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MEDICAIL OFFICER OF HEALTH - H.P, HARPUR, M.D., (Died 5th
January ,1956)

i L. RICH, M.B., CheB. ;MuRsCa0sGe s
- D.P.H. (Appointed

E SURVEYCOR AND SANITARY INSPECTOR - 8. HAIGH, CoR.S.I., M.5.I.A.

|

iETn the Chairman and Menmbers of the Alsager Urban Distriet Council,
| Mr. Chairmen, Ladies and Gentlemen,

1 I have the honour to present to you the Annual Report
' on the Health and Sanitary Cireumstaneces of the Urban Distriet for the

year 1955,

It is with deep regret that I have to record the death
.ﬂf Dy HeP. Harpur, M.D. , your late Mediecal Officer of Health who
' Would in normal cirecumstances be presenting this report. Hie services
tﬂ the Digtriect are well lmown, and he will be very much missed,

g During the year, there were 130 cases of Measles notified,
- but no cases of Whooping Gnugh or Scarlet Fever are recorded. There
| has been an increase in the estimated population of over 200, despite
tha fall in the birth rate. It iz also satisfactory to recard that
thare has been no death of a mother in child-birth.

In a survey, carried out by the Surveyor and Sanitary
Inspector, to assess the number of houses unfit for human habitation
and suitable for inclusion in Slum Clearance, Alsager has the proud
" distinetion of having no such arcas of properties within its
boundaries, Apart from a very few individual unfit houses, the
- standard of housing in the Urban Distriet is remarkably high.

I wish te thank your Clerk and the menibers of his Staff
for the assistance they have rendered to me in the compilation of this
report, and particularly to your Surveyor and Sanitary Inspector,

Mr, Haigh, without whose help; I certainly could not have been in the
" position to present this Annual Report.

I beg to remain,

Your obedient Servant,

L. RICH,
Medical Officer of Health.

'The figures in brackets throughout this report are for 1954.







STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Extracts from Vital Statistics

Estimated populationn  sue  see ses s 5,880 (5,660)

Total Male Female
5 Legitimate 71 (90} u7 (4u3) 24 (47)
live births
& Illegitimate BN e 1 =0 A3 T
- Legitimate I ()T R SR - TR [ W -
8till births
Illegitimate i (8 S S [ TR B
i¥e birth rate per 1,000 estimated average population mid.1955 11.2 (14.4
i¥e birth rate for England & Wales per 1,000 of the population 15 15, &
BEi1]l birth rate per 1,000 total (live and still) births 394 (52,6
{86111l birth rate per 1,000 total population «51( .88
@Eill birth rate for England & Wales per 1,000 total population EﬁTi
‘8l AL
ifantile Mortalit
The total number of deaths is shown as fellows:-
Total Male Female
Legitimate 2 (1) 1 (=) T - ¥h
: 3 Illegitimate == = =) = )
B Infantile mortality rate per 1,000 live births 27:3 (11.1
. Infantile mortality rate for England & Wales 24,9 25. L
. Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births 28.1 {11.1
, Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births (0] o
i :
e Total Male Fomale
Deaths, all ages ué (49) 23 (33) 23 (16)
Death rate per 1,000 estimated average population 8.8 {9-?;
Death rate for England & Wales per 1,000 of the pupulatien 11.7(11.3







The following table shows the deaths from all ecauses within the

distriect during the past year:-

Cause Total | Male |Female
]

