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Amesbury Rural District Council,

Report of the Wedical Officer of Health for 1909,

SurewTon, WiLTs,
22nd February, 1910,
GEXTLEMEN,

. I herewith submit my Annual Report on the health and sanitary
condition of your District, for the vear ending 1903,

During the year, 285 births were regizstered, viz., 162 males and 123 females,
and during the same period, 119 deaths were registered. Sixtecn of these were non-
residents, leaving a total of 108, but to this nnmber must be added the deaths of 2
inhabitauts which oceurred beyond the distriet, and which makes the net total for
the district 105, giving a natural increase of 180,

The birth-rate per 1,000 of the population (estimated by the census of 1901 to
be 8,268) is 34-4, as against 36-2 for the year 1908,

The death-rate for the same period is 14-3 as against 18-5 for 1908, but as 16
deaths were non-residents, the corvected death-rate for the year is 12-6

In the anuexed tables will be found the estimated population for the last ten
years, also the birth and death-rates, with these of deaths under one vear of age.
OF the 119 deatls recistered, 16 were over 6 and nnder 70, 20 aver 70 and uoder
80, and 14 over 80 vears and upwards, 2 reaching the age of 93 vears.

There were 19 deaths of infants ander one vear of age, making the infant
mortality for the year 66:6 per 1,000 births registered.

From the prineipal Zymotie diseases 3 deaths occurred, 2 from Whooping
Cough and 1 from Enteric Fever. There was one death from Enteritis, 3 from
Phihisiz, and 2 from other Tuberenlons Diseasges, 10 from Cancer, gi\'iug a death-
rate of 12 per 1,000 for the vear, as against -8 for 1908, making, I am sorey to
add, 2 slight inerease from this disease. Ten deaths oeccorved from Dronehitis, 6
from Poenmonis, 1 from Aleoholism, 1 from Venereal Disease, 2 from Premature
Birth, 2 from Discases of Parturilion, 19 from Heart Diseases, 8 from Aceidents,
and 1 Buicide.  From all other eanses 41.

Twentv-gix cases of Infections Diseases were notified during the vear; 24 from
the Amesbury Distriet, and 2 from the Oveheston Distviet.  One ease of Diphtheria
occurved at Amesbury. It was of a mild type, and precauntions being talken, the
dizease did not spread. Two cases of Ervsipelas were notified.  One ocenrred at
the Workhouse, Amesbury. This ease was of a very severe character, but every pre-
cantion h-Eillg taken, the disease did not :aiu'-l,-ful. I am nnalbde to attribuate it to any
definite canse. The second ease ocenrred at Wilsford, but was of a very mild type.
One ease of Enteric Fever was notified from Amesbury.  As the sanitary conditions
of the premises were in good order 1 eannot attribute it to any specific canse.

Twenty-two cases of Searlet Fever were notified, 20 in the Amesbury District,
and 2 in the Orcheston Mistret.  Fleven cases ocenrred at f."ll_]:'l'iug!nn, 5 at Fi;_:|n'|—
dean, 2 at Alton Parva, 1 at Amesbury, 2 at Brigmerston, 1 at Durnford.  The case
at Amesbory and one at Bl‘i,‘_.,"tl]t‘j‘slbt] ocetirred in houses occupied by Officers
engaged daily at the Military Camp.  Of the ecases notified in the Orcheston Dis-
trict, one occurred at Shrewton and one at Winterbourne Stoke.  Both cases were
of a mild tvpe. Disinfection was doly carried ont and the disease did not spread.

In consequence of the outbreak of Scarlet Fever at Dwrrington the Military
Authorities placed this Village out of bounds. 1 had an interview with the Chier
Medieal Officer az to what arrangements eould be made Lo meet this ontbreak, and
he, as you know, agreed to take all our cases into the Military Infeetions Hospital,
at an agreed sum (m all eleven eases). lemust here mention that the Military
Anthonties provide hospital accommodation for all War Office tenants, but not for
any other eivilians ; so the arrangement previeusly mentioned, ovly held good for
that particalar ontbreak, and therefore we cannol vely on the Military Hospital for
the future. Under the cirenmstanees i will be peeessary for your Connetl in case of
any outbreak of infections sickness to provide some means of isolation. As the
Isolation Hospital for your Distriet is not yet in evidence, I might perhaps be
allowed to suggest a temporary canvas hospital, or an arrangement might be made
with the Salisbury or Devizes Isolation Hospitals, at a fixed charge per week.
Suppesing ouly a few cases were notified in the vieinity of the Military Camps the
latter arrangement would be the less costly.
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If Isolation of some sort i= not provided for eases ﬂmmi"ﬁ near the Military
Camps, the Villages in the infected avea will be put out of bounds.

The ‘National School at Figheldean was closed from May Gth to the 1Tth owing
to Scarlet Fever.

In all eases of Tnfections Diseases the honses, eottages and sehools were disin-
feeted and whitewashed and all precautions taken to prevent disease spreading.

All the infected eottages owned by the War Office were dealt with by the War
Office Anthoritices.

As the camping ont season will soon be commencing, | would like again to
reémind vou of the many cunreiuiuts I reecived from the inhabitants of Durrington
and Shrewton as to the nmisance caused by depositing camp refuse of a most
offensive description in close proximity to their houses. T wrote your Council a
special report on this matter last Aungust, urging you to prohibit any person or
persons from depositing this objectionable refuse within a mile of any dwelling, and
I would again urge upon you the absolute necessity of preventing this intolerable
nuisance, either by a bye-law or some other effective measure,

The Medical inspection of School Children was undertaken last yvear by a
resident Medical Officer of the Distriet, but the work is now carried on by two whole
time County Inspectors, not engaged in general medieal practice,

During the year, 10 samples of water have been analysed, and were of a satis-
factory standard of purity, with one exception, viz., the well =sapplying the cottages
at Windsor Tervace, Durringlon.  This water was analvsed by Dy, Tobb-Thomas,
and was found to be nnfit for domestic nse.  The well has been thoronghly cleaned
out, and up to this time, [ have had no farther complaint. Eleven wells were
cleansed and repaired and 17 new wells were sunk.

Twenty-four honges have been built during the year, 38 were cleansed and
limewashed, and 5 made fit for habitation.

The Streams and water-conrses are in good order and the water supply plentiful
and good throughout the District.

The Slanghter-honses, Bake-houses, Dairies and Cowsheds have been duly
inspected and found generally satisfactory. Manpy improvements have been made
in the Dairies and Cowsheds sinee my last report notably in the Awmesbury Distriet.
The lighting, ventilation, enbie space, pitehing of the vards, ete., is well up-to-date.

The Burial Grounds are in good order, the Churchyard at Maddington being
now eompleted.

No legal proceedings bhave been taken or required during the year.

My thauks are due to Mr. Huxham for the careful way he has eavried out his
duties of inspection and disinfection.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
CHARLES EDDOWES,
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TABLE IV.—Canses of, aud Ages at, Deatk during 1909, in the the Amesbury Rural District.
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TABLE V.—Infantile Morinlity during the year 1909, in the Awesbury lewral Lisirict.

Deaths frorm stated Canses in Weeks and Months under One Year of Age.
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(Signed) JOUN T. HUXHAM.
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LANUAETEE, THE ELECTRI? PRIKTERY, NEW STREET, SALISEURY.









