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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAT OFFICER OF HEALTH

1955.

To the Chaimman and Members of the Alnwick Urban District Council.

I have much pleasure in presenting my Anmual Report for the year 1955,
which has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Hinistry of
Health Circular 17/55.

Since my appointment in Jume 1955, I have received every consideration
and help from my predecessor Dr, R, Keenlyside and wish to record my sincere
appreciation., I am happy to report that Dr, Keenlyside agreed shortly af'ter my
appointment to act on my behalf during my absencea on holidays ete, This
honorary service renders invaluable assiatance and I am very grateful for it,

The estimated population shows a drop of 130 over last year, while the
mmber of births increased by 14; the rate of 19,67 per 1,000 population being
higher than that for England and Wales, (15).

The Infant Mortality rate (20.83) comparcs very favourably with the
national rate of 24.9 per 1,000 live births and the county average of 26.75.
It i3 to be regretted that the Stillbirth rate of 33.55 per total live and
gtillbirths cannot be viewed in the same light. The national and county rates
are 23.2 and 23,23 respectively.

The death rate was practically levcl with the national average of 11.7
per 1,000 population whilst the actual number dropped from 94 in 1954 to 81,

I am sorry to report that the mumber of deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis
remained the seme as last year, namely 2, Lung cancer accounted also for 2 deaths
or 508 of male cancer deaths, compared with the national average of 30.77#. This
represents a decreasc of 1 case over last ycar's fipure,

There was a higher insidence of infeetious diseases, mainly attributable
to an outbreak of measles and whooping cough. The case of paratyphoid occurred
in a patient who had previously suffercd from the disease and had been pronocunced
free from infection. As she had just moved into the district and worked with
childron & specimen was submitted and returned positive,

In conclusion, I would like to express my gratitude to the Chaimman
and Members of the Health Committee for their kindly consideration and interest
and to Kr. C. Nelson and Mr, G. Beaty and staffs, for their help and kindneas
in my first year of office,

I am
"Mr Chairman, Ledics and Gentlemen,
Your cbedient servant,

PR
L

I:L“' Kﬂ'{"{;j'-'ﬁ“" "'/"(}::-'r'f"-
Medical Officer of Health.
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GHIER CA

USES OF DEATH (Table 1)

Tuberculosis &Rﬂﬂpilamnryj
Tuberculosis (Other)
Syphilitic Disease
Diphtheria
Whooping Cough
Meningococcel Infections
Acute Poliomyelitis
Measles
Other Infective & Parasitic Diseases
Kalignant Neoplasm, Stomach
n W

Lung
1] ] Breast
- Uterus

nthar Halignant & Lymphatic Neoplasms
Leukaemia, Aleukaemia

Diabotea
Vascular Lesions of Nervous System
Coronary Disease, Angina
Hypertension with leart Dizease
Other Heart Disease
Other Circuletory Dizease
Influenza
Preumonia
Bronchitis
Other Diseases of Respiratory Systom
Ulger of Stomach & Duoderum
Gastritis, Enteritis & Diarrhoea
Nephritis, Hephrosis
Hyperplasia of Frostate
Prema.ngi Chilbirth, Abortion

A

alformations

Gth-ar Defined & Ill-defined Dizeases
Motor Wehicle Accidents

A1l Other Accidents

Suicide

Homioide & Operationa of War

T MORTALITY DURING YEAR ISDED
Giving certificd causecs)
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Under 12
Camse of Death Conf'ined 2L hours weeka
Prematurity Hospital 1 =
Broncho-pneumonia Home = &
Total .. 1 2
INFECTIOUS DISEASES (Zable 3)
Searlet Fever 1 Ophthalmia Neonaterum
Fhooping Cough 1 Puerperal Pyrexia
Diphtheria - Emnllpox
lizasles 209 Paratyphoid Fevor
Pneumonia - Enteric Fever
Cersbro-spinal Meningitis - Erysipelas
Acute Foliomyelitis - Food Poizoning
Dysentery -
TUSERCULOSIS  (Zable L)
Under 5 _’.LE_‘t 25-his _5:*5_.'5. Total
Respiratory i = [
Other = = A 1 2
Total .. 1 & 1 1 s
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5.

WATER SUFFLY

The water supply was maintained throughout the year, despite the
axceptionally hot, dry summer months. At no time was there any shortage.
Results of bactericlogical samples taken from the three main sources of
supply indicated that the water was of satisfactory standard and free from

pathogenic organiams..

Tenders were received (and one accepted) for the Senna Wells Scheme,
but the propesed Northumberland County Couneil Water Scheme whereby 350,000
gallone would be provided daily to a service reservoir on Alpwick Moor by the
year 1961, may mean the abandorment of the Senna Wells Scheme.

Results of water samples (bacteriological)
Class I Class II Class IIT Class IV

Alnwick High Supply 3 - o =
o Low " 2 - 1 (count 3) -
Duke's Supply _% - ; -

sification of Piped Water Supplies
Minis of Health, Housing & Local Goverrment Report No. 71)

FPresumptive Coliform count

per 100 ml,
Claz= I Highly Satisfactory _ less than 1
" II BSatisfactory 1-2
"  IIT Suapicious 3 =10
" IV Unsatisfactory greater than 10

The great majority of the samples ought to fall into Classes I or II.
An occasional drop to Class III need not evoke any great alamm, but if the water
is frequently assigned to C .ss III, or drops to Class IV it may be assumed that
ite purity is below standard.