Tuberculosis » I‘Eﬂpiratﬂrﬁr LN e en e a = = =
Tuberculosis,; other ... PR inil P san - = -
B}i‘philit—ic diEEEEE LR ] LR ] LR ] L LN = e -
Di}?htheria [N ] [N ] [N ER N " ow o oy =
“hﬂﬂping ﬂﬂugh 'R ] 'R} 'R ] 'R 'R ] = 5 L
“ﬁninﬂ'ﬁﬂnﬁﬂal infections e en TR - w - : ! =
Acute Polionyelitis ... . R ok Fro - N -
Hﬂaﬂlﬂﬂ TR TN 'R - Ew e — I e -
Other infective and parasitic diseases ... aua - | = -
Malignant neoplasm, stomach ... S S i 2 | 2 -
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus P - 1 E A -
Malignant neoplasm, breast ... & e Y 1 Ben 5 1
Hﬂimt nEOPlElE-m, nterus T aaw 'EE ew L ! o 0y
Other malignant & lymphatic necplasms il S 6 Ik mpikk 2
Leukaemia, aleukaemia e i ARG - b i -
Diahﬂtﬁﬂ LA EC L L L l 1 l o
Vascular Lesions of nervous system ane e 7 T e
Coronary disease, angina s s P i 5 1 L
Hypertension with heart disease P e . - - =
Other heart diseases .. S e . i L - | 4
Other ﬂiraﬂ&tﬂ‘ry dlseaBes sus e e #an = e E =
Inﬂu‘snzﬂ - .- L LI L LN = e ! o
Pneumonia CEmEw 'TE] e ] e 1 1 { m
Bl‘ﬂhnhitis - wa 'R aw T 'EE | P i? =
Other diseases of respiratory system e s 3 2 | 1
Uleer of stomach and ducdenum e A Tt 1 I | =
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhocea son o - = it
H&leitiﬂ EI!-d II.EIJhI‘ﬂ'EiE [ ] - N FHN l 1 =
Hyperplasia of prostate . P s aew - = =
Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion "5 e i = = =
Gﬂ'ﬂgﬂnitﬂl Iﬂﬁlfl:lrmﬂt-iunﬂ- '] 'R ] TR & l iy l
Other defined and 111 defined dAiBeases .ve  sos 6 2 L
Motor vehicle accidents e s i e 1, 1 -
All other accidents ..a 4w -wa aww e 2 g* 2
Suicide aaw TR " e -aw = L o
Homicide and operations of war R L R ses - = -

Total L& 25 23







Deaths from Puerperal and Maternal causes

Ho, of Deaths
Puerperal Sepsis

- (=)
Other Maternal causes

laternal iortality rate per 1,000 live and still bpirths (0]

GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES

FOR THE AREA

Care of Mothers and Young Children

An Infant Welfare Clinie is held at the St. Mary's Schools
i the afternoon of the lat, 3rd and 5th Tueadays. This Clinie is in
he charge of Miss E.G. umith, the Hesalth Visitor, assisted by
pluntary helpers. The mothers attend here, not merely to have their
plldren weipghed, but to receive adviee on the diet and matters of
}- th eduecation,

The present standard of child ecare is particularly

and a large smount of the credit for this is due to the work of the
Elth Vigitors and Nurses, both in the Infant Welfare Clinics and when
isiting the homes.

The Divisional Health Committes was delegated the duties of the
e of Welfare Foods for Infants, Fregnant and Nursing Mothers. These
=-dB conasist of National Dried Milk, Vitamin Tablets, Cod Liver 0il

pd Orange Julece, and to carry out this function, a Centre was

Bstablished at the Council Premises in Lawton Road, where on three days

iweek, the members of the W.V.S. voluntarily undertake its sale and

aatribution. In addition, the voluntary helpere at the Infant Welfare
Futre also sell these Welfare Foods.

The table below will give some indication of the numbers
ittending at the Cliniec.

nfant Welfare
Total Nos. of Ceses seenl Average per
Hew Cascs Attendances Clinics held by Dector Clinic seen
=3 1-2 ~ 2-5 _0=1 J=2 2-5 by Doctor
s = - 6lfl 165 139 28 195 669
{83) (=) (-) (588)(119)(127) (28) (135) (Le8)
Total Noe. of Average
New Cases Attendances Clinics held per Clinie
phthalmic Clinie L (9) 16 (29) 10 (13) 1.6 (2:8)
H.T. Clinie 10 (1) 15 (15)

12 (12) L2 (12

Midwifery

The midwife for the district isi-

Mrs, E.L. Pedley, 6, Audley Road, Alsager.

Telephone: Alsager 583,







It will be noted that of the total number of births to
mothers in Alsager, a considerable proportion are born at home.
Wherever possible, it is best for mothers %o have their babies at
homey, provided medieally she is in a it state and the home condiiions
are satisfactory.

Birthe 1955
Hospital Home Private N. Home 1
e DT ,
Live 81111 Live 5till Live 5til1l
L3 1 30 1 = -

Home Nursing

The Diatrilct Hurse for Alsager is:=

Mrs. E. Weatherall. 27, Cresswellshawe Road, Telephonet
Al sager. Alsager 67.

The Home Nurse works under the direction of the family Doector,
looking after patients in their own homes. Becsuse of this, many cases,
who otherwise would have to be admitted to hospital, are dealt with by
the family Doctor and Home Nurse with advantage to all concerned. This
work of the Home Nurse, in assisting the General Practitioner in the
treatment of patients at home, helps very considerably in relieving the
gtrein on our hospitals. No finer tribute could be paid to this work
than by recalling that no single complaint was received during the
years

Vaccination and Immunisation

I am pleased to report that during the year, no case of
Diphtheria or Whooping Cough has been notified. There is no doubt
that should ths level of immmmisation against Diphtheria fall, we may
onece again get a return of this crippling and deadly disease. The young
mother of to-day has no conception of Diphtheria as a killing discase
and there is a tendancy for the percentage of children immunised against
Diphtheria to fall because of this. By offering Diphtheris immanisation
conbined with Whooping Cough Immunisation, we do manage to kecp the
fipures high.

