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PUBLIC HEALTH (INFECTIOUS DISEASES) REGULATIONS, 1953.

These Regulations came into operation on 1lst April, 1953.

In their general substance and form, the new regulations
are similar to the old in that they require notification of malaria,
dysentery, acute primary pneumonla and acute influenzal pnewmonia
and provide for preventive steps to be taken against the spread of
certain diseases specified in the Fourth Schedule to the regulations.

The provisions about action to be taken by local authorities
and Medical Officers of Health agalnst the risk of focd poisoning
applied under the old regulations to enteric fever and dysentery. They
now apply to typhold fever, paratyphoid fever or other salmonella
infections, dysentery and staphylococcal infeetion likely to cause
food poisoning.

Under the 1927 regulations, the steps prescribed could only
be taken in relation to a person suffering from the disease in
question and for the purpose of preventing such a person from
continuing to work in an occupation connected with the preparation
and hendling of food or drink. The new regulations go further.

They provide for action to be taken, not only as regards a person
suffering from the disease in questilon, but also a person shown to
be a carrler of the disease. A person in either class may now be
prevented from continuing to work in an occupation connected with
food and drink and alsc from entering such an occupation. TUnder the
1927 regulations, again, the preseribed steps concerned could not

be taken until the Medical Officer of Health had reported the case
concerned to the local authority. 1In the new regulations, while

the same general principle is maintained (because action mﬂ% involve
the loeal autherity in paying compensation under Section 278(1) of
the Public Health Act, 1936), there is provision to enable a loeal
authority to give its Medical Officer of Health such authorisation
as will permit him to tske the presecribed action in a particular
case wthout waiting to report it - though he is required to report
it at the earliest opportunity =~ if in his judgment this action needs
to be taken as a mtter of immediate urgency to prevent the spread
of infection.

The Ashbourne Rural Distriet Council, on 7th Wovember, 1953,
authorised the Medical Officer of Health to issue notices in
accordance with Part ITI and III of the Fourth Scheduvle of these
Regulations in relation to any particular case if, in his judgment,
it is immediately and urgently necessary for him En do so for the
purpose of preventing the spread of infection.

INATION

The County Medical Officer of Health has forwarded the
following summary of the results of the County Bacteriologist's
examinations (and carried out in association with the Medical
Research Council) made of warious samples submitted from this area
during 1953.

Positive Negative

Serological E;a%%natgggg :

Enteric Group Organisms - L
Brucella Abortus - 1
Paul-Bunnell Test for Glandular Fever - L

Cu e Examinations
Enterie, dystentery and food poisoning

group of organisms - -
C.diphtheria - 2
Haemolytic Streptococed 1 3






























