[Report 1963] / Medical Officer of Health, Alnwick U.D.C.

Contributors

Alnwick (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1963

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/u52w5Suv8

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode













B







ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 1EDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
1963

To the Chairman and Members of the Almwick Urban Distriet Council

kir. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you my fourth Annmual Report on the health
and sanitary conditicns of the District during the year 1963,

During this year the birth rate shows a slight drop from the previous year
and was slightly less than the national average.

It is most encouraging to report that during the year, there were no infant
degths in the towm of Almwick, This is the firut time that this has been recorded
and is an indication of the very high standard of maternal and infant welfare,
which is now prevalent,

There was a slight drop in the overall death rate compared with the previcus
year, and this rate closely follows the national level, There is not much
difference in the main causes of death from the rost recent previous years, and
a fairly clear pattern has becane esteblished, About half of the deaths were
due to cardio-vascular causes, auch as coronary thrombosis and vascular lesions
of the nervous system, and about one death in five reculted from malignant
conditions.

There is not a great deal to report about infectious diseases. It will be
cbserved that the only disease notified was lieasles, of which 96 cases occurred.
This has followed the typical pattern, whereby epidemics occur in two yearly
eycles, There was a gratifying drop in Tubereulosis, in fact ouly one notification
of the non-pulmonary type occurred,

The immmisation state of the young population of the Listrict is vary
satisfactory and protection against poliomyelitis must be very nearly complete
in the young ag® groups, This is typical of most areas and the last few years
have seen the most dramatic decline in the incidence of thisz tragic disease
throughout the country,

Immmisation against diphtheria, whooping cough and tetanus has likewise
been maintained at a satisfactory level in the population, There was a
ocnsiderable decrease in the number of vaccinations during the year. There were
two reasons for this, The first, that the previous year showed an sbnormally
large number of vaccinations, becauss of a smallpox scare which occurred during

the year in another part of the country,



Also a change of policy in the last year has caused a temporary drop in the
number of infants vaccinated, It is now considered that primary vaccination
is best carried out during the second year of life, hence the apparent drop in the
numbers vaccinated in 1963.

During 1963 & important item of public health legislation occurred,
concerning meat inspection, It becames mandatory for Local Authorities to ensure
that all meat be inspected before leaving the slaughterhouges. In faect in this
District 100 /4 inspection by a qualified meat inspector has been carried out for
some time, s0 no changes in procedure were necessary.

It is moat satisfactory to note from the Publie Hesglth Inapector's report
that therea has been another spurt in house bnilding in the District. A further
19 houses built by the Authority were completed during the year and a considerable
number of houses are nearing completion in the Clayport area, and this, together
with future building development will no doubt, go a long way towards easing the
chronic housing shortsge, The luast three or four years has indeed seen a Very
great improvement in the reduction in size of the houaing list, There was
however, a disappointingly amall number of applications for Improvemsnt Grants.
This excellent method of improving the ammenities of sub-standard property has not
been taken up to the extent that it should., The time must be approaching wher the
Authority must consider using its compulsory powers to enforce the modernisation
of properties which are capable of such improvement.

I wish to extend my sincere appreciation to the Chairman and Menbers of
the Council, the Clerk, Surveyor, and Public Health Inspector, for their
interest and help during the year.

I am,

iir, Chaarman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

Medical Officer of Hsalth




GENERAL STATISTICS
The area cof the district was 4,778 acres,

The number of inhabited houses was 2388 and the number of
new houses completed during the year was 23.

The rateable value was £223,503 and the sum represented by
a penny rate was £920,

The estimated mid-year population was 7,610 and this figure
was taken when celeulating the birth and deagth rate.

VITAL STATISTICS

Live Births lales Femeles Total
Legitimate &0 Bl 114
Illegitimate KE b 9

Totals b5 59 123
Crude Birth Rate per 1,000 population 16,16
Crude Birth Rate multiplied by Comparability Factor 18,09
Illegitimate live births per cenmt of total live births 731

Still Births
Legitimate 1 1 2
Illegitimate - = -

Totals A3 1 2
8tillbirth rate per 1,000 total live and =till birthe 16,00
Total live and still bairths 125

Infant Deaths (deaths under one year)

Legitimate - - -
Illagiti.ma.tﬂ = = =
Totals = = x|

Infant lortality Rates

Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births -
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births -
Illegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate live births -