HOUSING

The Council now owms 927 houses, L32 of vwhich have been built since
1945. There arc no immediate schemes in hand.

Improvement Grants - Housing Act 1949

Applications receiwved during the year 2
Applications approved 2
Total mumber of applications approved in the

area since inception of schemo 22

Details of sals submitted to Ministry under
Em Eairs E Ronts Act ﬁﬁ
Part 1

(i) Estimated number of houscs unfit for human habitmstion
within the meaning of Section 9 of the Housing Repairs
and Rents Act 1954, and suitable for section under Section
11 or Section 25 of the Housing Act 1936, 240

(ii) Period in years which the Couneil think nocossary for
securing the demolitien of all the howses in (i) 15



(1i4)

(div)

Part IIT

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

Aiction taken with reogard to Unfit Houses

Number of houses in (i) in clearance arcas and already

covercd by operative clearance or compulsory purchase
orders, or ovmed by the local authority. Nil

Number of houses which are already in clearance arcas
and for which elearance or compulscry purchase orders
have been submitted to the Minister but have not yet
become operative. Nil

Number of houses which are already in clearance arcas
and for which clearance or compulsory purchase orders
are to be made cr which are to be purchesed by agreement
within the fiwve years, ; Nil

Numbcr of houscs which are to be included in clearance
areas 2till to be declared and which within the five
years will be ovmed by the local authority or will

have becn included in a clearance order or a compulsory /
purchase order submitted to the Minister. 240

Number of houses under (iii), (iv), (v), and (vi) to be
patched (if nocessary) and retained within the five yecars
under Scetion 2 of the Housing Repairs and Rents Act 1954
for temporary accormodntion,

Number of houses under (iii), (iv), (v), and (vi) to be
demolished in the five years.

Humber of houses (including those already comprised in
operative demolition orders) to be demolished in the
five yoars as a result of action under Section 11 of
the Housing Act 1936,

Closing and Demolition

1. Houses demolished in Clearance Aress.

2. Houses domolished not in Clearsnce Arcas.

3 Houses closed, not demolished.

b, Arny other houscs permanently discontimued as
dwellings and not included in above.

Repairs

Houses made fit by procedurc under cither Housing or

Tl )

Public Health Acts,

By informal action

By owners, following statutory notice,

By local authority in default of ovmers,
Demolition Ordors revoked after reconstructions.




7.

SUFERVISION OF FOOD

1. BSlaughterhouse

The municipal-owned slaughterhouse was contimued to be let on a yearly
rental to the local tutchers., All butchors who desired to use the slaughterhouse
were provided with accommodation,

Thare are no private slaughterhouses in the district. During the year
improvements were carried out by providing an offiece, with washing facilities and
hot and cold water for the meat inspector; also an additional water closet and
washing facilities for the slaughtermen,

Failure by the butchers to keep the front and rear yards of the
slaughterhouse clean made it necessary for the local authority to undertake the
geleansing of sush. This is carried cut by two workmen twice weelly and the cost
of such charged to the butchers,

It iz a well-lmowm fact that the Slaughterhouse is completely out dated
and obsolete according to modern standards., The standard of hygiene is poor,
and one locks forward to new regulations to control hygiene in slaughterhouses.

A1 condemned carcase meat and offal is dyed green and collected from

the Slaughterhousc by a Tyneside firm of by-products, where it is sterilised and
comverted into fertiliser and animal feeding stuffs,

Carcases and Offal Inspected and Condemned in Whole or Part

Cattle | Cows | Calves E‘almcp't Pigs Horses |
exeluding & !
COVE Lambs |
Number Killed. 1734 223 199 L8 1420 il
Number inspected. 1731 223 199 5L78 1420 Wil }
All diseases excepted
Tuborculesis & Cysticerci
Whole carcases condemned. L 19 7 Bl Hil -
Carcases of which zome part or
organ was condemned. 508 90 9 428 63 -
Pereentage of the number
inspected affected with discasd
other than tuberculosis &
cysticerci. 29,00 43,88 8.04 | 8.80 b bl -
Tuberculosis only
Whole carcases condemmed, i 1 - = 1 =
Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemned. 62 25 1 - 18 -
Percentage of the mmber
inspected affected with
Tuberculosis, 3,81 11,66 0.5 - 1.3 -
Cysticercosis
Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemned, 1 1 - - - -
Carcases submitted to treatment
by refrigeration, - - o = - -
Generalised and totally condemncd, = i - - - - -




2. Food Inspection

26 visits werc made to foodshops for the purpose of food inspection
and the following were voluntarily surrendered and disposed of by controlled
tipping at the refuse tip,

Total weight

1bs 058

5 tins cooked meat 209 15
57 tins vegetables Bl 8
60 tins fruit 69 0
16 tins milk 10 2
6 tins fish 2 7
5 plkts. choese spread 1 2
2 pkts, cerecals 5 0
A% stems bananas 1622 0
2 legs roast pork 18 k]
pork sauzago 14 o
poultry - 3 hens 7 9

total weight .. «a 201 14

Totel weight of food stuifs condemned .9 tons.