It should also be stressed that notenough infants are being
vacelnated against Smalipox. In the Tirst few months of 1life, this is
a relatively harmless and minor procedure, and when once done, confirms
protection and renders a second vaccination also relatively harmless.

Statistics

E‘.EE'_E_]}_G_ Piﬂ Tmrminis =) tion

Pre—gchool children
Sechool gchildren

IIUI

3 (11)

Reinforeing Injections 141 (36)

E-







Whooping Cough Immunisation

Pre—-school children
gehoel children

Pre-school children
Sehool children

Fre-school children
School children
Adults

Pre-gechool ehildren
dchool children
Adults

 Combined Immunisation (Diphtheria and Whooping Cough)

&
=Rl
C &
b~
5 i)
30 §3T§
- 7
L 2
31 (46)
e
By &

6 (6)

=

===

Ambulance and Sitting Case Capr ‘‘ransport

Ambulance Fipures = 1955

The work of the ambulance in Alsager continues at a Tairly
iigh level and I am pleased that there are very few complaints.
hoped, in the near future, to provide a new arbulance for our district.

It is

Jan.s | Feb. | Har. lA@r. May |June |July [Aug. [Sept.| Cet.| Now| Deec,
1568 | 1 1891 | 1636 1767 (1802]|1841{183,11723|1780(1720{1596

(1953) [1-’%%}{EE'DEJIE1555}0.891]13.?65}&33]}{191 Rr6jle1z)|esa3|ses)
60 58 b6 58 |66 | 70 | 68 | 68 | 64 | 64 | &L | 59
(72) | (65) | (70) | (61) |(78) |(71) |(67)} (74) {(86) |(77)|(65)](62)
6| 169 2771 260 249] 254 1 1| 285| 274| 321] 229
(321) (318) (341)] (279) (91)] (268) égaj (é3) (273) G4 (305) (15)

uring the year.
more home helps were available,
bften makes it possible for a cese to remain at home instead of having
0 be admitted to hospital or institution. The major part of the Home
glp Hervice deals with old people who definitely prefer to remain in

their pwm homes,

Domestic Help Service

There is no

There has been a slight increase in the number of cases attended
doubt that much more could be done if

The availability of the home help very







Statistics relating to the Home Help Service

i;'55 are as follows:-

Home Helps employed during 1955

Full Time
Temporary
Casual

|
I = RS R Y I |

Home Helps employed at 31st December, 1955

Full Time
Temporary
Casual

Applications received during 1955

Confinement
Siclmess
Tuberculosis
Aged and Infirm

Cases attended during 1955

Confinement
Bickness
T™iberculosis
Aged and Infirm

PREVALENCE OF

AND CONTROL

INFECTIOUS DISEASE

|I=~JI

I~

]

OVER

Fa e ¥ o
=@
L

il in
[ ==

provided during

. The following Table gives the number of cases of Infectious
liseases notified during the year.

Notifiable Diseases (other than Tuberculosis) during the Year 1955.

Ape distribution

Total

Cags| Admitted

Cazses

sease Under Iﬁﬁ &| Fotid teo Total
1 [-42-|34445-10 415420 -|55{!5-|over] Tied|Hospital|Deaths
¥eipelas = =l =] == |- - |- - o [ S L - -
leasles 1 [8P7[L3j16{7 L= [= { -1 ~| =|230 = =
i al - 1







Tuberculosis
For comparative purpoaes I have recorded the notifications

of Tuberculosie during 1955 in conjunction with the notifications of
thie disease received each year sinee 1346,

Notifications - 19L& to 1955

I
2046139071198 | 3919 11950 | 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 11955
PINPIP[Fe PP |PIIF |F [ | PP | PR | PP | B IiP _(PILE

H
\n

1
¥
\n
[
'n_l

14

i
il
i

e o T e e et P T o

|
Total p| -16] 3lula Iuf-Jafa]a|-15

It
1]
[l
|
H
i
I
|
|
I
1
I
i
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Deaths - 1946 to 1955