Neo-natal lortality Rate
Legitimate - - -
Illegitimate = e =
Totals = = =

Totzls under four weeks per 1,000 total live births

Early Neo-natal Mortality Rate

Legitimate
Illegitimate

Iy i
Illl i
Il

Totals

Deaths under one week per 1,000 total live births



Perinatal Mortality Rate

3tillbirths and deaths under one week combined

per 1,000 total live and still births

Maternal Mortality (including abortion)

Number of deaths
Rate per 1,000 total live and still births

Deaths

Crude Death Rate per 1,000 population

Males
The

Crude Death Rate multiplied by Comparability Factor

Deaths from Puerperal Sepais
Deaths from Other Puerperal Causes
Deaths from Cancer

CHIEF CAUSES OF TEATH

Tuberculosis Ei’mspiratmy}
Tuberculosis (Other)
Syphilitic Discase
Diphtheria
Whooping Cough
Meningococcal Infections
Acute Poliomyelitis
Measles
Other infective and parasitic diseases
Malignant Weoplasm, Stomach

= L Lung, Bronchus

n L L] Bmas-t

L1} il “tam
Other malignant and lymphatic necplasms
Leukaemia, aleukaemia
Diabetes
Vascular Lesions of the Nervous System
Corpnary Disease, Angina
Hypertension with Heart Disease
Ofther Heart Dissase
Other Circulatory Disease
Influenza
FPneumonig
Eronchitis
Other diseases of respirstory system
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum
Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea
Hephritis and Nephrosis
Hyperplasia of Prostate
Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion
Congenital Malformations
Other defined and ill-defined diseasas
liotor Vehicle Accidents
All Other Accidents
Budcide
Homicide and Operations of War

Totals

linles

Iﬁllll-’l-'!-'l.lllr-"lII'\-!I-F"«-.HI—"HI—'m‘dll'UlII-F'HII‘III-IIII

Females

5

Females
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Total
87

11,43
12,68

17

Total
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Scarlet Fever

TThooping Cough -
Diphtheria -
leasles o8
Pneumonia -
Cerebro-spinal keningitis -
Enteric Fever -
Erysipelas -
fcute Folicmyelitis -
Dy=entery -
Ophthalmia Neonatorum -
Puerperal Pyrexia =
'Emalle -
Paretyphoid Pever =
Food Poisoning -
Encephalitis -
TUBERCULOSIS
[ New Cases Deaths
Age monary | Non-Pulmonary | Pulmonary | Non-Pulmonar -
Groups I F i L | B
0-15 - 1 -1 = ol = -
15«25 - - - - - -
2545 - = - -] = = | = =
L5-65 - - - - - -l - -
65+ - - - - - -1 - 1
Totals = = il -l = | = 1




INFANT MORTALITY
1930-1963

Number of
Infant Deaths

1930
1931
1932
1935
1954
1935
1936
1937
1338
1933

1941)
lﬁhﬂg
1943
194k
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1550
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1357
1958

1959 .

1960
1961
1962
1963

Rate per 1,000

Live Births

WA A =] A0 =l AT

Record Incomplete
HRecord Incomplete

Recerd Incomplete

F

[
= o

=t
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L2,73
68.32
92,78
60.87
45,0k
27.77
56.60
50,0
57 ke

72.91
100,0
bbb
46,7
35.7
.6
59.4
62.5
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Infant liortality
England and Wales

60
66
64
63
59
57
59

53
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POLIOMYFELITIS VACCINATION

North No. 1 and 2 Areas
The following table shows the number of persons vaceinated against

poliomyelitis during the yesar ended 31st December, 1963,

Humber of Persons

¢ Injections = Balk Vaceine &
frd Booster = B3alk Vaccine F
#th Booster = Salk Vaccine -
! doses = Oral Vaoccine 105,
Booster deose oral after 2 Sglk injections 184
Booster dose oral after 3 Salk injections L20
Sposter dose oral gfter 3 Oral dosas 13

SMATLPOX VACCINATION

North Ne, 2

umber ated during Feriod Number Re-vaccinated
nder 15 or Tnder 15 or
1 | 1] 24 [5-1h| over |Total| 1 [1 |24 5-14 over |Total
Unwick UD, | 10 | -| =~ | = 10 | 20 = g o e Gl [ I S ]
Unwick B.D. | 27 | 7| & | 5 3 | 46 = f=] 2 6=t ne i EE
jmble U.D, 8@ |26| 3 | 2 8 | AT ok 1 el T | = 1
tothbury R.D. | 53 | 5| = | 3 5 | e& it 1 iy I S ol L O |
Totals B |38 7 |10 2L 1177 1 i-| 3|20 67 | 9L
TN ISATT N
Primary Icrunisation Secordary (Reirforcing)Injaction.
| Urder| | nder | [ i
i 1 | 3]l 2]3]|k]5-910-15Total] 1 f1 {2 {3 ]|k |Es9 10-14 Total
i 1
Bl —o|abod -] - - [ - | - |- [-Rebedo- | 22
Diphtheria, | | |
‘Whooning |55 |2/ 2|=]| - - |11 1 J1]5]6 5}{- 21
|Cough and :
(Tetanus | i
, !
Diphtheris | ;
:-ImrlTutm|- -l = =|=-] 2] - 2 - ---115|‘ 16
i |
l'i‘utalu 155 sel 2|l 2]|=| 2] = | 2113 1 1!5 Elﬂlﬁ%- 49