3.

E

of milk, and milk is retailed by seven suppliers as follows:-

| Designation of milk sold |
Milk sold by [Wo: |T.T.{ Undesignated , Paturised | Sterilised
Froducers/Retailers 1 3 1 2 = -
Distributors 3 1 - 3 2
L (Supplementary
Licence) P 1 - - -
o (R e ) & 3 2

Results of Milk Somples (Bacteriological) Methylene Blue

Grade of milk Satisfoctory — Unsatisfactory
Tuberoulin tested & 1
Undesignated 2 &
Poetourisod 256 = -

T.7. Pastauriscd L = s

=  Samples token by the County Health Inspector at the Almrick Creamery,

Although there is no statutory standard leid dovm for undesipgnated
milk, it iz considered that such milk should have the same keeping cuality as
designated milk, i.e. Tuberculin tested, and the above table is based on these
lines.

As the kegping quality of the undesignated milk was unsatisfactory
and such milk was retailed by two dairy farmers, a letter was szent to the Co
Milk Production Officcr asking for inspections to be carried out at the dairies
concerned. On inspection it was found that at one of the dairies the methods
of milk production wore satisfactory and complied with the Milk and Dairies
Regulationas 1949, whilst conditions at the other dairy were unsatisfactory and
the methods of production werc deascribed as "appalling”. Further inspections
were carried out where an improvement in condition was recordod.



a,

To ensure a safe milk supply the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food, has declared various areas in the country to be "specified arens®,
. In such arcas only designated milk, i.e. pasteurimd, sterilised and tuberculin
tosted is allowed to be sold for human consumption. Sale of undesignated milk
is not allowed by law. It is to be regretted that to date the North Northumberland
Area has not been declared & "spocified arca",

Two samplez of undesignated milk were submitted to the Laboratory for
testa for the presence of the tuberculosis organism, and a positive result was
obtained from one of the samples.

An examination of the herd in question was carried out by a Veterinary
Officer, and the effected cow was slaughtered under the Tuberculosis Order 1938,

One can visualize the acute danger to public health when the cow giving

tuberculous milk syms found on the some farm where "appalling” conditions were
found in the methods of milk production,

4. Iec Crecom

There are 25 premises registered for the sale of ice cream and two
premises for monnfacture and sale. In all of the twenty-five premises
registored for sele, only pre-wrapped ice cream is sold. Both ice ereem plants
are inspected regularly.

REMOVAL OF REFUSE

The removal of all refuse iz carried out with 2 Bedford wehicles,
cach of 7 ou, yds, capacity., The manpower per wehicle is 1 driver and 1 filler,
and 1 driver and 2 fillers, Both drivers assiat in filling. The wvchicle with
1 driver and 1 filler is employed in the centre of the town, and collccts
prectically all traode refusc,

Refuse is colloct weekly from all houses in the district cother than
a few isolated dwellings on Alnwick Moor.

During the year a scheme was devised whereby a charge was made for
the removal of trade refuse, This was based on the amount of refuse collected,
the first bin being collected froe of charge, and a charge of 10/- per year, per
bin, made in excess of one. Each trader wos given the option of removing his
own trade refuse to the tip or Joining the schcme.

The total mumber of traders contributing to the scheme is 41, and
the fotal sum of £49. 10s8. was collected during the year. A1]1 refuse is
tipped at the East Cowledge Park site, and the controlled method of tipping
is used. Thore is no salwage collected and all wmste paper is burnt at the
tip. No record is kept of the weipht's of refuse collected.
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FACTORIES ACT 1937 & 1948

Part 1 of the Act

1. INSFECTIONS for purposc of provisions as to health,
| Number Number of
Fromizos orl Inspections Written Occupiers
Register Noticgs TFrocecuted
(i) Pactories in which Secs, 1, 2, 3,
L, & 6, are to be enforced by
the Local Authority. 8 L - -
(ii) Factories not included in (1) in
which Scc., 7 i= enforced by the f
Local Authority. L2 24 - -
I| (1i1) Other premises in which Sec. 7 iz |
; enforced by the Local Authority i
E (excluding Out-workers' premises) 2 l L - -
i Total: |58 | 32 | = =
2. CASES in which dofeots werc found.

No, of cases in which defects found

Humber of cases

Farticulars

Fﬂunﬂl Ruemedied

Heiorred in which proso-

Want of cleanliness (s. 1)

Overcrowding (s. 2)
Unreasonable temperature (s. 3)

j Inadequate ventilation (=. 4)

Ineffective drainage of
floors (s. 6)

Banitary Conveniences (z. 7)
a) Insufficient

;
c

Unsuitsble or defective
Hot separate for scxes

(not including offences

relating to Outwork)

=

bl |

{To H.K,
Inspector

eSS P

cutions were
inatituted.

- =

Total:

10













