discoscs consisted
of two deaths from Bronchitis and one from Pnoumonia, the first/
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/first death from pneumonia in the district in 3 yoars,
Mhere was one death from Tuberculosis, half the number that
haa ocourrcd in the lant fow yoars.

There were only 3 deaths from cancer in 1944, There
ig further indication that the nortality fron cancer is :
diminishing in the district as thore werc 8 deaths in 1943,
4 in 1942, 4 in 1941 and 11 in 1940, Thereo wera 2 deaths
from inTuenza, one less than in 1943 and no deaths from
Zymotic discase, diarrhoea or appﬂnﬂicitis.

Infectibus Diseases
There wa2 a big drop in the number of

notifications from 240 in 1943 to 55 in 1944. Though measles
and whooping cough still porsisted, the nunber of casSes was
much less, kept up bv tho fact that theroe werd 3till a number
of children who had never had the diseascs and by the proscnce
of evacuses from tre South of Emgland. In the wholc year therec
were 16 now cases of mecasles and 14 of whooping cough whose age
was gonerally under 5

Tore werc morc cases of Searlet Fever than
usual, the number of new ca3cs being 16, and containing a larger
proportion of adults than usual. The chief outbreak occurred
in Mareh and April and appears to hawve originated in a worker
of 17 who was going daily to Derby to his work. At that time
there werc a nunber of dances and cntertaiments attended by
soldiers from Osmaston, and it was possible to trocc a
conncetion in most ¢ the inataneces betwoen the casas and the
cntortaimenss. A fair proportion of the casoes in this little
outbreak were adults - 7 out of 10, a fact whichntended to
inercase tho probability of tho cause and method of tho
outbreak. All the cases of Scarlei Fevor wore sont to Bolper
Isolation Hosniial with the exception of onc nilitary casc who
was remowed to the Borough Isolation Hospital at Derby.

Merc have becn again no cascés of Diphtheria
in the District since the adoption of Trrmnisation in 1941,
Tho Immunisaticn Clinic is still held at my Surgery cvory
Saturday at 2 o'elock, at vhich children belonging to the Urban
Distriet are immunised at the publie cxpensac. As thoro is a
1ittle slackness being shown to apply for this most valuablo
safoguard againet a dangcrous and drcnded discase, may I suggest
that the Council toke somc measurcs to bring the notice of thosac
who have young children to the value of the procccding and beg
that they will romomber that there is no denger or disconfort
attached to 1it.

There wore only 4 cases of Pneumonia notifiecd
in 1944 as against 16 in 1943, With the cxception of 4 cnscs
of Erysipelas thoere were no other infectious discases notified.

Thore were 10 cases of Tuberculosis notificd,,
4 of the lungs and 4 of the glanda of the ncok and 2 in other
parts of the body. One of tho pulmonary cascs = o girl of 17-
dicd during the yoar, :

Wator Supply
An incrcased ricld of wator has boen obtaincd from

the two 24" boreholes at Rodsley Pumping Station as a result of
1gwering and overhauling the pumps. Approximately 9,500 gallons
per houm can be phtained from the borcholed with the pumping
lovel at 165 Feol.

Ths awvorage daily consunption of water is, at thec
present time. ohout 150,000 gnllons.

fry wainfall during the yeor was 33,71 inchos es
comparcd with £7.47 Inches for 1943.

1 o= lornions to water mains have been ecarricd out

|

during the yoar, The douneil supply tho Air Ministry with water 3

to their Darley itoowe site.