LATUAL REFORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSFECTOR

lﬁi
HOUSING
(a) STATISTICS
New hougses completed during the year With state Unaided Total
Assistance
a By Local Authority 19 _ 19
b) By Private Persons = L b
Total number of inhabited houses in district 2388
Total number of houses owmed by the Local Authority 1045
Closing and Demolitions Number of Houses
1, Houses demclished in (learance Areas -
2., Houses demolished not in Clearance Areas 2k
3. Houses closed, not democlished ]
L. Houses permanently discontinued as dwellings
and not included inthe above -
Repairs - Houses made fit
5. By informal action 12
6., By owners, following statutory notice -
7. By local authority in default of owmers -
8. Demolition Orders revoked after reconstruction -
Houses patched
9. Houges in clearance areas still in use at end of year
for temporary accommodation =
Clearance Programme
10, Number of unfit houses in clearance programne remaining
to be dealt with at end of year. 80
Improvement Grants Hurber of separate houses |
(a) Discretionary Grants
1. Applications submitted to Local Authority during the year 6
2. Applieations rejected =
3. Applications approved 6
L. Approximate asverage grant approved per house £321
5. Total number of houses approved for grant since
inception of scheme, 105 ]
(b) Standard Grants During the Total to
zar cate
1, lunber of smeparate heouses for which grants
have been made 8 29
2. Number of houses so provided with
a) Bath or shower 5 22
b) Wash~hand basin 5 23
¢) Hot water supply 3 20
d) Water closet a 25
g] Food stors 3 19



(b) GREEN BATT - BONDGATE REDEVELOPMENT AREA

The remaining 11 houses were completed and occupied, Agreement was
reached with the Northern Press Ltd. regarding the Gazette Printing Works,
and this stone building was cement-rendered and pebble dashed, and woodwork
painted to blend with the new houses, A4 new front enterance door was also
provided,
{c) CLAYPORT NORTH WEST AREA

411 31 houses in FPhase IT of the progromms were under construction at
the end of the year. The remaining two houses in the area were demplished
to enable bailding to proceed.

(d) GREEN BATT - PRUDHOE STREET

The 8 two bedroom type bungalows for elderly people, known as 5%, Pauls
Garth, were all occupied in December,

Two edditional houses for the police are under construction by
Northumberland County Council.

() CHENERAL

Good progress was made with the demoliticn of unfit houses and with the
construction of houses in Clayport North Vest Area, and fuature sites earmarked
for development, it is anticipated tha* the slum clearance prograrme will be
completed by the end of 1366, It may become necessary to enforce improvementus
in the many -e,uhstmﬁarﬂ. dwellings which could be brougiiup to standard with
Grant Aid, otherwise further slums will develop,

There were no certificetes of disrepair issued under the Rent Aet, 195/.

(£f) BEGISFERED COMON LODGING HOUSES

There are none in the distriet,

HOUSES FRECTED HOUSES DEOLISEED OR CLOSED
[+1]
E w| T E 8 m-"§ E 5
Aeal Bul 2 g M «1 |la =
Lo | I E 2 ke o
§ (25 23| 223(3 M EIE:
- n’i'n. S ‘3 i ﬂ 'a == [Z78 =
1957 | 7| 64 - In 5 3 8 H.B.
1958 | & - - L 12 2 14 3 dwellings rsported
1959 | 6 - 1 7 10 = 10 as "Closed® have
1960 | 2| - SR 22 2 2l since been demolished
1961 | 25| 1L - 3y 5 2 T and ars included in
1962 | 25| 2 =. {ha 31 6 37 figures
1963 | 4| 19 - 123 2l g 33
ot 90! 115 1 206 109 2L [133

L+



THEE" SUPFLY
The district is served by the Newcastle and Gateshead Water Company,
who maintained a plentiful and wholesome supply throughout the year.
No samples were tgken for chemical analysis. The results of six samples
taken for bacterioclogical examinations were all satisfactory.
The pumber of dwellinghouses, and the number of ths population supplied

from public water mains are as follows:-

Hunber of o

Dwelling Houses Supplied
Ea; direct to houses 2289 6902
b) by means of standpipes e %

FUELIC S"TD4ONG BATHS
There are 2o Public Swimming Baths in the district.