] [
il s

s (=

1ou6l1ou7]19h8 | 1949 | 1950] 1951 1952
NE|P[UF[FINP | P[NP | F

| MALE
Up to 1 year
L= 5

5 =15
15 = 25
25 - 35 i
a5 = 45 1
L5 = 55
55 = 65
65 and over 1

FEWALE

Ip to 1 year
1= 5

b5 - 65
65 and over

Total glisl=ei~]~1- |3







Cases on the Tuberculosis Register at 3lat December, 1955 were
as follows:i=

Up tg 65 &
1 yr}l=5|5-15|15=-258|25=35| 35=45 |45=55 |55-65| over | Total
e Pulmonary = I - 2 i = L ¥ 4
= 1E mnﬂr? - s - 1 - - 3 - - f‘_
.!'-'- Non-
Fulmonary = | o= |3 1 - 1 1 1 - 5
'emale Non-
Pulmonary - - L - - 'y - - - 2

SANITARY CIRCUMETANCES OF THE AREA

The fbllawing sectlons of this report cover the work of the
Sanitary Inspector's Department, and have been compiled by Mr. S. Haigh,
the Surveyor and Sanltary Inspector.

Water Bupply

Source:
The water is drawn from three Boreholes situated at Audley Road.

Zreatment:

The water is filtered, softened and chlorinated at the source.
For the past 3 years, No's. 1 and 2 pumps have been removed, overhauled
and cleaned.

wality:

Analyeis shows that the water is suitable for all domestic
PUPDOSESs

Al

The Council have given consideration to the question of an
Badditional supply of water, and have now proceeded to a stage when an
application has been made to the Ministry of Housing and Local
government for a licence to abstract water under the Undergrcound Water
LControlled areas) Regulations, 1949.

Sewerage and Sewags Disposal

The Council own and maintain two sewage disposal works at Day
Green and Longview,

The Day Green Works are old and are now overloaded and
ponsideration has been given to the modernising and enlarging.

The Longview Viorks have been cleaned and these works are in good
pondition, but show sime of overlecading during storms. Additional
Bludge drying beds are required.

The sewerage from Close Lane grea is discharged and treated at
the works of the Royal Ordnance Factory.

The general zewerage of the district so far as it goes ia
wonsidered satisfactorys

An extension to the sewerage system has been mede during the year
Bt Talke Road and Plkemere Roads

-9 -







Collection and ogal

The Council maintain s regular collection of Refuse Removal
based on a Bonus system whereby the bins are emptied over a period of
geven and a half working dayse

The refuse is disposed of by tipping.
A number of earth closets st111 remain to be collected,

Housing

(a) During the year the following sction has been taken under
the Housing Acts:=-

Houeses inspected Lo

Houses where informal notiece has
been given =)

Houses where Btatutory Notices
have bech perved 1

Houses where defects have been
remedied as a result of informal
notices &

Houses where defects have been
remedied as a result of Statutory
Notice Nil

Houses where defeecta have been
remedied by Council in default Nil

(b) Houses built by Private Enterprise:=-

During the year ended 31st Decerber, 1955, 23 houses
were erected by Private Enterprise and 29 were under
construction.

(e) Houses built by the Council:-

During the year ended 31st December, 1955, 72 houses
were erccted by the Council, and 12 were under construction,

{(d) Total number of Council Houses sinece 1945:-

Houses 458
Prefabs 10

(e} In addition, in 19431, LOL houses and flats were built by the
Ministry of Works for the Royal Ordnance Factory.

food & Drugs Act
Regular vieits were made to all food premises during the year,
Slaughterhouses:

All meat slaughtercd in the distrlet 1s inspected and the
ndition of Slaughtering and the Slaughterhouses are inspected,

During the year the following guantities of meat were
ondemned, Weight given in pounds.

Beef Veal Mutto Pork
1590 ' 8 119 288







Bummary of Viesits

Re=Visits 110
Refuse Collection and Disposal 32
Sewerage and Drainage &0
Sewage Works 20
Water Supply 20

Factories and Workshops

Caravans L

Food and Drugs 1z

Infectious Diseases 12

FPublic Houses 2

Huisances 10

Rodent Control 12
Hodent Control

No serious infestation exists in the distriet, complaints
dealt with as they are reported,.

_ The necessary test and treatment of the Council's sewers
ve been carried out.

Factories

Routine inspections of factories are made from time to
e and the following table indicatcs the position for 1955:-

lNos of No. of lio. of
Premises No. o0 |Inspect—|Written | Occupiers
Register ions Notices FProsecuted

Factories in which
Sections Ly 2,- 3:- L and
6 are to be cnforced
by Local Authority. 9 9 - -
Pactories not ineluded
in {1 in which Seetion
7 is enforeced by Local
Authority - - - =
Other premises in which
Bection 7 is enforced
by Local Authority 6 6 - -

15 15 - -
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