FOOD
(1) ums

All dealers' licences are now granted by the Northumberland County
Council as the food and drugs authority, cnd regular sampling has been
carried ouft by the County FPublic Health Inapector,

Results of Samples (Bacteriological)

Grads of Milk Satisfactory Unsatisfactory
Tuberculin Tested 3 =
Pasteuriged 2k ~
T.T. Pasteurised 13 -

(2) FOOD HYGIENE REGULATIONS 1950 and 1962

Contravertions or deficiencies were brought to the notice of the food
traoders concerned, and the following defects or deficiencies were remedied.

Walls and ceilings repaired

Walls and ceilings redecorated

Firat aid equipment provided

Sanitary conveniences cleansad

Sogpe, towels and nail brushes provided
Hew table top provided

Locker accammodation provided

Hot water maintained

e el Nl

10




There were no prosecutions during the year but warning letters were
gent to an ice-cream manufacturer for selling ice-cream from a vehicle which
was not provided with soap, towels, and neil brush, and to g baker for
selling a bread roll which contained dirt in the depressions of the roll,

121 premises are covered by the regulations,

(3) FOOD INSFECTIONM (OTHER THAY FRESH CARCASE LEAT)

18 visits were made to food premises for the primary purpose of food

inspection, The following were voluntarily surrendered and destroyed at

the Ba_at Camledge Park Refuse Tip:-

30 tins Cocked licata
69 " PFruit
4L3 " Vagetables

g "  Milk and Wilk Foods
2 7 Fish

I " lBoup

1l leg Pork

2 Chickens

1 Calf Carcase
Total weight of foodstuffs condemmed - 287 lbs,

SLAUGHTERHOUSES

The construction of two privately owned slaughterhouses was compleved
and slaughtering commenced in J.E. Allan's slaughterhouse on 30th ifay, and
'H_u.t of R, Turpbull on 29th July.

Whilst both slaughterhouses are of identical design, that of J.E. Allan
has additional cold storage accommodation.

Both slaughterhouses have been exceptionally well managed, and there has
/been no cause for complaint,
Under the Meat Inspection Regulations 1963, the following charges are
made for meat inspection as from lst October:-

N e
6d, per sheep, lamb and goat.,

The total amount of £28, 11, 94. is to be recovered for the period
1st October - jlst December,
The Council agreed to undertake the removal of refuse from the

slaughterhcuses twice weeldly for the sum of 30/- per week.

23 licences were granted to slaughtermen during the year, and 2
slaughterhouse licences were issued,
All carcases and offal inspected were free from tuberculosis and cysticercosis.
11




CARCASES AND OFFAL, THSTFECTED AND CONDEVRED IN TWHOLE OR PART

Cattle Sheep and}] Figs
cxcluding| Cows | Calves Lambs
Cowg
Number killed 221 2 5 936 115
| Number inspected 221 2 5 936 213
All dizenses
Whole carcases condemned - - - 5 -
Bart if it 1 I 2 3 i
| 0ffal condemned 56 - - 53 12
Percentage of number inspected
affected with disease 25,8 | - - 7.0 11.5

SEVERAGE AND SEVAGT DISPOSAL

No major works have been carried out to existing sewers, and the only part
of the district whewro sewering is unsatisfactory is that part of #lnwick Moor
from Clayport Bank Top to the Reigham Quarry,

If proposals materialige to develop the Shepherds Rest area for housing
it iz possible that the sewers will be extended to include this area and to gerve
part of thie Rugley Road.

The analysis of the effluent frum the new Sewage Disposal Works, which are
taken periodically by the Northumberland ard Tyneside River Board, have nrt always
satisfied requirements, and to overcome thisz difficulty secondary filtration was |

used with better results.

REMOVAL OF THADE AMD HOUSEHOLD REFUSE
i
Two Bedford side loading vehicles are used. The man power per vehicle being

one driver and one loader to one vehicle and one driver and two loaders to the
other, Both drivers assist in loading. The vehicle with cne driver and one
loader is employed in the centre of the town, and collects practically all the
trade refuse.

House refuse is collected weekly from all dwellings other than a few J.
isolated cottages on Almwick Koor, '

Trade refuse is collected weekly (twice weekly for defined trades in the

summer months as required) from all premises where traders agree to contribute

to the 'Trade Refuse Scheme'., This is based on the amount of refuse collected,
the first bin being collected free of charge, and a charge of 10/- per year
per bin is made in excess of one, Trade refuse Irom small businesses where ome

bin is sufficient to meet requirements, is collected free of chargs.

12



48 traders contributed to the Trade Refuse Scheme, and & total of
£59. 10, 0d. was collected during the year.

The third vehicle which is used for general purposes, is occasionally
used for refuse remcval,

All refuse i= tipped on the East Cawledge Fark site, where one tip
attendant is permanently employed.

No sglvags is collected, and all waste paper is burmt at the tip. MNo
record is kept of weights of refuse collected,

ROCENT CCHMTROL

The Prevention of Damage by Pests ict 1949, imposes on a Local Authority
the duty of keeping its district free from rats and mice, and for this
purpese a part-time rodent operator is employed, approximately 12-15 hours
per week being spent on this work,

Treatments sre given free of charge to all domestic premises and a
charge, based on time and materials, is made to all business premises,

All new building sites were inspected, as hutments erected thereon
usually give harbourage to rats, and this can be aggraveted when workmen throw
away unwanted sandwiches and other food,

Special sttention was given to the East Cawledge Park refuse tip, and
four treatments were given.

Two sewer treatments were carried out but the extent of infestaticm
was very small and only four manholes showed a part take of the bait,

There were no infestations of ship rats.

13






FACTORIES ACTS 1937 to 1959

-

1, Ins ions o
; - Humber Hunber of

! | en i Written | Occupiers

i Premises

|
(1) Factories in which

i Secs, 1.2, 3. k& 6
i are to be enforced by
: the Local iuthority

f

L

T[EE__Fa:tnries not included

| ©L4n (1) in which Sec, 7
. is enforced by the

! -~ ULooal Authority

(3) Other premises in vhich

outworkers' premizes)

Sec. 7 is enforced by the
Local Authoriiy (excluding

Hegigber

Inspections ' Notices | Prosecuted

. . |

1,
2
s

e I
et IENE (RS

'i
|
@_

i

i o =

(0l ]

& g

Floyme &55
LD

12

14

gy
T
1
bl

6

=Sy

. Totals _

- - —

60

10 ;

2. Defects F

Particulars

Humber of Casas in which
defects were found

Found

Number
of cases

eferrad

Hemedied 16 H.is | By Hadie |
Insp=-
ector

! Tnap-
ector

in wmnich
nrose=

cutions
vere in-

Weant of cleanliness (S.1)
Inadequate ventilation (5.4)

itary Conveniences (5.7)
Insufficient
b} Unsuitable or

defective

‘ﬁtﬁar offences against the
Act: -
First Aid Boxes

i

i

gtitutad

Totals

10

e —_—— = §

3. Outwork

There were two outworkers n - tified as

wearing apparel,

Both premises were satisfactory.

15

engaged in making and

altering



HUMEER OF VISITS AND INSFECTIONS MADE

Food and ct, 1
Slaughterhouses - meat inspections 105
Butchers Shops - meat inspections (including poultry) 18
Food premises - inspections (Food Hygiene Regulations) 72
Food premises = fool inapections 18
Ice-cream vehicles, manufacturers and Dairies B
Public Health Acts
Drainage 154
Building byelaws 63
Water supply and sampling 10
Fublie Conveniences 5
Nuisaneces 12
Verminous Premises 15
Sanitary Accommodation (Public Houses) 6
Refuse remcval and refuse tip 1oz
Defective W.C.'s 5
Dustbins 9
Sqatters 3
Ditches 3
Sewage Works 36
Choked eaves gutters 3
Street Lighting b
Housing Acts
Inspections - improvement grants 16
= valustion for advances 22
1957 Act - house inspections (See 3 57
- repairs See 9 12
= unfi% houses - demolition 38
- unfit houses - Closing Orders (3ec 17) 12
= Inspections re. repairs, etc.
(Council Houses) _36
Factories Acts1937 and 1948
Inspections = factories with mechenical power 23
- factories non-mechanical power 2
- building =ites, etec, pi

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act 1949

Surveys, treatments and revisits

Cgravan 3ites and Control of Development Act 1950

Caravens, sites and owmers of sites

ioultural (Safety, Health, Welfare “rovisions) Act 1956

Sanitary Conveniences
Migcell ong = Ineludi nterviews

TOTAL NULBER OF VISITS AND INSFECTIONS CARRIED OUT

16

432

195

132
1072















